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OF THE 


PRocEEDINGs and DEBATES 


Of the SECOND SESSION of the 


HOUSE of COMMONS 


or THE 
Fourteenth Parliament of Great- Britain ; 


Appointed to meet at JYfminfer, on Thurſday the 26th Day of 


1 King being on the throne in the Houſe of Peers, 
and the Commons attending, his Majeſty opened the 
ſeſſion with a ſpeech, 

The Commons being returned to their own Houſe, the 
Speaker informed them, he had (to prevent miſtakes) obtain- 
ed a copy of his Majeſty's ſpeech, which he read as follows: 

ly Lords, and Gentlemen, | 

The preſent ſituation of America, and my conſtant defire 
to have your advice, concurrence, and aſſiſtance on every im- 
portant occaſion, have determined me to call you thus early 
together, 

Thoſe who have long too ſucceſsfully laboured to inflame 
my people in America by groſs miſrepreſentations, and to in- 
fuſe into their minds a ſyſtem of opinions repugnant to the 
true conſtitution of the colonies, and to their ſubordinate re- 
lation to Great-Britain, now openly avow their revolt, hoſ- 
tility, and rebellion. They have raiſed troops, and are col- 
lecting a naval force; they have ſeized the public revenue, 
and iflumed to themſelves legiſlative, executive, and judicial 
powers, which they already excrciſe, in the moſt arbitrary 
Vor, III. B manner, 
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manner, over the perſons and properties of their fellow ſub- 
jects: and although many of theſe unhappy people may {ill 
retain their loyalty, and may be too wiſe not to ſee the fatal 
conſequence of this uſurpation, and wiſh to reſiſt it, yet the 
torrent of violence has been ſtrong enough to compel their 
acquieſcence, till a ſufficient force ſhall appear to ſupport 
them. 

The authors and promoters of this deſperate conſpiracy 
have, in the conduct of it, derived great advantage from the 
difference of our intentions and theirs. They meant only to 
amuſe by vague expreſſions of attachment to the parent 
ſtate, and the ſtrongeſt proteſtations of loyalty to me, whilſt 
they were preparing for a general revolt, On our part, tho' 
it was declared in your laſt ſeſſion, that a rebellion exiſted 
within the province of the Maſſachuſet's Bay, yet even that 
province we wiſhed rather to reclaim than to ſubdue. The 
reſolutions of Parliament,breathed a ſpirit of moderation and 
forbearance ; conciliatory propoſitions accompanied the mea- 
ſure taken to enforce authority; and the coercive acts were 
adapted ro caſes of criminal combinations among ſubjects not 
then in arms. I have ated with the ſame temper ; anxious 
to prevent, if it had been poſſible, the effuſion of the blood 
of my ſubjects, and the calamities which are inſeparable from 
a ſtate of war; ſtill hoping that my people in America would 
have diſcerned the traiterous views of their leaders, and have 
been convinced, that to be a ſubject of Great-Britain, with 
all its conſequences, is to be the freeſt member of any civil 
ſociety in the known world. 

The rebellious war now levied is become more general, 
and is manifeſtly carried on for the purpoſe of eſtabliſhin an 
independent empire. I need not dwell upon the fatal eto 


of the ſucceſs of ſuch a plan. The object is too important, 


the ſpirit of the Britiſh nation too high, the reſources with 
which God hath bleſſed her too numerous, to give up fo ma- 
ny colonies which ſhe has planted with great induſtry, nurſed 
with great tenderneſs, encouraged with many commercial 
advantages, and protected and defended at much expence of 


blood and treaſure. 


It is now become the part of wiſdom, and (in its effects) 
of elemency, to put a ſpeedy end to theſe diſorders, by the 
moſt deciſive exertions. For this purpoſe, I have encreaſed 
my naval eſtabliſhment, and greatly augmented my land for- 


ces; but in ſuch a manner as may be the leaſt burthenſome 
to my kingdoms, U 
aye 
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| have alſo the ſatisfaction to inform you, that I have re- 
ceived the moſt friendly offers of foreign aſſiſtance; and if 
I ſhall make any treaties in conſequence thereof, they ſhall 
be laid before you. And I have, in teſtimony of my affecton 
to my people, who have no cauſe in which I am not equally 
intereſted, ſent to the garriſons of Gibraltar and Port Mahon 
a part of my Electoral troops, in orcer that a larger number 
of the eſtabliſhed forces of this kingdom may be applied to 
the maintenance of its authority; and the national militia, 
planned and regulated with equal regard to the rights, ſafety, 
and protection of my crown and people, may give a farther 
extent and activity to our military operations. 

When the unhappy and deluded multitude, againſt whom 
this force will be directed, ſhall become ſenſible of their er- 
ror, I ſhall be mo to receive the miſled with tenderneſs and 
mercy: and in order to prevent the inconventencies which 
may ariſe from the great diſtance of their ſituation, and to 
remove as ſoon as poſſible the calamities which they ſuffer, [ 
ſhall give authority to certain perſons upon the ſpot to grant 
general or particular pardons and indemnities, in ſuch man- 
ner, and to ſuch perſons, as they ſhall think fit, and to receive 
the ſubmiſſion of any province or colony which ſhall be diſ- 
poſed to return to its allegiance. It may be alſo proper to 
authoriſe the perſons ſo commiſſioned to reſtore ſuch province 
or colony, ſo returning to its allegiance, to the free exer- 
ciſe of its trade and commerce, and to the ſame protection 
and ſecurity as if ſuch province or colony had never revolted. 

Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 

I have ordered the proper eſtimates for the enſuing year to 
be laid before you; and I rely on your affection to me, and 
your reſolution to maintain the juſt rights of this country, 
tor ſuch ſupplies as the preſent circumſtances of our affairs 
require, Among the many unavoidable ill conſequences of 
this rebellion, none affects me more ſenſibly than the extra- 
ordinary burthen which it muſt create to my faithful ſubjects. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

L have fully opened to you my views and intentions. The 
conſtant employment of my thoughts, and the moſt earneſt 
wiſhes of my heart, tend wholly to the ſafety and happineſs of 
all my people, and to the re-eſtabliſhment of order and tran- 
quility through the ſeveral parts of my dominions, in a cloſe 
connection and conſtitutional dependence, You ſee the ten- 
dency of the preſent diſorders, and I haye ſtated to you the 
meaſures which I mean to purſue for ſuppreſſing them. What 
FVer remains to be done that may farther contribute to this 

B 2 end, 
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end, I commit to your wiſdom, And I am happy to add, 
that, as well from the aſſurances I have received, as from the 
general appearance of affairs in Europe, I ſee no probability 
that the meaſures which you may adopt will be interrupted 
by diſputes with any foreign power. 

Mr. Acland moved, that an humble addreſs be preſented 
to his Majeſty ; which motion he introduced with the fol. 
lowing ſpeech : 

When I conſider the importance of the ſubje&t brought un- 
der our conſideration by the King's moſt gracious ſpeech from 
the throne, that on our firmneſs or indeciſion, the future fate 
of the Britiſh empire and of ages yet unborn will depend; 
when I behold the eyes of all Europe fixed on the temper and 
firſt proceedings of this aſſembly, I cannot ariſe without 
feeling the inferiority of my own abilities, and dreading to 
ſink under a burthen I find myſelf almoſt unequal to bear; 
but if the kind indulgence of this houſe will ſupport me, I 
will beg its attention but for a few moments, and then con- 
clude with moving a dutiful addreſs to the King. 

Reflecting, Sir, on the preſent ſituation of America, fo 
greatly altered ſince our laſt meeting, when J ſee her riſing 
from her ſubordinate relation to this country, to the undiſ- 
guiſed aſſertion of independence and empire; when J at- 
tempt to deduce the conſequences that will thence flow, not 
only to this country but to all Europe, I confeſs I ftand 
amazed at the extent of the object. But, Sir, however aw- 
ful the ſituation of public affairs may be, I hold it to be the 
firſt duty of a great national aſſembly, deliberating on a great 
E concern, not to deſpair of the republick ; for who- 
ever, Sir, attentively examines the ſpirit of oppoſition that 
has been ſo long fomenting in America, who traces its courſe 
from its origin to its preſent enormous height, through all 
the various appearances under which artifice, paſſion and in- 
tereſt haye alternately diſguiſed it, muſt admit as I do, that the 
reducing America to a juſt obedience to this country is not 
without its difficulties ; but he will conclude with me too, 
that where the intereſts of a great people are concerned, dif- 
ficulties muſt be overcome not yielded to, nor are the difficul- 
ties ſuperior to the ſtrength of the nation that has to encoun- 
ter them. Recollect the ſtrength, the reſources and above all 
the ſpirit of the Britiſh nation, which when rouſed knows no 
oppoſition ; let me remind you of thoſe great, extenſive and ſuc- 
ceſsful wars that this country has carried on before the conti- 
nent of America was known; let me turn your attention to that 


petiod when you defended this very people from the n 


Mr. Acland. 
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the moſt powerful and valiant nation in Europe, when-your ar- 
mies gave Jaw, and your fleets rode triumphant on every coaſt, 
Shall we be told then, that this people, whoſe greatneſs is 
the work of our hands. and whoſe inſolence ariſes from our 
diviſions, who have miſtaken the lenity of this country for 
its weakneſs, and the reluctance to puniſh, for a want of po- 
wer to vindicate the violated rights of Britiſh ſubjects ; ſhall 
we be tld that ſuch a people can reſiſt the powerful efforts of 
this nation.“ 

The fleps hitherto taken by Parliament have been marked 
by forbearance and moderation; for though it was well known 
that parts of America had been labouring to throw off the 
authority of this country, yet ſo unwilling was Parliament to 
exert its arms, that during the laſt ſeſſion it continued to pro- 
ceed by the coercion of civil power, truſting that the infa- 
tuation ot the Americans would at Jaſt ceaſe, and the ſword 
might remain peaceful within its ſcabbard : but the Ameri- 
cans reaſoned differently; they took advantage of our incli- 
nation to peace to prepare themſelves for war, and though it 
was contended at our laſt meeting that New England was not 
then in a ſtate of rebellion, it cannot now be contended that Ame- 
rica is not in a ſtate of war, From the very beginning of this 
quarrel the point in diſpute between us has been perpetually 
fluctuating, and whatever the original conteſt might be, it is 
now loſt in a conteſt for independence and empire. That the 
Americans have been long contending for independence I be- 
lieve I am not the only gentleman in the Houſe who is firmly 
perſuaded; but now they hold a higher tone, preſuming on a 
ſuppoſed invincibility of ſtrength, they ſpeak a clearer language. 

The congreſs, in their obſervations on the conciliatory plan 
offered by Parliament laſt year, triumphantly demand what 
right Britain has to interfere with her government, ſince ſhe 
does not interfere with that of Britain ?” Is not this the lan- 
guage of an independent ſtate ? It is a language that might 
well become France or Spain, but which cannot be recon- 
ciled to any idea of obedience from a colony to a mother 
country, In the private intercepted correſpondence of their 
leaders, we find them boaſting of their labours in modelling 
a new government; ra:fing, clothing and ſubſiſting a large 
army, creating a marine, and founding an extenſive empire :” 
but their actions ſtill more loudly declare their intentions 
than their profeſſions ; they have raiſed an army, they are crea- 
ting a marine, and the continental congreſs, under the aſſumed 
power of its own ſelf-created aſſembly, have iſſued bills on — 
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tinental credit ; they have made war too, inall its forms, on 
the people of whom they would wiſh to be independent. 
The queſtion is now therefore reduced into a very ſhort 
compaſs, do gentlemen chuſe to acquieſce in the indepen. 
dence of America, or to enforce their ſubmiſſion to this coun- 
try by vigorous meaſures ? We {hall be told perhaps not only 
of the difficulties of ſuch an enterprize, but of the few ad. 
vantages we can draw from a country reduced by the calami. 
ties of war: but this argument has little weight with any one 
who conſiders that the 3 force which is ſufficient to ſub- 
due the diſobedient ſpirit of America, is alſo ſufficient and 
will be exerted to repair her loſſes, and alleviate her calamities. 
How ſoon were the miſchiefs of the Jaſt war repaired ! how 
ſoon was commerce reſtored, and induſtry reanimated in all 
parts of the world!! But admitting this argument in its full 
force, 2dmitting that America is regained, weakened and ex- 
hauſted by the unnatural ſtruggle ; compare this ſituation 
with that of American independence; compare it with the 
perpetual loſs of thoſe excluſive advantages you have hitherto 
enjoyed in her trade; conſider too, that the moment America 
is independent, ſhe becomes the arbiter of your Weſt- Indian 
trade, and a dangerous rival in many of the other branches of 
Britiſh commerce ; from that moment the North American 
merchant becomes the rival of the Britiſh merchant in every 
part of Europe, Aſia, and Africa, whilft the European, the 
Aftatic and African merchant, will be received as favourably as 
the Britiſh through the whole American continent : and I muſt 
maintain, that it would have been better for this country that 
America had never been known, than that a great conlolicated 
American Empire ſhould exiſt independent of Britain. 
Would gentlemen, not mutuaily reproaching each other for 
what has or has not been done, without paſſion and without 
poems conſider what the exigency of affairs requires now 
to be done, they will perceive, whatever its origin might be, 
to ſuch a height is this diſpute now run, that no meaſures 
can be propoſed that the Americans, confident in their own 
ſtrength, would now accept, that would not terminate in real 
though perhaps not in nominal independence; as therefore 
there is now no medium left between their ſubmiſſion and their 
independence, thoſe who think it for the advantage of this 
country that America ſhould be reduced to a due ſubmiſſion to 
its legiſlature, will of courſe ſtrengthen the hands of the exe- 
cutive power for that conſtitutional purpoſe ; thoſe, if there 
are any ſuch, who wiſh to ſee America independent, may live 
to Jameat the conſequences of their miſ-judged partiality 
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that country, fatal to the intereſts of this, which ought to be, 
and I truſt will be, the firtt and deareſt object to the repre ſen- 
tatives of Britiſh freeholders. 


Governor Lyttelton ſeconded the motion for an addreſs. He Gov. Lyt- 


expatiated on the neceſſity of ſtrengthening the hands of go- 
vernment, if coercive meaſures were intended to be purſued, 

He compared America to a chain, the upper part of which 
was ſtrong, and the lower weak; he explained this, by ſay- 
ing, the northern colonies, or upper part of the chain, were 
ſttong, populous, and of courſe able to make reſiſtance ; the 
ſouthern colonies, or lower part, were weak, on account of 
the number of negroes in them. He intimated, if a few regi- 
ments were ſent there, the negroes would riſe, and embrue 
their hands in the blood of their maſters. He was againſt 
any conciliatory offers being made; ſaid this was the moit 
proper time to ſpeak out; and thought, at all events, the ho- 
nour of the nation required coercive meaſures ; that the co- 
lonies ought to be conquered and then to have mercy ſhewn 
them ; concluding, from Virgil, with parcere ſubjects et de- 
debellare ſuperbos. 


Lord John Cavendiſh moved an amendment to eraſe the Lord Jobe 
whole addreſs, except the firſt paragraph, and to inſert the fol- Ci. 


lowing inſtead: 

That we behold, with the utmoſt concern, the diſorders 
and diſcontents in the Britiſh colonies, rather encreaſed than 
diminiſhed by the means that have been uſed to ſuporeſs and 
allay them; a circumſtance alone ſufficient to give this Houſe 
juſt reaſon to fear, that thoſe means were not originally well 
conſidered, or properly adapted to anſwer the ends to which 
they were directed. 

We are ſatisfied by experience that the misfortune has, in 
a great meaſure, ariſen from the want of full and proper in- 
formation being laid before the Parliament of the true ſtate 
and condition of the colonies; by reaſon of which, mea- 
ſures have been carried into execution injurious and ineffica- 
cious, from whence no ſalutary end was reaſonably to be ex- 
pected ; tending to tarniſh the luſtre of the Britiſh arms, to 
bring diſcredit on the wiſdom of his Majeity's councils, and 
to nouriſh, without hope of end, a moſt unhappy civil war. 

Deeply impreſſed with a melancholy ſtate of public con- 
cerns, we ſhall, in the fulleſt information we can obtain, and 
with the moſt mature deliberation we can employ, review the 
Whole of the late proceedings, that we may be enabled to 
Ciſcover, as we ſhall be moſt willing to apply, the moſt ef- 
fectual means of reſtoring order to the diſtracted affairs - 
tae 


the Britiſh empire, confidence to his Majeſty's government, 
obedience, by a prudent and temperate ule of its powers, au- 
thority of Parliament, and ſatisfaction and happineſs to all 
his people. | 
By theſe means we truſt we ſhall avoid any occaſion of ha- 
ving recourſe to the alarming and dangerous expedient of 
calling in foreign forces to the ſupport of his Majeſty's au- 
thority within his own dominions, and the ſtill more dread. 
ful calamity of ſhedding Britiſh blood by Britiſh arms, 
Sir James Sir James Lowther ſeconded this motion. He ſtrongly 
Lewther. urged the great impropriety and danger of veſting the impor. 
tant fortreiies of Gibraltar and Minorca in the hands of fo- 
reigners. He condemned the addreſs throughout; attacked 
the whole ſyſtem of colony government, and the meaſures 
ariſing from it; and with peculiar energy, urged the intereſt 
he had in the event of thoſe meaſures, the {take he had to loſe, 
and the motives which might conſequently be ſuppoſed to in- 
fluence his conduct. 
Mr. Ville. The Lord Mayor [Mr. Wilkes.) I entirely agree with the 
honourable gentleman who ſeconded the motion for an ad- 
dreſs to his Majeſty, that every man ought now to ſpeak out; 
and in a moment ſo important as the preſent to the whole em- 
pire, I think it ill becomes the dignity and duty of Parliament 
to loſe itſelf in ſuch a fulſome, adulatory addreſs to the throne 
as that now propoſed. We ought rather, Sir, to approach our 
Sovereign with ſound and wholeſome advice, and even with 
remonſtrances againſt the conduct of his miniſters, who have 
precipitated the nation into an unjuſt, ruinous, felonious and 
murderous war, I call the war with our brethren in America 
an unjuſt, felonious war, becauſe the primary cauſe and con- 
ſeſſed origin of it is, to attempt to take their money from 
them without their conſent, contrary to the common rights of 
all mankind, and thoſe great fundamental principles of the 
Engliſh conſtitution, for which Hampden bled. I aſſert, Sir, 
that it is in conſequence a murderous war, becauſe it is an at- 
tempt to deprive men of their lives for ſtanding up in the juſt 
cauſe of the defence of their property and their clear rights. 
It becomes no leſs a murderous war with reſpe& to many of 
our fellow-ſubjetts of this iſland ; for every man, either of the 
navy or army, who has been ſent by government to America, 
and has fallen a victim in this unnatural and unjuſt contek, 
has been murdered by adminiſtration, and his blood lies at 
their door. Such a war, I fear, Sir, will draw dowa the ven- 
ance of Heaven upon this devoted kingdom, 


I think this war, Sir, fatal and ruinous to our country. | 
abſolutely 
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abſolutely annihilates the =_ great ſource of our wealth, 
which we enjoyed unrivalled by other nations, and deprives 
us of the fruits of the laborious induſtry of near three millions 
of ſubjects, which centred here, That commerce has already 
taken its light, and our American merchants are now deplor- 
ing the conſequences of a wretched policy, which has been 
purſued to their deſtruction. It is, Sir, no leſs ruinous with 
regard to the enormous expence of the fleets and armies neceſ- 
ſary for this nefarious _— ſo that we are waſting our 
preſent wealth, while we are deftroying the ſources of all we 
might have in future. 

ſpeak, Sir, as a friend to England and America, but till 
more to univerſal liberty, and the rights of all mankind. I 
truſt no part of the ſubjects of this vaſt empire will ever ſub- 
mit to be ſlaves, © I am ſure the Americans are too high ſpirit- 
ed to brook the idea, Your whole power, and that of your 
allies, if you had any, and of all the German troops ) can 
hire, cannot effect ſo wicked a purpoſe. The conduct of the 
preſent adminiſtration has already wreſted the ſceptre of Ame- 
rica out of the hands of our Sovereign, and you have now 
ſcarcely a poſtmaſter left in the whole northern continent. 
More than half the empire is already loſt, and almoſt all the 
reſt is in confuſion and anarchy. The miniſtry have brought 
our Sovereign into. a more Er 06m ſituation than any 
crowned head now living. He alone has already loft, by their 
fatal counſels, more territory than the three great united 
powers of Ruſſia, Auſtria and Pruſſia have together robbed 
Poland of, and by equal acts of violence and inj uſtice from ad- 
miniſtration, 

England was mever engaged in a conteſt of ſuch importance 
to our moſt valuable concerns and poſſeſſions. We are fighting 
for the ſubje&ion of a country infinitely more. extended than 
our own, of which every day encreaſes the wealth, the natu- 
ral ſtrength, and population. Should we not ſucceed, it 
will be a boſom friendſhip ſoured to hate and reſentment. 
We ſhall be conſidered as their moſt implacable enemies, an 
eternal ſeparation will ſucceed, and the grandeur of the Bri- 
tin empire paſs away. Succeſs ſeems to me not equivocal, 
but impoſſible. However we may differ among ourſelves, 
they are perfectly united. On this fide the Atlantic party- 
rage unhappily divides us, but one ſoul animates the vaſt 
northern continent of America, the general congreſs, and 
each provincial aſſembly. An appeal has been made to the 
word, and at the cloſe of the laſt campaign what have we 
©nquered ? Bunker's Hill with the loſs of 1200 men. Are 
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we to pay as dearly for the reſt of America? The idea of 


conqueſt is as romantic as unjuſt, 
The honourable gentleman, who moved the addreſs, ſays, 


« the Americans have been treated with lenity.” Was your 


Boſton port bill a meaſure of lenity? Was your fiſhery bill 
a meaſure of lenity? Was your bill for taking away the 
charter of the Maſſachuſet's Bay a meaſure of lenity, or even 
juſtice ? I omit your many other groſs provocations and in- 
ſults, by which the brave Americans bave been driven into 
their preſent ſtate. He aſſerts that they avow a diſpoſition 
to be independent, On the contrary, Sir, all the declara- 
tions both of the late and the preſent congreſs, uniformly 
tend to this one object, of being put on the ſame footing 
they were in the year 1703. This has been their only de- 


mand, from which they have never varied. Their daily 


prayers are for liberty, peace and ſafety, I uſe the words of 
the congreſs of the laſt year. They juſtly expect to be put 
on an equal footing with the other ſubjects of the empire. 
If you confine all our trade to yourſelves, ſay they; if you 
make a monopoly of our commerce ; if you ſhut all other 
ports of the world againſt us, tax us not too, If you do, 
then give us a free trade, ſuch as you enjoy yourſelves ; let 
us have equal advantages of commerce, all other ports open 
to us; then we can, and will, chearfully pay taxes. 

It muſt give, Sir, every man who loves this country, the 


_ deepeſt concern at the naming in the addreſs foreign troops, 


Hanoverians and Heſſians, who are now called to interfere in 
our domeſtic quarrels, not to dwell this day on the illegality 
of the meaſure, The militia indeed are now employed, and 
that noble inſtitution is at preſent complimented by miniſters, 
who hate the very name of a militia, becauſe the embodying 
of thoſe forces enables adminiſtration to butcher more of our 
fellow ſubjects in America. 

Sir, I diſapprove not only the evil ſpirit of the whole ad- 
dreſs, but likewiſe the wretched adulation of almoſt every 
part of it. My wiſh and hope therefore is, that it will be 
LY the Houſe, and that another dutiful, yet decent, 
manly, addreſs will be preſented to the King, praying his 
Majeſty that he would ſheath the ſword, prevent the farther 
effuſion of the blood of our fellow ſubjects, adopt ſome mode 
of negociation with the general congreſs, in compliance 
with their repeated petition, and thereby reſtore peace and 
harmony to this diſtracted empire. 

Sir Adam Ferguſſon (aid, that if experience did not ſhew 
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ſome variety of opinion, he would have flattcred himſelf that, 
however much they had hitherto differed, they ſhould now, at 
leaſt, have come together with ſome degree of unanimity. 

That gentlemen ſhould differ about ſome particular points 
of colony government, as, for example, how far it was ex- 
pedient or inexpedient to tax America, conſidering how much 
that queſtion was involved in difficulty, and how much 
could be plauſibly ſaid vn the one fide or the other, was not 
much to be wondered at : but that it was matter of no ſmall 
ſurpriſe to him, that they were ſtill likely to differ in opinion, 
when the queſtion was no longer confined to taxation, or to 
any particular exerciſe of the authority of Great Britain, but 
extended to the very being of the ſovreignty itſelf, and 
to thoſe rights of which this kingdom had been in poſſeſſion 
ever ſince the exiſtence of the colonies. | | 

That the honourable magiſtrate [the late Lord Mayor, Mr. 
Wilkes] had ſaid, that the congreſs had declared they did not 
aim at independance. They certainly had done fo in general 
terms : but how did their particular claims correſpond to this 
general aſſertion? He was afraid, if theſe were examined, 
it would appear that the pretenſions of the congreſs went the 
length of a total exemption from the power and authority of 
Parliament. 
They had declared in the moſt expreſs terms, that Parlia- 
ment had no right to intermeddle with their proviſions 


for the ſupport of civil government, or the adminiſtration of 


juſtice, Their language was, that while Parliament purſued 
its plan of civil government within its own juriſdiction, they 
inſiſted upon purſuing theirs without moleſtation, plainly 
claiming an authority in each of the colony afſemblies, ex- 
cluſive of that of Parliament. An excluſive right of legiſlation 
in all matters of internal policy had been, in the moſt expreſs 
terms, aſſerted by them, and not only the late acts of Parlia- 
ment more particularly complained of, but every other which 
touched upon the internal polity of the colonies,” had been 
treated by them as unjuſt encroachments of Parliament upon 
the rights of a legiſlature as independent as itſelf, 

In military matters, their pretenſions were equally extra- 
vagant, They expreſsly denied that Great Britain had a 
right to keep a ſingle ſoldier in the whole extenſive continent 
of America, without the conſent of the legiſlature of that co- 
lony where the troops were kept, | 
With regard to revenue, had not a declaration been made, 
in words intelligible to all mankind, that America never 
would be taxed by _—_ unleſs they refuſed to contri- 
i 2 
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bute their proportion to the common expences of the (tate ? 
"They even knew, that any reaſonable ſum would be accepted 
of: but they would not gratify this country ſo far as to ſay 
that they would contribute a A ſhilling. 

The only particular in which they ſeemed inclined to ad- 
mit the authority of Parliament was in what related to the re. 
gulation of their trade : even with regard ta that, they ex- 
preſſed themſelves with a ſufficient degree of caution ; but in 
every thing elſe they aſſerted an abſolute independance on 
Parliament. 

In what manner things had been brought to that unhappy 
dilemma, did not ſeem the proper object of their preſent en- 
quiry, There might be time enough for that inquiry after. 
wards. The preſent object was to remedy the evil. For his 
part, were he to give his opinion upon that ſubject, he ſhould 
be apt to ſay, that the fault did not ſo much lie in this or 
that particular ſet of meaſures, as in that variable and fluc- 
tuating conduct, which cannot be altogether avoided in a go- 
vernment ſuch as ours, and which had remarkably prevailed 
with regard to America, 

He ſhould be apt to ſay, that no miniſtry, ſince the time of 
the ſtamp- act, had been altogether free of blame: but he 
ſhould at the ſame time add, that, perhaps, more than any 
miniſtry, thoſe had been to blame, who, not ſatisfied with 
expreſſing their, diſapprobation of particular meaſures, had 
argued, oth within and without doors, againſt the autho- 
rity of the ſupreme legiſlature itſelf ; who, from an exceſs 
of zeal in ſupport of America, ſeemed too much to forget 
the intereſt of the mother-country ; and from an appre- 
henſion leſt the colonies ſhould be ruled with too heavy a 
hand, ſeemed inclined to adopt meaſures which had a ten- 
dency to exempt them from the dominion of Great Britain 
1 and to erect them into ſo many ſovereign inde- 
pendent ſtates. 

But jnſtead of inveſtigating the cauſes of the evil, it was 
more material now to conſider what was proper to be done to 
remedy it, and in this he ſaw but one choice, either to ſupport 
with vigour the authority of Great Britain, or to abandon 
America altogether. / 

That ſome ſpeculative men have ſaid, and publiſhed their 
opinions to the world, that it would be no ſuch fatal ſtroke 
to Britain as is generally imagined, were America to be aban- 
doned altogether ; that he had not opinion enough of his own 
foreſight to ſay with certainty what the cohſequence would 
þe, but ſo much benefit he had reaped from theſe ſpeculations 
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as to hope that the welfare and proſperity of Great Britain 
would not be deſperate even were ſuch an event to happen. 

| But who would be bold enough to adviſe ſuch a meaſure ? 
and who could, with certainty, anſwer for the effects of it? 
If no perſon would, what remained, but that they ſhould 
exert every nerve to reduce their rebellious ſubjects to obe- 
gience? After they had reduced them, and convinced them 
of their inability to reſiſt the power of this country; then and 
not till then, would be the time to ſhew them all poſſible 
indulgence. 

That any further conceſſion now would be conſidered as 
extorted from them by their fears, not as the voluntary effect 
of their favour. 

But can this country reduce them to obedience, or muſk 
their conteſt be given up for want of power ? If it muſt, there 
is no help for it : but, at leaſt, let us put it to the trial; for 
his own part, he could not entertain a doubt of it ; he did, in- 
deed, ſee that thoſe were miſtaken who ſaid the Americans 
would not fight: but thoſe were, at leaſt, as much miſtaken, 
if there were any ſuch, who would entertain a doubt of their 


being reduced by a proper exertion of the power of Great- 


Britain, 

As he could not doubt of the ſtrength of Great-Britain to 
reduce them, ſo he hoped if that ſtrength was exerted it 
would be done effectually. If a force is ſent to America, both 
prudence and humanity required that it ſhould be ſuch a one 
as, humanly ſpeaking, would carry its point, 'The error hi- 
therto had been to have too ſmall a force there; to continue 
the ſame error ſtill, was to protract the miſeries and hortors 
of a civil war, He did not mean merely that ſuch 2 force 
ſhould be ſent as would be ſufficient to beat their opponents ; 
it ought to be ſuch a one as would deprive them of all 
idea of reſiſtance, 

Theſe being his ſentiments, he could not poſſibly give his 
alſent to the amendment propoſed by the noble Lord. 

He concluded with exprefling a wiſh that in this great and 
trying criſis, in which the power, the authority, the impor- 
tance of Parliament was at ſtake; in which the queſtion was, 
whether the King, Lords, and Commons ſhould continue, 
as he had always underſtood them to be, the great governing 
power of the whole Britiſh empire ; or if America was hence- 
forward to be ſubje& to the King alone, while Parliament 
was reduced to a level with one of the provincial aſſemblies, 
If gentlemen would lay afide the animoſity of party, and con- 

e their yiews ſingly to their country, that he knew = 
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while this government ſubſiſted there muſt be different par- 
ties, and that the miniſter, merely becauſe he was miniſter, 
mult be oppoſed. That he did not wiſh it otherwiſe. He 
was afraid ſuch oppoſition was neceſſary to ſupply the want 
of public virtue : but that though ſuch oppoſition was to be 
expected in the ordinary courſe of parliamentary proceed- 
ings, there were ſome caſes of much too ſerious a nature to 

admit of it, and ſuch he thought the preſent caſe to be. 
Gor. Jebn- Governor Johnſtone. The ſpeech of the honourable baro- 
fone: net who ſpoke laſt is very much like that we have juſt heard 
from the throne, full of affumed falſe facts and general un- 
difputed axioms, which the people in America are as ready 
to cloſe with as their adverſaries on this fide, As for in- 
ſtance, the honourable gentleman ſays, the Americans had 
fome reaſons for their conduct in the firſt of thoſe diſputes; 
but now they have refuſed their ju/? proportion of taxes, by 
rejecting Lord North's conciliatory propoſition of laſt year, 
* and reſiſting the conſtitutional authority of Parliament, he is 
ready to devote them to deſtruction.“ Who does not ſee that 
the whole queſtion, even according to this honourable gen- 
tleman, turns upon t proportion and conſtitutional autho- 
rity ? Now I deny that the people of America have ever re- 
fuſed to contribute their juſt proportion, when called upon in 
a conſtitutional way, and thote who aſſert the contrary ought 
to prove it. If the honourable gentleman vindicates the ſe- 
verity of his conduct againſt his fellow ſubjects in America, 
for rejecting the ** of laſt year, which the noble Lord 
introduced about the middle of the ſeſſion, I think he reſts on 
as feeble ground as any man ever ſtood on. How does he 
vindicate the ſeverities in which he concurred before it could 
be known whether the ſubjects in America would accede to 
this marvellous indulgence or not? His mind muſt have been 
frangely biaſſed to the noble Lord, if this could turn the 
ſcale of his reaſon, I really thought this fooliſh piece of 
paper had been fo univerſally condemned, that I ſhould ne- 
ver again have heard any arguments founded on ſo flimſy a 
foundation, The purpole was clearly to amuſe the people on 
this fade the Atlantick, and to divide the people on that. 
Having failed in its effect, I underſtood from many friends 
of government, that every rational argument in ſupport of 
the propoſition had been reprobated : for what, indeed, can 
be more truly ridiculous, than in a diſpute concerning the 
power of taxation, ſeriouſly to ſay to a ſenſible people, we 
admit there are many unanſwerable reaſons why this _ 
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bly are unfit to impoſe taxes upon you, and therefore, if you 
will only tax yourſelves to our fatisfaftion, we will forbear 
the exerciſe of a right to which we declare by the propoſition 
we are incompetent : but ſome men will ſay the Parliament 
can judge ſufficiently well of the groſs ſum, though unfit and 
uncapable of determining on the manner in which it is to be 
raiſed, Who that is accuſtomed to reaſon accurately, does 
not perceive that the eſtimate of, ſupply muſt be regulated 
from a thorough knowledge of the ways and means, and that 
they are united in common ſenſe, as well as by the Englith 
conftitution, to reſide in the ſame perſons. But the honour- 
able baronet forgets that the main argument which drew the 
conceſſion of the conciliatory propoſition turns on this: The 
Americans have no repreſentatives in the Britiſh Parliament; 
they have not the ſecurity of other ſubjects refiding in Britain, 
who may not be repreſented, namely, that the members in 
taxing them muſt tax themſelves ; on the contrary, it is the 
mere of every member to lay as much as poſſible on Ame- 
rica to eaſe himſelf, This was. the conſideration which drew 
iron tears from Pluto's cheek,” and has affected ſo many 
members not remarkably tender towards the feeling of their 
fellow-creature, But let us conſider if this irrefiſtible ob- 


jection, as it has been called by one of the friends of admini- 


ſtration, againſt taxing America by the Britiſh Parliament, 
does not equally apply, when we approve of the ſum offered, 
and tax them in the lump, as when we tax them by detail. 
However, Sir, abſurd as this appears, it is not my capital 
objection to that mode of raiſing money, nor is it the objec- 
tion of the Americans; they maintain the power of giving 
and granting their own money by their own free and volun- 
tary conſent, 1s the only ſecurity they can retain for the juſt 
adminiſtration of government, at ſo great a diſtance from the 
ſeat of empire. That it is the main ſpring in their ſeveral 
eſtabliſhments upon which the meeting and power of their 
ſeveral aſſemblies depend, from whence the fingular proſpe- 
rity of the Britiſh colonies, above all others on the face of 
the earth, have flowed, They admit you have the power of 
lmitting the means, by which oy may acquire property, 
but they deny you the power of diſpoſing of this property 
after it is ſo acquired. Thus in his Majeſty's ſpeech the 
lame general undefined axioms prevail. To be a ſubject 
of Great Britain, with all its conſequences, is to be the freeſt 
member of any civil ſociety in the known world,” All Ame- 
rica with one voice agree in this truth; their writings and 
their ations proclaim their belief: but they maintain, = I 
anert 
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aſſert in their behalf, that one of the unalienable conſequences 
of that fituation, is the giving and granting of aids for the 
ſupport of government, according to the exigency that ſhall 
appear to their own underſtanding : and that to tax them in 
an aſſembly where they have no repreſentatiyes, and by men 
who have no intereſt in the ſubſidy they impoſe, is contrary 
to the ſpirit of the Britiſh ization, and in its conſe- 

uences muſt deprive them of all the eſſential rights of a 
Britiſh ſubject. Another eſſential right of a Britiſh ſubje& 
is trial by Jury ; has not this been abrogated in many caſes 
by the late acts of Parliament, and totally deſtroyed in all 
civil cauſes in the extenſive province of Quebeck ? The writ 
of habeas corpus is another effential right of a Britiſh ſub- 
ject; has not this alſo been done away? I forbear to enume- 
rate the other oppreſſive proceedings, contrary to the whole 
tenor of our government, diſſolving of charters without evi- 
dence, trial, or forfeiture ; laws to deny the natural gifts of 
the elements, confounding the innocent with the guilty ; be- 
cauſe when once the three great pillars of the Britiſh conſti- 
tution are removed, taxing without repreſentatives, trial with- 
out jury, impriſonment without relief by writ of habeas cor- 
pus, the whole muſt neceſſarily fall into confuſion, and the 
reſt is not worth contending for. The people in America 
wiſely foreſee the ſuppreſſion of all their rights, in the train 
of thoſe iniquitous innovations. They perceive that every 
thing which 1s dear to a freeman is at ſtake, and they are 
willing, as becomes the children of their anceſtors, to put all 
to the riſque, and facrifice their lives and fortunes, rather 
than give up the liberty of a ſubject of Great Britain, with all 
its conſequences, * The honourable baronet has concluded his 
ſpeech with another reaſon for inducing us to join in the co- 
ercive meaſures propoſed by the addreſs, which is ſtill more 
extraordinary, ſaying, ** Whether we ſucceed or not may be 
uncertain ; but if we fail, we ſhall even then be no worſe than 
we were.” Theſe are the very words of the noble Lord on 
the treaſury bench laſt year. 1 am perſuaded the worthy ba- 
ronet has words of his own ſo much at will, that he borrows 
from no man ; but I am more ſurpriſed he can muy ſuch 
opinions —— voice, If America is forced to invite foreign 
powers to ſhare in her commerce; if ſhe-is drove to the ne- 
cefſity of following the example of Holland and Switzerland; 
if our armies are deſtroyed, our fleets wrecked, our treaſures 
waſted, our reputation for juſtice and humanity loſt, our ſe- 
nates corrupted by the emoluments which muſt fall — 
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viduals, in the proſecution of ſo expenſive a war, and four 
ſhillings land-tax entailed on us for ever, will the honoura- 


ble gentleman ſay we are only where we were? What objects 


can call the attention of the Houſe in a ſtronger degree than 
thoſe I have enumerated ? and yet they are all involved in 
the queſtion now before you, if you reject the amendment 
propoſed. I fay, it is unfair in adminiſtration, and an af- 


front to every individual member of the Houſe, to call up- 


on them without any information laid on your table, with- 
out evidence brought to your bar, deſtitute of every ma'e- 
rial by which a rational creature can reiolve, to require he 
ſhould give his unlimited ſanction to meaſures of ſuch mo- 
ment, on the very firſt day (perhaps) of his arrival in town. 
The reaſon is obvious to me. The miniſter clearly perceives, 
if men were acquainted with the real ſtate of things in Ame- 
rica; if they had time to acquire information, to reaſon an 
reflect, that all men of generous feelings would leave him, and 
eren his moſt deſperate followers might be ſhaken : men are 
to be brought to this black buſineſs hood-winked ; they are to 
be drawn in. by degrees, till they cannot retreat, On the one 
hand, a dutiful addreſs to his Majeſty, full of thoſe general 
aſſurances of loyalty and reſpe& becoming ſubjects to the firſt 
magiſtrate, is offered to your determination: on the other, 
2 haſty approbation of meaſures you have had no time to 
confider, from men you have every reaſon to ſuſpect, lies be- 
fore you, Is there a man who feels the dignity of his fitua- 
uon, that can heſitate in his choice upon ſuch an alternative? 

[ ſhall now expoſe to the Houſe the falſe facts which are 
aſſumed in his Majeſty's ſpeech, as compoled by the miniſter. 


Firſt, the miniſter tells you he has called you early together. 


This I deny. The commencement of open hoſtilities was in 
April, the battle of Bunker's-hill in June, and the petition 
from the congreſs in July; they ſeverally arrived in — 
Within five or fix weeks after the events. Now I maintain, as 
a member of Parliament intruſted with a voice in the ſupreme 
authority of the empire, that I am called late to deliberate 
In the national council on ſuch great events. The next no- 
torus untruth is, that the Americans are collecting a naval 
force, The third aſſertion, that the Americans meant only 
to amuſe by vague expreſſions of attachment to the pa- 
rent ſtate, is equally injurious to their honour and to truth. 


This can only be inſerted as an excuſe for the had conduct of 


««miniſtration and their ill ſucceſs. The Americans told you 
e de moſt direct and ſimple, again and again re- 
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peated, that they would reſiſt to the laſt appeal thoſe arbitrary 


innovations: but you affected not to believe them; never. 
theleſs, I maintain, the armaments were calculated to reſiſt 
men in arms, and the inſufficiency aroſe from a total igno- 
rance of the force, character and diſpoſitions of the people in 
America, as well as a miſconception upon the effect the ſe- 
veral reſtraining bills paſled laſt ſeſſions would produce: in 
ſhort, from a perfect ignorance of the operations of cruclty and 
oppreſſion on high minded men, acting under the fpirit of free- 
dom. All their knowledge ſeems to have been drawn from one 
ſource, that of Governor Hutchinſon. The civil war now 
raging in America ſeems, ſtep by ſtep, to have been carried 
on by his advice, Whoever reads his letters, lately publiſh- 
ed in America, ſees every meaſure purſued by adminiſtration 
to have been antecedently pointed out by this gentleman in 
his confidential correſpondence, until his ſentiments ſeem 
dictated at laſt more by revenge and diſappointment than any 
other principle: what confidence ſhould be placed in the ad- 
vice of a man who has declared in the cool, moments of com- 
mitting his reflections to paper, that every Machiavelian 1 
is now to be vindicated towards the people in America ? 

am here ſuppoſing the letters in my hand to be genuine, and 
there 1s little reaſon to doubt their authenticity, as they re- 
main uncontradicted. It matters not to me, as a judge, how 
they were procured. The only queſtion reſpecting my opi- 
nion on the conduct of Mr. Hutchinſon at preſent is, are the 
letters genuine or not? For in this I always differed from the 
lords of the council, who determined on the complaint of the 
province of New England againſt Governer Hutchinſon, on 
the former letters they diſcovered. The Lords of the Coun- 
cil laid the whole ſtreſs on the manner in which the letters had 
been obtained. No man could admire the abilities of the 
advocate more than I did on that occaſion ; it was his bufi- 
neſs to inflame the paſſions, to cover the turpitude of Go- 
vernor Hutchinſon's conduct, under crimes of a greater dye: 
but it was ſhameful in the judges to be led away, it was un- 
worthy the diſcrimination 0 neceſſary to that character, to 
mingle the manner of obtaining the letters with the fact they 
were brought to prove. I ſhall ſuppoſe the letters had been 
obtained as infamouſly as the Eflay on Woman, and more 
infamouſ]y it is impoſfible; yet my judgment on the con- 
duct of a governor writing to men in high authority, 0 
the political affairs of his province, and concluding as hi 
advice, that the liberty of Britiſh ſubjects muſt be abridged 

; wou 
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would not have been altered from that circumſtance. And 
here I muſt avow my ſentiments as freely as Governor 


Hutchinſon has communicated his, that any officer in go- 


vernment, much leſs the ſupreme magiſtrate, entruſted with 
the preſervation of the rights of every individual 1n his pro- 
vince, who could entertain ſuch ſentiments, is unfit to be 
employed in any office, civil or military, after a fact of ſo 
heinous a nature againſt the conſtitution being fully proved. 
I am confident our anceſtors, inftead of giving ſuch a man 
an enormous penſion, would have inflicted the puniſhment 
he deſerved, which I think ſhould have been an addreſs to 
the crown, that he might never more have been employed 
in the ſervice of the public, 

I know there are many men high in favour who are for 


abridging the liberties of the people in the colomes, My 


ſyſtem, on the contrary, - is for preſerving them ſacred and 
inviolate, according to their ſeveral antient inſtitutions, the 
variety of which forms the harmony and beauty of the whole. 
There is no middle inſtitution, as in this country, to bal- 
lance between the people and the crown: the aſſemblies are 
their only barrier; they are, therefore, the favourite inſti- 
tution of the people; to them they look for protection againſt 
the exactions, oppreſſions, and extortions of governors, and 
are, on that account, cautious and jealous of any infringement 
that ſhall diminiſh their power. The honourable gentleman 
who ſeconded this addreſs has been long employed as his Ma- 
jeſty's repreſentative in the colonies, firſt in Carolina, and 
laſtly in | Rep ; every thing he offers to this Houſe muſt 
derive great weight from theſe circumſtances ; his abilities 
are undiſputed, I have not the honour of knowing him ; but 
I have heard his talents univerſally acknowledged. Having 
been on the ſpot in ſome places, it muſt give him many addi- 
tional advantages, for I maintain it is impoſſible for any man 
who has not ſeen with his own eyes, and heard with his own 
ears, to know equally well the manners, cuſtoms, diſpoſitions, 
and other circumſtances neceſſary to form a true judgment on 
the preſent conteſt with the colonies : but it is alſo neceſſary 
to know ſome leading circumſtances reſpecting the perſon who 
offers his information and advice, before we haſtily con- 
cur in his opinion. The honourable gentleman ſays, ** it may 
appear ſtrange, that he who has grown grey in the ſervice of 
America, ſhould now appear among the firſt to propoſe thoſe 
coercive meaſures, which by fome are termed cruel and 
tarſh,” but this he excuſes from his humanity : I ſay, it may 
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appear ſtrange to ſome who are not acquainted with the hiC. 
tory of that gentleman's adminiſtration ſo well as I, that he 
ſhould take this forward part. But here I premiſe, that I do 
not enter into the merit of the diſpute which that gentleman 
had with the aſſembly of Jamaica, becauſe it is beyond my 
preſent argument; all 1 aſſert is, that he had an unfortunate 
diſpute with that body, which laſted two years; that, during 
this period they would do no buſineſs with him, or raiſe any 
money; that he diſſolved the atlembly more than once, and 
ſtill a great majority were found againſt his meaſures ; that 
he was at laft recalled, and a ſucceſſor appointed, who can- 
celled his proceedings, upon one of the moſt unfortunate re- 
preſentations that ever attended any man on leaving his go- 
vernment ; I am, therefore, not ſurpriſed that the honoura- 
ble gentleman ſhould be inimicable to American aſſemblies, 
or that he ſhould be ready to join with thoſe who have found 
cout a ſhorter way of governing them, than by the general 

ſenſe of the people, ſeeing they are ſo troubleſome, on many 
occaſions, to the repoſe of a governor, 

The honourable gentleman has given us ſome account of 
the debilitated ſtate of men in the other provinces he had the 
honour to command, and hinted at means for ſubduing their 
ſpirit, in a manner which inclines me to believe he has not 
left many more friends behind in that colony than in Jamai- 
ca. Adminiſtration has been ſo much miſled by thoſe par- 
tial and illiberal accounts of men in the groſs, that I dare 
ſay they will be cautious how they truſt to ſuch intelligence 
again, Neither my reading or obſervation give me leave to 
think the people in Carolina will be behind any of the colo- 
nies, in ſupporting and defending rights which are ſo eſſen- 
tial to ſecuring every thing that is dear to them as Britiſh 
ſubjeQs. - The honourable gentleman had occafion to lead 
them to war on a certain occaſion ; I wiſh he would tell the 
-Houſe how they behaved. If ſouthern - climates has fuch 
ſtrange effects in enervating the human frame, give me leave 
to hope at leaſt that the honourable gentleman has eſcaped 
this contagion. The other ſcheme he alludes to, of calling 
forth the flaves, is too black and horrid to be adopted; nei- 


ther would it anſwer, if adminiftration were wicked enough 


to make the attempt: the ſtate of ſlavery cuts off all the 

at magnanimous inventive powers of the human mind, but 
it rather ſtregthens fidelity and attachment; the Roman hif- 
tory fully confirms this: amidſt the multiplied treachery of 
friends and relations, amidſt the greateſt temptafions, du- 


ring the corruptions of that government, the ilave was — 
om 
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gom or ever.unfaithful to his maſter. The principle lies in 
human nature. Where mankind are deprived of the męans 
of getting ſubſiſtence, where der are accuſtomed to look up 
to another for food, rayment and protection, they inſenſibly 
forget the original injury they ſuſtained, and become attached 
to their maſter. In general, I muft alſo obſerve, that maſters 
are kind to their ſlaves. It is not he who uſes the ſcourge and 
the whip, which the honourable gentleman has mentioned, that 
is the firſt to put the muſquet on his ſhoulders in ſuch glo- 
rious conteſts as theſe. It is not he who tortures and frets 
his fellow creatures; but he who feels that univerſal benevo- 
lence which extends his affections to all men in their ſeveral 
ſtations; who feels the ſpirit of equality, who knows the 
principles of liberty, who underſtands the conſequence of 
thoſe rights, without which we are always worſe men and 
worle ſubje&ts, and who is willing, for the benefit of children 
yet unborn, to ſeal. the truth of his doctrine with his blood. 
It is not to men of this temper that ſlaves will prove unfaith- 
ful, I ſhall rather expe& to ſee them flock round his ſtan- 
dard, though I admit the experiment 1s too dangerous on 
eitherfide, I fay again, the whole of our blunders, oppreſ- 
fions and miſtakes in theſe unfortunate diſputes, have ariſen 


from ignorance in the firſt principles of government; groſs 


ignorance in the ſeveral conſtitutions of the colonies ; 1gno- 
rance in the power we could apply to ſubdue them, and ſtill 
greater ignorance of the end to be obtained by ſuch an at- 
tempt, To each of thoſe I will ſeverally' ſpeak. I ſay it 
demonſtrates a perfect ignorance of the hiſtory of civil ſo- 
ciety, to aſſert (which is the captivating argument uſed in 
this Houſe, for breaking down all the barriers of liberty in 
America) that two independent legiſlatures cannot exiſt in 
the ſame community, and therefore we are to deſtroy the 
whole fabrick of thoſe governments which have ſubſiſted for 
ſo many years. Mankind are conſtantly quoting ſome trite 
maxim, and ' appealing to their hmited theory in politicks, 
while they reject eſtabliſhed facts. I ſay, a free government 
neceſſarily involves many claſhing juriſdictions, if puſhed to 
the extreme. I maintain this ſpecies of government muſt 
ever depend more on the fpirit of freedom that firſt eſtabliſʒi- 


ed it, than on all the parchment you can cover with words. . 


aver that in the moſt active triumphant common-wealth which 
frer appeared on the ſtage of the world, two diſtinct legiſla- 
ue authorities did actually exiſt, The comitia tributa and the 
«mma centuriata, The whole government of Athens would 


appear 
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appear as e oy many ridiculous paradoxes to thoſe 


wiſe. politicians. e actual ſtate of Holland, where every 
town is a diſtin government within itſelf, The deliberation 
of the States General, where no money can be raiſed unle 
the whole are unanimous. No new laws made or any odd 
repealed againſt one diſſenting voice; all theſe would 
appear impoſſible to ſuch politicians who are ever ſuppoſine 
mankind ready to deſtroy themſelves : nevertheleſs the fach 
are equally certain. If the beſt parts of our conftitution were 
to be ſtated to a foreigner ; the trial by jury, where twelve 
men maſt be unanimous in their opinion, in cauſes the moſt 
intricate and nice, where even the ableſt council differ in opi- 
nion, he would be led to imagine juſtice might ſtand ſtill ; yet 
we all know nothing proves ſo eaſy in the execution. The 
danger of puſhing things to extreme, makes the good ſenſe of 
men prevail, while the power of reſiſting in every individual 
juryman, prevents prejudice and injuſtice from trying their 
ſtrength on matters that are not tenable. The ſprings of a 
free government are not obvious to every underſtanding, while 
the meaneſt foot ſoldier knows all the powers of deſpotiſm. 
Here the ſupremacy of the magiſtrate ſolves every queſtion, 
In the ſame manner the advantages derived from America, in 
the circle of commerce, are not ſo evident to a vulgar un- 
derſtanding, as ſo much palpable caſh paid into the Ex- 
chequer, For this reafon F am ready to forgive thoſe 
who differ with me in opinion, concerning this Ameri 
can conteſt. It demands a proceſs of reaſoning to which 
common underſtandings are not generally accuſtomed. 
I ſhould nat be Flame if half the people in England ſhould 
at firſt join againſt the Americans; national prejudice, pride, 
falſe glory, and falſe arithmetic, all contribute to deceive them; 
but that any man aſſuming the character of a ſtateſman, ſhould 
Prey in this mad carreer, to deſtroy in a few years that 

utiful ſyſtem of empire our anceſtors have been raiſing 


raiſing a revenue, and next under a more falſe pretence that 
America wiſhes to throw off her juſt dependence on Great-Br- 
tain. This, I confeſs, does ſurprize me. For this reaſon my in- 
dignation chiefly riſes againſt the noble Lord on the floor ; 
I am willing to acquit all his colleagues and moſt of his fol- 
lowers, even if they had not the intereſted motives of places 
and penſions to bias their judgment; but that the noble 

rd, who yearly conſiders the riches that come into the 
public treaſury, who knows and can trace all the circuito» 


channel 
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channels by which riches flow into this country, that he 
ſhould place no more to the credit of America than the paltry 
ſum collected by his infignificant commiſſic.ners, and endeavour 
to miſlead others by ſuch aſſertions. This indeed is beyond 
belief, When the noble Lord 1s pleaſed to take the other fide 
of the argument, what abundance of wealth does he ſome- 
times pour forth in the moſt copious flow of eloquence, When 
he ſupports this rugged coercive ſyſtem, how he labours and 


flags nothing but ſounding words and unmeaning phraſes. 


The dignity of Parliament ! now I ſay this is beft ſupported - 


by humanity and juſtice, and maintaining the freedom of the 
ſubject. The ſupremacy of the legitlative authority of 
Great-Britain ! this I call unintelligible jargon ; inſtead of 


running the different privileges belonging to the various parts 


of the empire into one common maſs of power, gentle- 
men ſhould confider that the very firſt principles of good 
government in this wide- extended dominion, conſiſt in 
ſub-dividing the empire into many parts and giving to each 
individual an immediate intereſt, that the community to 
which he belongs ſhould be well regulated. This is the 
principle upon which our anceſtors eſtabliſhed thoſe different 
colonies or communities; this is the principle on which 
they have flouriſhed ſo long and to proſperouſly; this is the 
principle on which alone they can be well governed at ſuch 
a diſtance from the ſeat of the empire. Yet we are breaking 
through all thoſe ſacred maxims of our forefathers, and giving 
the alarm to every wite man on the continent of America, 
that all his rights depend on the will of men whoſe corrup- 
tions are notorious, who regard him as an enemy, and who 
have no intereſt in his proſperity, and feel no controul from 
him as a conſtituent, The moſt learned writer on govern- 
ment has defined civil and political liberty to confiſt in a per- 
fect ſecurity as to a man's rights; after the acts of Par- 
lament of laſt year, can any man on the great continent 
of America ſay that he feels that ſecurity ? Id any thing 
leſs than a — of loſing every eſſential privilege, have 
united a people ſo divided in cuſtoms, manners, climate, and 
communications? Could any thing leſs than an entire want 
ot policy, a ſpecies of political phrenzy here, have produced 
this wonderful effect? You blame the Americans; but do 
not conſider the next ſtep- which your conduct neceſſaril 

drives them to. You aflert they aim at independency 1 
alert they wiſh for nothing more than a. conſtitutional de- 
pendence on Great-Britain, according as they have * 
| rom 
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from their firſt eſtabliſhments, and according as Ireland de. 
ds on the Britiſh legiſlature at this moment. Can 
any man who knows the power of the crown 1n the legiſlative 
and executive parts of our colony government, who under. 
ſtands the force of the ſeveral acts of navigation, who 
knows the incitements and attachments by the education of 
outh in this country, who knows what would be the effects 
of mixing the coloniſts in our fleets and armies, and every 
other office in our government; who conſiders the effect; 
of appeals in the laſt reſort to his Majeſty in council; who 
knows the power of his Majeſty in annulling laws made in 
the colomes within three years; who perceives the advan- 
tages that every part of the empire derives from the proſpe- 
rity of the other; who is there, I ſay, capable of digeſt- 
mg thoſe thoughts, and can entertain the ignoble jealouſtes 
daily exprefled againſt the Americans, or ſhow any motive 
why the people in America ſhould break the bond of union 
with this country for ages yet to come, unleſs driven to 
that extremity by following Mr. Hutchinſon's advice in 
abridging their liberties, which is as much a part of their birth- 
right as of any man living and born in England. The nature 
of government will not allow us to define what are the 
preciſe points where re/i/fance may be made to the governing 
ers; but will any man conclude from thence that acts 

of King, Lords and Commons ought not to be refiſted, if 
they ſhould ſap the fundamental principles of the conſtitution? 
Nothing but the general feeling of the community can de- 
termine the point; and was ever the ſenſe of a people fo 
unanimous on any ſubje& ? I declare, upon my honour, | 
have not converſed with one man from America (and J have 
chiefly ſought out the friends of Adminiſtration) who have 
not univerſally agreed, that all America is unanimous in re- 
fifting the power of taxing them by the Britiſh Parliament 
where they have no repreſentatives ; that they will never 
yield this point; that in caſe they were made eaſy on this 
point, and ſecure as to their charters, on which their property 
depends, they would immediately return to their duty and 
obedience. This I aver to be the univerſal report and opi- 
nion of all men with whom J have converſed from America. 
If any one diſputes the truth of my aſſertions, I now defy 
him to bring any evidence to contradi&t me, and I now un- 
dertake to bring men of the beſt- characters in ſupport of 
what I aver. But reſpecting general opinion, I ſtill go 


further; ] maintain that the ſente of the beſt and wiſeſt men 
15 2 14 | in 


* 


„ Win this country, are on the fide of the Americans; that three 
e. Ito one in Ireland are on their fide ; that the ſoldiers and 
an alors feel an unwillingneſs to the ſervice ; that you never 
ve oil find the ſame exertions of ſpirit in this as in other wars. 
-l peak it to the credit of the fleet and army ; they do not 
ho Nine to butcher men whom the greateſt characters in this 


of ¶ country conſider as contending in the glorious cauſe of pre- 


is Wctving thoſe inſtitutions which are neceſſary to the happi- 
nes, ſecurity and elevation of the human mind. I am well 
tt informed, that four field officers, in the four regiments now 
ho going from Ireland, have defired leave to retire or fell out. 
in l do not mean to ſay, that the ſoldiers or ſailors in America 
n- have ſhown any ſigns of cowardice, this is below their ſpirit ; 
x- Wl only affert they in general proclaim it a diſagreeable ſer- 
. vice; moſt of the army feel it as ſuch ; that numbers have 
ies not deſerted is owing to their ſituation. There is a wide 
we Naifference + being. Engliſh officer or ſoldier who barely 
on does his duty, and the general exertions of the New Eng- 
o Wand army, where every man is thinking what further ſervice 
in Ihe can perform; where every foldier is a Scævola. Toa 
mind who loves to contemplate the glorious ſpirit of freedom, 
no ſpectacle can be more affecting than the action at Bunker's 
hill. To ſee an irregular peaſantry commanded by a phyfician : 
inferior in number: oppoſed by every circumſtance of cannon 
and bombs that could terrify timid minds, calmly waiting the 
attack of the gallant Howe, leading on the beſt troops in 
the world, with an excellent train of artillery, and twice 
repulſing thoſe very troops who had often chaced the choſen 
batallions of France, and at laſt retiring for want of ammu-' 
ation, but in ſo reſpe&able a manner, that they were not 
even purſued, Who can refle& on ſuch ſcenes and not adore 
the conſtitution of government which could breed ſuch men! 
Vho will not pauſe and examine, before he deſtroys inſtitu- 
tions that have reared ſuch elevated ſpirits ! Who is there 
that can diſmiſs all doubts on the juſtice of a cauſe which 
his can inſpire ſuch conſcious rectitude? The conduct of the 
people of New England for wiſdom, courage, temperance, 
nd fortitude, and all thoſe qualities that can command the ad- 
P' JW ration of noble minds, is not furpaſſed in the hiſtory of 
any nation under the ſun, Inſtead of wrecking our ven- 
fy geance againſt that colony, their heroĩſm alone thould plead 
7 their forgiveneſs, What my worthy friend“ ſaid laſt year of 
5 Vox. III. E | " ©: - how 
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their induſtry, may now be applied to their warlibe atchieye. 
ments. Conſider the power of ſuch materials in the hang 
of a miniſter who knew how to encourage their induſtry, 
and apply their courage to the purpoles of national defence ; 
but all the ſecret of our colony government is now reduced 
to mere force, the baneful engine of deſtructive deſpotiſm; 
nevertheleſs it is with pleaſure I perceive the force of this 
country, When wielded in ſuch a cauſe, is totally inadequate; 

our own army is not ſufficient ; your illegal application for 


- toreign mercenaries at the beginning of the conteſt, ſufficiently 


ſhews your weakneſs; your navy is equally incapable of 
effecting the, purpoles which are expected from” it. It may 
ruin their foreign trade; it may deſtroy ſome of their towns 
(Though that is doubtful) but the lying in their rivers, a 
ſome ſuppoſe, without a ſuperior military force to protect 
them on ſhore; 1 ſay as a ſea officer, if the war is thoroughly 
Kindled, the thing is impoſſible. We are apt to judge from 


What happened at Quebeck, where the French, never re- 


arkable for naval enterprize, though naturally brave, quitted 
err fire xaft, and left it to the chance of the ſtream, or to 
be towed tf by boats; but this I maintain, that any fleet 
reg in a river where they cannot command the ſhore, that 
WC feet is liable to be burnt if the people are willing in 
that enterprize to run the ſame riſque of life and danger 

> Which the crew of the ſhips are expoſed, I mean by 

icking by the fire veſſel whateyer ſhe may be, till with wind 
and ftream they lay the enemy a thawrt haute; and who 
can doubt that the people in America are capable of ſuch 
exextions of courage when we {ce them refuſe quarter, when 


n. Another circumſtance refpeRing ſhips is not gene- 
Ly known. The wonders they have hitherto performed has 
been f to the ignorance of engineers in placing their 
batteries ; but F am afraid the ſecret is now out as to taeir 

gwer againſt the ſhore, without a military force to aſſit 
xt a fingle gun in 2 retired ſituation, or on an eminence, 
Or a fapgle.bowitzer, will diſlodge. a firſt rate man of war, and 
may burn her, to add to the diſgrace, I ſpeak: this publickly, 
that you. may not expect more from the {ea ſervice than 1 


is capable, to pertorm. Ruin their trade you certainly may, 
out at au enpence as ruinqus to this country. Has any of 


e. miniſtry conſidered the immenſe expence of fuch naval 
armaments on the coaſt of America, in tranſports and ſhips 
of. war 2. Have we calculated the chance of deſtruRtion b 

| : 


e find them-devoting themſelves to death with ſuch cnthu- 
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thoſe horrid ſtreams of wind peculiar to that coaſt, that ſume- 
times ſweep all before them? Where are the reſources on 
which this country can depend in cafe our empire in America 
is loſt ? I do not ſay you will feel the'diſadvantage immediate- 
ly, I know the various channels to which commerce and induſ- 
try may divert their ſtreams ; I am alſo certain that the 
wants of America muſt be ſupplied in ſome way or other 
with certain goods from Great Britain; I further know, that a 
nation can only trade to the extent of its capital, and in cafe 
one vent is cut off, it will probably find another, while its ma- 
nufactures are cheaper and better than thoſe of other na- 
tions. I believe ſuch to be the caſe with many branches of 
our manufacture at preſent, but 1s it poſſible it can long con- 
tinue ? Muſt not the ſame laws of nature follow this com- 
mercial country that has affected Venice and Genoa, the 
Hans Towns and other commercial ſtates ? The acquiremerit 
of wealth muſt produce dearneſs in living ; dearneſs of living 
muſt produce dearneſs of labour; dearneſs of labour muſt 
produce dearneſs of manufactures; dearneſs of manufactures 
muſt conduct trade to ſome place where cheapneſs of liv- 
ing will give the preference in the markets. Thus the 
circle of commerce has hitherto run: but the ſettlement 
of North America under the old eſtabliſhment, ſeenied to 
defy the powers of thoſe fleeting: principles. America was 
bound to take your manoſactures on/y to-what ever price they 
might riſe ; you were bound to take moſt, of her raw mate 
nals and to give her commerce protection; a compleat ſy- 
ſtem in the exchange of all commodities was eſtabliſhed 
within your own dominion, which might laſt beyond the 
views of human calculation, if properly conducted. This 
is the great purpoſe to which I- look up to America as a na- 
val and as a commercial power; how often have I indulged 
myſelf in theſe thoughts, unable to ſee the end of our 
glory from the ſame cauſes which have deſtroyed other ſtates, 
little dreaming that one infatuated miniſter could tempt; ſe- 
dice; and perfuade-a» whole nation to cut the ſtrings of ſuch 
harmony. An honourable' gentleman whe opened the de- 
bate, has remarked how we recovered from the interruptions 
of our commerce — cv laſt war. The hononrable gen- 
teman forgets that we had the free and interrupted reſources 
of America during - the laſt war; that in ſeizing the ſhips 
of our enemies we added to the national wealth and 1 ed 
our own commerce; the progreſs was double, here it runs in 
au inverſe” proportion, no man knows the final effects as yet; 
lle the burſting of a burning mountain, it is ſport and play — 
— 8 
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the diſtant ſpectators who think themſelves ſafe, but the 
eruption may ſpread to cover this city in ruin. | 

I come now to conſider the conſequence of all thoſe mea- 
fures ſuppoſing we ſhou}d ſucceed, If national ſtrength is 
to be calculated from the fitneſs of every part to preſerve and 
improve the advantages of their conſtitution and to ſupport 
their country in purſuit of its objects. If inſtitutions that 
ſecure property and prevent oppreſhon, encourage the 
ſettlement of families, and facilitate the rearing of chil- 
dren, are the moſt favourable to mankind and therefore to 
be protected and preferred, as the beſt writer on government 
has aſſerted, ſurely the eſtabliſhments of the Engliſh colo- 
nies, as excelling all others which have appeared in the hiſ- 
tory of the world, deſerve to be revered in this reſpect. But 
a fucceſs in the preſent war after deſtroying all the principles 
which have produced thoſe glorious effects in civil ſociety, 
muſt leave the country deſolate, muſt ſpread through that 
wide 'dominion, forfeitures, executions, change of property, 
military oppreſſion, and every — that can engender ha- 
tred and diſtraſt mankind. But theſe are but tempora 
evils, in compariſon to the laſt dreadful cataſtrophe. It muſt 
eſtabliſh a military defpotiſm in the colonies, which the re- 
venues of an oppreſſed people never can pay, An army that 
the men of this country can never ſupply, which therefore 
foreign mercenaries muſt fill, and all this with additional 
powers in the crown, that muſt end in the ſubverſion of the 
conſtitution. I make no doubt many men labour in the 
ſupport of this buſineſs, purpoſely to effect that end. The 
contentions in a free government do not accord with their 
feeble, corrupt, luxurious diſpoſitions. That the ſpirit of 
the people ſhould ſo long he deceived by their arts and 
management, is to me aſtoniſhing. I ſhall wait patient- 
Iy ſome farther calamity, for no reaſoning on the certain 
Progreſs of things in a growing empire can affect their nar- 
row minds. That this may ſoon happen in a ſmall degree, 
as the only means of ſaving the diſſolution of the whole, 1 
ſincrely wiſh, for the good of the public; misfortunes if 
duly watched are oftentimes as profitable to an unfeeling 
multitude as they are uſeful to private individuals. But let 
thoſe who now encourage meaſures that muſt inevitably end 
in ſuch dreadful calamities, beware of the turn of the tice. 
Let them look into hiſtory, and remember the fate of cruel, 
oppreflire and arrogant ſtateſmen. Let even kings attend to 
_ the examples which hiſtory preſents on this algen 


E 
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blame not them; it is unnatural for beings, with human 


paſſions, placed in ſuch high fituations, mixing little with 


men, and generally deceived, to bear contradiction to their 
will, and oppoſition even to their arms, with any. degree of 
patience : irritation and reſentment muſt be the confequences ; 
encroachments on their part often proceed from a conſcious 
rectitude of their own intentions: but the people I do 
blame is the members of this Houſe, placed as the guardians 
of the people's rights and prom daily ſacrificing them to 
ſome intereſted motive. Let any one conſider all the na- 
tional advantages that can be drawn from colonies, and 


aſk his on heart, if we have not hitherto drawn, and may 
not in time to come draw all theſe from the antient conſti- 


tution, To what motive then can theſe innovations be im- 


puted ? I have ſhewed you the bad conſequences in proceed- 


ing, ſhew me the good you propoſe from {laughter and de- 
* that the — of the forces ſhould urge 


jou to thoſe meaſures, that the treaſurer of the navy ſhould 


preſs for large equipments; that contractors, jobbers, dealers 


in ſerip, all thoſe who fatten on public ſupplies, ſhould 


eagerly concur, this I can eaſily imagine; but that a landed 


gentleman ſhould give his conſent to ruſh into a civil war, 


that muſt entail four ſhillings land- tax on his eſtate for ever, 


that muſt drain him of men and money, and all the reſources 


of nayal power, to protect his country againſt thoſe neigh- 
bouring powers who will, in all human probability, attack, 
tim when defenceleſs and exhauſted ; in a conteſt that muſt 
end, on whatever alternative, in lowering the value of his 
eſtate, All this exhibits a degree of infatuation, beyond ex- 
ample in my little reading, and can only be accounted for 
from the revival of ignoble party- diſtinctions, gratifying re- 
lentments at the expence of their country. Have the coun- 
try gentlemen ever conſidered the expence of maintaining a 
war acroſs the Atlantick ? Have they conſidered the expences 
of a fleet? Have they calculated the amount of tranſports 2 
Have they thought of feeding an army with porter, ſheep, 
and ſour-crout acroſs a tempeſtuous ocean? I am told a cu- 
71018 ſpectacle of ſuch management has lately been exhibited 
in the Downs, where floating carcaſes of dead ſheep have 
marked to paſſing nations the folly of ſuch attempts. The 
project of ſour- crout has indeed one circumſtance attending 
t that gives me pleaſure---I underſtand the contract is given 
© one of the worthieſt men, in the community ; at the 
ume ſuch magazines are new in my notions of war; 
N 
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it may be a preparation for a Ruſſian army; but I he. 

lieve E f 2 will hardly be delighted wich fuch gri- 

ping food. The project of calcining ice into gun- powder is 

not more truly ridiculous ! I ſhall ſuppoſe tlien for a moment, 

tliat war with America is really neceffary ; yet will any man 

alledge, after ſuch groſs miſmanagement in every part, that 

theſe are the proper men to carry it. Has thete been con- 

. fiſtency in any part of their conduct? Has one ſcheme they 
= have offered fueceeded'? Has not every one produced a con- 
trary effect ꝰ Have they not boen told fo at tho time of paſ- 
| their various laws? Have they been checked! in any of 
their intentions? Has any uncommon accident of wind or 
weather been unfavourable ? Can our affairs be poffibly in a 

worſe fituation ? Do they-ſtate any rational plan of ways and 

means, by which we are to extricate ourſelves ? If after an- 
ſwering all thoſe- quoſtions in the ſpirit of truth and juſtice, 

| this Houſe will ſtiſl perſiſt in ſupporting ſuch feeble miniſters 
of ſo mighty an empires I muſt ſubmit to a majority, but 


= ſhall come; that at leaſt my feeble endeavours were 
= not wanting. to prevent the. impending miſchiefs; nor has my 
L . voice been lent' on any occation” in ſupport of oppreſſion. 
F Gther gentlemen of a contrary opinion to me, have declared 
they give their opinion for more coercive ' meaſures, from 
tives the moſt pure and diſintereſted: I declare I give my 
opinion againſt them, from the ſincereſt belief, they are op- 
preſſive and weſt, I am now at an age when my character 
muſt be fully known. A conduct in life that has not flat- 
tered the — of men muſt have frequently called forth the 
examination of many with keen reſentments: but I here defy 
any man to ſay I was ever actuated by intereſted motives 
during the courſe of my life. My conduct at preſent is in- 
flnenced from a conſciencious belief; that the greateſt good 
any man can perform, is to preſerve inſtitutions favourable 
to the freedom of mankind ; the gręateſt evil they can com- 
mit, is to deſtby them. In that belief I heartily vote for the 
amendment, and to the utmoſt of my power oppoſe this ſan- 
guinary addrefs. 
Rt. Hon. Right honourable George Rice ſaid generally, that the con- 
Surge Rice: queſt of America was a popularemeature in England. 
Id. Stanicy, Lord Stanley, (aid; he roſe in the name of the freeholders 
of Laneaſhire; to avow the addreſſes from Mancheſter, &c. 
heir rap away-well'perſuaded: was the ſenſe of the freeholders 
at arge. N 1 . | 
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Honourable Temple Luttrell. We might reafonably ſuppoſe, 
that the miniſters who had a hand in fabricating this volumi- 
nous ſpeech, would be impatient to obtain our approbation 
and thanks as repreſentatives of the community in general, 
in che name” of the people of Great Britain, who are our 
actual conſtituents ;, in the name of the people of America, 
who, as they tell us, are our virtual conſtituents, 

1 hoſe evil counſelors: who have ſo long poiſoned the ear 
of the Sovercign, would now make us believe have 
perverted his principles alſo; they wiſh us to conſi the 
ſpeech before. you as conveying his Majeſty's own ſentiments 
and reſolves. Sir, we know that to be impoſſible. Our 
King is too humane, and beſides, too well acquainted with 
the kiſtory of this country and its conſtitution, with the me- 
moirs of the Stuart race, and of his own illuftrious houſe, 
to imbibe the deſpotic doctrines here imputed to him. His 
M:jefty knows, that whenever either of the three eſtates of 
this empire, or the Whole in conf{piracy together, ſhall arro- 
gate power to which they are incompetent, ſuch as infring- 
ing the original rights and liberties. of the people in any part 
of the Britiſh dominions, it is the exertion. of ſuch X 
not the reſiſtance to it, which conſtitutes rebellion. If this 
be not the caſe, the glorious Revolution was, above all rebel» 
lions upon record, the moſt atrocious. — | 
We who are the deputies of the people, aſſembled toge- 
ther from the different counties, cities, and boroughs of the 
kingdom, ought faithiully to impart to his Majeſty the real 
wiſhes and diſpoſitions of his ſubjects. As the firft coun- 
ſellors of the crown, it is our peculiar province to adviſe 
and d rect his Majeſty on every national emergency like the 
preſent. But, Sir, in order to qualify us fo to do, aftec- 
tion to our king, obligation ta our country, and ſober wiſe 
dom, all combine: in requiring the cloſeſt and moſt deliberate 
diſcuſſions, and the deepeſt reſearches: into the true bias of 
the times, previous to the offering up any addreſs to the 
thrane whatever. An addreſs at ſuch a crifis as this, upon 
luch important and deciſive matters, cannot be conſidered 
as a mere point of etiguette, or perſonal compliment to our 
Sovereign; if it could, there is not a member of this Houſe 
would be more forward in duty and obſequiouſneſs than my- 
lf, Are we not totally ignorant of the real ftate of Great 
Britain and her colonies ?. Sir, the ſenſe. of the ſociety at 
large is not to be aſcertained by the fignature of a ſcore of 
provincial corporations, under corrupt miniſterial influence ; 


it is not to be aſcertained by the voice of repletiom and — 
| Very 
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velry, by a few miſtaken individuals, brought together under 
the hoſpitable roof of a great baron's caſtle. Sir, within 
thoſe battlements Kings are not, now-a-days, made or un- 
made z it is not to be aſcertained by the cry of a few Tory 
juſtices, ductile magiſtrates, huddled together by their crea. 


tor, the Lord Lieutenant of the county, to approve of pro- 


ſcriptions and proclamations, deviſed in councils where he 
himſelf takes the lead as prefident.* Sir, I will tell the no- 
dle Lord who ſpoke laſt, f that if the people of Lancafter, 
Liverpool, and Mancheſter, were the oracles of Britiſh law 
and policy, the electors of Hanover had never ſwayed the 
imperial ſceptre of this realm. I admire, however, the ſpi- 


rited zeal and conſiſtency of the addreſſing inhabitants of 


that part of England; I admire their firm reverence for the 
divine authority of Kings, their defence of popery, of arbitrary 
government, and ſword law. The fame political tenets 
which now fill the heads off theſe loyal addreſſers, filled alſo 
the heads of their townſmen in forty-five and forty-fix. 
Thoſe heads, which being impaled over Temple-bar in the 
Jaft Whig reign, were ſoon after the commencement of the 
preſent, when a mighty Northern Thane came into office, 
taken down with veneration, and are now, tis ſaid, en- 
{hrined in a certain interior cabinet, where a Right Honoura- 
able houſhold officer in my eye, and others of -the White 
Roſe junto, frequently offer upon a bended knee their ſe- 
cret oraiſon and incenſe. Sir, the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt, 
and the Right Honourable member who delivered his ſenti- 
ments earlier in the debate, have aſſured you, f that the 
ſenſe of this country is againſt the Americans, I am con- 
fident, as well from the intelligence I have been able to pro- 
cure from a multitude of perſons widely different in ftation 
and deſcription, as by my own remarks in the progreſs of 
many 'a journey through the interior of this iſland during 
the ſummer ſeaſon, that the ſenſe of the maſs of the people 
1s in favour of the Americans. They think that the provo- 
cation given by a raſh and inſufficient miniſtry to the colony 
of Maſhcbuſett's bay, in lawleſs and oppreſſive exactions, en- 
ſorced by famine, devaſtation, and flaughter, at length con- 
ſtitutionally juſtified an appeal to arms. A very learned judge 


Alluding to the famous Earl of Warwick, who alternate 
depoſed Henry VI. and Edward IV. 
* Earl Gower, in the county of Stafford. 
+ Lord Stanley. 
þ4 Lord Stanley and Mr. Rice, * 
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who now does ſiznal honour to their coif, aſſure us, in his 
excellent book of commentaries, that every freeman is war- 
ranted in the uſe of arms for defence of his rightful poſſeſ- 
ſions and liberty? And that great luminary of his profeſſion, 
Lord Chief Juſtice Holt, in pronouncing judgment on the 
memorable caſe of Tooly and Dekins, ſays, When thes 


: the liberty of the ſubject is invaded, it is a provocation to 
] all the ſubjects of England,” Where then will theſe grie- 
vances, this civil war and carnage, terminate ? I ſhall now 
g borrow the words of Sir Charles Sedley, in the laſt age, to 


expreſs my aſtoniſhment, that a nation ſick at heart, as our's 
. is, ſhould wear ſo florid a countenance, But, Sir, is it not 
that hectic bloom which is frequently found to accompany a 


2 radical decay of the conſtitution, or rather ſome artificial 
J beautifier ſpread over the ſurface of a cadaverous ſubſtance, 
„ bor popular ſhow and deluſion ? We have heretofore found it 
R expedient, when this kingdom has been ſhaken to its founda- 
> (ion from one extremity to the other, as it now actually is; 
e wen the original compact between the governing power and 
. the ſubject has been differently conſtrued, and in danger of 
. Deing totally diflolved ; I ſay, Sir, that the Commons in 
. Parliament aſſembled, have found it expedient to enquire in 


te the firſt place into the actual ſtate and condition of the na- 
-. ton in general: for this we have a recent precedent, almoſt 
a within the memory of man, not ſtrictly ſpeaking in the jour- 
” WF nals of the Parliament, but in the journals of a national and 
he WI conſtitutional aſſembly, which has done more good than all 
n. Hour Parliaments ſince the days of Henry III. put together, 
o- hich reſtored and eſtabliſhed on a firm baſis the Proteſtant 
oo eligion, and civil liberties of the people, and which brought 
if WM” the amiable families of Naſſau and of Brunſwick, to 
ng WW =aincain that religion, and te protect us in the enjoyment 
Je of thoſe liberties : I mean, Sir, the Convocation, or Con- 
o- res, in the year 1688, whoſe acts and reſolutions ought, 
ny like the leaves of the ſybils of old, to be ſanctimoniouſſy 
n. erted to, at all times of ſtate perplexity and peril : I there- 
— fore deſire, that the motion made at the opening of this 
Joe Congreſs, commonly called the Convention Parliament, and 
> {Wivbich was the ground-work of the Revolution, be now read, 
ily The motion was then read, which ftands upon the Jour- 
nals in the following words: "That the Houſe do appoint 
a day to take into conſideration the ſtate and condition of the 
nation,” which motion paſſed, nemine contradicente, for the 
Monday following. | 
who Vol. III. F 1 now 
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Great Britain and her colonies, in order to ground thereupoy 


anſwer to his Majeſty's ſpeech this day delivered from the 
throne. 
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- I now move you, Sir, that this Houſe do appoint a day to 
take into conſideration the preſent ſtate and condition «f 


an affectionate and dutiful addreſs to the crown, in an 


Du 
el 
n 
b 


I am ſorry not to ſee the Honourable Member who pro- 
poſed, and ſo ably ſupported this addreſs, now in his ſeat, 
or I flatter myſelf he wovld acknowledge his motion prema- 
ture, and admit of the neceſſity to take the preliminary ſtep 
of aſceftaining the temper and reſources of Great Britain and n 
her colonies, in order to addreſs his Majeſty with good eſ- Wo 
fect; when we ſhall, I truſt, open his eyes to the manifold Men 
impoſitions put upon his royal confidence, by ſome dark and Wt: 
dangerous parracides, ambuſhed too near the throne, and Wo 
help him to reſtore that peace, good order and happineſs, Wh 
throughout all his dominions, without which it is impoſſible ¶ to 


that he can continue to reign over us with ſecurity ; or that of 
ſo pious and benevolent a prince as he is, though he wear er 
the moſt brilliant diadem in Chriſtendom, can make it it eq 
eaſy on his brow. g if 
AMY Conway, againſt the addreſs, apologized for op- Wof 
poſing the king's ſervants, but thought it his Eo to oppole ¶ ¶ de 
this addreſs, becauſe it approved of the American war. Het 
condemned that war as cruel, unneceſſary, and unnatural; ¶ da 
called it a butchery of his fellow ſubjects, to which his conſci- N ce 
ence forbade him to give his aſſent. Though joined with the ¶ de 
king's ſervants, he deteſted that principle of implicity ſup- me 
porting every meaſure of government; and was ſevere upon fat 
thoſe officers of the crown, who, becauſe they are linked WM ex 
with others in adminiſtration, think they are bound to wade WF hit 
through thick and thin with their colleagues. He demanded, Bi the 
with an emphaſis, what was the ſtate of the Britiſh empire in co! 
America? Called upon the nable lord in the blue ribbon lou 
North] to give it, or at leaſt to lay ſome information of t fue 
Rate of affairs in America before the Houſe. Aſked admin. en 
ſtration what part of America was to be called their own! th 
Is Canada yours? he faid ; Is Halifax yours? At this tim me 
is even Boſton yours? It is reported, that Boſton is to b it 
abandoned; where then are the troops to be landed in tb th: 
ani 


ſpring ? Are they, like the firſt emigrants from this count!h 
to fail along the coaſt till they find a place? He reprobai f ap, 
32 idea of conquering America, declared explicitly again tie 
the right of taxation, and wiſhed to ſee the declaratory 10 no 
repealed, fince ſo bad an uſe had been made of it, La uo 
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Lord George Germaine replied, in favour of the addreſs ; Li. G-orge 
at did not fay any thing new, except that he had received a e. 


»ter from General Burgoyne, who ſaid, that notwithſtand- 
ne the diſtreſſes and obſtacles the King's troops met with, 
hey were zealous and determined in defence of their country, 


Capt. Luttrell. I confeſs that I do not feel much ſurprize Capt. Lui- 


at the inflammatory language of ſome gentlemen oppoſite to- * 
e, for I am perſuaded from the vindictive, cruel, and oppreſ- 
ve meaſures they have recommended and purſued towards 
at fellow ſubjects in America, — the receſs of Parlia- 
ment, they determine to ſtake the proſperity of both countries 
to their own emolument and revenge, and at every riſque to 
endeavour to keep their places as long as they can, without at- 
tending to reaſon, humanity, juſtice, or good policy; there- 
fore with them, as with the mercenary and neceſſitous, it may 
bein vain to argue, for they will probably be found as callous 
to conviction as the leaders of adminiſtration are, who inſtead 
of being convinced of the fatal errors they have already been 
guilty of, by the moſt horrid ſcenes of bloodſhed, ſeem with 
equa] raſhneſs to be 2 the colonies, the Weſt · India 
iſfands, this country and all its dependencies, into every ſpecies 
of wretchedneſs, poverty, diſorder, and diſtreſs, that can ren- 
der us miſerable or contemptible abroad. But, Sir, a chance 
ſtill remains that we ſhall be able to avert theſe impending 
dangers ; it is that we may meet protection from the indepen- 
dent gentlemen of England, and from thoſe who have been 
deceived by the miſrepreſentations of ſuch artful and deſigning 
men as I ſhall endeavour to mark by ſeparating the voice of 
faction from that of truth. We have found, Sir, by woeful 
experience from which ſide of the Houſe miſinformation has 
hitherto come. The noble Lord and his adherents, to obtain 
the ſupport of thoſe whom no private intereſt or party zeal 
could bias, aſſured us in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, with 
a confidence and plauſibility too ſufficient to impoſe upon 
ſuch as neither doubted” their integrity, nor were aware of the 
enthuſiaſtic ſpirit for liberty which at that time prevailed 
throughout all America, that the diſpute was by nd 
means of the alarming: nature gentlemen apprehended ; that 
it was a conteſt between a ſingle province and this country 
that the Americans in general were friends to government, 
and waited but the arrival of a ſingle regiment to'manifeſt their 
approbation of meaſures, which we were told, were juſt, poli- 
tical, neceſſary, and eventually would prove ſucceſsful. The 
noble Lord had not a ſingle doubt, but that peace, reconcilia- 
uon, and good fellowſhip _ take place ſpeedily; kappily, 
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and without bloodſhed : but he aſſured us, if the conteſt con. 
tinued we ſtood upon ground that would enable us to enforce 
by arms an acquieſcence with\thoſe laws we had a right to 
impoſe. . That the inſurgents neither merited protection from 
this nor from that fide the water, for they had added the crime 
of the higheſt ingratitude to illegal reſiſtance; that the late 
war was an American war, undertaken merely for their pro. 
tection and ſupport, which had involved this country in a 
heavy debt, and now they refuſed to contribute to it; in ſhort, 
that the conteſt was whether New England or Old England 
ſhould get the better; though I fear this will prove the moſt 
loſing game, on both ſides, that ever was played; for no pe- 
netrating eye yet can diſcern if the victors or the vanquiſhed will 
eventually be the greateſt ſufferers. Sir, a right honourable 
member too, who enjoys a very beneficial employment, toid 
us, for our comfort, that our fellow ſubjects in America were 
indiſcriminately a race of cowards; that they would not abide 
the reſolves of the congreſs, nor ever be brought to face Ge- 
neral Gage's army; Sir, with language like this, dreſſed in 
the beſt attire of eloquence to render it perſuaſive, and the 
temporary bait of three ſhillings land- tax, of which I fear we 
may take our leave, for ever have adminiſtration endeavour- 
ed to lull. gentlemen into a political lethargy ; if with ſucceſs, l 
hope they will awake at this critical moment, and pauſe at 
leaſt before they concur farther in meaſures which muſt render 
us a nation bankruptin men, in treaſure, and in conſequence, 
Now, Sir, what did we learn from this fide of the Houle, and 
from ſome gentlemen near me of rank, property, character, 
and integrity? Why, that adminiſtration were either very ill 
informed themſelves, or meant to deceive us; that the diſpute 
was unfortunately of a more ſerious tendency than probably 
any gentleman had formed an idea of ; that it was by no means 


what the noble Lord repreſented, a partial diſpute between a 


fingle province and this country, but the manly, firm, au- 
dable, and conſtitutional efforts of free-born ſubjects to pre- 
ſerve, at the riſque of their lives, that liberty with which their 
fore-fathers emigrated and which have been hitherto (long 
may it continue ſo) the natural produce of this ſoil ; that the 
late acts of Parliament reſpecting America were reprobaied 
from one end of that continent to the other, as the moſt arbi- 
trary violation of the liberties of, mankind in general, and of 
their rights and privileges as Engliſh ſubjects in particular, 
which they would never ſacrifice to the pride, ambition, ot 
perſecution of any ſet of miniſters whatſoever. Now, Sir, by 
truth's fair teſt let the foes as well as the friends of Amer ” 
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judged. Was the diſpute of the trifling nature government 
repreſented, and are the Americans ſo eaſily to be vanquiſhed? 
Have they not hitherto conformed to the reſolves of the con- 


oreſs as minutely as to any laws upon the face of the earth? 


Will they not fight in a juſt cauſe ? and may they noteven be 
provoked to face Genera] Gage's army? In ſhort, Sir, has not 
the notorious fallacy of every argument of adminiſtration in 
the courſe of a very few months, been made manifeſt to the 
univerſe, But I am aware it will be {aid by ſame, that the 
Americans are neither exonerated from the charge of ingrati- 
tude, nor an attempt to become an independent ftate. To theſe, 
] anſwer, that theſe are aſſertions weak and abſurd as thoſe I 
have recapitulated, and will equally fail in proof; for you 
muſt either deny that America is like any other mercantile na- 
tion, which derives its wealth and conſequence from com- 


merce; or admit that without one ſhip of force to boaſt of, 


ſhe muſt for the preſent at leaſt, and probably for a century to 
come, ſeek the protection of ſome great maritime power, or 
be ſubject every day to have her coaſts inſulted, or her trade 
deſtroyed, by the moſt piratical petty ftates that can boaſt a 
muſquetto fleet, in the like manner they now unfortunately 
and unjuſtly experience from the formidable navy of England, 
whoſe intereſt as well as duty it is to protect and defend them. 
Sir, on the ſcore of gratitude, I muſt obſerve, that where 
great nations, like France and England, ever jealous of the 
power of each other, feel themſelves in a ſituation to take up 
ums, they will not be long finding an occaſion ; but it ſo 
happens that the firſt hoſtilities previous to the late war com- 
menced in Aſia, not in America, the battle of Arcott was fought 
by lord Clixe (then captain Clive) againſt the French; that of 
Tritchinopoly by major Lawrence, and a powerful fleet order- 


ed to India, under the command of the admirals Watſon and 


Pocock, before the French were known to have committed an 
encroachments on the Ohio ; but, Sir, the miniſters of thoſe 
days, in every reſpect very unlike the preſent, regarded America 
as a mine of ineſtimable value to this country, and were there- 
fore tenacious of every acre of that poſſeſſion z they had ſpirit 
enough to reſent the inſults of foreign powers, and wiſdom. 
enough to ſee the importance of the conteſt ; that it was not 
merely whether you would ſuffer the French to harraſs our 
fellow ſubjects in America, which humanity or juſtice ought 
to have forbid their acquieſcence in, but that it was of no 2 
moment, than whether the colonies ſhould remain dependent 
upon England, or become an appendage to the crown of 


France, vir, the French at that time were not only * 5 
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of the beſt fortreſſes and moſt acceſſible harbours in America, 
but of a vaſt tract of territory there, excluſive of the great poſ- 
ſeffions of the Indians, whom they had artfully, politicly, and 
induſtriouſſy gained over to their religion and intereſt, by 
whoſe aſſiſtance they defeated your army under general Brad. 
dock, and would probably have become maſters of the coun- 
try, had you not fortunately intercepted their reinforcements 
and beat them at ſea. Sir, the advantages you derived from 
that victory, to the fatal hour in which you madly threw them 
away, I will not take up the time of the Houſe to enumerate, 
though they are very many that fall within the ſcope of my 
ſuperficial knowledge; I will only ſay, that in addition to the 
increaſe of fome millions annually to your public ſtock, the 
wealth, proſperity and conſequence of your Weſt-India iſlands 
are all derived from America ; ſhe, Sir, has furniſhed them 
with the neceſſaries of life, and with almoſt every kind of ſtore 
fitting to carry on their works. She has taken in barter their 
rum and molaſſos; the ſugars have been moſtly ſent to this 
country, and the nett produce of them circulated amongſt us, 
Now, Sir, the planter may ſeek a diſtant market for his com- 

Ines; he muſt purchaſe his ſtores with ſpecie at vaſt diſ- 
advantage; part of his plantation will be turned into pro- 
viſion grounds, and the loſes he daily ſuſtains by this unfor- 
tunate diſpute-will inevitably encreaſe every hour it Sntinues: 
but I expect to be told, as we were laſt year, that theſe are ima- 
ginary grievances, temporary inconveniencies, and ſhort lived 
diſtreſſes. Here, Sir, admitting that the late war was un- 
dertaken merely for the ſupport and advantage of the Amert- 
cans, then, Sir, to them we fortunately owe the great and 
flouriſhing ſtate of this nation at its concluſion. How unlike, 
Sir, was that war to the preſent! It was conſtitutional, ho- 
nourable, popular, proſperous, and glorious. This, Sir, is 
unnatural, unjuſt, unprofitable, cruel, and revengeful. It 
commenced, Sir, in ignorance and deſpotiſm, and is purſuing 
with a rancour bordering upon madneſs, which can end, at 
beſt, but in the deſtruction of your colonies, with the loſs of 
your troops, Then, Sir, is the lives of the braveſt and 
moſt valuable officers and ſoldiers this or any other country 
ever produced, the only tribute that can ſatiate the blind 
paſſion-and revenge of adminiſtration? Why will they not 
relax a little, and be ſatisfied to entruſt the execution of thell 
bloed<thirſty meaſures to ſuch as are better ſuited to the tem- 
per and diſpoſition of their employers. I mean their favourite 
army of bigotted Canadians, and Roman Catholic marines, 
now raiſing in Ireland, and fitting for ſuch laudable py 
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They, Sir, are the natural enemies of both countries, and 
if they prove ſucceſsful, will be ready to obey the firſt beck 
of their maſters, and return with ſwords ſtained in the blood 
of every American province to enforce either the decla- 
ratory act, à popery bill, or any arbitrary aſſeſſment of ad- 
miniſtration in Ireland, For we haye been told by ve 
prevailing authority, [Mr. Rigby and Mr. Charles Jen- 
kinſon, ] that the eſtabliſhment of their Parliament does not 
preclude us from taxing them, which we may, and ought 
to do whenever we judge proper; for that the Iriſh had the 
power to make bye laws, but nothing more. Indeed, the 
miniſter of that Houſe of Commons inſiſts that this is but the 
raſh opinion of ſome individuals, not that of government; 
I wiſh he may be right, for I fear the Whigs and Proteſtants 
of that country would be able to make but a faint reſiſtance 
againſt ſuch an army. Which way they might probably be 
next diſpoſed of, I will not venture to foretell. But, how- 
ever pleaſing or beneficial the ſmiles or friendſhip of miniſters 
may be, it is with a heart-felt ſatisfaction I reflect that I differ 
as widely in principle as in politicks from a ſet of men, 
whoſe aim, I am afraid, is the ſubverſion of the conſtitution, 
whoſe delight appears to be in blood, and in deſtroying the 
peace of millions, 


Colonel Barr# entered minutely into the particulars and Col. Barre. 


conſequences of the ſummer campaign, deſcribed the ſituation 
of the King's forces as on a wen, or little excreſcence of land, 
blocked up within the town of Boſton, and the fleet not even 
maſter of the river in which itlies ; he drew a concluſion, that 
if an army of 22,000 of our forces, with 20,000 Provincials and 
a fleet of twenty-two ſail of the line, with more than as many 
frigates, were three years in ſubduing Canada, though. com- 
pleated every ſpring—what little proſpe& could there be for 
10,000 men to effect the conqueſt of all America.-He told 
the miniſter, that as he expected but little information from 
him, he would give him ſome : that he had received a letter 


from a Major Caldwell who was ſettled on a large eltate in 


Canada, who aſſured him, that the Canadians were not by 
any means to be driyen into the war; that he had tried the 
arts of perſuaſion in vain; that he aſſembled about 1200 of 
them together, who came with large ſticks, but had conceal- 
ed 400 firelocks in the woods, which they were determined 
to make uſe of againft the Engliſh, if they forced them to 
take either ſide. He ſaid, that General Carleton and Lord 
itt, were within a quarter of an hour of falling into the 

of Jeremiah Duggan, a barber, who was now a Major 


In 
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in the Provincials. He laid the blood of his gallant friend 
Colonel Abercrombie at the Miniſter's door; a man, whom 
particular circumſtances (which he could not then mention 
but which the noble Lord was well acquainted with) ſhould 
have ſecured from ſuch a fate. He added, as to himſelf he 
ſtood there, it was true, an humble individual, brought into 
Parliament with reluctance on his own part, by the hand of 
_ friendſhip; that his Majeſty thought proper to call him into 
his ſervice ; but, when the matter of general warrantz waz 
diſcuſſed in the Houſe, and his conſcience directed him ty 
oppoſe the meaſure, which he modeſtly did by a ſilent vote, 2 
ounger officer was purpoſely put over his head, as an intima. 
tion that his ſervices were no further neceſſary ; he retired, 
without repining, on a ſcanty pittance, as he would have done 
to the moſt mortifying ſtate, without a murmur. His Ma- 
jeſty again thought proper to call him into his ſervice, and 
made him one of the joint vice-treaſurers of Ireland, which he 
held but a ſhort time, owing to a change of both men and mez- 
ſures. Since that time, he had retired with the name indeed of 
Colonel; yet, in truth, ſimply but Mr. Barre. He deſired the 
noble Lord before him, to ſay if he had ever ſolicited the ſmile 
of government; nay, miniſters had empowered him ſince the laſt 
ſeſhons to ſay more ;—but he ſhould be ſilent.— In touching 
on the war- office arragnements, in America, he ſaid, though 
he had loſt one eye in America, he had ſtill one military eye 
left, which did not deceive him. The Americans had been 
called cowards ; that the noble Lord at the head of the admi- 
ralty had wantonly raked up the aſhes of a deceaſed admiral, 
to confirm his haſty aſſertion ; but now he had ſent for a liv- 
ing admiral home, to give the departed one the lie ; - as to 
cowards, they were certainly the greateſt to his knowledge; 
for the 47th regiment of foot, which behaved ſo gallantly at 
Bunker's-Hill, (an engagement that ſmacked more of defeat 
than victory) — the very corps that broke the whole French 
column, and threw them in ſuch diſorder, at the ſiege of 
acbeck, was three parts compoſed of theſe cowards. —He 
would not fay much of himſelf in a military capacity, to give 
weight to this account; yet it could not but be flattering to 
him to reflect, that the dead Wolfe, and the living Amherft, 
honoured him with their eſteem —He animadverted with great 
ſeverity on the Minifter having ſaid ſome time ago, that if 
Parliament would give him the men and money he aſked, be 
would immediately pilot them ſafe through this American 
ſtorm. He then ridiculed the abſurdity of General Gage" 


ſigning the flowery anſwer to General Waſhington's _— 
man 
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manly letter: affirmed that the letter was not the compoſition 
or the commander in chief, but that he was compelled to 
father it by ſuperior powers. He was a 1 officer, but a 


plain man. Spoke highly of General Howe, and General 
Vaſhington, He concluded, with a recommendation to the 
iniſter, to embrace the preſent, the only moment tolerat- 
d by Heaven for an accommodation with the Americans; 
if they were driven a ſtep farther in reſiſtance, the whole 
American continent was loſt for ever, He ſaid, as he had 
mentioned General Gage's letter, a quotation from it might 
now ſupply - him with a general inference, with which 
e would conclude, as a ſeaſonable memento to adminiſtra- 
ion. — Be temperate in political diſquiſition : give free opera- 
pion to truth, and puniſh thoſe who deceive and miſrepreſent ; 
ond not only the effetts, but the cauſes, of this unhappy conflict 
ill be removed. 


aſſured the Houſe, that they would receive ſatisfactory ac- 
ounts to the contrary in ſeven or eight days. | 


igorous meaſures againſt America. Said ſixty thouſand men 
pught to be ſent to reconquer that country; it was a ſyſtem 
that muſt be purſued with ſpirit, even though we loſt all the 
owns and provinces upon that continent, to put us upon a 
proper footing to negociate with them. 


Lord Barrington denied the diſaffection of the officers, &c. Lord Bars 


Mr. Wedderburn replied to Colonel Barre, accuſed him of Mr. d. 
drawing falſe inferences from his own premiſes ; defended derburne. 


4L 


Mr. Burke repeated ſome expreſſions of Lord North, on Mr. Burke, 


merican affairs, ſome time ſince; ſuch as, that he would 
ring the Americans to his feet, &c. and contraſted them 
with the late events in America; which cauſed a good deal 
pf laughter. He afterwards compared the Americans to a 
people who had emancipated themſelves, and deſcribed the 


mother-country as a piratical diſturber of the ports and trade 


of the cologies. He ſpoke largely on the diſgrace brought 
pon the Britiſh arms, by being cooped up a whole campaign 


In Boſton, by thoſe who had been called an undiſciplined 


owardly rabble. He ftrongly repreſented the danger to 
reat-Britain in carrying on the American war; and con- 
luded with adviſing the miniſters to meet America with a 
iendly countenance, nor longer let England appear like a 


porcupine, armed all over with acts of Parliament, oppreſſive 


0 trade and America. 


vho had brought the nation into its preſent difficulties. Ad- 


miniſtration, he ſaid, exult at having brought us into this di- 
. 6 


Vol. III. | lemmas 


Mr. C. For deſcribed Lord North as the blundering pilot Mr. c. Fez, 
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lemma, They have reaſon to triumph. Lord Chatham, the 


king of Pruſſia, nay, Alexander the Great, never gained more 


i1 ore campaign than the noble Lord has loſt—he has loſt: 
whole continent. Altho' he thought the Americans had gone 


too far, and were not juſtifiable in what they had done, yet they 


were r r or reſiſting, than they would have beeq 


had they ſubmitted to the tyrannical acts of a Britiſh parliament 


— that when the queſtion was, whether a people ought to ſub- 
mit to ſlavery, or aim at freedom by a ſpirited reſiſtance, the 
alternative which muſt ſtrike every Engliſhman was, the 


choice of the latter. He took occaſion to ſpeak of his father, 


and the fluctuation of miniſters at the commencement of the 
laſt war. He declared his father was ſecretary of ſtate only 
four months, and finding himſelf without power, and merely 
a nominal miniſter, he did as every man of ſpirit ſhould do 
on ſuch an occaſion, he gave up his place. He then applied 
this obſervation to the noble Lord on the Treaſury-bench, 
and in a very pointed manner intimated that it was high time 
a change of men took place, that a change of meaſures might 
accompany it. He took occaſion to mention the politici 
diſtinctions of Whig and Tory, and deſcribing the preſent mi- 
niſters as enemies to freedom, declared they were tories. Bt 
made a compariſon between the conduct of adminiſtration and 
the conduct of America, ſhewing the weakneſs, the error, 
and the imprudence of the former, and the firmneſs, the ſpi- 
rit, and the juſt purſuits of the latter. He combated the ar- 
gument in the King's ſpeech which inferred that America 
aimed at independency ; and by a chain of reafoning, he ſhewech 
that to be popular in America it was neceſſary to talk of de- 
pendance on Great Britain, and to hold that out as the ob- 
ject in purſuit. He rallied Lord North on the rapid progres 
he had made in misfortune, having expended nearly as large: 
ſum to acquire national diſgrace as that moſt able miniſter 
Lord Chatham had expended in gaining that glorious luſtre 
with which he had encircled the Britiſh name. He did not 
approve of every thing done by that noble Lord [ Lord Chat 
ham] but all muſt confeſs his great and ſurprizing talents as1 
minifter. He declared oppoſition to be cordially united if 
every part. He retorted on adminiſtration for their having 
laſt year arouſed the younger part of the Houſe by their . 
peals to the ſpirit of Engliſhmen to enforce vigorous meaſures, 
and aſked whether that ſpirit was diſcernible in the pitiful 
party of the military ſent to Boſton, or in the rigorous wer 
ſures of that party; declaring, that if the ſpirit the miniſtry 
had appealed to was ſtill in exiſtence, it would not be pry 


K. = > 


_——— TA a OY 


= fn > => > > Aa aw in Goof cd a ro a w 


. © © mY 00 


— 
0 


Er 


A. 1775. "ME DB &'TF ES, 


them to their places. After ſeverely rebuking them 
— — 2 to ſhift the blame from * to Gene- 
ral Gage, he concluded with adviſing adminiſtration to place 
America where ſhe ſtood in 1763, and to repeal every act 
paſſed ſince that period, which affected either her freedom or 


her commerce. 


Lord Nerth ſaid, he held the pity and contempt of the ho- Lord nt. 


nourable gentleman [Mr. Fox] in equal indifference. He de- 
clared that the words quoted with ſo much humour by the 
hon, gentleman [Mr. Burke] had never been uſed by him in 
the ſenſe to which he had applied them, and complained 
of the injuſtice done him both in the Bngliſh and Ame- 
rican news- papers, by printing falſe accounts of his ſpeeches 
in parliament. Reſpecting the obſervations made by the laſt 
honourable gentleman [Mr. Fox] on the changes in the mi- 
-niſterial departments at the commencement of the war, he 
the Houſe to recollect, that though the men were 
changed, the ſame meaſures were purſued, but that for his 
own part he wiſhed not to remain a day in office after he 
was thought inactive, inattentive, or inconſiderate. That if 
the ſcheme of repealing every American act paſſed fince 1763, 
was adopted, there was certainly an end to the diſpute, for 
from that moment America would be independent of Eng- 
land. That many of the acts were framed for the neceſſary 
ſupport of the ſuperiority of the mather country, on points 
in which her right of ſuperiority had never been queſtioned 
till America was refractor y; that all of the acts were rather 
acts of juſtice than of cruelty, and that the act preventing 
the — from trading with other countries, which the 
gentlemen in oppoſition made ſo much rout about, was not 
paſſed till the colonies, by a non - importation agreement, had 
refuſed to trade with England, who had nurtured them to 
their preſent greatneſs, and had therefore, on the principles 
of gratitude and recompence, an excluſive right to the bene- 
fits of their commerce. His lordſhip then ſaid, that if he 
underſtood the meaning of the words Whig and Tory, which 
the laſt ſpeaker [Mr. Fox] had mentioned, he conceived that 
it was the characteriſtic of whiggiſm to gain as much for the 
people as poſſible, while the aim of toryiſm was to encreaſe 
the prerogatiye. That in the preſent caſe, adminiſtration 
contended for the right of Parliament, while the Americans 
talked of their belonging to the crown. Their langu 
therefore was that of toryiſm, although, through the artful 
deſigns of the real enemies of freedom, the good ſenſe of the 


people of England 9 to be miſled, and falſe 
F 3 2 
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opinions were induſtriouſly inculcated throughout the king. 
dom. The ſpeech and the propoſed addreſs, his lordſhip ſaid, 
tied the Houſe down to no point, it could not therefore be 
of ill conſequence to carry the latter to the throne. That 
the meaſures adminiſtration meant now to purſue, were to 
ſend a powerful ſea and land force to America, and at the 
ſame time to accompany them with offers of mercy upon a 
proper ſubmiſſion, © This (concluded his lordſhip) will 
ſhew we are in earneſt, that we are prepared to puniſh, but 
are nevertheleſs ready to forgive; this is, in my opinion, the 
moſt likely means of producing an honourable reconcilia- 
tion.“ 

Mr. Dunning againſt the addreſs. Had heard it was the 
intention of adminiſtration to ſend a large force to America to 
compel ſubmiſſion. and that foreign troops were introduced 
into the Britiſh dominions for that purpoſe. He ſaid, the 
meaſure ought not to have been taken without the conſent 
of Parliament. Without ſuch conſent he peremptorily pro- 
nounced it to be illegal. To this is to be added, not only 
the diſgrace, but the bad tendency and evil conſequences of 
which this meaſure may be productive, if ſuffered to pals 
into a precedent. 


Mr.Thburive., The Attorney General [Mr Thurloe] in ſupport of the ad- 
— dreſs, declared that in his opinion, there was no illegality in 


the meaſure of ſending Hanoverian troops to garriſon the 
fortreſſes of Gibraltar and Mahon, and therefore that no bad 
tendency or evil conſequences could arife from it. 

Sir A. Ferguſſon, Mr. Rice, Mr. Folliffe, and Mr. Fre 
man, 2 likewiſe for the addreſs ; and Sir Edward Aſiy 
againſt it, | 

The a quarter paſt four o'clock in the morning the Houſe 
divided upon the amendment; for it 108, againſt it 278. 
The following is a Liſt of the Minority upon this Diviſion, 


Gen. Acourt A Edmund Burke 

Serj. Adair © Lord George Cavendiſh 
Evelyn Anderſon Lord Frederick Cavendiſh 
Sir Edward Aſtley Lord John Cavendiſh 

Rt. Hon, Iſaac Barre Lord Richard Cavendiſh 
Charles Barrow Ld. G. Aug. Hen, Cavendiſh 
Nathaniel Bay] _ Clarke 

Lord Ch. Ed. Bentinck ir Robert Clayton 
Richard Benyon | Wenman Coke 

Hon. Peregrine Bertie Rt. Hon. H. S. Conway 
Thomas Brand John Cooper 

Sir Henry Bridgeman Ric, Hippiſ. Coxe 
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7. Laurence Cox 
d, John Crewe 
be Wl George Dempſter 
at ohn Dunning 
4 Fielde 
he Savile Finch 
2 Sir Mich. le Fleming 
il WW Thomas Foley, junior 
ut Viſcount Folkſtone 
he Hon. Charles James Fox 
la- Sir Thomas Frankland 
Ambroſe Goddard 
he Lord George Gordon 
to Charles Goring 
et Ralph Gowland 
be WI Marquis of Granby 
Robert Gregory 
* Grenville, junior 
ir William Guiſe 
John Halliday 


Sir Harbord Harbord 
d- David Hartley 
in George Hayley 
he WI Richard Hopkins 
ad WI George Hunt 
William Huſſey 
- George Johnſtone 
John Johnſtone 
Hon. Auguſtus Keppel 
uſe Lord George Lenox 
Sir James Lowther 
"Ne Ear] Ludlow 
John Luther 
Hen, Temple Luttrell 
Hon, John Luttrell 


1 


Rt. hon. W. G. Hamilton 


Frederick Montagu 
Hans Wintrop 8 
William Nedham 
Richard Oliver 
Henry Peirſe 
Charles Anderſon Pelham 
Sir James Pennyman 
Nathaniel Polhill 
Alexander Popham 
William Pulteney 
John Radcliffe 
Sir George Robinſon 
Sir John — 
Samuel Salt 
Sir George Savile 
Sir Charles Saunders 
John Sawbtidge 
James Scawen 
Robert Scott 
Charles Fitz. Scudamore 
John Scudamo re 
Henry Seymour 

ohn Smith 

rederick Standert 
Walter Stanhope 
Thomas Thoroton 
Re. hon. T. Townſhend, jun. 
John Trevannion 
George Forſter Tuffnell 
Charles Turner 
Earl of Tyrconnel 
Earl Verney | 
Hon. Geo. Venables Vernon 
Sir William Wake 
Hon. Thomas Walpole 
Hon. Richard Walpole 


Joſeph Martin Hon. R. Boyle Walſingham 
dir Joſeph Mawbey William Weddell 
iſh Hugo Meynell Viſcount Wenman 
dir Thomas Miller ohn Wilkes 
dir John Moleſworth Jaco Wilkinſon 
Criſp Molyneux ir George Yonge 


Tellers, W. Plummer and G. Byng, Eſqꝗrs, 110. 
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Mr. Speaker laid before the Houſe the following paper. 


To the King's moſt excellent Majeſty, the Lords {piritual | 
and temporal, and the Commons of Great-Britain in Par-. 
liament aſſembled. t 

| 


The addreſs, petition, and memorial of the repreſentatixes 
of the freeholders of the province of Nova Scotia, in 
general aſſembly. 8 


YouR loyal and ever dutiful houſe of aſſembly of the 

province of Nova Scotia, moſt humbly beg leave to 
addreſs our.gracious Sovereign, and both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment, at this dreadful and alarming criſis, when civil diſ- 
cord, and 1ts melancholy conſequences are impending oyer 
all Britiſh America | 3 

Actuated by the warmeſt ties of duty and affection to the 

rſon and family of our moſt gracious ſovereign, animated 
with the firmeſtattachment to the mother country, zealous to 
ſupport her power and conſequence, over all the Britiſh do- 
minions, and dreading a ſeparation from her government and 
protection as the greateſt political evil which can befall u 
or our poſterity. 

Influenced by the principles of humanity and the juſt 

rights of mankind in civil ſociety, we tremble at the gloomy 
proſpect before us, we feel for our gracious King, we fett 
for our mother country, of which many of us are natives, 
we feel for the Britiſh American race, once the moſt loyal, 
virtuous, and happy of mankind; animated with ſuch prin- 
ciples, may we not approach the ſupreme legiſlature of the 

"Britiſh empire, and as dutiful children of juſt and indulgent 
parents, may we not moſt humbly ſolicit for ſuch regulz- 
tions as we conceive moſt likely to preſerve the inhabitant 
of this province in duty and allegiance to our King, in ret- 

dering permanent their connection with, and dependence 00 
the ſupreme legiſlature of Great-Britain, and preſerving u- 
violably to us, and our pofterity, the juſt rights of men 1 
civil ſociety. 

We are fully ſenſible that we have no right to pray fo 
redreſs of grievances, to-requeſtprivileges or regulations, un- 
leſs We acknowledge your right over-us-;. therefore — the 

repreien 
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repreſentatives of the freeholders of Nova-Scotia, do unani- 
mouſly moſt humbly acknowledge our gracious ſovereign George 
the Third, king of Great-Britain, the Lords fpiritual and tem- 
ral, and the 1 of Great Britain in Parliament aſſem- 
bled, to be the ſupreme legiſlature of this province and of all 
the Britiſh domintons, and that it is our indiſpenſable duty to 
pay a due proportion of the expence of this great empire. 

Having thus, as obedient ſubjects, acknowledged our duty 
to our King, and our willing ſubmiſſion to the ſupreme le- 
giſlature of the Britiſh empire, we humbly requeſt the right 
of being heard in reſpect of our grievances or wifhes; and 
2 our proceedings in this aſſembly may poſſibly. have ſome 
mfluence with other aſſemblies in America, we humbly hope 
it will not ſeem preſuming if we enter on the ſubject. 

We humbly conceive it will be neceſſary to the peace and 
happineſs of the Britiſh empire, that the tax to be raiſed in 
the colonies, and which ſhall be at the diſpoſal of the Bri- 
tiſh parliament, and the proportion of each colony toward 
the unperial expence, ſhould be of ſuch a nature, as it may 
never after be neceſſary to alter it. | 

We are alfo humbly of opinion, that this tax ſhould be 
of ſuch a nature as ſhould not depreciate, but ſhovld increaſe 
in the ſame ratio with the affluence of the inhabitants of this 
province, 

We are alſo humbly of opinion, that the tax ſhould be 
ff ſuch a nature, as not to be liable to be affected by the 
Increaſe or diminution of the metals of gold and filver in 
the world, | 

From theſe confiderations we humbly offer it as our opinion 

hat the fitteſt tax for this purpoſe would be a duty of ſo much 
cent, upon all commodities imported into this province, 


hot being the produce of the Britiſh dominions in Europe and 


Unerica, (except the article of bay ſalt): this tax will in- 
lude almoſt all the luxuries made ufe of, and will increaſe 
n an equal ratio with the affttuence of the inhabitants; and 
f the rates of the ſeveral articles are fixed every ten years, 
or the future and ſubſequent ten years, it will not be liable 
7 way in value by the increaſe of the metals of gold 
and filver, | 

We therefore humbly pray that the ſupreme legiſlature 
df the Britiſh empire will pleaſe to accept of a tax as above 
pointed out; and fo conſcious are we of your juſtice and hu- 
nanity, that we requeſt to know what proportion would be 


leafing or agreeable to you; reminding you to 3 | 
| . 
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that this province having no manufactories or lucrative com- 
merce, muſt ever have a ſcarcity of ſpecie. 

We alſo humbly pray, that when the exigencies of the 
ſtate may require any further ſupplies from this province, 
that then ſuch requiſitions may be made in the uſual manner 
formerly practiſed, whereby we may have an opportunity of 
ſhewing our duty and attachment to our Sovereign, and our 
ſenſe of the cauſe for which the requiſition is made, by which 
means, and that only, our gracious — can be ac- 
22 with the true ſenſe of the people in theſe his diſtant 

ominions. 

We alſo humbly pray, that you will permit us, and in- 
ſtruct your governor to conſent to an act to diſqualify and 
deprive every member of the community from the rights 
and privileges of a fubje& in civil proſecutions, who {hall 
be detected in any illicit trade or fraudulent dealing, toge- 
ther with their aiders, abettors, or concealors, in this or any 
other branch of the revenue. 

This will render unneceſſary a multitude of officers em- 
ployed to detect illicit trade, and prevent that diſguſt and 
evil ſpirit which has been created by their inſolence, and wil 
prevent that corruption of manners, and that contempt of 
the crime of perjury, which is now become ſo open and fla- 

ant, We humbly requeſt that you will appoint good and 
ufficient ſalaries to the officers of the cuſtoms, and abſolutely 
forbid them to take any fee, in any caſe whattoever, as we 
have found that the detail of revenue-duty, in all its depart- 
ments, have been clogged with unneceſlary forms and trifling 
regulations, to increaſe the fees and perquiſities of the off: 
cers ; and are alſo humbly of opinion that if thoſe officer 
were under the controul of the governor, the council and 
judges of the ſupreme court of this province, it would be 
more for the advantage of his Majeſty's ſervice and the good 
of the reyenue. Wealſo humbly requeſt, that if the mode 
of taxation be pleaſing to you, 8 you will permit and 0r- 
der the legiſlative council, and the judges of the ſupreme 
court for the time being, to determine and affix the rate d 
the taxed articles, every ten years, for every ſubſequent teb 

ears. | 
: Your ever dutiful, loyal, and affectionate houſe of aflem- 
bly would not in theſe unhappy times preſume to mental 
their own grievances, or requelt any particular privileges, | 
you ſhould ſuppoſe they were meant conditional of their 
duty and allegiance this day acknowledged: but as the hum: 
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le friends of our King and mother country, may we not re- 
ectfully point out thote meaſures which may beſt tend to pre- 
'rve the inhabitants of this province in loyalty and allegiance, 
ad although we are not at this time in ſuch circumſtances as 
raiſe a revenue for the ſupport of the interior civil govern- 
ent of this province, agreeable to the preſent plan eſta- 
iſhed by his Majeſty, and which ſeems abſolutely neceſ- 
dry for the dignity of government in a country, whoſe par- 
cular fituation and advantages are ſuch as may probably in- 
ace government to order it to be the head quarters of the 
ritiſh land and fea forces in America. But although we 
ay be unable wholly to ſupport fo large yet neceſſary civil 
ft, yet we are willing to ſet apart a fund for that purpoſe, 
hich will neceffarily increaſe with the opulence and num- 
er of the inhabitants, and will in time relieve our parent 


tate from the heavy burthen of our ſupport ; our poverty 


a province will not prevent a Britiſh King and Parliament 
om hearing and juſtly reheving us, when as humble and 
utiful ſubje&s, and being well acquainted with this country 
d its inhabitants, we only beg leave to inform our gra- 
jous King and Parliament with the meaſures which we con- 

Ive would beſt tend to the peace and happineſs of this 
ountry. 

We therefore moſt humbly prefume to offer as our opi- 
ion, that no native of this province may ever be appointed 
goyernor or lieutenant governor in this province, the am- 
ton of affluent individuals in the provinces, to acquire go- 
ernments, have led to faction and parties, ſubverſive of the 
ace and happinefs of the people, the good of the province, 

d the honour of government, probably the preſent diſputes 
America may have been promoted by this cauſe. 

We are humbly of opinion that the members of the legi- 
ve council ſhould be appointed for life, and that no per- 
dn ſhould be appointed a member of the council, unleſs he 
 polleffed of landed property in the province, to the value 
one thouſand pounds at leaſt ; and we moſt humbly pray 
at no collector or under officer of the cuſtoms, or æny offi- 
r who is directly or indirectly concerned in the collection 

the provincial revenue, may ever be admitted to a ſeat at 
e council board. g 

We humbly pray, moſt fervently, that the officers of the 
uitoms ; and every officer concerned in collecting the pro- 
_ctal revenue, may be prohibited from ſerving as repre- 
Natives in general a . 
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- We humbly pray that the elections for the repreſentative 
e triennial, may be by ballot, and that 
the day of election triennially, may be fixed by law, and that 
every officer of government be particularly prohibited from 
interfering in elections under ſevere and heavy penalties, 

We humbly pray that the judges of the ſupreme court of 
this province may have their commiſſions during good be- 
haviour, in the ſame manner as in England. 

We humbly pray that after the deceaſe of the preſent 
judges, that all future judges may be appointed. in England, 
and may not be natives of this province ; we can trace the 
preſent unhappy diforders in America to the want of a r. 
gulation of this kind. 

We humbly requeſt your Majeſty will graciouſly permit 
the legiſlature of this province. to aſcertain the number and 
boundaries of the ſeveral counties in this province, 

Moſt gracious King, grant and permit us a ſheriff in each 
and every county, and deliver us from a provoſt marſhal, 
preſiding over this whole province, whoſe influence, owing 
to the nature of his office and the number of his deputies, 
muſt be exceffive, and whoſe power in elections is abſolute; 
if we are not relieved 1n this particular, we can have no pre- 
tenſions even to the name of freemen. 

. We humbly pray that your Majeſty will graciouſly per- 
mit and order, that a recorder of deeds and conveyance 
be appointed in each and every county, and not a deputy t0 
a principal reſiding elſewhere, 

Our gracious King cannot be inſenfible of the great ne- 
ceſſity there is that the moſt reſpectable perſons in the com- 
munity be appointed to the commiſſions of the peace; legi 
authority unleſs aided by the good opinion of the people, cu 
have but little effect; N the reaſon why the moſt rt- 
ſpectable perſons decline the office, is becauſe they are liabl 


do be diſmiſſed unheard, the want of power in the magiſtrats 


to execute or enforce the laws has been a general c 
in America, 

We humbly pray that the governor, council and judges 
the ſupreme court may conſtitute a court of vice admuralt 
throughout the province, to determine all cauſes cognifabl 
in ſuch courts, agreeable to law and equity, and to receive 90 
fees therefor, 

We humbly pray that any two or more of the judges o 
the ſupreme court, and a jury ballotted for and ſtruck by tl 
parties, ſhall conſtitute a court of equity in all civil cat 
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throughout this province, ſubject only to appeals to his Ma- 
jeſty in council, where the property conteſted may amount 
to fire hundred pounds ſterling or upwards. 

We humbly pray to be delivered from the oppreſſion of 
practitioners in the law, and pray that in all civil actions their 
fees, charges and perquiſites = be limitted to five per 
cent, on all ſums declared for or defended ; it is not the deſire 
of our good King to have his quiet and inoffenſive ſubjects 
in this quarter of the globe given up to be perſecuted by a 
few rapacious men, 

Moſt benign King, your Majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed 
to grant tracts of land in this province, upon various condi- 
tions of ſettlement and payment of quit- rents, many of the 
conditions of ſettlement were impracticable, and others fo ex- 
penſive that the 1e were not able fully to effect them, we 
humbly pray to be exonerated from thoſe ſevere conditions, 
and that you will graciouſly limit the power of the court 
of eſcheats to defaults in the payment of the quit-rent only. 

This houſe is ſorry to obſerve that moſt cruel uſe has been 
made of this power of eſcheating land, even to the de- 


priving of two old officers of the gratuity given them by 


your Majeſty for near forty years of military ſervice, and 
that to gratify two domeſticks of that governor who or- 
dered the eſcheatment ; and at this time a tra& of land 
is advertiſed to be eſcheated, on which the proprietors have 
laid out near four thouſand pounds. 

Finally, we moſt humbly requeſt that the aſſembly of this 
province may be called together annually, and that no go- 
vernor may be allowed to diſſolve or prorogue them when 
he ſhall be informed that they are 8 a petition to 
our gracious King and Parliament of Great-Britain. 

Moſt gracious 3 „ we have unhappily experienced 
that the redreſs of our grievances, and thoſe requeſted regu- 
lations, could not come from us in the conſtitutional mode 
of laws which muſt have paſſed a council, ſome of them 
without property in the province or intereſt in our welfare. 

May the God of all googinel ſhower down on our gracious 
Sovereign and his beloved 5 every temporal bleſſing. 


May the ſpirit of concord, juſtice and public virtue direct 
the councils of the Britiſh ſenate, and may the Father of 
mercies preſerve conſtitutional freedom to the Britiſh race in 
every part of the globe. W. NESBITT, Speaker. 
1 Hahfax, June, 24, 1775. 
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Mr. Ack- ; QA 27. 

3 Mr. Acland reported the addreſs agreed to yeſterday. 

Mr. Hari» Mr. Hartley preſſed Lord North to declare, that it ſhould 

iy. be underſtood, that agreeing to the report now brought up 

by Mr. Acland ſhould not be deemed a full and decifive ap- 
probation of its contents, nor preclude the Houſe in any 
manner from taking the meaſures recommended in it, into 
conſideration on any future day. "& 

Mr. Field. Mr. Fielde approved of this caution and heſitation. of the 

honourable gentleman [Mr. Hartley] and thought the advice 

SiiM.W. Sir Matthew Hhite Ridley ſaid, he had gone along with the 

Ridly. miniſter during the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament upon the ſuppo- 
þ ſition that his information, regarding America was autheat:; 

andi to be depended upon; but now that he found it was other- 
wile, he. went away laft night without giving any, vote, a con- 
1 duct he wiſhed to avoid, and therefore he called upon 
- the miniſter to lay ſufficient, information before the Houſe, 
that 2 might kno the ground upon which they were 
to proceed | 
Look Nerchdechined lying with theſe requeſts : but ſaid, 
in general, that the navy and army would be taken into conſt: 
deration in the courſe of the „ and he believed that either 
the days appointed for that purpoſe would be the moſt pro- 
per time for ſtating objections, or framing any motion. 
This anſwer brought up Mr. Powys, who moved to te- 
commit the addreſs ; in order to leave out what related t 
the Hanoverian troops, viz. ** We thankfully acknowledge the 
gracious. conſiderations which induced your Mazel to ſend a 
art of your electoral troops to the garriſons of Gibraltar 25 
abon, in order that a larger number,” &c. This changel 
the debate to the general ſubject of America. 

[On this ſubſekk of the Hanoverian troops, the argu- 
ments were chiefly directed againſt that paragraph in tis 
addreſs which. thanks his Majefty for his gracious conſt: 
deration, in ſending part of his electoral troops to garriſon 
the es of Cfvraltar and Minorca, Thoſe who 08 
dem e paragraph argued againſt its illegality, its being 
— pan to the Bill of Rights ny above all, 
its being a precedetit of a moſt alarming and dangerous ten- 
dency, as it, tecogniſed a power in the King to introduce 
foreigners. into his Britiſh dominions, and to raiſe armia 
without the previous conſent of Parliament. It was de 
ed on a variety of grounds. Firſt, on the idea, that the para- 
.graph ex pręſſed nor implied no approbation of the —_ 
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that the Bill of Rights paſſed at the Revolution was a declara- 
tory lau, and that law, to uſe Mr. Attorney General's own 
words, embraced no part of the Britiſh dominions beyond 
the limits of this iſland ; that the neceſſity of the meaſure 
juſtified it, becauſe of the delay it might occaſion, and the 
conſequent embarraſſment it might bring on, in the future 
opreſs of this buſineſs ; that it was nothing new for 6009 
Dutch bad come over, in the year 1745, to our aſſiſtance, 
without any ſuch previous conſent. Ihe gentlemen in op- 
poſition conſidered the paragraph as a full approbation of the 
meaſures ; whilft the friends of adminiſtration inſiſted it was 
no more than a compliment to his Majeſty's good intentions, 
and left the meaſure itſelf a matter of future deliberation. 
Mr, Wedderburne and Mr. Dunning had a long converſa- 
tion upon the different interpretations of the clauſe. Very 
few of the ſpeakers confined: themſelves to this ſingle point, 
but ſucceſſively beat over the wide ground of the general diſ- 
pute with America. The miniſter, however, quitting his 
ground, left his ſupporters by themſelves, / and fairly owned 
de was the adviſer of the paragraph, and chat he was framly 
perſuaded. of its legality, wiſdom, and expediency. This 
explanation was occaſioned by his being preſſed, in caſe the 
ppoſition agreed to the report, that his ip would agree 
o review the propoſition, and give it a full and fair diſeuſ- 
fion on ſome future day to be appointed for that purpaſe.} 
Mr. Cornwall entered into American: affairs. H 
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her by the Parliament, in not granting a ſufficient force; by 
he miniſtry, in not properly applying the forces granted; or by 
the officers who had the command of them, in not exer- 
ling them effectually, he would not then aſſert; but pro- 
bably might one day afford matter for enquiry in that Houſe. 
However, he could not avoid ſaying thus much in favour of 
adminiſtration, that a miniſter in this country, though he 
nay ſee much farther into future events than the reſt of his 
ountrymen, cannot take any great ſtep without having the 
of the people againſt him. Had government demanded 
0,000 men laſt ſeſhon to ſend to America, Parliament per- 
Maps would not have granted them; but now that the nation 
eemed to approve of ſending a ſufficient force, he did not 
loubt of ſucceſs, He then proceeded to make ſome remarks 
on the conduct of the late Lord Holland, when ſecretary of 
ate, at the beginning of the laſt war, in alluſion to what had 
en (aid by Mr. Fox the night before; and concluded by at- 
Kung a noble Duke [Duke of Grafton] for his * 


e acknow- Mr. Ce- 
ledged there had been miſmanagement ſomewhere; but whe- wal. 


FSI 


34 


Mr. c. Fer. Mr. Charles Fox vindicated his father, and defended the 


Lard Advo- The Lord Advocate of Scotland ſaid, it would be ridicu- 
cateof Scet · Ious in adminiſtration to recede, or to liſten, at preſent, u 


lieve that government had ſo many friends in America, that the 
appearance of a few regiments there would give them ſecurityin 


the forces laſt ſeffion : peace was his object in that meaſure; 
'but now that the miniſter declared bimfelf for war, he coul 
not but object to his proceedings. He could not conſent ty 
the bloody conſequnces of ſo filly a gonteſt about ſo filly u 
object, conducted in the ſillieſt manner that hiſtory, or obſer 
vation, had ever furniſhed an inſtance of; and from which 


fectual a reſiſtance ; that all Europe would ſay we had fel 
dur inability to enforce our rights, and therefore were glu 
to accommodate matters on any terms; that when we hat 
regained and re- eſtabliſhed our authority there, he would be 


perilous and deplorable ſituation. He concluded with an a. 
tack upon oppoſition, which he executed with great goo 


action in Great Britain againft their officers, and that if a 
of them ſhould be put to death, in conſequence of the {et 
"tence of a court martial, thoſe who gave that ſentence 

be guilty of murder according to our laws; he inſiſted, ua 


part of this kingdom, and he was againſt the paragraph, #* 
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noble Duke; but as he quoted the ſpeech the noble Duke 
had made the night before in another Houſe, he was called to 
order by the Houſe and by the Speaker. He proteſted thathe 
had been deceived by the miniſtry ; he had been taught to be. 


avowing themſelves ; ſecure in obedicnce to our laws, and en. 
ſure peace; that apon this principle he voted for ſending over 


we were likely to derive nothing, but poverty, miſery, di- 
grace, defeat, and ruin. 


conciliatory meaſures, whilſt America was making fo eſ 


happy to join in any plan for the better and more happy go 
vernment of that part of the empire. He ſaid, it was nt 
uncommon for Great Britain to be unſucceſsful in the begin- 
ning, and victorious in the progreſs and concluſion of her 
wars; and that he was not at all diſma by the gloomy 
pictures which ſome gentlemen were pleaſed to draw of out 


humour. | | 
Governor John lone arraigned the conduct of adminiſm. 


tion pretty ſeverely ; he declared that he was certain the Hr 
noverian ſoldiers could not be tried by martial law for 1 It 


offences; that if they ſhould. be tried, they would have u lia 


our garriſons abroad were, in the true ſenſe of the word, # 
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The Attorney General [Mr. Thurlee] inſiſted that decen- Mr. Tr 


ey demanded that we ſhould return his Majeſty. thanks for 

the conſiderations which induced him to take the ſtep, though 

we might afterwards condemn the meaſure, Suauiter in 

modo, ſed fortiter in re, ſhould ever be a maxim in Britiſh. 
minds ; he declared that it was his opinion. that the Bill of 
Rights did not forbid the introduction of foreign troops into 

our territories abroad ; that it only mentioned this kingdom ; 

that conſequently he could no more fee any illegality, than 

he could danger, in the meaſure, | | 


Mr. Charles Melliſh. J agree with the gentlemen on the Mr. Cherie 


other fide of the Houſe, that every government is originally 
inſtituted for the governed; but J muſt infiſt, that, when a 
government is actually formed, it becomes the duty of the 
overned to ſubmit to the governors. I will however agree, 
2 there is at times a power of conſtitutional reſiſtance; and 
that in our own government, if a King's miniſter oppreſſed 
the body of the people by repeated acts of violence, our an- 
ceſtors had, under the ſanction of the two Houſes, attempted. 
to remedy the grievance, I will alſo admit, that if Lords 
and Commons, at the will of any King or any miniſter, could 
ſo far betray their ſacred truſt, as to tyrannize oyer the X 
verned in fuch a manner that human nature could not ſub- 
mit to the tyranny (which was a caſe I thought ſcarcely poſ- 
ible to exiſt, and my blood run cold at the thoughts of it} 
| was ſettled in my principles; if the bulk of the people con- 
curred, and I could not be miſtaken, I ſhould oppoſe the ap- 
pearance of a conſtitution which no longer exiſted, and then 
Iwill allow, that any new. government is better for the 
yerned ; but I call upon gentlemen to conſider, if the two 
Houſes of Parliament, ſupported by the united voice of the 
people, were cautious in their method of oppoſing the King 
alone, how much more ought gentlemen to be cautious in at- 
tacking the ſacred conſtitution of King, Lords and, Com- 
mons. In order properly to conſider whether ſuch a caſe ex- 
iſted, we muſt look for its ſigns. Freedom of debate in Par- 
lament ſeems to me the great touch-ſtone ; and I dare ſay 
that every gentleman who hears me will be of my opinion, 
that at no tune this Houſe has ever enjoyed more freedoin of 
debate than at preſent; it has kept us from our beds till five 


ir rh . and may probably keep us to the ſame hour 
is night. ä Wes 

Much had been ſaid in former debates, F on an 
equal repreſentation, Indeed in our on ſtate the repreſen- 
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tation was formed originally equal, I mean in the time of 
William the Firſt. It was, indeed, a repreſentation of merely 
the landed intereſt, Time has by degrees produced ſo total 
an inequality of repreſentation, that now it is a certain fact, 
that not one third part of England is repreſented in Parliament, 
Does it not therefore follow, as a conſequence, that America 
has no more reaſon to complain for the want of a repreſenta. 
tron, than two thirds of the people of England? 

Here it is that the fiction of law ſteps in to the relief of the 
ſuhject; it declares us members for every part of his Majeſty's 
dominions, and conſequently for America ; it has, therefore, 
altered the antient 7 of the conſtitution, which ſaid, that 
the metnber was obliged to obey his conſtituents. Neceflity 
has adopted this fiftion of a virtual repreſentation, and it i; 
now become our duty to conſult the intereſt of the kingdom 
in general, in preference to the advantage of our borough 
or * 

It is ſtrange that reaſonable men ſhould not be contented 
with the government of the country in which they live. I 
ſhall ever maintain that I am bound to ſupport the conſtitu- 
tion left me by my anceſtors. The term Conftitution is in- 
deed vague ; it is continually altering ; like the human body, 
new particles are continually flying from it, and new particles 
are adding to it. We ought from time to time to improre 
the conſtitution, or reduce it to its firſt principles, as the caſe 
may require, but not by violent means. I hope and truſt 
we {ſhall neyer again fall into the fatal errors of the times of 
Charles the Firft, when every man thought he had a right to 
ſet up his new-fangled ideas, in oppoſition to the government 
of has country; and when the people at laſt diſcovered the 
miſeries they had drawn on themſelves by their folly, they re- 
ceived Charles the Second with that weaknefs and imbecility Ne 
of ſpirit, that they loft much of their liberties, 2 
As to the preſent queſtion, I think miniſtry is right * 
in its meaſures, and am fatisfied with their late conduct. e 
America has formerly ſubmitted to the right of taxation. 
Many are che acts paſſed by us, ſubmitted to by them. 1 
fhall ſhortly ſtate fome of them. We have afferted our rights hid 
not only in the navigation acts, and the internal acts of he 
poſt office, by 9 Ann. c. 10. but we have annihilated in 82 

e Cafes their own acts of afſerabfy ; for by 7 Kn. 
Will. III. we have declared void all the laws, &c. made in bef 
their plantations, which were repugnant to that act, or to 
any other law hereafter to be made in this kingdom. 1 


1 
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The act of 11 & 12 Will. III. c. 7, made for the ſup- 
preſſion of piracy, in its 13th ſection is expreſs, The words 
are, if any of the governors in the ſaid plantation, or any 


perſon in authority there, ſhall refuſe to yield obedience to 
this act, ſuch refuſal is hereby declared to be a forfeiture of 


all and every the charters granted for the government or the 
propriety of ſuch plantation.” 

Theſe acts were made in the time of the patron of our li- 
berties, the great King William; even the charter itſelf, 
which the inhabitants of the Maſſachuſet's Bay now ſo eagerly 
clamour after, is not their original charter, but a charter 
crammed down their throats by the great King William, 

We have carried our legiſlative power ſtill further over the 
internal police of America, and America has ſubmitted, 

The colonies allow that the Greenwich-hoſpital act, of 7 
& 8 Will. III. c. 21, extends to them. 

By 3 & 4 Ann. c. 11, we have forbidden their ſelling their 
pitch and tar trees under a certain growth, &c. | 

By 5 Geo. 2. c. 22, not a ſingle hat can be exported from 
the colonies any where. 

And by 7 Geo, II. c. 7, we have altered their common law 
in the moſt eſſential of all points, their property, in the 
teeth of their own acts of aſſembly ; for the more eaſy reco- 
very of debts, even if due to ourſelves, we have e their 
lands aſſets. 1 | 

And to cloſe the whole, by 13 Geo. II. c. 7. we have 
made foreigners, who inhabit ſeven years in the colonies, na- 
tives of theſe yery countries, of which they deny us the right 
of legiſlation, | 

But the mode of laying the late taxes has been objected to. 

Yet by 25 Car. II. c. 5, we have laid port duties on the 
exportation of ſugars, under the expreſs regulation of the com- 
miffioners of the cuſtoms and treaſury ; and by 1 Geo. I. c. 12, 
we have ordered thoſe duties to be paid into the exchequer 
yet theſe duties have never been complained of by America. 

But the chief act on which the greateſt ſtreſs may be laid as 
to this point, and which I call on the gentlemen on the other 
1 to attend to, is the 6 Geo. II. c. 13. 

Here, exactly as in the caſe of the preſent tea- duty, we 
dive and grant a duty on foreign rum imported into the colo - 
mes; we order an entry, and x a the 
before landing, 


Thus then America has fabmitted to internal taxation and 
legiſlation, both as to che right 1* the mode; and, as Ame - 
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rica has ſubmitted to the law of Parliament in former in. 
ſtances, 1 am for enforcing obedience to the preſent law, 
Thoſe gentlemen who ſuſpect me of tyranny know little of 
my diſpoſition. | 

But it has been ſaid by ſome gentlemen, that foreign Rates 
accuſe us of being engaged in a ly meaſure ; all the anſwer | 
ſhall give ſuch foreign ſtate is to mind its own buſineſs, If 
France ſays ſo, I ſhould aſk, where is the policy of the Cor. 
fican expedition? If Spain, what it thought of the coaſt c 
Barbary ? Each ſtate has enough to do at home; and if each 
private member of this Houſe would employ himſelf in affiſting 
the public, inſtead of ſtating to the Houſe private grievance, 
Great Britain would reap the advantage. 

Mr. Der- N, Dunning inſiſted, that the Bl 'of Rights was only 

"od declaratory of rights exiſting prior to that act, that therefor 

the people were not to confine their claims to the litenl 
words of it, but to recur to the great principles upon which 

I * * * was - mor x 

r. James Mr. James Grenville, with that modeſty, ability, and can- 
1 2 which he is remarkable, gave his . 
going on àgainſt America, becauſe the Americans did not 
mean to render themſelves independent of this country, ani 
becauſe he judged it impracticable to reduce them by fore 
He concluded by ſhewing, with much feeling propriety, th 
he did not mean to throw any reflection upon the conduct a 

his late relation, Mr. George Grenville. 3 
Mr. Alm. Mr. Adam anſwered the arguments of Mr. Grenville, I 
| ſhewed that che Americans would proceed to independency, 
if ſucceſsful, and that it was therefore abſolutely necellay 
f to reduce them. He entered into the practicability of the 
meaſure, by ſhewing that no ſettled form of government being 
eſtabliſhed in America, all muſt be anarchy and confuſia 
there, and that all ought to be regularity and order at hom: 
+ He took notice of the compariſons which had been made be 
tiveen our ſituation and that of Spain, with regard to ther 
volt of the United Provinces, and ſaid the caſes were not g 
rellel. He then attacked the conduct of the oppoſition, 9 
ſ:id at the ſame time, that he could not approve of that( 
| t e miniſtry. He deſcribed the operations of the laſt ye 
L 2 very inactive; found fault with the conciliatory prop® 
tons, and called upon the noble lord at the head of admil 
{tration to act with vigour. He praiſed Lord North in d 
| terms, for his ability and public virtue, but accu 
nim of indolence, the greateſt fault a miniſter could be gu 
- "of at this critical junRure ! He told him the time for 40 
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not yet over, but that it might ſoon paſs away; b 
— bim — to rouſe himſelf, — to act with Way + Seed 
— poſſeſſed, He deſcribed the inactive campaign of laſt ſum- 
J mer in very ſtrong colours; accuſed him for allowing the 
conoreſs to meet; aſked if thoſe negleQs were like the con- 
x: Bu of 2 great miniſter, like the conduct of that man, who 


If had ſeized the helm in a ſtorm, and was not to quit it, 
though it ſhould blow a hurricane? He concluded by ſaying, 
that from the ſpirited addreſs of this day, he hoped for a more 


+ WY vigorous conduct, and truſted that the noble Lord would not 
a: allow it to go down to poſterity, that from his inactivity, and 
"> BY not want of abilities, he had loſt Great Britain her Ame- 
© WY rican colonies. Then begging pardon of the noble Lord, he 
| aſſured him and the Houſe, that he had not ſaid theſe things 
_ from any licentious ſpirit of railing, but from a ſincere love 


br this country, and a deſire of preſerving its greatneſs, 
" Lord North. He thanked the honourable q 

1 the ability, candour, and manJineſs with which he had at- 
tacked him; ſaid he was yep ready to liſten to any ftric- 


"WF ture upon his conduct, even when it came from malice; but 
nat | | 

when it lowed from ſo pure a motive, ſo ſincere a love for 
es bis pe as he was ſure that hon. gentleman poſſeſſed, it 
ee, ould not fail of having the ſtrongeſt effect, He pledged him- 


ſelf to the Houſe, that he would proceed with vigour and acti- 
ae. He confeſſed that indolence of temper, which the hon. 

gentleman [Mr. Adam] had noticed, and that diſlike to bu- 
Lacks, but declared, that he was forced into the poſt that 
he now held; that ſtormy and tempeſtuous as the ocean is, 
through which he has to ſteer, he would never of his own ac- 
cord abandon it till the ſtorm had ſubſided. He acknow- 
ledged he had been deceived in events, but that he had adapt- 
ed his meaſures laſt ſeſſions to the then Rate of affairs, not 


Adminiſtration had proceeded upon the information they had 
received ; if gentlemen were in poſſeſſion of better informa- 
tion, why did they not communicate it ? He ſaid, that when 
he adopted the neceſſary plan of ſending Hanoverians to Gib- 
raltar and Port Mahon, he had not a doubt of the'legality 


ſhould have no objection to a bill of indemnity; * If he had 
wated for the meeting of Parliament, our troops in Gibral- 
tar and Port Mahon could not be brought into the field time 
enough to have admitted of an early and vigorous exertion of 
our forces againſt the rebels, That if we ſuffered by the war, 
America would ſuffer m A nor, He anſwered Mr. Adam's 


imagining that all America would have armed in the cauſe. 


of the meaſure ; that if it was dreaded as a precedent, he 


objection 


* 


entleman for Lord North. 
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objection to his conciliatory plan; ſaid it was the meaſure that 


had put us on a propet footing with regard to America ; that 
now they had refuſed it, their intentions were eafily ſeen 


and every exertion of force was juſtifiable till ſuch time az 


they ſhould again become obedient to this government ; that 
nothing ſhould be wanting on his part to bring them back to 


a juſt ſubordination ; that now it was impoſſible to treat with 
them, until once brought back to a due obedience ; that there 
was no intention to oppreſs them, but to eſtabliſh in America 
the moſt juſt, mild, and equitable government. He had, be 
ſaid, as great a veneration for liberty as any man in the Houſe; 


and he hoped the Americans were too brave and woithy of 


their anceſtors, to heſitate a moment. in their choice between 
ANavery or war; but in the preſent inſtance there was no queſ. 
tion of flavery. Their friends have ſaid that they only wiſh- 
ed to be put on the ſame footing on which they were in 1703 
He wiſhed to God, if it were poſſible, to put the colonies on 
the ſame footing they were in 1763. Surely America would 
not, without money, without trade, without reiources, con- 
tinue to prefer a ruinous war with Great Britain to the blef- 
ſings of peace, and an happy dependence upon her. He con- 
_Fluded with giving a pathetic deſcription of his own fitua- 
tion, under the weight of government, though ſurrounded 
with all the power and pageantry of adminiftration ; but faid 
that in ſpite of all this he ſhould conſider himſelf as infinitely 
happy, if in the laſt moments of a life ſpent in the ſervice df 
bis country, he could ſay he had done any thing for the ſup- 
of a conſtitution he loved and admired, and of the belt 
las that ever were framed for the happineſs of mankind. 


Col. Barre, Colonel Barre obſerved, that the noble Lord could 


very calmly bear to hear his faults announced from ſome 
- quarters ; that his Lordſhip ſtood the attacks of a certain 
Northern dialect with a very good grace, but he was in- 
_ Rantly ſhot. dead with the brogue ; and what was acknow- 
ori led to be extremely gad on one ſide the Houſe, ws 
' downright malice from the other. He accuſed him of kifling 
the rod that had been held by that honourable gentleman, 
[meaning Mr. Adam] : he fig that the + Sa 1m gentle. 
man, indeed, had held it with much grace and great ability 
but he believed that the noble Lord had other reaſons ; that 
an honourable friend of his, [meaning Mr. Burke] had oftet 

.., Exerciſed it with great grace and much ability, and yet k 
was not kiſſed by the noble Lord when in his hands. The 
. peaſon, he ſaid, which induced all America to take arms ſoot 


E than the noble Lord had expected, was to oppoſe a — 
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on enemy: the circumſtance put him in mind of a ſpeech 


vere croſſing the river Boyne in Ireland, à le devoir mes en- 
Vans, voila vos ennemis J He then entered into the Hano- 
erian meaſure, and in his uſual manner told many pleaſant 
RBories of his acquaintance in that country, and ſome other 
darts of the globe. 


he conſtitution of its members, are almoſt as much ex- 
hauſted in the courſe of this debate, as the treaſures and re- 
ources of this 1 are likely to be by the conſequences 
of our addreſs, I ſha'l certainly take up as little of their time 
vs poſſible, and fatigue myſelf and others as little as I can: 
but, Sir, I cannot reſt ſatisfied in my own mind, without 
pbſerving upon ſome things that have fallen in the courſe of 
the debate; and ſubmitting to the Houſe a few ſhort reaſons, 
for my moſt hearty and entire difſent from the propoſed ad- 
irels, 8 

The firſt argument, if it can be called ſo, that I ſhall 
zke notice of, I mention with much reluctance; becauſe, 
ir, if it had not been adopted by ſo reſpectable a member 
s the learned gentleman [the Attorney General] it would 
have appeared to me unworthy of the wiſdom and dignity 


eh of this aſſembly, and an inſult on the underſtanding of 
every man to whom it was addreſſed; I mean, Sir, the 
1p- Wunaccountable attempt that has been made to perſuade us, 
xt chat the words of this addreſs do not convey any kind of ap- 


probation of the meaſure of tranſporting the King's Hanove- 
ran troops to the garriſons of Gibraltar and Port Mahon. 
It is impoſſible to uſe any other argument againſt this, than 


ain an appeal to the common ſenſe of mankind, It does not ap- 
in- pear to me to be the ſubject of reaſoning or diſpute ; ſtrip it 
- of ſophiſtry, of the falſe colouring with which it hath been 
wa BF V=rniſhed ; read the clauſe in queſtion to any plain man, and 
ing if he does not fay that it expreſſes an approbation, a thankful 


admiration of this part of the conduct of his Majeſty's mi- 


tle WJ niſters, I have loft all my ideas of language, all underſtand- 
is of the import of words. If there is any member of this 
b Houſe who upon barely reading the words of this addreſs, 


entertains a ſerious doubt upon the meaning of it, his mind 
muſt be ſo different! y conſtituted from mine, that it is im- 


[he BY Poſlible any argument I could uſe, could make the leaſt im- 
o Preton on him. But why, Sir, are the gentlemen ſo ſoli- 
.us upon this point? Why are they ſo exceedingly * 
nog | | 


% 


ade by Marſhal Schomberg to the Britiſh troops, as they 


6x 


Mr, Serjeant Adair. When ] perceive, and, indeed, my- Mr. Serj. 
ſelf moſt ſenſibly feel, that the patience of this Houſe and {i 
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that theſe words ſhould be underſtood in their plain ſenſe! 
Are they doubtful of their own meaſures ? Do they wiſh, by 
deluding our underſtanding, to ſteal from us an approbation 
of what they dare not- themſelyes defend ? Do they then. 
felves think the meaſure in queſtion legal and proper? || 
they do, why not approve it? Why not avow the approbs. 
tion? Why do they not ſpeak out? The meaſure is right, 
it is legal, it is beneficial to this country; the addreſs doe; 
approve it, and it ought to be approved.” Surely, Sir, thi 
would be a more rational and manly ground for ſupporting 
their addreſs, than the frivolous attempt to pervert the oh. 
vious meaning of words, and ſophiſticate us out of ou 
ſenſes. 

So much has been ſaid of the legality of this meaſure ; th 
arguments againſt it have been ſo fully and ably ſtated, eſpe 
cially by two honourable gentlemen [Mr. Dunning and G0, 
Johnſtone] who fit before me; that I think it neceſſary y 
trouble the Houſe with very little upon that ſubject. I hal 
content myſelf, at preſent, with ſaying, that I entirely con, 
cur in the opinion, that the illegality of employing or ſup- 

ing foreign forces in any part of the dominions of Gr 

itain, without the conſent and authority of Parliament, i 
deducible from the ſame principles of law, and the conſtiu- 
tion, from whence our anceſtors, who declared the rights ani 
liberties of the ſubje& at the Revolution, inferred the illegaliy 
of raiſing or keeping an army within the kingdom in time d 
peace without the ſame authority and conſent. 

The check and controul, which the antieat principles 6 
this Happy limitted monarchy has with ſo much wiſdoa 
and caution eſtabliſhed over the power of the Sovereigh 
would be vain and nugatory indeed, if that Sovereign hu 

a right, by his own mere authority, to eſtabliſh an armed forth 
either of natives, or much more of foreigners, in any part 
the dominions of this crown, without the conſent of the pe- 
ple, expreſſed in this great council of the nation. | 
I be negative of this power, Sir, was one of the great p# 
- vileges which the Bill of Rights declared to be the undoubt® 
right and liberty of the ſubject. The propoſition deduct 
from the principles of the conſtitution is general; it was 8 
- down in the terms in which it appears in that law, becaw 
like every thing elſe that is there declared, it had a referrend 
to the-grievances recited in the preamble. Thoſe were! 
- encroachments which the late King James had made on 
- conftitution of his country. Thoſe were the miſchieſz i 
mediately to be remedied by the Revolution; and Accordu 
SS 2:4 
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every clauſe of the Bill of Rights, the declaration of the 
wht is adapted to, and coextenſive with the violation com- 
ined of, This is the true reaſon why ſome of thoſe decla- 
tions appear to be limitted in their expreſſion; and excludes 
very inference againſt the generality of the propoſitions, 


A thich = fairly deducible from the ſame principles of reaſon, 
d of law. | 
ha "But, Sir, though I avoid detaining the Houſe, by en- 
is 


ring more particularly into the reaſonings on this ſubject, 
cannot diſmiſs it, without taking ſome notice of a moſt no- 
el and dangerous doctrine, which has proceeded from ſo re- 
pectable an authority, that it demands our moſt ſerious at- 
ention. It has been aſſerted by the higheſt law authority irt 
is Houſe, *© That the raiſing or keeping an army even with- 
n this kingdom in time of peace, without the authority of 
rliament, unconnected with the illegal purpoſes to which,”* 


/ VIS: admits, © it had been perverted, was not ſimply, and in 
bal (elf unlawful, before the paſſing of the Bill of Rights at the 
* Revolution, and therefore that the clauſe in that ſtatute, which 
up 


eclares it to be ſo, created a new law, and did not merely de- 
lare an antient fundamental principle of the conſtitution.“ 
fthis be true of that \ clauſe, Sir, it may as well be applied 
iu. 0 every other in the Bill of Rights: and the conſequence of 
hat doctrine will be, that all the privileges there aſſerted to 
e the ancient rights of the ſubject, were not in truth ſo, but 
ere new acquiſitions, or generous gifts at the Revolution: 
nd that the declarations and proviſions of that excellent law 
Ire not to be extended beyond the words of it, or appl:ed to 
ther caſes deducible from the fame principles of the conſtitu- 
on, which they certainly ſhould be, in the moſt liberal man- 
er, if it is merely declaratory of the common law, and an- 
ent conſtitution of the kingdom. | 

But, independent of all other reaſonings, the clear and un- 
ambiguous words of the law itſelf, give the moſt deciſive te- 
utation to ſo ſtrange a doctrine. If there is any one ſtatute 
In the whole book which is more clearly and pre- eminently 
leclaratory of the antient law than all others, it is certainly 
ne Bill of Rights. The preamble recites, (That the late 
King James, by the affiftance of evil counſellors, did en- 
geavour to ſubvert the Jaws and liberties of this kingdom,” 
In ſeveral particulars, which are there recited; all which are 
armed to be directly contrary to the known laws and ſta- 
tates of the realm.“ Contrary to what laws, Sir ? Surely 
not to thoſe which they were then going to make; but to 
thoſe ancient, and, in the words of the act, known inns, 
whic 
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which exiſted at the time, and long before the violations 
complained of. The act then goes on to ſay, that the Lords 
and Commons, for aſſerting their antient rights and i. 
berties do declare,” ſeveral particulars, and amongſt the reſt 

Ii that raiſing or keeping a ſtanding army within the king. 
dom, in time of peace, unleſs with conſent of Parliament, j 
againſt law, and they ** claim and inſiſt upon all the pre. 
miſes as their undoubted rights and liberties ;” and it is de. 
clared and enacted, that all the rights and liberties ſo claimed 
are the true, antient, and indubitable rights and libertie 
of the people of this kingdom.” Theſe words, Sir, are to 
ſtroig and clear to need a comment; and on them, with con- 
dence, I reft this matter in diſpute. 

I muſt trouble the Houſe with a word or two on another vey 
range argument, indeed, which ſeemed to be uſed yeſterdy 
with a fort of triumph, {by the Solicitor General, and other] 
and has been repeated in the courſe of this day's debate, though 
with ſome attempts to ſoften it a little, and take ed from that 
= 5 ing abſurdiry which has already been ſo ably expoſed: 
—_ oy dy che compariſon” that — been = > — 
= this American war, . and ſome others in our hiſtory, whid 
= though they were blundering and unſucceſsful in the begin 
= ning, were glorious and proſperous in the event; from when 
| the ftrange inference has been drawn, that becauſe this by 
been at leaſt equally blundering, and unfortunate in its outs 

ſer, it ſhould therefore be ſimilar in its future glory and 
ſucceſs ? and the much ſtranger conſequence, that we ougit 

to purſue the ſame kind of meaſures that have proved fo uts 
Fortunate, and continue to place our confidence in the (amt 

men who have been guilty of thoſe blunders and miſtakes 

F A right honourable gentleman who ſpoke; early in this df 
. debate, Mr. Stanley] endeavoured to ſtate this with mor 
appearance of reaſon thus—1 do not profeſs, Sir, to rept 

his very words, but I believe I carr be pretty exact as tot! 

+ " ſubſtance : -< It is not, ſaid he, fo abſurd and-ridiculous 
| alledge, that, becauſe we had not laſt year full informatiah 
© becauſe we had reaſon to truſt to appearances and probabilk 
ties that have deceived us, | becauſe truſting to them we i 
not a force ſufficient nor efficaciouſly em Saved, we are 1 
therefore to infer, that when we have full information wit 
© thoſe errors we were led into are rectified, and a ſuſhcieh 
force is efficaciouſly employed, our meaſures ſhould not! 
attended with more proſperous ſucceſs.” I do not conten 
Sir, for that ' inference ; on the contrary, I am fully pt 
ſuaded, that a rectification of our late errors and blunde 


b. 19753 DS ATE | 

nd total change of our meaſures, adopted upon full infor- 
ation; would be attended with a proſperous and happ 
vent : but, Sir, I do contend for the inference from theſe 
remiſes, that we are not to truſt the ſame men who have ſo 
lundered and been deceived, or purſue, even to a greater 
xtent, the ſame meaſures that have nearly undone us. | 
Let me aſk the right honourable gentleman and his friends, 


pg hy had they not full information in matters of ſuch impor- 
once ? Why did they truſt to uncertain appearances and pro- 
tie abilities that have deceived them, hen the fate of the em- 
ire was at ſtake ? If they judged force neceſſary, why had 


hey not a ſufficient force ? And why was not that force ef- 
caciouſly 1 Are thoſe men fit for the manage- 
ent of great affairs, who neglect the means of information 


iy at are in their power? Are miniſters equal to the govern- 
en} Wnt of 2 great empire, who truſt the fate of it to deceitful 


ppearances and the chapter of accidents ? Or, ought they 
d be truſted with the direction of fleets and armies, who do 
ot know what force is ſuffieient for their own plans and 
eſigns, or how it ſhould be moſt effectually employed? 

| ſhall now, Sir, entreat the indulgence of the Houſe, 
hile I ſtate, as ſhortly as I can, ſome of the reaſons why 1 
againſt the whole of this ſanguinary addreſs; and why 
for one, cannot conſent, to pledge myſelf for the truth of 
topoſitions, reſpecting which I have no evidence or infor- 
ation before me; and the approbation of meaſures, which 
from my ſoul, deteſt and abhor. I ſhall not enter into the 
articulars of the ſpeech or addreſs, which have been fo ably 
bſerved upon, in the courſe of two long days debate, I 
ppoſe, Sir, the whole principle of the addreſs; becauſe the 
yowed tendency of it, is to plunge us ſtil] deeper in an un- 
appy civil war, and to pledge us to ſupport a ſyſtem of mea- 
res, which appear to me, to threaten ruin and deſtruction 
d this devoted country. I am againſt the preſent war, Sir, 
cauſe I think it unjuſt in its commencement, injurious to 
oth countries in its proſecution, and ruinous in its event. 
| is ſtaking the fate of a great empire againſt a ſhadow. 
he quarrel which occaſioned it, took its riſe from the aſ- 
tion of a right, at beſt but doubtful in itſelf; a right, 
om whence the warmeſt advocates for it, have long been 


zilling of advantage. In ſpite of all the ſophiſtry that 

as been uſed, and all the declamation we have heard on the 

gnity of this country and the authority of Parliament, 

ie right of taxation is the only real and original ſubje of 

You, III. _ 7 3 
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deed to admit, that this country can never derive a ſingle 
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the diſpute between Great Britain and her colonies. This 


© doubtful and unprofitable right, has been attempted to jy 


aſſerted and enforced by a ſeries of laws, the moſt oppref, 
ſive, the moſt violent, the moſt arbitrary, unjuſt and tyra. 
nical, that ever diſgraced the annals of any civilized nation 
upon earth. I will not now, Sir, enter into the particulag 
of ' theſe laws, but I mean the whole ſyſtem of American le. 
iflation, from the Boſton Port bill to the preſent ting, 
This ſyſtem of laws, Sir, has produced its natural effed; 
it has driven your colonies into rebellion, and we are noy 
called upon, to concur in exerting the whole power of thi 
nation, in enforcing by blood and deſtruction that unjuf 
and arbitrary ſyſtem. The injuſtice of theſe meaſures alone 
would be ſufficient to determine me, againſt giving them 2 
probation or ſupport. But when I confider the inevitabk 
conſequences of them, I am ſtill more ftrongly confirmed in 
that opinion. The war in which we are engaged is, of d 
others, in its nature, the moſt ruinous and deſtructin 
Whatever may be the event, we muſt be the ſufferers ; for ſuc 
is the unhappy nature of the conteſt, that the loſſes a 
miſchiefs of both ſides muſt ultimately fall upon us. Whol 
treaſures will be exhauſted by the expence ? Whoſe con 
merce will be ruined and deſtroyed? The blood of whalt 
ſubjects will be ſpilt, but thoſe of the Britiſh empire? | 
ſuch are the preſent effects of this war, the event muſt . 
ſtill more fatal to this kingdom, Let us confider it, Si 
upon either ſuppoſition of ſucceſs or diſappointment, of cot- 
queſt or defeat, The preſent ſituation of the colonies, the 
union, their conduct, their enthuſiaſtic ſpirit of liberty, 
the fatal experience of the laſt campaign, has fully convit 
ced every man, even the moſt ſanguine, that we cannet er 
pe& bloodleſs laurels, or an eaſy conqueſt, We mult ls 
our accounts for the moſt alarming and dangerous rehiſtanct; 
and if a full exertion of all the powers and reſources of thi 
kingdom, which I am far from thinking the moſt probadt 
event, ſhould at length, after a long and obſtinate conte 
in which both ſides will be almoſt equally exhauſted, pr 
vail over every effort of liberty, reduce the colonies to a fo 
ced ſubmiſſion, and compleat the conqueſt of America; 
what reſpect ſhall we be gainers by ſuch a conqueſt ? Wil 
ſhall we acquire at ſuch an expence, but the empty aſſerti 
of an unprofitable ſovereignty over deſolated provinces, © 
a few miſerable ſlaves? Inſtead of thoſe flouriſhing don 


nions, the wealth and commerce of which has rendered | 


the greateſt nation in the world, we ſhall find m 
4 
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voſſeſſed of a vaſt territory, which drained of the ſources, 
Com whence that greatneſs flowed, that communicated it- 
ſelf ſo plentifully to us, will benot only uſeleſs and unprofitable, 
but burthenſome and deſtructive; acquired by violence and 
force, it cannot be preſerved but by the ſame means ; and 
zur acknowledged revenues, muſt be ſtill further drained, by 
the conſtant expence of fleets and armies, to ſupport our 
unjuſt authority, and to defend from foreign invaſion thoſe 
,rovinces, which we ſhall have deprived of the means of de- 
ſending themſelves. "Theſe, Sir, are the happy conſequences 
hat we may expect from the moſt proſperous ſucceſs. | 
But ſuppoſe. for a moment the event ſhould be different; 
ſuppoſe the extent and natural adyantages of their country, 
their diſtance from us, that union which our meaſures have 
produced, and above all that ardour of liberty, that enthuſi- 
aſtie and deſperate ſpirit, which our injuſtice and oppreſſion 
have excited, ſhould carry the Americans through the dread- 
ul ſtruggle with ſucceſs, and enable them in the end to 
baffle and defeat the utmoſt exertions of their infatuated 
and deluded country, In the courſe and event of ſuch a 
ſtruggle; is it poſſible to ſuppoſe that America, will not fol- 
low the dangerous example which we are going to ſet her, of 
having recourſe to foreign affiſtance; that in the future 
eſtabliſhment of her commerce, ſhe will not give the pre- 
ference to any nation in Europe, over that which has at- 
tempted to enſlave and deſtroy her, and has not deſiſted 
from the unnatural attempt, eil after the utmoſt, though in- 
effectual exertion of all her power and reſources? In what 
ſituation will Great Britain then find herſelf ? Her colonies 


will not only be totally loſt to her, but, at leaſt as to the 


benefits of their commerce, thrown into the hands of other 
powers, moſt probably her natural enemies, Reduced to 
her inſular dominions ; curtailed in her commerce; the 


principal ſource of her wealth and naval power transferred 


into the hands of her enemies ; her blood and treaſures 
exhauſted ; her revenues leſſened ; oppreſſed with an enor- 
mous debt ; and debilitated with unſucceſsful exertions ; ſhe 
will loſe her power and conſequence in the ſyſtem of Europe, 
and be expoſed almoſt a defenceleſs prey to the firſt neigh- 
bour who ſhall chuſe to invade her, 

Theſe, Sir, are the conſequences which muſt enſue from 
the meaſures we are now called upon to approve and ſupport, 
Whether they are followed by defeat or ſucceſs, they will al- 
molt with equal certainty, deſtroy the power, the glory, the 
Pappineſs of this once bees, and flouriſhing empire. It is 

2 | my 
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thought adviſeable; and you will do it with the advantag 
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my opinion that we cannot conquer America; I have ny 
a doubt, that we cannot acquire or maintain a beneficig 
ſovereignty over her by violence and force. 

But, ſhall we give up our colonies without a ſtruggle, 
without an attempt to preſerve our dominion over them 
That, Sir, is not my opinion; I think we ſhall loſe thy 
dominion, I am ſure we ſhall loſe all benefit from it by oy. 
preſſion, violence and war; but it may till be preſerved by 
Juſtice, moderation and peace. The Americans, it is (aid 
will be ſatisfied with nothing leſs than abſolute independence, 
They do not ſay fo themſelves, Sir; they have ſaid the di 
rect contrary, * Reſtore the ancient conſtitution of the en. 
pire, under which all parts of it have flouriſhed ; place u 
in the ſituation we were in the year fixty-three, and we wil 
ſubmit to your regulations of commerce, and return to ou 
obedience, and conſtitutional ſubjection.“ This, Sir, is the 
language of the Americans. 

Is this a claim of abſolute independence? Where the 
independent of this country in the year fixty-three, or at 
any preceding period? Will any gentleman on the other 
fide of the Houſe riſe up and ſay that they were? If thy 
were not, they do not now claim to be ſo, If they were the 
independent, it was in that ſtate, that thoſe advantages d 
wealth and power flowed from them, which raiſed us but 
a few years ago to the greateſt height of eminence and glory, 
and ſet us at the head of all the nations of the world. Bu 
our miniſters tell us they will not in truth be content with 
what they themſelves have profeſſed to demand, Have you 
tried them? Make the experiment, Take them at their 
word. Repeal the acts that have paſſed ſince ſixty-thre, 
and put them on the footing of their old ſyſtem of colonial 
adminiſtration. Surely, Sir, it is a leſs expenſive and dange- 
rous experiment, than that which we are now ſo ſtrongly ur. 
ged to make. If it ſhould fail, Sir, how are we —_—_ 

ill our blood be ſpilt by it? Will our treaſures be en. 
hauſted? Will our ſtrength or our reſources be the lels| 
If the Americans ſhould recede from their own propoſals; 
if they will be content with nothing leſs than an indepen. 
dence equally oppoſite to the true intereſt of both countries; 
you may then have recourſe to war, if it ſhould then be 
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of a united inſtead of a divided people at home. The cv 
Jonies will not have a ſingle * this ſide the Atlantic 
there will not be a ſingle man who will not think their rel 
ance a moſt unnatural and unjuſtifiable rebellion ; _ 


* 
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thinking them, as I now do, from the bottom of my ſoul, en- 
aged in a noble and glorious ſtruggle, even if it ſhould be 
carried on With a miſtaken zeal, for what they conceive to 
be their liberties, and the natural rights of mankind, 

beg pardon, Sir for having treſpaſſed ſo long on the in- 
dulgence of the Houſe; I did not riſe from the hope of 
convincing any one member, much leſs from an expectation | 
that any thing I could ſay, would be worthy of their atten- 
tion. I am conſcious, Sir, of my own inability to treat ſo 
great a ſubject as it deſerves ; but | could not be eaſy in 
my own mind, without entering the ſtrongeſt and moſt pub- 
lic proteſtations againſt meaſures which appear to me to 
be fraught with the deſtruction and downfall of this mighty 
empire, I waſh my hands of the blood of my fellow ſub- 
jects; and ſhall at leaſt have this ſatisfaction, amidſt the 
impending calamities of the public, not only to think that 
] have not contributed to, but that I have done all in my 
power to oppoſe and avert the ruin of my country, 
Sir Gilbert Elliot defended Lord North from the attack Sir Sibbe 
made on his indolence and inaCtivity ; and beſides arguing in B. 
ſupport of his Lordſhip's conciliatory propoſition of laſt year, 
ſaid, he would not give his conſent to the ſending a . 
armament to America, without ſending at the ſame time terms 
pf accommodation. | 
Mr. Rigby, He rallied Colonel Barre upon his numerous Mr, Rb 
pcquaintance, He ſaid he was always much pleaſed and en- 
ertained with the ſtories of that honourable gentleman ; nay 
e was even entertained with the hiſtory that gentleman ha 
given of his own life the day before, though he muſt own 
hat it came with the feweſt graces from a perſon's own mouth, 
e then made an avowal of his principles, and declared he 
oted for the addreſs to his Majeſty, merely becauſe it was to 
anctify coercive meaſures, He ſaid he was firmly of opinion 
hat America muſt be conquered, and that the preſent re- 
ellion myſt be cruſhed, ere the diſpute would be ended. 
That there were faults ſomewhere, but did not know whe- 
her they were in the department of the ſea or land. That 
sto reconciliatory plans, he was as much for them as any 
an; declared he did not wiſh to fight for a paltry tea duty: 
ut wiſhed to be underſtood, that in ſaying ſo, he did not 
any means give up the right of taxation, although it 
ght not be politic to inſiſt on it at preſent ; and he quoted 
e authority of Lord Chatham, to prove that it was a doc- 
ine held in the Houſe ten years ago, and that the Earl 
al himſelf, when miniſter, declared the Americans ſhould 

| not . 


De- Mr. Dempſter. I do not riſe, Sir, to trouble the houſe 
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not manufacture, that they ſhould not make a horſe-nail, 
He concluded with hoping the miniſter would act with 
becoming vigour in America, and he doubted not of ſucceſs, 
He deſcribed the preſent ſituation of America in very ſtrong 
terms, ſaying, that there now exiſted in that country a ſyſtem 
of tyranny that diſgraced uſurpation. 


on the ſubje& of the queſtion more immediately under its 
confideration. The noble lord Lord North] who ſpoke ſome 
time has in my opinion concluded that matter fully 
and defirably. He has declared his willingneſs to accept of 
an indemnity, if the legality of the meaſure of introducing 
foreign troops into our diſtant garriſons and forts ſhall appear 
doubtful to the Houſe. The expediency of that meaſure 
nobody has diſputed, its legality alone is called in queſtion, 
and in my opinion very juſtly fo ; but as this point will be 
ſettled by an act of indemnity, what more can be ſaid? 
What more can we defire ? the buſineſs is concluded. 
But, Sir, I am induced, though at a late hour of the 
night, to ſay a few words on ſomething that fell from the 
ſame noble Eord, and that has fince fallen from other gen- 
tlemen of great weight and authority in this Houſe, — 
what they have ſaid, Sir, a ray of comfort breaks in upot 
us. That dark and portentous cloud that has hung ſo long 
over Great Britain and America, fraught with numberleſs ill 
to both, begins to break and clear up. Within this half hour 
I am induced to entertain a hope, to which I have been long 
a ftranger, that there will be an end to bloodſhed, and that 
peace, harmony, and happineſs, may be again reſtored 
this diſtrated empire. 
To forward this moſt deſirable object, as far as lies in ny 
er, is my ſole motive for ſaying a very few words. 
The noble Lord has diſclaimed any intention of enflaving 
America. He has gone ſo far as to ſay that he would nd 
object to reſtoring her to the footing on which ſhe ſtood o t 
the year 1763, was there a probability of America bein hei. 
now ſatisfied with this conceſſion. | | 
Another right honourable gentleman — Rigby | Mer 
great abilities, and a leader of no inconſiderable party Mon 
this Houſe, has juſt now declared that he will not fight wc. 
America for a paltry duty upon tea. And a third 1 
honourable gentleman [Sir Gilbert Elliot] not ſhort of i 
former in conſideration and weight among us, has expte 
affirmed, that he will not conſent to an armament all 
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againſt America, unleſs the ſame fleet ſhall carry reaſonable 
offers of accomodation to that quarter of the globe. 

There appears, for the firſt time, by what has fallen from 
thoſe three noble and honourable perſons, a diſpoſition to re- 
linquiſh the great bone of contention between our colonies 
and their parent ſtate ; I mean, Sir, the exerciſe of the right 
of taxing them, unrepreſented as they are, in Parliament. I 
hope, Sir, the Houſe will revert to our ancient ſyſtem of 
governing the colonies ; for till we abandon this new-fangled 
ſyſtem of taxing them here, a ſyſtem no older than- the con- 
duſion of the laſt war, I will venture to affirm that no coer- 
cive meaſures ſhort of extermination, will eyer compel the 
Americans to ſubmit to it. 

There is no ſubject on which I have employed more re- 
flection, than on the grounds of our preſent diſpute with 
America; the reſult has been an opinion by which I believe 
J ſhall abide as long as I breathe ; it is, Sir, that in my 
conſcience I think the claim of the Americans is guſt and 
well founded, to be left in the free exerciſe of the ri of 
taxing themſelves in her ſeyeral provincial aſſemblies, in the 
ame manner that Ireland now does and always has done. 
By this beautiful part of our conſtitution, our wiſe anceſtors 
have bound together the different and diſtant parts of this 
ighty empire; by this ſingle principle, heretofore invio- 
ate, they have diffuſed in a moſt unexampled manner the 
lefſings of liberty and good government through our re- 
oteſt provinces. Look, Sir, into the hiſtory of the pro- 
yinces of other ſtates, of the Roman provinces in ancient 
ime ; of the French, Spaniſh, Dutch and Turkiſh provinces 
ff more modern date, and you will find every page of it 
tained with acts of oppreſſive violence, of cruelty, injuſtice 
nd peculation : but in the Britiſh provinces, the annual 


he deſpotiſm, and corrected the follies of their governors ; 
hey watch over the adminiſtration of juſtice, and from time 
o time enact ſuch ſalutary regulations as tend to promote 
err happineſs and well being. And what, Sir, I beſeech 
you, could inſure the regular meeting of thoſe aſſemblies, 


er troubleſome to governors, but their retaining in their 
Jin hands, like us at home, the power of granting the funds 
M P-<cflary for defraying the current expence of government. 
1 Vere your provincial aſſemblies deprived of this power, I 
re not ſee wherein the government of America would differ 


from 


eetings of their little aſſemblies have conſtantly reſtrained 
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entreat the miniſtry that no falſe pride, no miſplaced idea d 
. dignity and authority may induce them to forbid the com. 


his Majeſty's authority. 


done to their country; and neither too much attached to * 
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from that of Indoſtan. And has our enquiries, in a formey 
ſeſſion, into the adminiſtration of Bengal, made us in loye 
with the eaſtern ſpecies of government? Do we ſeriouſly wiſh 
to tranſplant the rapine and cruelties of India to America? 

But now, Sir, that this ſyſtem 1s given up to our colonies, 
peace will, I hope, ſpeedily follow the conceſfion. 

I cannot, Sir, but commend, in the warmeſt terms, the 
intention expreſſed by our gracious Sovereign in the ſpeech 
from the throne, of ſending a commiſfion to America to em- 
8 on the ſpot, to receive ſubmiſſions, to remoye 
oppreſhve reſtrictions, and to grant pardons and other in- 
dulgences to our fellow citizens acroſs the Atlantic. There 
is but one ſtep more neceſſary to be taken, and peace will, in 
my humble opinion, be certain and infallible ; and in relation 
to that ſtep alone have I ventured to riſe on the preſent oc- 
caſion. It has already been touched upon by an honourable 
gentleman [Mr. James Grenville] who always expreſſes him- 
ſelf with elegance and propriety, The point I mean, Sir, 
is that his Majeſty's commiffioners may be impowered to treat 
with the congreſs, I am convinced, Sir, that America wil 
not liſten to a treaty through any other medium; it ſtands v 
reaſon, and common ſenſe ſhe will not ; for the congreſs 1s not 
only the ſole exiſting power at this moment in America, but 
it is to the union formed by means of the congreſs that Ame- 
rica owes its ſtrength, and its formidable power of refiſtance; 
without ſuch an union twelve wide-ſpread, far-diſtant pro. 
vinces, thinly peopled and individually weak, could never ad 
with effect in defence of what they think their violated rights; 
nor 18 it to be ſuppoſed they will diſſolve this firm bond d 
union, till their grievances are redreſſed. 

Might I then be permitted very humbly to join my feeble 
voice to the honourable gentleman's before alluded to, and 


miſſioners from treating for and ſeeking peace where alons 
peace may be found. Let the commiſſioners be veſted wi 
diſcretionary powers, and left at leaſt without an expreſs p- ri 
hibition to treat with that body; or let ſome means be de- M 
viſed of =; a congreſs, by calling one pro re nata und 1.4 


The commiſſioners will, Sir, I hope, be, well choſet, 


will be men of rank and character, men of known attachment 
to the conſtitution, and men known and revered for fervic 


\ 
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tin nor America, but, if poſſible, impartial in their opinion 
concerning the preſent conteſt. | 

When men ſuch as I have deſcribed, giving weight and 
tignity to the commiſſion they bear, come to treat and to 
reaſon with the Americans, much may be urged to quiet 
their jealouſies and apprehenſions, and to bring them back 
to their wonted allegiance to the King, and ſubordination to 
this country. They may be told, Sir, and told with truth, 
hat Parliament is not ſo determinedly obſtinate on the mea- 
ſure of taxation as they apprehend. ey may be reminded 
that if Parliament taxed them in the year 1764, the ſame 
Parliament, finding this well-meant but injudicious meaſure 
ffenfive to America, repealed the tax in the year 1705: 
hey may be told that on the memorable occaſion of repeal- 
ng the ſtamp act, their great champion, the Earl of Chat- 
am, laid the claim of erica only to an exemption from 
nternal taxation. They may be alſo told that the ſeven or 
ight duties afterwards impoſed, were not internal taxes, but 
xternal port-duties on foreign commodities, And yet in 
onſequence of thoſe external duties being diſagreeable to 
\merica, they were all repealed, except this miſerable three- 


an penny duty upon tea. And when to thoſe arguments the 
but ommifſioners can add, that Parliament, even on this laſt ar- 
me- cle, is diſpoſed to relax, I can hardly doubt of their ſucceſs. 
eig alrcady fee peace and harmony reſtored ! I ſee the two coun- 
a" es, like two friends who have quarrelled, returning with 


agerneſs to their ancient habits of friendſhip, and cement- 

ag more cloſely than before their uſeful connection and af- 

dionate union! How ardently, Sir, this is my wiſh, let the 

duble I have now ventured to give you this night, bear wit- 

ls, if the uniformity of my conduct for eleven years that 

us unhappy conteſt has ſubſiſted, ſhould not be a ſufficient 

ſtimony of my fincerity. 

dir George Yonge moved, that this Houſe immediately take sir Cergs 
to their conſideration, the meaſure of introducing foreign Tenge. 


wit oops into any part of the dominions of the crown of Great 
PO WF "itain, without the previous conſent of Parliament.“ | 
e d M. Powys withdrew his motion of recommitment, and ſe- 
und! WS 11ded this, | 
At near one o'clock in the morning the Houſe divided upon 
z0ſel, r George Yonge's motion. For it 72, againſt it 176. 
men Lord North then moved for “Leave to bring in a bill to Lord Nerthe 
reg power his Majeſty to call out a militia when a rebellion 
* Vol. III. L 2 * 


* This motion is not in the votes. 
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appeared in any part of his dominions ;”” which was agreed 
* petition of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Corned 
of the city of London, in Common Council aſſembled, wy 

preſented and read; ſetting forth, that the ſaid court, hay 
taken into its moſt ſerious conſideration the preſent diſtreſſd 
ſituation of our fellow ſubjects in America, are exceeding] 
alarmed for the conſequences of thoſe coercive meaſures wha 
are purſuing againſt them, meaſures that muſt, notwithſtand, 
in the great uncertainty of their ſucceſs, eventually be produc. 
tive of new and more burthenſome taxes, the increaſe of x 
enormous national debt, and finally, we fear, the loſs of the 
moſt valuable branch of our commerce, on which the exif. 
ence of an infinite number of induſtrious manufacturers a 
mechanics entirely depends; and that, his Majeſty havin 
been graciouſly pleaſed, in anſwer to a late humble and guts 
ful addreſs and petition to the throne, praying a ceſſation d 
hoftilities with America, for the purpoſe of obtaining ting 
and thereby giving an _— for a happy and Jai 
reconciliation with his Majeſty's American colonies, to dt 
clare that he ſhall abide by the ſenſe of his Parliament, the ſai 
court conceive it to be their indiſpenſable duty, thus earlyii 
the ſeſſion, in the moſt reſpectful manner, to apply to 
Houſe, to adopt ſuch meaſures, for the healing of the preſe 
unhappy diſputes between the mother country and the coal 
nies, as may be ſpeedy, permanent, and honourable, 
Ordered to lie upon the table. 


October 28. 
Addreſs preſented. | | 
The humble Addreſs of the Houſe of Commons to the King, 
AMoft Gracious Sovereign, 
WE, your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, ti 
Commons of Great-Britain in Parliament aſſembled, by 
leave to return your Majeſty the humble thanks of this H 
for your molt gracious ſpeech from the throne. 
| Perinit us, dir, to aſſure your Majeſty, that we have lot 
lamented the condition of our unhappy fellow ſubjects in Ame 
rica; ſeduced from their allegiance by the groſſeſt miſrepreſe 
tations and the moſt wicked and inſidious pretences, they ba 
deen made the inſtruments of the ambition and traiterous ( 
ſigns of thoſe dangerous men, who have led them ſtep by® 
to the ſtandard of rebellion, and who have now aſſumed i 
powers of ſovereign authority, which they exerciſe in 
moſt deſpotic and arbitrary manner, over the perſons and pl 
perties of this deluded people. 
- Your faithful Commons took a ſincere part in your 


jet 
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du's benevolent and paternal deſire, rather to reclaim, than 
> ſubdue, the moſt refractory of your colonies ; and excited 


y your Majeſty's great example, we were anxious to prevent, 


it had been poſſible, the effuſion of the blood of our fellow 
abjedts, and the calamities which are inſeparable from a ſtate 
war; we ſtill hoped that your Majeſty's people in America 
rould have diſcerned the traitorous views of their leaders, 
-ould have conſidered how ruinous even their ſucceſs muſt be 
> themſelves, and been convinced that conſtitutional ſub- 
Aion to Great-Britain is the freeſt and happieſt condition of 
py civil ſociety in the known world: but we now ſee with 
dignation, that no other uſe has been made of the modera- 


on and forbearance of your Majeſty and your Parliament, 


ut to ſtrengthen the preparations of this deſperate conſpiracy ; 
nd that the rebellious war now levied is become more general, 
nd manifeſtly carried on for the purpoſe of eſtabliſhing an 
dependent empire. 

We beg leave to aſſure your Majeſty of our entire concur- 
nce with your Majeſty, in thinking that it is now become 
e part of wiſdom, and (in its effects) of clemency, to put 


ſpeedy end to theſe diſorders, by the moſt deciſive exertions ; 


d that we learn with the greateſt ſatisfaction, that, for this 
urpoſe, your Majeſty has increaſed your naval eſtabliſhment, 
d greatly augmented your land forces, in ſuch a manner as 
ay be the leaſt burthenſome to your kingdoms; and we will 
earfully and effectually ſupport your Majeſty in ſuch ne- 
lary meaſures, and enable your Majeſty when the occaſion 
all require it, to avail yourſelf of the friendly offers, which 
dur Majeſty has received, of foreign aſſiſtance: We thank- 
iy acknowledge the gracious conſiderations which induced 
pur Majeſty to ſend a part of your olectoral troops to the 
uriſons of Gibraltar and Port Mahon, in order that a larger 


umber of the eſtabliſhed forces of this kingdom might be ap- 


ied to the maintenance of its authority: And we are bound 
duty to return your Majeſty our particular thanks, for 
dinting out to us, from the throne, the conſtitutional re- 
urce of our well-modeled and well-regulated national mi- 
az which, upon every great emergency, cannot fail of 
ording ſecurity to your Majeſty's realm, and of giving, at 
e ſame time, extent and activity to your military operations. 
It is with the higheſt ſatisfaQtion and gratitude, we hear the 
iectionate declaration of the father of his people, that; when 
e unhappy and deluded multitude, againſt whom this force 
lll be directed, ſhall become ſenfible of their error, your 
Lajeſty will be ready 3 receive the miſled with 9 
2 all 


75 


b 1 
Lord Nortb. Lord North preſented the bill for enabling his Majeſty * 


| ſpot, to grant general and particular pardons and indemnitie; 


carry your Majeſty's wiſe and humane intentions into execution, 


my faithful Commons at this great and important conjunc- 
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and mercy; and your Majeſty's gracious communication 
your intention to give authority to certain perſons on the 


in ſuch manner, and to ſuch perſons, as they ſhall think ft, 
and to receive the ſubmiſſion of any province or colony which 
may be diſpoſed to return to its allegiance, demands oy 
warmeſt acknowledgements ; and we ſhall be ready to gin 
our concurrence to ſuch meaſures as may beſt contribute 9 


Every motive, and every intereſt, that can animate the 
hearts of loyal ſubjects, call upon your faithful Commons to 
grant to your Majeſty ſuch ſupplies as the circumſtances an 
exigency of affairs may require; and, being fully convincel 
that the ſecurity of every benefit and advantage derived to the 
commerce, the manufactures, and the navigation, of your 
Majeſty's kingdoms, from the American colonies, muſt ever 
depend on their being held in that due ſubordination to the 
2 of Great-Britain in which the conſtitution ha 
placed them, we ſhould be wanting in the duty which we 
owe to our conſtituents, ourſelves, and our poſterity, if we 
did not engage, with our lives and fortunes, to ſupport thi 

and important cauſe, in which the rights of your Ma 
jeſty's crown, and the intereſts of your people are ſo eſſentially 
concerned; and we hope, and truſt, that we ſhall, by the 
bleffing of God, put ſuch ſtrength and force into your Mz 
jeſty's hands, as may ſoon defeat and ſuppreſs this rebellion, 
and enable your Majeſty to accompliſh your gracious wiſh, d 
re-eſtabliſhing order, tranquility, and happineſs, through 
all the parts of your united empire. 
His Majefly's anſwer. 
Gentlemen, 


T return you my hearty thanks, for this loyal and dutifi 
addreſs : I promiſe myſelf the moſt happy conſequences iron 
the very zealous and affectionate aſſurances of the ſupport d 


ture; and I have a firm confidence, that, by the bleſſing d 
God on the juſtice of the cauſe, and by the aſſiſtance of my 
Parliament, I ſhall be enabled to ſuppreſs this dangerous rebel 
lion, and to attain the moſt deſirable end of reſtoring my ſud» 
jects in America to that free and happy condition, and u 
that peace and proſperity, which they enjoyed, in their can: 
ſtitutional dependance on Great-Britain, before the preſent 
unhappy diſorders, ' 

October . 
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out and aſſemble the militia, in caſes of rebellion in any part 
of the dominions belonging to the crown of Great-Britain. 
He touched ſlightly on the general defign of the bill, and 
moved to have it read a ſecond time on Thurſday, Nov. 2d. 
Mr. Turner pointed out a great number of inconve- Mr, Turner. 
niences ariſing from the militia law, particularly in ma- 
nufacturing counties and places of trade and commerce. 
All the evils of the former act, he inſiſted, would be mul- 
tiplied by the new He added, that he did not ap- 
prove of the prodigious power with which this a& would ne- 
ceſſarily arm the Sovereign, that of calling out the militia, 
whenever he thought fit. On this ground he contended, that 
he juſtifiable occaſions for aſſembling the militia, if they 
were not particularly ſpecified, would remain at the diſcre- 
tion entirely of the Sovereign, On the whole, he dreaded 
the worſt conſequences from taking the militia from under 
he immediate controul of Parliament, who hitherto had been 


ha Wits guardians and paymaſters. 

we Lord Nerth ſaid, it was impoſſible he could, in this ſtage of Lord North, 
we WW he buſineſs, reply to the arguments of the honourable gentle- 

his an; the proper time to ftate his objections would be on 

la. hurſday, when it was propoſed to give the bill a ſecond, 


eading, | 
Mr. J. Fohyflone ſaid, he could not approve of the bill, Mr. - 
decauſe it clearly gave the Crown a power to decide what wag Hane. 

dr was not rebellion, a point upon which the bill depended ; 

nd obſerved, that it was impoſſible to foreſec, to what the 

pperations of ſuch a bill might reach, if a latitude was left in 

he execution of ſo extenſive and dangerous a power. : 

Mr. Sawbridge deſired to defer the ſecond reading a few wir. Saws 
lays longer ; but it was refuſed. bridge. 
dir George Suttie defended the bill, Sir George. 
The order of the day to go into a committee of ſupply, Sir Sie. 

1 Cooper moved, that à ſupply be granted. 5 
« Sawbridge, to teſtify his diſſent, and give his reaſons; Mr. Saw- 
the gentlemen on the treaſury bench talking rather loudly, „. 

d paying very little attention,] he inſiſted on his right to 
peak, and informed the gentlemen, that if what he was offer- 

g Was diſagreeable or diſguſting, they might, if they pleaſ- 

, withdraw, He contended that the granting the ſupplies 
as the only check either the repreſentatives or the people 
ad over the King's ſervants, to bring them to a proper ſenſe 
f their duty; that the preſent miniſters were both wea# and 
"ted, he therefore, for his part, would never conſent to truſt 
em wich the public money, which they had ſo repeatedly 

g ſquandered 


diſtinctly, and in the manner they truly appeared. 


rags 


| Lord Nerth. 


Hoa. Mr. 
Nan. 


r. F. l- Mr. F. Montagu ſaid the reſolutions of the Houſe made 
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ſquandered, in effecting the moſt infamous and corrupt pur. 
poſes. He added, he was convinced of the King's good un. 
derftanding and diſpoſition ; but that unfortunately he ſay 
through a falſe medium, through a fog and a miſt, raiſed by 
his miniſters, by which he was prevented from ſeeing objetts 


The queſtion was put, and agreed to, without further op. 
poſition. 
Oztober 31. 


laſt ſeſſion, reſpecting private bills, having been found in- 
convenient, he wiſhed they might undergo a reviſion. He 
moved that a committee be appointed fur that purpoſe, 

Agreed to, 

Hon, Mr. Marſham ſaid, that as the noble Lord [Lord 
North] had not given the Houſe any ſatisfaction relative to 
introducing the Hanoverian troops into Gibraltar and Port 
Mahon ; and as he had heard nothing in juftification, which 
had yet reconciled him to that meaſure, he took the opportu- 
nity of giving notice to the Houſe, that he meant to move for 
leave to bring in a bill of indemnity at a ſhort day; unleſs 
the miniſter, meaning to ſave him the trouble, would riſe and 
aſſure the Houſe, that he intended to do it himſelf. 

Lord North ſaid, as far as his own thoughts went, he wa 
perfectly ſatisfied of the legality of the meaſure ; yet, a 
ſome gentlemen ſeemed 2 ive that it might be hereafter 
drawn into precedent, as an individual, he had no objectio 
to concur in any meaſure which might tend to keep the heads 
of miniſters more ſecurely on their ſhoulders. He added, he 
had conſulted ſeveral, united in opinion with him, tht 
bills of indemnity were never reſorted to, but to defend the 
adviſers ef objectionable meaſures againſt actions at law; but 
never againſt a criminal charge, on which the perſon offen- 
ding, or ſuppoſed to offend, was liable to be impeached. He 
ſaid, he had a reſolution in his pocket, which he drew out and 
read; Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Houſe, that 
his Majeſty having ordered a bod of his electoral troops 
to compoſe part of the garriſon of the fortreſſes of Gibralta 
and Minorca, whereby the greater part of the troops of thi 
kingdom may be legal or the ſupport of his authority, 
has ſhewn his attention to the intereſts of this county, bei 
in the opinion of this Houſe, a meaſure neceſſarily dem 
ing more diſpatch than was conſiſtent with waiting for tit 

bling of Parliament. 


Hon. Mr. Marſbam excepted to the reſolution ; firſt, * 
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did not by any means come up to his idea on the ſubject; 
ſecondly, though it had, he could never agree to encounter 
the eſtabliſhed law of the land, 3 ing out of the conſtitu- 


tion, by a reſolution of one Houſe of Parliament. 
Governor Johnſtone ſaid, he diſapproved both of the bill Gov. 7. 
and reſolution ; and he believed it would be difficult to quote Hen. 
a more reſpectable authority than ſupported him in his opinion. 
He remembered well, that in a ſpeech. * attributed to Lord 
Mansfield, univerſally given him by the public, and beheved 
to be genuine, that noble Lord, who when he rides the horſe 
of liberty, which he wiſhed he would ride oftener, for nobody 
knew how to ride him better when he mounted him, ſpeaking 
of the act of indemnity, relative to ſtopping up the ports to 
prevent the exportation of corn in 1766, does not treat bills 
of indemnity, as applying to the paltry conſideration of being 
a bar to private actions ; but deſcribes them as favours and in- 
zulgences to miniſters, as pardons for mere blunders and er- 
ors, not proceeding from the intention. 
Lord North ſaid, his reſolution might be made the reſolu- Lord Neth. 
ion of both Houſes by a conference. | 
Hon. Mr. Mar/bam till ſaid, that was by no means fatis- Hon. Mr, 
attory, and gave notice that he ſhould move to-morrow for Mann. 
leave to bring in a bill of indemnity, 
November 1. 
The Houſe waited ſome time for Lord North, but his 
Lordſhip not coming, Lord Barrington laid before the Houſe 
he army eſtimates, and mentioned the taking them into con- 
eration on Monday next, the 6th. | 
Col. Barr# defired to know the number, ſtate, and diſ- col. 1 
poſition of the troops in America, according to the laſt re- 
urns, 
Lord Barrington ſaid he could not ſatisfy the honourable Lora Be- 
gentleman ; but before Monday he would conſult ſome papers ringron- 
yhich would enable him to — as much of thoſe particu- 
ars as are prudent to be diſcloſed. ' 
Col. Barre, What the noble Lord has now ſaid is in the Cot. Barre, 
tue ſpirit of the adminiſtration. Give information they will 
ot; but they will call upon Parliament to vote freſh troops, 
ithout letting Parliament know the leaſt of what they ought 
o know concerning thoſe which are already employed. I 
lll therefore move, That there be laid before the Houſe an 
ccount of the laſt returns of the number of effectiye men, in 
be ſeveral regiments and corps in his Majeſty's ſervice, ſer- 


— 


* See Parliamentary Debates for the year 1766, page 196. 
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Ving in North America, together with a ſtate of the numbe, 
of tick and wounded; diſtinguiſhing the ſeveral places where 
the ſaid troops are ſtationed. 
Mr. Cern- Mr. Cornwa!l deſired the motion might be poſtponed til 
El. Lord North came. g 
Col. Bare. Col. Barre acquiſced. 
Lord North came in about twenty minutes. 
Lord Bar- Lord Barrington. Ever ſince I have been concerned in the 
ringtone army, I know not of any precedent fimilar to what is noy 
called for, To call during a war, for the return of an ata 
has indeed been — but was always oppoſed, as 1 
practice which might prove exceedingly inconvenient, l 
the preſent caſe, I do not know that any evils would floy 
from it, but if done by a reſolution of the Houſe, it wil 
decome à moſt dangerous precedent. As to the informatia 
which the gentleman wants, [ ean give it partly on my leg 
in which way it will not be a precedent ; and if I am nath 
correct, from the papers which I have accidentally about me, 
das might be expected, againſt to-morrow I will procure that 
' which ſhall be more accurate. 
col. Bl. Col. Barre, The noble Lord gives me the ftronget 
--— . ground, that the thing I demand will be of no evil conſe 
ba, quence. Without entering into the matter of precedent, why 
not give the Houſe an information which can do no harm, 
bat may do much good? But in theſe matters accuracy isto 
be withed for; and I ſee no reaſon if the noble Lord lets u 
into the facts in general, why he ſhould refuſe the return it 
ſelf, which is aſked for in the motion. As to telling it mt 
I want not to have a private curioſity gratified I want not to 
be paid in private, a public debt. The information ſhould 
general. The miniſters and officers of the crown have 2 
mitted that they were deceived—they have deceived Parla- 
ment; which would not have been the caſe, had informatict 
been laid before us: my motion demands only informatiah 
that before we vote more troops We may know — col 
cerning thoſe we have already. Let the noble Lord be expl- 
cit in his information; let us know to what extent future eſt 
mates are to go, that when we have voted one number, ſup 
ſins it to be the total, there may not be after demands. Tit 
ouſe muſt proceed in the dark, as we have hitherto done, i 
we are not informed what the ſtate of the army in Boſton 
and what the diſtribution is to be. The information I hat 
had, which is that of the public, is only that of the trol 
being beſieged ; a light-houſe burnt under the noſe © 
the fleet, and the men ſent to repair it carried off by the 2 
* | 01 


* 


4.1778 DEBATES. 31 


my. Let us know the truth, and we ſhall then be able to 


xroceed with our open; | | 
Lord — e laſt return is that of July the 19th, Lord Bar- 
yhich was received here the 25th of October. By this it ap- . 
cars that the number of men in Boſton, excluſive of three a 
ziments going over to join them, was 8550, of which 1482 
vere ſick and wounded, and 354 miſſing, of which : | 
Right hon. Welbore Ellis interrupted his Lordſhip, and — — 
zonically ſaid, I ſubmit it to the noble Lord, whether it“ . 
rould not be alſo for the information of the Houſe, to lay be- 
re us theſe particulars of the rebel army? 
Col. Barri, I give the right honourable gentleman credit Col. Barre, 
pr what he ſays ; lay before the Houſe the number and 
rength of the provincial troops, that we may know whe- 
er you can fight them, that we may judge of your demands, 
d know if the troops you aſk will as competent to the 
rvice they are to perform as were thoſe of laſt year. He 
xpreſſed his ſurprize that government had no returns of the 
y later than the 19th of July: : | 
Right hon. T. 9 — n the point of precedent, I Right Hon. 
In give the noble Lord one, fully in point. I moved for the 3 
turn of the regiments employed in the affair of St. Vincent's, 
dd it was laid before the Houſe. | | 
Lord Barrington. That return was not called for till the Lord Bar- 
air was over: in the preſent caſe the war continues; which . 
kes the difference, [Denied by Mr. Townſhend. ] | 
Hon. Mr. Fox. It is evident from what has paſſed that the Hon. Mr. 
a of acting contrary to precedents will not avail the noble Fe. 
rd. That point is ſatisfactorily cleared up. What there- 
els the true reaſon for the miniſters refuſing to lay the in- A 
mation called for before the Houſe ? Merely, I aſſert, to X 
p Parliament in ignorance. Was „ truth to be laid 
ore the Houſe, the demands of mini would be incon- 
ent with the facts they produced. This was the caſe laſt 
von, and they have kept back all information and impoſed 
the Houſe in order to get the cry of the people before the 
ent of the evil was known, But they have taken care to 
egree of affection to inform you that it is the rights not of 
crown but of Parliament, for which they are fighting, 
jet with an inconſiſtency worthy only of themſelves, they 
| not allow Parliament the leaſt information to know how 
ght for thoſe rights which they ſay are peculiarly its own, 
bis is the conde Sir, which has driven from them ſome 


e moſt manly and reſpectable characters in the kingdom. 
were deceived ; they openly tell theſe men who call 
M them- 


0L, III, 


— fi dence in them. 
Mr. Burke» 
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- themſelves miniſters, you deceived us ; you would not letu 
know the ſtate either of America, or the force you had thei © 
to quell the diſturbances ; acting thus in the dark, we u 
led intoerror, but we will not perſiſt in it ; we know your . < 
tentional deceit, and we leave you. This, Sir, is alſo (LR 
caſe of Parliament; and the only remedy for the caſe is f. 
liament's imitating the conduct of thoſe manly charats,Wi*! 
by refuſing to vote away the money of their conſtitnents fa 
meaſures about which they are abſolutely in the dark. 

Sir Gilbert Elliot. Whether or not the precedent be forg 
againſt the information, I ſhall be equally againſt the motia, 
It would make a precedent of the moſt miſchievous tenden 
What is the return of an army? Why every particular cox 
cerning it given with the utmoſt accuracy, and perfectly a 
thentic ? Can it ever be proper to publiſh ſuch a Rate of on 
while your enemy is in the field? Would it not be giin 
him intelligence of the moſt advantageous nature ? Could arp 
miniſters carry on the buſineſs of the public, if any gentlenu 
in this Houſe had a right to call for ſuch an account? 
would be impoſſible. ' If miniſters act badly they ſhould 
turned out of their places: but the public ſervice can ner 
be advanced by calling for accounts which deſtroys your ca 


Mr, Burke. So, Sir, it is now laid down as a maxi 
not only to refuſe the information, but to take care that ſu 
information ſhall] never be given—and this is to be the ca 
becauſe Parliament, inſtead of calling for information, ſhou 
give confidence to miniſters. This, Sir, is not only tellin 
us that we muſt bear our ignorance, but perpetuating it; 1 
making a miniſter's having forfeited a right to all confidend 
the greateſt plea for placing the more in them for the futu 
This is a mode of reaſoning I never heard of before. As 
the importance of the information now called for, and! 
danger of producing it, it makes one ſmile. Can you in 
gine that this army return of July laſt, can be conveyed 
America, and become better intelligence than General Wal 
ington has already? I will not have ſo poor an opinion off 
abilities, who could write that excellent letter, we har 
read, to General Gage; but ſuppoſe him, and the gen 
Lee and Putnam, to be more aſſiduous and attentive. IN 
men know much more of you army than your returns 
ge them. They coop it up, beſiege it, deſtroy it, crull 
1 — officers are ſwept off by the rifles, if they ſhow ® 
Noles, 


ms 7 


of the Britiſh legiſlature was not denied in America. He 
ſaid, the repealing thirteen acts of Parliament would not 
conſequently place us in the ſame ſituation in which we then 
were, He wiſhed as ardently as any perſon to ſtop the ef- 
fuſion of blood on both fides ; but thought it could only be 
effected by ſending over a formidable army early in the ſpring, 
and appointing proper perſons on the ſpot to give pardons, as 
mentioned in the ſpeech : theſe were the only methods he ſaid, 
which could, in his opinion, reſtore matters to that defired 
footing ; and when that period ſhould arrive, he did not 
doubt but his conciliatory plan would give permanency to the 
reconciliation by our accepting a guantum annually, in lieu 
of taxes, He declared himſelf againſt the motion, as it 
would ground a precedent for future abuſes ; he ſaid the caſe 
of the Caribbs was very different from the preſent : in that 
the miniſter was accuſed of ſending too many men to an un- 
wholeſome climate; and, beſides, there was no great danger 
ff the Caribbs reading our accounts. 


in witholding every proper information from the Houſe, 
put him in mind of a King, who perceiving one end of a 
utheran church exceedingly ruinous and all the reſt of it 
ery good and elegant, propoſed to rebuild that part for them ; 
hich he did in a very magnificent manner; but when they 
ame to aſſemble there, they found that he had taken away 
all the light; upon which they waited on his Majeſty, thank- 
ng him for his favours, and alſo acquainting him with their 


is Majeſty replied it was perfectly right ſo; for it is written 
n the ſcriptures, ** Bleſſed are they that believe and do not 
ee,” | 

The queſtion was then put, and the Houſe divided, when 
be numbers were, for the motion, 63; againſt it, 170. 


ouſe, an account of the artillery, arms, ordnance and mili- 
ay ſtores, iſſued from the office of ordnance, ſent to Ame- 
ca, from the firſt of September, 1773, to the firſt of Sep- 
ember, 1775. It paſled in the negative. 

The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee of ſupply, 


ind . 
uh arines, be voted for the ſervice of the year 1776, at the 
1 of 4l. per month, each man, for maintaining them 


or thirteen months. He, ſpoke of the ſtations of the 
Kt; particularly that the fleet under the command of Ad- 
M 2 miral 


isfortune, in not being able to ſee at church; upon which 


Lord North ſaid, that before the year 1763, the authority Lord Worth, 


Colonel Barr# obſerving, that the conduct of the miniſter Col, Bari 


* 


Colonel Barr alſo moved, that there be laid before this Col. Barrd; 


Mr. Buller moved, that 28,000 ſeamen, including 6665 Mr. Bt 
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. miral Shuldham, who was to command in North America, 
was to conſiſt of ſeventy-cight "ſail. 

Ad. Kypel. Admiral Keppel oppoſed the motion, as inadequate to: 
war, and too large for a peace eſtabliſhment. Said no veſſel 
could keep the ſea upon the coaſt of North America in the 
winter ſeaſon ; arraigned the proceedings of the firſt lord of 
the Admiralty in his conduct of the navy, which he repre. 
ſented to have been in a much better ſituation before the pre. 

| 2 noble Lord came to the head of that department, than 
i ince. 

Capt. Lat- Honourable Captain Luttrell. When the addreſs, which, 
$a? we are told, pledged us to nothing, poſſeſſed this Houſe, I did 
Yy ſuppoſe miniſtry would think jt politic to vote navy, army, 
| militia, ſupplies, and every grant they may want, to exhauf 
the treaſure of this country, without giving time for reflec- 
tion, information, or enquiry ; and therefore I am not ſur. 
prized at the precipitate manner in which the honourable 
member has brought before us a queſtion of ſuch great nz 
tional import ; but as I ſuſpected it, I was eager to learn from 
the noble Lord oppoſite to me, when he mentioned the num- 
ber of land forces propoſed to be employed for the preſent 
ear, what the naval eſtabliſhment was to conſiſt of? His | 
ordſhip carefully avoided being thus communicative, though ei 
he afftred us in too general terms, that the moſt proper œco- 
nomy had been, and would be, obſerved with reſpect to the 
navy. Sir, I do not mean to accuſe that noble of an 
inclination to impoſe upon this Houſe, or the public, becauſe 
his ignorance of naval affairs will acquit him with me of any 
ſuch deſign. But, Sir, let him beware here how he puts 
implicit faith in the information of a man, who with little 
more maritime knowledge, may perhaps have much ſubtlety, 
and is wiſe to reſt ſuch aſſertion as this upon the credit of the 
noble Lord rather than upon his on; for I believe it wil 
puzzle any man in this Houſe to produce more than one in. 
ſtance where this boaſted œconomy has been obſerved, and 
there profuſion would have been excuſable, if not commend- WP"* 
able—I mean, Sir, when his Majeſty went to review his fleet 
at Portſmouth. But, Sir, it would take me till midnight 
to enumerate the various inſtances of bad management, igno | 
rance and extravagance that have followed one another fince iſ”: 
the noble Lord, who now preſides at the head of the Admi- 
ralty, was appointed to ſuch office; proceeding in part, I an 
ſure, from his not taking the advice of a very able and te- 
ſpectable ſea officer, who is a Lord of that board, but ob- 
ſtinately following his own naval ideas, and being — q © 

\ 2 | unwillin 


awilling to diſcern, that though a ſubtle ſtateſman, he is 
ut an ordinary ſeaman. 
Sir, where then is this œcoomy to be found? Is it in the 
mmer parade of that noble Lord, failing from one King's 
ort to the other, and waſting every year ſome hundred pounds 
the public money, by the ſingle expenditure of powder, 
notify his arrival? By proſtituting the honour of the flag, 
4 claiming diſtinctions he muſt know, if he knows any 
ing of the ſervice, he is no way entitled to, and therefore 
oht to be aſhamed of, Is it by the loſs to the public of 
le artificers labour, while they are doing homage to this 
ighty Lord ? Is it, Sir, in ſending a royal yacht with his 
n to Liſbon, which will coſt the public 1000]. when he 
ight have gone in a pacquet for gol. Is it, Sir, in the wiſe 
gulations he has made in the navy, which we hear of in the 
ws papers, and by his dependants, but no where elſe ? Or 
it, Sir, in that careful inſpection into the ſtate of the fleet 
to prevent abuſes, that the beſt men of war may be ſold for 
houſand pounds, while the worſt appear to have coſt forty 
ouſand in repair? And, Sir, as it is the cuſtom to call up 
e attention of the country gentlemen upon every alarming 
bet, I will crave that indulgence for a minute to mark 


is 
15 inſtance out of very many where this ceconomy is not to 
* found, 


[He then entered into the abuſes and miſapplications that 
d prevailed in the naval economy ſince the year 1770. He 
ed, that though in the courſe of five years upwards of two 
tons flerling had been granted by Parliament for the repairs 
wi navy, over and above the _ annually for wear and tear, 
the navy debt had encreaſed in the ſame five years ards of 
r hundred thouſand — He — yo tin ies, a 
þ of ſeventy guns, had been ſold for nine hundred pounds, though 
was in better order than two-thirds of the fleet, and could 
e been made as good as new for 3000l. while it appeared upon 
Journals of the Houſe, that there had been demanded of Par- 
ment, for the uſe of the Dragon man of war only, within four 
'rs, though ſhe had never been at ſea in the time, 32, 97 3. 
ng extra work over and above what ſhe had coſt under the ar- 
ies of wear and tear, and ordinary; and is now laid up in 
areham Creek unfit for ſervice without further repair. He. 
ewiſe proved, that the noble Lord at the head of the board was 
cauſe of the late inſurreftion of the pipurigbts, as he had en- 
uraged them L petition the Parliament for an encreaſe of Wages, 
"ppeſition to the application of the captains of the navy for an 
ale of thiir half-pay : be himſelf having told their * 
py 6": . 


T 


' ſervice : if 6665 marines are to be included, 1200 of which 
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that the ſhipwrights were a ſet of more uſeful men to this natin 
and much more entitled to the favour of government. He ſaid jig 
the taſt-work was the meſi deſtructive manner of building ay 
repairing poſſible, that it muſt inevitably encreaſe the naudl y, 
pence, and ruin the fleet of this kingdom. ] 

Now, Sir, to return to the queſtion immediately before u: 
my objection ariſes, as it did laſt year, from a perſuaſion d 
the inſufficiency of the number of ſeamen applicd for to ma 
the ſhips already in commiſſion, and thoſe fitting for foreign 


the honourable member allows to make a part of your ſtandin 
army, and are now ſerving under the general of your troops 
in America, how then can the ſhips in this country be fitel 
for war, if occaſion ſhould require it, without the afliſtang 
of theſe marines, who, with the few volunteers we have, cu 
alone be truſted to man the boats, get the ſtores on board, 
guard the ſhips, and the men we receive from the impre 
traders, The honourable member has told us, that Admin 
Shuldam's command is to conſiſt of ſeventy-eight fail d 
men, of War. In that caſe it is trifling with Parliament u 
come with ſuch a demand as this, when I am ſure it is ins 
poſſible, by any calculation, to prove them ſufficient to ma 
ſuch a fleet as is now in commiſhon, and fitting for. foreign 
ſervice ; and if you except out of 28,000 ſeamen the 120 
marines under the command of our General at Boſton, ſe 
officers, petty officers, and ſervants, the number of foremal 
men will not exceed 14,000 ; therefore theſe muſt be ord- 
nary grants; you may judge of the extraordinaries by wha 
you have heard reſpecting the Dragon, and of which ther 
are many more inſtances equally alarming. 

Sir, though I am totally againſt a great increaſe of revenut 
for the deſtructive purpoſes it ſeems at preſent intended, it 
was my beſt hope that a large ſhare of it would be appropriated 
towards the ſupport of what is generally acknowledged to be 
the great ſtrength of this nation; that when the America 
ports were ſhut up, and we had loſt that trade, we migit 
have ſecured the ſeamen out of employ, by fitting out a fot 
midable fleet ; not becauſe I think it will prove uſeful on tie 
coaſt of America, but as the beſt ſecurity againſt a foreigt 
power. | | 

Sir, talking of America, a right honourable member (a 
there had been a fault in the navy ſomewhere. Will the ne 
ble Lord declare that Admiral Graves has ever received po. 
ſitive orders that he did not execute; or have they been, # 
have reaſon to believe them, from the operations of they 


1775. FSB AT E 8. 

artfully diſcretional, that if your ſhips ſhould be wrecked 
pon that frozen coaſt, or any misfortune attend them, the 
lame may be laid on the Admiral, and his reputation as an 
ficer be ſacrificed to ſhelter the wicked proceedings of theſe 
iniſters. 

Sir, An honourable member told us, we need not be diſpi- 
ited with our misfortunes in America, for that our fleets 
vere unſucceſsful at the beginning of the late war, but after- 
ards proved victorious, Sir, this is a poſition ſimilar to that 
f the naval ceconomy, which I think can hardly be marked 
n above one inſtance, I mean the loſs of Minorca, Where 
Iſe did ill-ſucceſs await our naval arms? Was it in Eu- 
ope, Aſia, South or North America, where from the com- 
nencement to the concluſion of the war we were ma- 
ing captures ? How then, Sir, was the ill-ſucceſs, misfor- 
unes, or calamities that attended this country in any foreign 
var, to be compared to the fea of trouble we are now em- 


ear the minds of thoſe men will do, who can tell us, in a 
guage that is ſhocking to hear, they are rivetted to coercion 
gainſt our fellow-ſubjeCts in America. 


ult of green wood, which not being ſo durable as the ſea- 
ned wood, were very bad, had lately proved very rotten, 


nd that this circumſtance had been the cauſe of the great 
xpence, 


ere to be continued againſt the Americans, they ought to 
| confined to that ſervice only, He then declared that he 
ad hitherto ſupported government on principles, without 
Bard to men; thinking it his duty as an honeſt man ſo to 
on as long as the true intereſt of the country appeared to 


gh conſulted, and the public affairs conducted to the credit 
| q r honour of the nation; denied that to be the cafe at pre- 
* Mt, and called on any of the miniſter's beſt friends to con- 


anger, if he continued to afford his ſupport to men, tlie 
ts of whoſe miſtaken and pernicious meaſures had re- 
ced us to ſo ſhameful and diſhonourable a ſituation, Pro- 
led himſelf an advocate for the ſupreme legiſlative autho- 
ty of this country over its colonies; diſclaimed however on 


having 


jarked in, but which I hope to God may calm ſooner than 1 


all him; adding, he ſhould ill deſerve to fit there any - 


one hand vindicating the raſh and indiſcreet meaſure of - 


Lord Hinchinbroke ſaid, his brother was in ſuch a ſituation, Lord Ha- 
he noble Lord [his father] had no other means of ſending him, <#inbrote. 
Lord North ſaid, the ſhips built at the end of the war, were Lord Northe 


dir J. G. Ci iu, ſaid, he did not get up to oppoſe the Sir F. C- 
umber of ſeamen, becauſe he thought if any operations fa, Grin. 


firs Northe Lord Nerth faid, although his own particular ſentiment 
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having taxed the Americans, as he did on the other, thy 
mode of refiftance. He put the Houſe in mind, tha 
noble Lord [lord _ had in the laſt ſeſſion given it 3 
bis firm opinion, that the forces then voted, and the os 
meaſures the Houſe had adopted, would put an end to g 
our unhappy diſputes with America, even without a dry 
of bl ed; and that notwithſtanding we all felt & 6 
riouſly the grievous effects of theſe ill-adviſed meaſures ; th 
noble Lord, he ſaid, with fatal —_— againſt him, wy 
determined to ſeek our total ruin, by perſevering in the ſans 
wild and extravagant ſyſtem ; inſtead of which, he add 
tender of conciliation on terms ſuited to the true ſpirit d 
the Britiſh conſtitution ought to be preferred and held o 
to the Americans, which, if found not to prevail, to 8. 
linquiſh all connections with them; or otherwiſe, if prafj. 
cable, to harraſs them with your fleets, by interrupting the 
trade, till at length they might perhaps be brought to x 
for protection. Contended, that meaſures of this natur 
would fave the nation from impending ruin and deſtructia 
which muſt otherwiſe be attendant on the ſyſtem of coercith 
and conqueſt ; that our finances might thus be kept unin- 
pared ; that we ſhould have no occaſion for foreign troop 
for the vaſt exerciſe of our army eſtabliſhment, or for cally 
forth the militia to the prejudice of trade and of the cults 
vation of our lands, wt that we ſhould preſerve to on 
ſelves what it was to be feared might be too ſoon wanted 
. fecurity at home againſt foreign or domeſtic infults ; a 
that in the worſt event, the loſs of America could never it 
adequate to the blood and treaſure of which this county 
muſt be exhauſted in the endeavours to recover it, and 
preſerve it, if in the end victorious. | 
The motion was to without a diviſion, and Mr 
Speaker reſumed the chair, f 


continued to be, that the meaſure of ſending part of hi 
Majeſty's electoral troops, to form part of the garriſons 
Gibraltar and Minorca was perfectly legal and conſtitutions, 
under the circumftances in which it was done, yet as ſeveſi 

tlemen did not fee the matter in the ſame light, to wh 

would wiſh to give every ſatisfaction in his power, 
would move for leave to bring in a bill of indemnity. Hi 
Lordſhip accordingly moved the Houſe for leave to bring il 
a. bill to indemnify ſuch perſons as have adviſed his Majdlf 
to ſend to the garriſons of Gibraltar and Port Mahon, 3 pi 


5 
ce electoral troops of Hanover, during the receſs of Par- 
© po k 6 
A r to, | 
* , November 2. 
1 A petition of the merchants and traders of the town and 


ounty of Poole was preſented to the Houſe, and read; ſetting 
"th, that it has been repreſented to the petitioners, that the 


1 eſt lndia merchants intend to apply to parliament, for leave 
export proviſions and other neceſſaries from Great Britain 
dhe Weſt India iſlands; and therefore the petitioners pray, 
 W:t they may alſo be permitted to export, from Great Britain, 


roviſions and other neceſſaries, for the uſe of the Britiſh 
hery carried on at Newfoundland and the places adjacent, 
the American ſources are ſtopped, and to give them ſuch 
ther indulgencies, for the benefit of that trade, as to the 
Jouſe ſhall ſeem meet. | 
Ordered to lie upon the table. 
A petition from the merchants of Dartmouth, in the coun- 
of Devon, engaged in, and carrying on, a trade and fiſhery 
d, and at the iſland of Newfoundland, was preſented to the 
louſe, and read; ſetting forth, that the unhappy differences 
ow ſubſiſting between Great Britain and her American colo- 
ies having occaſioned the latter to withold the uſual ſupplies 
bread, flour, and other proviſions, which they have hitherto 
forded to the inhabitants of Newfoundland, and to the great 
umbers of ſeamen and fiſhermen annually engaged in catching 
pd curing fiſh at that iſland, and on the banks, the prices of 
ole neceſſaries of life have been enhanced this ſeaſon near 
tee times their uſual rate, to the ruin of many, and the great 
(s of all thoſe who are obliged to purchaſe ſuch articles in 
ewfoundland; and that the quantities of bread, flour, and 
ale, allowed by law to be exported from the port of Dart- 
auth for Newfoundland being very inadequate to the neceſſary 
pnſumption of thoſe articles, it will be impoſſible for the peti- 
oners to carry on any trade and fiſhery to that iſland the en- 
ing ſeaſon, unleſs they have power for exporting ſuch quan- 
ties of thoſe articles as may be ſufficient for ſupporting not 
ly the people immediately employed by them in their re- 
* gective trades, but alſo great numbers of inhabitants of that 
land, and others who annually reſort thither to carry on the 
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5 er,; and that the petitioners cannot, with any degree of 
ſl . — 0 0 

on, aſcertain what quantity of each of the ſaid articles 

25 ay be neceſſary for theſe purpoſes, but they conceive great 


advantages may poſſibly ariſe from their being tinted, and 
9 inconveniences likely to accrue from their having liberty 
Vol. III. N to 


1 


da 


Lord Bar- 


rin gton. 


Col. Bank. 


would yield the requiſite proof of duty. When this 24 


giſlative authority of this country without queſtion or dia 


grievances be redreſſed; let the operation of all the acts ca 
plained of ceaſe, ipſo facto, in each colony reſpectively wit 
the required recognition ſhall have been complied w 
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to export to the ſaid iſland ſuck quantities as their future al. 
vices therefrom may make them judge' neceſſary ; and there. 
fore praying, that they may have liberty to export, from the 
port of Dartmouth for the iſland of Newfoundland, any qua. 
tities of bread, flour and peaſe, without ſtint, or to give the 
petitioners fuch other relief in the premiſes as may be judg 
neceſſary. 

Ordered to lie upon the table. 
Lord Barrington preſented the army eſtimates. His Lord. 
ſhip ſaid, that the accounts of the army returns, which hehy 
read yeſterday, were not the lateſt; that the army at Boſt 
conſiſted of 7415 men. * 

Colonel Barre (after aſking ſome queſtions, which Lo 
Barrington anſwered) faid, that the army in America conſi. 
ed of twenty battalions and a half; and theſe battalions, ac 
cording to his Lordſhip, did not contain above half their pu 
per number of men. | 

Lord Barrington declined going into any arguments up 
the ſubject. 

he order of the day for reading a ſecond time, the bill 
embodying the militia. s | | 
Mr. Hartley. I ſhall beg leave upon the preſent occaſa 
to take a ſcope wide of the immediate buſineſs, and offer a 
obſervation or two upon the neceſſity of having ſome meaſu 
of a conciliatory nature to attend thoſe coercive ones whi 
are brought forwards againſt America with ſo much haſte. 
would propoſe that there ſhould be ſome teft of ſubmiſi 
held out, by which the colonies may prove their ſubmifliont 
the legiſlative power of this country. I think the beſt woul 
be the recognition of an act of Parliament, to be regiſten 
in the aſſembly of ſuch colony willing to ſubmit. Andl 
think the beſt ſhould be one which exerciſes a controliuy 
power over the colony; for inſtance, ſuppoſe it was to ent 
that all the ſlaves in America ſhould have the trial by ju 
The recognition of this and the ſubmiſſion to its operate 


recognition of an act of Parliament ſhall have replaced the! 
nution, as it was before the commencement of theſe troudla 


then, as an act of merited juſtice to ſuch colonies as ſhall ha 
given this proof of their return to their allegiance, Jet tit 


This propoſition ſeems to me to be equitable in itſelf ; 


1975 - + + AD #7 = 8 91 
ope it will be thought by all parties to be definite, ſatisfactos 
y, and practicable, 
Mr. Charles Turner, I am againſt the preſent bill upon Mr. Chari: 
yery account, as I am againſt militias in general. "The pro- Turner. 
der men to recruit and ſupply your troops are the ſeum and 
dutcaſt of Cities and manufactures, fellows who voluntarily 
ubmit to be ſlaves by an apprenticeſhip of ſeven years are 
he proper perſons to be military ones. But to take the 
oneſt, ſober, induſtrious fellow from the plough, is doing an 
ſential miſchief to the community, and laying a double tax. 
he militia is likewiſe more expenſive than the regulars, and 
herefore the more improper at preſent, Ss 
Lord Mountſtetwart. I do not riſe to oppoſe the preſent La. Mum 
ill, becauſe I am clear that the force of a militia is the true fewart. 
onſtitutional force to be relied on by this or any kingdom ; 
ut, Sir, | wiſh to ſee no longer a partial militia—I wiſh to ſee 
n end of a line of diſtinction drawn between countries, which 
n nature and in land are the ſame: I wiſh to ſee a militia in 
orth Britain. What reaſon can be aſſigned againſt it? The 
tain of rebellion is wiped out ; it is done away for ever, by 
he loyalty of the people, and the uncommon exertions they 
nade for the crown in the laſt war, I do not mean now to 
ring this matter under conſideration, but give notice that I 
hall take an early open day to propoſe it, 
Mr. Dunning, He condemned the bill. Inſtead of the Mr. Dun- 
ſtenſible motives held out by this bill, the militia may be **. 
mployed in the moſt alarming and unconſtitutional manner. 
t throws a power into the hands of the King, hitherto un- 
nown to the conſtitution. He took a retroſpective view of 
neaſures in general; and introduced ſome ſtrictures on ad- 
reſſes; particularly that from the firſt battalion of the mili- 
a of the county of Devon. The very honourable and wor- 
by gentleman [Mr. Acland] who helped to procure that ad- 
reſs, and preſented it, he ſuppoſed, conſulted the noble Lord 
Lord North] upon it; and he had good ground to believe 
he noble Lord cortected it. The addreſs ſpeaks its origin 
ly; it makes a tender of their ſervices with their ſwords 
awn, not to uſe them againſt the common enemy, any of 
he branches of the houſe of Bourbon, not even againſt the 
mericans, for they could not act againſt either out of the 
ingdom, but againſt his Majeſty's internal enemies, that 
„ ſuch who in this Houſe, or elſewhere, dare to hold a 
ontrary opinion with the framer and author of it. He ſaid, 
he tendency of the preſent bill is exceedingly different from 
de old militia law, and therefore demands an explana- 
N 2 tion, 
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tion, that the Houſe may know how different the ſituation of Wi + 
the gentlemen now in the militia will be, when the bill i | 
paſſed, from what it is at preſent. They and the men ente. WW, 
ed into that engagement with their country, under the ex. Wi, 
ow circumſtances that they were never to be called out by 
n time of invaſion or rebellion in England, or imminent du.. 
ger of one or the other, This condition ſecured them fron WW, 
ing at the beckon of a miniſter, to be called out under pre. t 
tences of diſtant or imaginary danger. They knew the nz, Wy; 
ture of the very cauſe in which they were to draw their ſwords; WWW, 
but what will be their ſituation if this bill paſſes ? It will Her 
in the power of the miniſter to embody the militia, and py 
them under the mutiny act, if a rebellion is only apprehendd 
in Bengal, in St. Helena, in the moſt diſtant and inſignificut 
dependency of the crown. To draw their ſwords in deſeng 
of their king and country, is what they entered expreſs|y an 
chearfully to do; but to be made ſoldiers in ſpite of then- 
ſelves, to ſerve not their country in great and fearful exiger- 
ces, but to ſecond the apprehenſions or evil deſigns of a mi 
niſter, is being in a ſituation ſo totally different, that no a6 
ments can convince me they will endure it. I am a friend u 
the old militia, becauſe it can only be drawn out in cat 
preſcribed by the conſtitution ; but I am an enemy to thy 
new ſcheme, becauſe it in fact annihilates that meritoriou 
militia, and gives you a monſter in its ſtead. | 
A noble lord has touched upon another militia—a militia 
be compoſed of a ſet of people of a complexion which has nd 
it ſeems, been thought by the legiſlature to recommend then 
to poſſeſs it: a northern militia ! From the manner in whid 
the intimation is given I take it for granted the plan is de 
termined, and that we may conſider it as one of the mealua 
which are at preſent ſo rapidly combined, And it leads as 
naturally to the great queſtion of America, to ſhew how thek 
meaſures are united in order to be effectual; and 1 ſhall ti 
readier undertake it, as next week I ſhall be otherwiſe ems 


ployed. 5 | 
fe is curious to obſerve what are the auxiliaries which tit 
reſent adminiſtration call to the aſſiſtance of the Britiſh cons 
itution 3 Catholicks from Canada, if they can be induc 
to act; Iriſh Papiſts; a new militia in England, compola 
of a deſcription of men exceedingly different from thoſe wil 
compoſed the old one ; a Scotch militia, of a, deſcription thi 
I will not name; Hanoverian mercenaries to. garriſon. the d 
t fortreſſes of the Mediterranean; and, to crown Ut 
whole, 20,000 Ruſſians, to protect the legiſlative authority 


: 
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this country. It has been declared in another houſe, that the 
Ruſſians are not to be ſent to America, therefore they are, we | 
may preſume, to be brought here, He wiſhed to know what 
object we were now contending for with America. It was not 
for taxes, as we might eaſily perceive, by General Burgoyne's 
ſetter to General Lee; for a gentleman of his good ſenſe, and 
who held ſo high a poſt under government, would, not ven- 
ture to aſſert ſo much without ſome authority. It could not 
be ſa that we were contending for the general unlimited 
power of parliament over every part of the empire; for the ſe- 
cretary of a neighbouring kingdom had contradicted that idea, 
by 1 ce that expreſſions of that kind which had been 
made in that Houſe by a gentleman in an high office, were no 
more than the raſh inconſiderate opinion of an haſty indivi- 
dual. — He wiſhed to be fairly underſtood with regard to his 
ideas of Rebellion: he ſaid he never had conſidered it as 
genus which might be divided into ſeveral diſtinct ſpe- 


eures; yet he was apt to imagine, that there might be one 
Wort of rebellion leſs deſerving our hatred than another; 
bat there might be a provoked and an unprovoked rebellion, 
du which each merited different degrees of cenſure, He then 


proceeded to ridicule the motley complexion of our intended 
orces, which were to conſiſt of Hanoverians, Ruſſians, ſavage 

nadians, and Iriſh Roman Catholics, He ſaid, he had 
jeard, that a fingle- regiment could march from one end of 
forth America to the other; but he defired ta know, if it 
nas not more probable that 20,000 Ruſſians could march from 
ohnny Grott's houſe to the Land's End. On the whole, he 
Jeclared that he was againſt this, as well as moſt of the other 
eaſures of government; that he ſtood alone, unconnected 
(rc ith any party; that he deſpiſed any man, who at ſuch a cri- 
s juncture as the preſent, could be ſwayed by any perſonal 
votive whatever; that, for his part, he ſpoke ex animo, 2 
e hoped the Houſe would give him credit for his aſſertion, 
ene concluded by obſerving, that although he might not, per- 
aps, be able to give that cloſe attendance to the buſineſs of 
h ce Houſe which he could wiſh, yet he would uniformly op- 
cee the miniſtry in every ſtep they ſhould take to enforce 
duc deaſures which he heartily condemned. 


dir George Yonge informed the Houſe of the manner in sir Gerge 
ſich the Devonſhire addreſs was obtained, without the nge. 


ta owledge or concurrence of the gentlemen of property 
e u the county. 


n Mr. Rigby, I ſhould not have riſen to the preſent queſ- Mr. Rigby. | 
da, had not the learned gentleman brought me into a con- 
| ſpicuous 


well. Now, for my part, although I think there is but one 


Col. Barre. 
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ſpicuous light, from what an Triſh ſecretary is ſaid to hays 
mentioned in another place. I have a great opinion of that 
gentleman's abilities ; and it is very plain he has a very goo 
opinion of me, from the way he treats me. Becauſe the 
Iriſh ſecretary __ am a raſh and inconſiderate individual, 
therefore adminiſtration ſays I am fo, for ſuch and ſuch ſenti. 
ments. As to the right of taxing Ireland, I aſſert it upon 
the ſolid authority of an act of Parliament; if this Parlia. 
ment has a right to deprive the Houſe of Lords of Ireland o 
their judicial right, in the dernier report, it has a right to do 
every thing elſe. But the learned gentleman has taken : 
longer field ; he has given us a rueful catalogue of troops, 
which are to execute the meaſures, and among the reſt 20,009 
Rufhans, This is the firſt time that I ever heard a ſyllable 
of Ruſſians coming here. It is true, I am not of the cabinet; 
I never was there in my life: but from the connections I 
have, and from all my information, I know of no ſuch de. 
fign. But whenever a war has been opened, which demands 
foreign auxiliaries, various are thoſe that have been hired, 
The laſt war ſaw Wolfenbuttlers, Heſſians, Hanoverians, and 
I know not what, in our ſervice ; and there was a Britannic 
legion, which conſiſted of all the thieves in Europe : the 
learned member, if diſpoſed to ridicule, might call them au 
the Marattas of the eaſt, allies of the King of England. The 
learned member enters very logically into the diſtinctiom 
of rebellion, and from attending minutely to them, all I ca 
learn is, that there are two ſorts of rebellion - one which the 

entleman likes very well, and one which he likes not at al. 
He deteſts the rebellion of 1745, but likes the preſent paſkn 
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kind of rebellion, I cannot carry my ſentiments fo far bact 
as the honourable gentleman ; for, whenever the Americans rin 
ſhall return to their duty, and behave as loyally as the people 
of Mancheſter, I ſhall not, by any means, conſider them & 
deſerving my hatred ; but ſhall readily give up the point ir 
taxation for honourable terms of acommodation with them. 

Colonel Barr# obſerved, though he was informed his bo- 
nourable and learned friend could not ſtay long the preſent e. 
evening, yet he did not believe, however 33 and pr ad 
fitable the practice of his learned friend might be, that h 
would neglect to attend his duty in that Houſe on any af 
of national importance, where his advice or aſſiſtance mii ery 
be ſerviceable to his country. He obſerved, that he had l 


<ly heard many gentlemen in adminiſtration ſpeak very mod ro 


rately of American affairs, and he exhorted them to = 
64 0 
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ſome kind of a conciliatory propoſition together, as 2 ſtep to- 
ards an accommodation, He requeſted the friends of mi- 
niſtry not to be ſo very fond of war, as to overlook an eaſy 
and honourable peace, which lay ſo immediately in their 
ay, that they could not but ſee it, if they would but give 
hemſelves the trouble to look for it; and concluded by re- 
inding the Houſe, © that Philip loft the now United Pro- 
inces by being too tenacious of one ſingle poſt,” 


onourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, Colonel Barre] that 
he honourable and learned gentleman [Mr. Dunning] may 
probably ſoon leave the Houſe, and as I do not intend that 
ome aſperſions the honourable and learned gentleman has 
hrown out on me ſhall go unnoticed, I riſe now to give the 
earned gentleman an opportunity of replying if he chuſes it, 
he learned gentleman began by calling me his honourable 
riend, and immediately proceeded to give me the moſt une- 
huivocal proofs of his friendſhip, by throwing out aſſertions as 
etrimental to an independent character, as they were unfound- 
d in fact. The learned gentleman has ſaid, that the addreſs of 
e firſt regiment of Devonſhire militia, which I had the ho- 
jour of preſenting, was corrected by the noble Lord. If I 
yas to give way to the juſt dictates of my reſentment, no ex- 
reflion the Engliſh language contained, would be ſtrong 
nough to mark in its true colours ſuch an unwarranted aſſer- 
ion; but I will content myſelf with declaring to this Houſe, 
is full gallery, and the whole world, that it is untrue. - The 
dreſs, which has had the misfortune of drawing down the 
eight of that gentleman's reſentment upon it, and which I, 


fog r ſeems, in an unfortunate hour, preſented to his Majeſty, if 
one W's containing ſtrong ſentiments of loyalty to the King, and at- 
back chment to the conſtitution, be a crime, is, I confeſs, moſt 
em iminal. But, Sir, ſorry am I to find, that expreſſions of 
ode yalty to the King and attachment to the conſtitution, ſhould 
mA opear ſo criminal to that learned gentleman. This addreſs, 


t which the gentleman is ſo much diſpleaſed, expreſſes, Sir, 
juſt abhorrence of every attempt to alienate the minds of his 


eſen e endeavour to ſuppreſs any internal enemies of the King, 
pd this conſtitution. It is neceſſary that I ſhould inform 
at e's Houſe, that about the time that this and many other 
ofa F'eftern addreſſes originated in the country, many inflamma- 
nigll yy papers, breathing a ſpisit averſe to = and tranqui- 


l had been with an affiduity hitherto unknown, diſperſed 
tough the weſt, amonglt others, letters inviting to allociate 
| had 


geſty's ſubjects, and a readineſs, when properly called on, 
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Mr. Acland. As I underſtand by what dropt from the Nr. Aland. 
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had been ſent to many of the principal magiſtrates and j8 
gentlemen of property ; theſe aſſociations were recommends 
on the principle that aſſociations of the ſame nature had be 
entered into previous to the Revolution. Now, Sir, we 
unfortunate country gendemen, who are not bleſſed with 
thoſe abibities which teach us to underſtand black when ye 
read white, did conclude, that if theſe letters of afſocis 
tion ſo recommended, did imply any thing, they did imyly 
the neceſſity of another revolution. Under ſuch circum. 
ſtances, Sir, in ſuch times, were we not juſtified ? Did ge 
not act the part of good citizens and good ſubjects, pub. 
lickly to declare to the whole world our juſt abhorrence d 
every attempt to alienate the minds of his Majeſty's ſub. 
jets, and to expreſs our readineſs, when properly called og, 
to exert our utmoſt endeavours to ſuppreſs any internal ene. 
mies of the King and this conſtitution ; for Sir, ſuch is 
, flammatory papers and ſuch circular letters of affociation, 
are attempts to alienate the minds of his Majeſty's ſubjed, 
and thoſe men, I care not who they are, by whom ſuch 
papers and ſuch letters were circulated, are enemies to the 
King and this conſtitution, An honourable gentleman c.. 
ſerved, that not above fixty or ſeventy An had fignel 
the Devonſhire addreſs; 1 muſt tell that gentleman, tha 
he has been egregiouſly miſinformed, for I can affure thi 
Houle, that nineteen out of twenty of the principal reſiden 
repreſentatives of the propetty of the county figned thi 
addreſs.” I muſt here beg the patience of this Houſe, w| 
am on my legs, to anſwer a queſtion which has been oftt 
thrown out from the other fide of the Houſe, It is pete 
tually aſked, how country gentlemen, whom it ſeems it 
the faſhion of ſome gentlemen in this Houſe to ridicult 
though I believe they would be very glad of their ſupport 
can again truſt an adminiſtration that has ſo often deceim 
them? For one Sir, I anſwer, that they never have & 
ceived me; but if I had been deceived, I had been deccint 
under the ſanction of the graveſt and moſt reſpeQable as 
thorities of this Houſe, under the ſanction of that honours 
ble and learned gentleman himſelf, who during the 1 
ſeffion of Parliament, when adminiſtration applied to Put 
liament to ſtrengthen the hands of government, * 
the diſturbances then exiſting in the province of the 

chuſetts Bay to the riots that had often happened at differ 
times in different parts of England, which had been fi 
preſſed with a very trifling, if not without any aſſiſtance d 
military force, Would not therefore that gentleman ® 
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bis friends have treated it as the moſt ridiculous, the moſt 
abſurd, the moſt extravagant, the wildeſt of all wild doc- 
tines, if adminiſtration had propoſed to Parliament to ſend 
aut a force adequate to the conqueſt of a whole continent, 
o do what? Why to ſuppreſs a few inſignificant. riots 
1 the Maſſachuſetts province, ſuch as the honourable gen- 
leman told you, that you have had fifty times in this 
ountry, and which have been ſuppreſſed without any 
nilitary aid at all. I again repeat, I have not been de- 
eived by adminiſtration, for I did not think the force com- 
xetent ; but becauſe a competent force was not ſent out laſt 
rear, I do not think it good ſenſe or good argument to 
dppoſe the ſending out a competent one this year; nor ſhould 
think, if at this time I withdrew my weak ſupport from 
dminiſtration, I ſhould the next year have a right to ac- 
uſe adminiſtration for the ill ſucceſs of meaſures if they 
hould ſucceed ill, when 1 had done every thing in my 
oer by my oppoſition to prevent their execution. 

Mr. apologized for the miſtake he had been un- Mr. Dur- 
Jer, reſpecting the addreſs from the Devonſhire militia. ning. 
Right honourable T. Townſhend called on the miniſters to Rt. Hon. T. 

now where the Ruſſian troops were to be ſent, as it was 7 

ſſerted in the other Houſe not to America; and now, by Mr. 
Rigby, not to England. He ſuppoſed to Ireland. Said that 

nnovations in the militia, were dangerous, becauſe every 
tanding oppreſſive force in Europe, began with a harmleſs 

uitia, He deteſted the politics of adminiſtration while he 
ompaſſionated the unhappy Americans, who had been pro- 1 
oked to reſiſtance by the late acts. He declared, that in his | 
pinion the neceſſity of embodying the militia of any part of 

e kingdom could only be juſtified by local cauſes ; that if 

here was a rebellion in tland, or in Wales, he ſhould 

ote for the embodying of the Scotch or Welch militia, but 

jot otherwiſe; and that he differed in opinion from an ho- 

durable member [Mr. Rigby] who had aſſerted he knew but 

{ one kind of rebellion, Mr, Townſhend in ſupport of his 

lent from Mr. Rigby, inftanced the rebellion of 1945, 

"hen the town of Mancheſter (who had now ſent up an ad- 

rels, flattering the miniſtry, and abuſing the gentlemen in 

ppoſition) took an oſtenſible part againſt the preſent family. 

dir Thomas Egerton, defended the town of Mancheſter; _ Thomas 


buſe upon the gentlemen in oppoſition, 


Right honourable T. Tewn/hend, cited the aſſage. Rt. Hon 7. 
| 0 a Paltage Mr. Tewn/burd. - 


oL, III. 


' 
| 
aid he had ſigned their addreſs, which did not contain any gers | 
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Mr. Burke. © Mr. Bufke obſerved; that the Mancheſter addreſs was no 
ſingular in the indecency of its language, but that all th, 
miniſterial addreſſes ſpoke of thoſe who had endeavoured u 

prevent the civil war in which this country was unhappih 

now plunged through the ruinous and deftrutive meaſures 

purſued by adminiſtration, in the moſt ſcurrilous and illiben 

manner. That the gentleman who defended Mancheſter 

ſtood in the ſame predicament with many others who hat 

figned what they never read, and therefore were aſtoniſhed when 

- they afterwards heard the language of the addreſſes; lu. 

| guage, be ſaid, which diſgraced the name of Britons; i 
which the pood-nature of Engliſhmen and the manners d 
ren were totally forgot; and which, though procure 
edurtiers, contained nothing charaQeriſtic of them but the 
moſt ignoble fervility, and the moſt unmerciful encourage 
Ment of barbarous, blood-thirſty meaſares. There were tw 
ther addreſſes, he declared, which called loudly for th 
cenſure of that Houſe; the addreſs from the firft battalion a 
the Devonſhire militia, and the addreſs from the Univerſy 
of Oxford. Theſe he termed the addreſſes military and ecds 
fiaſtic ; addreſſes from perſons who, at all times, and on i 
' occaſions, were debarred conftitutionally from meddling wi 
the politics of the country. He deſcanted largely on the hk, 
Hewing the impropriety of the militia, or any armed body! 
ToIfiting to be employed againſt their fellow- ſubjects. Wil 
regard to the latter, he almoſt charged Lord North with ha 
ing wot only feen it before it was preſented to the King, be 
With having altered the compoſition of it; and if Lord Nom 
avowed the propriety of the Univerſity of Oxford (a bodyt 
learned and teligrons men) interfering with politics, advißg 

2 civil war, and caſling thoſe that oppoſed it rebels and tu 
xors, the freedom of this country was dead, her liberty 
no more. He painted in ſtrong colours, the fituation of tl 
"heads of an Univerſity, ho he declared ought by no mea 
to inftil{ political principles into the minds of theſe who w 
not ſaMficiently matured, who knew too little of the 
to be able to judge of their propriety, and to Jiſtinguiſh betue 
found policy and deſtructive expedients. Every man, het 
'ferved, muſt feel the violent error of ſuch a conduct; he W 
"himſelf a ſon at the Univerſity, and he could not approve 
mais ſon being fold by grave men, that his father u 
abettor of rebels. He concluded with declaring that 14 
North ought not only to bave abſtained from taking pat 
the formation of that addteſs, but that he ought to have! 
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gected it when it was ſent to him, and prevented it from being 
reſented. 
F Sir Milliam Bagot related the origin of the Stafford addreſs, Sir,. Nager. 
geclaring that he had ſeen the addreſs from London to the 
ectors of Great-Britain, and as he was not willing that the 
ventlemen of the county ſhould be ſeduced by it, he ſupport- 
d at the ſeſſions an addreſs, containing ſentiments very diffe- 
rent from the London addreſs, only one perſon, whom the 
Jouſe well knew, [Mr. Wooldridge] objecting to it. | 
Hon. Capt. Luttrell. When the laſt votes in favour of Hon. Capt. 
he addreſs (which I conſidered to be deſttuctive to the liber - TH. 
ties of America) paſled this Houſe, I thought-we might take 
leave of every ray of hope, that peace and good fellowſhip 
vould again ſubſiſt between our colonies and this country; 
[, however, felt this conſolation, that, uninfluenced by ſel- 
lh views, or by the political intereſts of any man, or ſet of 
n whatſoever, 1 had diſcharged my duty agreeable to my 
onſcience, and the beſt of my abilities; and as I could not 
prevent, I had only to lament the future progreſs of this un- 
atural war, But, Sir, in conſequence of what fell from the 
noble Lord on the oppoſite bench, I hold it a duty incumbent 
pn me, to offer to the Houſe ſuch intelligence as I have re- 
ceived from America, that I may not be comprehended 
among the number of thoſe gentlemen the noble Lord ſup- 
poles to be inclined to conceal from him, or the public, what 
hey have reaſon to believe is the true and general ſeatiments 
df the Americans. = 
Sir, a noble Lot has communicated to us the private infor- 
ation he has received from a general officer at Boſton ; a right 
honourable member in my eye acknowledged the receipt of a 
tter from an ever memorable colonel, the ſubſtance of which 
amounted to little more than this, that he lamented they had 
deen miſtaken in their ideas of the provincial army, Sir, my 
nformation comes not from a military man, but from a friend 
bf mine, whoſe family remains in this country, and who 
vent to America for the recovery of his health. Sir, he is of 
nation that will hardly be ſuſpected of taking part in this 
ebellion ; he is a man of — ſenſe, ſound judgment, quick 
liſcernment, ſame philoſophy, and much caudour ; be is 
nown to many members of this Houſe, having been a candi- 
late for a ſeat in Parliament. I value his information, be- 
auſe I believe it authentic; and that I may not be ſuppaſed 
o ſtate it partially, as what he ſays of America is compriſed 
in a few lines, I will, with leave of the Houſe, read them. 
Here Captain Luttrell read a letter from New Yark, * 
be 
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be jefty, full as reſpectful to the King as the preſent : but pet. 
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the beginning of September, which affirms, ** That the people 
there aim not at independence, but are generally determined 
to die, rather than to ſubmit to the arbitrary claim of taxation, 
though they are informed the French, their natural enemies, 
have offered aſſiſtance againſt them.” ] 

Now, Sir, if the information conveyed to America be true, 
France is the foreign power that has offered us aſſiſtance, 
What, Sir, is likely to be the ſtate of your army then ? 30,000 
Britiſh troops, perhaps one half that number French, ſome 
thouſands of your Canadian ſubjects and Iriſh Roman catho- 
lic "marines, Then, Sir, when America is conquered, and 
the flower of your army cut off, your new allies toi be pre. 
pared to diſpute the conqueſt with you. ls there a man, Sir, 
in this Houſe, that doubts but every Roman catholic «f 
either army, or in that country, of any name, deſcription, or 
ſituation, will not be ready again to aſſert the right of France 
to the colonies of America, in oppoſition to the proteſtant 
army; or that they will not be ſupported by the northern li- 
dians, who are bigots to the Roman catholic religion, and in- 
mediately under the influence of the popiſh prieſts and jeſuit 
which abound in that country. Still, Sir, I am at a loſs to 
tell, whether I ſhould prefer an alliance whether France o 
Ruffia, It is time we ſhould look to the enterpriſing ge- 
nius rifing in that empire; to a people eager in the purſuit 
of freſh poſſeſſions, in climes leſs inhoſpitable than thoſe they 
now inhabit, already become (thanks to Great Britain for Wei! 
it) the firſt maritime power in the north, the third great ma- 
ritime power in the world, extending her manufactures and 
commerce. — | 
I fear the balance of trade is already againſt us; but-it mul 
Inevitably be ſo ſoon ; and then you will ſend your ſpecie to 
 Rufſfia, to purchaſe the vaſt quantity of hemp, turpentine, 
tar, and other naval ſtores, neceſſary to ſupply the preſent Hai 
—— naval eſtabliſhments. Sir, ſhould Ruſſia inſiſt upon nr 

ending theſe naval ſtores to your arſenalt in America in bY 
own bottoms, dare you refuſe it? What may be matter of ne. 
ceſſity now, was ignorance, or ſomething worle, ten yea 
ago. Sir, it was for theſe reaſons, I requeſted the honourabi 
member who moved the addreſs, would adopt the motion, e 
«< previouſly to enquire into the real ſtate of Great Britail 
and her American colonies ;” that upon mature conſiden- Nor 
tion we might preſent a dutiful and loyal addreſs to his Mz- 


aps - leſs concluſive upon Parliament. Sir, thoſe that 
thought they-pledged themſelyes to nothing, did well og 
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+ their aſſent. 7, conſcious I knew but little, and believing 
pledged myſelf to every thing, hope I did as well to vote 
gainſt it; for 1 conſidered it to imply a thorough knowledge 
f both countries, whereas it appears, by the language of admi- 
iſtration, that they are totally ignorant of the real ſtate of ei- 
er. One noble Lord tells us, we cannot raiſe an army of 
itons ſufficient to ſubdue the preſent rebellion in America; 
at muſt call in the aid of foreign troops, which we muſt pur- 
haſe with our wealth, in like manner with any other commo- 
ity. Some gentlemen of great abilities and equal authority, 
old the direct —_— ines, calling up to our reſolution 
e numerous army of Britiſh troops ſupplied in the late war. 
rom ſome of theſe benches we learn, that great part of Ame- 
ca is till in our poſſeſſion; from others, that we have not 
foot of it. One minute it is aſſerted, the Americans are 
ill ready to ſubmit; the next, that they unite the men with 
eir meaſures, and execrate both. Some ſay they contend 
ly for taxation; others for independence: with a variety 
different accounts, as to the numbers, fituation, and op- 
ſition of the provincial army. And the moſt material 
eſtion of the whole ſtill remains undecided, whether this 
duntry (England I mean) is, or is not, deſirous of purſuing 
ercive meaſures” againſt the Americans? Sir, his Majeſty 
certainly do no wrong; but are his miniſters therefore 
ove reprehenſion ? And if the King has been deceived by 
eir miſrepreſentations, is it not more dutiful and loyal, 
mbly to point them out, than to let the people aſcribe a 
of blame to him, while they take ſhelter under the ſa- 
d name of Majeſty. The King wiſhes for peace and recon- 
lation with America, and I believe the noble Lord oppoſite, 
da part of his aſſociates, do ſo too, as well as the general- 
of the people of England ; and that theſe blood thirſty 
aſures can only be pleaſing to ſuch ſlaves to a part of go- 
ment, who the very laſt year told us, they ſhuddered at 
plan of operations, and would not ſupport. them, becauſe 
thought them cruel; yet now they can adopt them, 
uſe they are ten times more ſo ; and to a, ſet of unprin- 
led, arbitrary, and avaricious men, who I wiſh to God 


on; re transferred to a government like New Zealand (where 

ain WE) devour their fellow-creatures) from that of a civilized 
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H. on. Mr. Fox obſerved, it had been ſaid that the ad- Hon. Mr. 
er ties would cauſe ill blood here, but that he would add Fer. 

that ung more; they would cauſe much ill blood in Ame- 


i, The addreſs from the Devonſhire militia he reprobated . 
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s one of the moſt unconſtitutional acts that ever had fille 
within his knowledge. After which he declared he did ng 
think ſo meanly of the anderftandings of the preſent miniſtm 

as to ſuppeſe they would leave this country without an um 
of ſome kind ; that he approved of a militia as a ſuccedauem 
to an army, but that by the preſent bill they were evident 
to ſerve as a purt of the army itſelf, He then entered ing 
definition of the original meaning and intention of the fa 
gliſh militia, and laid it down as a doctrine, that formerly; 
militia-man was merely armed and diſciplined, that he mi 
when danger was at his door and preſſed upon him, 
himſelf, He ſaid he ſhould certainly be againft the int 
duction of ſoreigu troops, and he was alſo againft a ftandiy 
army; that the purpoſe of the preſent bill was to ereates 
ſtanding army, and to encreaſe the power of the crown ; tha 
he ſaw no difference between a ſtanding army of regulars, ul 
a ſtanding army of militia, whom the King could call of 
when he pleaſed ; for that in this country, and every oth 
extenſive dominion, there would always, in ſome part 
other, be a riot, which the miniſter might call a rebelli 
; There might be a diſturbance among the negroes in Jamaic 
in Bengal, or any other diſtant place, which might ferve 
a pretext for embodying the militia. That many gentle 
would 2 who —— it, by deig 
t iſagreeable ; that at if he wa 
— officer he — — with de 
ring that adminiſtration were taking advantage of the prek 
ſituation of affairs, to put the people under martial law, co 
to add that law to the prerogative. That all the late & 
rican” acts tended to increafe the power of the crown, and 
demoliſh the rights of the people; and that as the preſent 
evidently would do fo, he ſhould oppoſe it. | 
Lord Nertb. Lerd North obſerved, that although there were fo 
different opinions held, and ſo many different object 
thrown out in the preſent debate, that it was my 
ble for him to reply to all of them, yet he thought 
incumbent on him to ſpeak to two matters which 
deen urged by the gentlemen in oppoſition : one was, Au 
charge made againſt him reſpecting the Oxford addr". 
and the other, the idea which tad been alledged 0 
vai! with adminiſtration of introducing foreign troops | 
* - this kingdom; with regard to the latter, he declared Man 
was no ſuch idea entertained, and he appealed to the bil Bil 
fore the Houſe as a confirmation of what he ſaid ; fort 
was obvious, if miniſtry had ſuch an intention they 
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ould have introduced the bill, but moved for the introduc- 
on of foreign troops, on the plea of the inſufficiency of the 
reſent militia act. He declared he was himſelf averſe to the 
ployment of foreign troops, but that where a great con- 
itutional point was to be carried, and which could not be 
arried without them, he ſaw no objection to their being 
ade uſe of; he thought they might be applied to as a. re- 
urce, though it would be impolitic to uſe them in the firſt 
ſtance : that as we had more money than men, it was a 
tural and a juſtifiable reſource in caſes of neceſſity; but that 
preſent adminiſtration meant to leave the defence of this 
puntry to the gentlemen of it, which was ſurely the meaſure 
ft likely to prove agreeable to every Engliſhman ; and that 
> far was he from wiſhing to embarraſs any gentlemen in the 
ilitia, that he had no objection to the inſertion of a clauſe, 
ving them power to reſign if they diſliked the ſervice, His 
prdſhip treated what had fallen from Mr. Fox, reſpecting 
e dangerous uſe that might be made, at any future period, 
the power granted by this act, as a chimera, never likely to 
realized ; obſerving upon the hazard a miniſter would run 


SEES tT 


— 


D 


the King's dominions, a pretext for calling out the 
llitia of England; and adding, that if any miniſter ſhould 
ſo hardy, he fincerely hoped he would be impeached at the 
rof the Houſe of Lords. With regard to the Oxford ad- 
„ his Lordſhip declared, that it came to him as a part of 
e univerſity, as one of the firm of it; in fact, it was ſent as 
compliment to their chancellor; that he did not alter the 
guage ; that he both then and now thought it contained 
ch ſentiments as were proper to come from the univerſity ,; 
at it did not encourage the plunging this country into a civil 
r; that it only expreſſed a diſguſt at rebellion, and teemed 
th profeſſions of loyalty which were an honour to thoſe 
Mm whom it came; and that therefore he did not prevent it 
m being preſented : but he ſolemnly proteſted that he ſaw 
d other addreſs in its way to the throne, and he defied the 
ntlemen on the other ſide of the Houſe, after the moſt exact 
quiry, to prove that adminiſtration interfered in procuring 


Lord John Cavendiſh made a ſhort reply; after which the 
* N upon the queſtion. For reading the bill 259; 
nt it $0. * 

Bill committed. 
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5 Movem- 


_ a riot in the Indies, or a diſturbance in any diſtant | 
arter 
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A petition of the merchants of London trading to the We 
Indies, was preſented and read; ſetting forth, that the inha. 
bitants of the ſugar colonies in the Welt Indies have hither 
been ſupplied with very large quantities of flour, bread, ries 
and Indian corn, from the continent of America, from whig 
ſupply they are now cut off by reaſon of the preſent interry. 
tion of commerce with America ; and that the quantity gf 
wheat and meal flour, bread, and biſcuit, now allowed 
law to be exported to the ſaid colonies from the port of Loy 
don, will be greatly inſufficient for the ſuſtenance and uſed 
the inhabitants of the ſugar colonies during the continuatia 
of ſuch interruption ; and therefore praying the Houſe wil 
take the premiſes into conſideration, and grant ſuch relief 
to them ſhall ſeem meet. | | 
- Ordered to lie upon the table. WO 
Sir James Lowther moved, that the introducing the Hans 
verian troops into any part of the dominions belonging to th 
crown of Great-Britain, without the conſent of Farliamen 
firſt had and obtained, is contrary to law. He ſaid, hewoull 
not take up much of the time of the Houle in entering into tn 
eat queſtion of law which this reſolution led to, that doub 
eſs would be ſpoken to by more able gentlemen than himlcl 
"The meaſure appeared to him to be doubly improper, both g 
being in direct oppoſition to the bill of rights, the act of f 
4lement, and the eſtabliſhed law of the land; and alſo thatl 
is at preſent highly inexpedient in the preſent ſtate of thed 
pute with America. Why are we, ſaid he, to have recourl 
foreign mercenaries, inſtead of our own troops? Why plac 
dependence upon thoſe who cannot feel the ſame call for 6 
fending the liberty of this country as the natives of it? I 
is no good reaſon for this; and if we may judge from 
uniform tenor of adminiſtration in all their conduct, . 
ought to conſider it as a moſt dangerous weapon in the wal 
hands which any weapon can be lodged in, But the no 
Lord on the other fide the Houſe will tell us that be is 
able pilot chat is to conduct us into port. I ſhould bey 
to aſk that able pilot what are the proviſions he has made 
the continent of America for the employment of thoſe nudl 
rous forces to be voted ?. Where are his tranſports and vid 
lers to go? Where are his magazines to be formed? 
ſecurity will he give us that they are not to roll about the# 
lantic by way of a harbour? But one queſtion ought 0! 
clude a thouſand others. Why have we not peace with 25 
ple, who it is evident deſire peace with us, and wiv 
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ady to ſubmit to the legiſlative authority of this country ? 
He then read, as a part of his ſpeech, che laſt addreſs of the 
ongrels, to the people of England. 


or my people, who can have no cauſe in which I am not equally 
ntereſted, ſent to the garriſon of Gibraltar and Port Mahon, a 
art of my electoral troops.” He then acquainted the Houſe, 
hat he roſe to ſecond the motion of his honourable friend. 
lothing, Mr. Speaker, requires ſuch watchful attention 
this admirable ſyſtem of government, as the due poize 
f the ſword between the King and the people. His Ma- 
eſty bas the entire command of the troops after they are 
a0 or introduced into his dominions, that military ope- 
ations may be conducted with that ſecrecy and diſpatch, 
hich is neceſſary to give them their full effect; but the 
xeople, on the other hand, muſt be firſt conſulted on the 
ccalion of raiſing or introducing ſuch troops, leſt under the 
retence of defending us againſt our enemies, an over- 
yhelming force may be turned againſt our deareſt rights. 
This rule I take to be a corner ſtone in the Britiſh mts. 
jon, which once removed, leaves every privilege we enjoy, 
t the mercy of the King. The words the clerk has juſt 
ad, I conſider as the moſt wanton violation of this princi- 
le, and the moſt avowed declaration, that it does not exiſt 
n the Jaw or ſpirit of our government. It is to meet ſuch 
angerous doctrines, and to vindicate the wiſdom of our 
nceſtors, who have not left the rights and privileges for 
hich they bled on ſo precarious a footing, that I now pre- 
me to trouble the Rouſe; nor does the bill of indemnity, 
uid on your table by the miniſter ſo early this day, flacken 
y ardor on the occaſion. In the preamble to this bill, which 
have juſt read, it is declared, ** that doubts have ariſen” 
n this great conſtitutional queſtion ; I ſay, then it is fit the 
gillature ſhould determine thoſe doubts, If fo palpable a 
eſect remains in this government, let us boldly declare the 
(ct, and correct it without delay, If (as I apprehend) it 
| free from ſo glaring an abſurdity, as that of ſuppoſing 
ls Majeſty can introduce any number of foreign troops into 
is dominions without the conſent of Parliament, let us, with 
qual willingneſs, aſſert the right of the people throughout 
Is Majeſty's dominions ; and cenſure, or pardon, thoſe who 
we oftended, as their conduct, when duly conſidered, may 
deſerve. 


Governor Fobr:/tone, moved to read that part in his Majeſty's Governor 
peech, which ſays, “ and I have, in teſtimony of my affection Je. 
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deſerve, But in tenderneſs to them, do not let this 
aſſembly forget what we owe to our country : do not let y 
forget what we owe to our own dignity as legiſlators, by leayjny 
ſo great and eflential a point undecided, merely in com- 
pliance with the humours of ſome gentlemen, who want y 
balance between their former profeſſions and their preſen 

conduct. | 
It was happily obſerved by a noble earl, whoſe ſuperig 
wiſdom was fo long revercd in this Houſe, that you might 
intrench yourſelf with parchment up to the teeth, as defence 
againſt the power of arms put into the hands of other men: 
but the real ſecurity conſiſted in never admitting of ſuc 
numbers as could effect any evil purpoſe ; for wherever ſu 
power had been intruſted, diſtinct from the guardians of i 
berty, the ſword had always found a paſſage to the vitals d 
the conſtitution. This principle ever directed our pear 
eſtabliſhments, till the reign of his preſent Majeſty. Thi 
had governed the conduct of our anceſtors till this hour, 
This jealouſy is evident in every clauſe of the mutiny bil, 
whereby a military eſtabliſhment is interwoven into our pp 
vernment. But in caſe this prudent generous jealouſy | 
commendable againſt our own countrymen and fellow-citizen 
when they become ſoldiers, they who have equal privileges u 
loſe and to defend; they who have all the ties of friendſhy, 
relation, and education, to reſtrain them from deſtroying the 
liberties of their country; how much more watchful an 
attentive ought we to be, when this intoxicating power! 
delivered up to foreign mercenaries, who have no object but 
the pleaſure of a prince; who have been accuſtomed to 
conſider the rights of a freeman as an inſult on their piofe 
fion ? Shall neither argument or experience ſtop this Hout 
in the madneſs of her American career. Muſt every princh 
ple of our government be diſſolved in the conteſt. Shall tit 
firſt barriers of our freedom be levelled with the duſt, t 
favour our miniſters in their abſurd management, Shall u 
deſpiſe the hiſtory of all thoſe nations, from Carthage down 
wards, who have loſt their liberty by — foreigh 
troops, and recur to thoſe weak filly arguments which hat 
always been uſed as the reaſon for firſt introducing them. Hot 
different is the ſpirit which prevails now, to that which it 
ſpired our anceſtors after the Revolution? That the Houk 
may judge on this point, I deſire the meſſage from k 
William, of the 18th of March, 1698, and the anſwet * 
the Commons of England may be read. | Read the 191 
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1 anſwer as under. ] Here you find a King to whom the 
ry Parliament, he addreſſed, owed the freedom of their 


* Journals of the Houſe, 18th March, 1698. 
The earl of Ranelagh acquainted the Houſe, that he had, in 
mmand from his Majeſty, a mefſage to deliver to this Houſe, 
ned by his Majeſty, and all of his own hand-writing : which 
e ſaid earl delivered in to Mr. Speaker, who read the ſame to 
» Houſe, and is as followeth, viz. 
William R. 
His Majeſty is pleaſed to let the Houſe know, that the neceſſary 
eparations are made for tranſporting the guards, who came with 
m into England; and that he intends to ſend them away imme- 
ately, unleſs, out of conſideration to him, the Houſe be diſpoſed 
find a way ſor continuing them longer in his ſervice, which his 
ajeſty would take very kindly. 
Upon which a queſtion being propoſed, that a day be appointed 
confider of his Majeſty's ſaid meſſage, the queſtion was put, 
at that queſtion be now put, and it paſſed in the negative. 

20th of Mafch, 1698. 
The lord Norris reported from the committee, appointed on 
turday laſt, to draw up an humble addreſs, to be preſented to 
| Majeſty; that they had drawn up an addreſs accordingly, which 
read in his place, and afterwards delivered in at the clerk's 
ble, where the ſame was read, and is as followeth: 
Moſt gracious Sovereign, . 
We your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the commons 
this pre ent Parliament aſſemhled, do, with unfeigned zeal to 
ur Majeſty's perſon aud government, (which God lang preſerve) 


vt humbly repreſent, | 
| TT hat the paſſing the late act for diſbanding the army, gave great 
of s faction to your ſubjects; and the punctual execution thereof, 


I! prevent all occaſion of diſtruſt or jealouſy between your Ma- 
y and your people, | Ee 
[t is, Sir, to your loyal Commons, an unſpeakable grief, that 
thing ſhouid be aſked hy vour Majeſty's meiſage, to which 
cannot conſent, av/thout doing violence to that conſtitution your 


I holy came ever to ore and prefcrve, and did at that time, in 
Ir gracious declaration promile, that all thoſe foreign forces 
elgl ch came over with you ſhould be ſcent back, In duty, - there»: 
Wm WC your Majeſty, and to diſcharge the truſt repoſed in us, 
Ha crave leave to lay belore you, that nothing conduceth more to 
h ins happineſs and welfare of this kingdom then an intire conſi- 
jou ce between your Majeſty and your people; which can no way; 
kin o firmly eſtabliſhed, as by eniruſting vour ſacred perſon with 


Town ſubjects, who have ſo em'nent!y ſignalized themſelves 
all occaſions durin S the late long and expenſive war, 
OL. III. 2 re- 


of appointing a day to take his Majeſty's meſſage into con- 
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reſolves, ſupplicating with a degree of eagerneſs, humility 
and affection, that might have melted a Roman father, j, 
behalf of troops, who had been active in his ſervice; wh 
had been the companions of all his glory, and all his toit 
whoſe numbers could be no object of jealouſy ; but thoſe rex 
patriots knew the nature of aug precedents, and they ſay 
the conſequences of this. They refuſed the common formal 


ſideration ; they waved thoſe trifling reſpects, when the cons 
ſtitution of their country was at ſtake ; they inſtantly named 
a committee to draw up an anſwer, and the Houſe mat 
ſolemnly and truly declared, as you have heard, “ that they 
could not conſent to his Majeſty's requeſt, without doing 
violence to that conſtitution his Majeſty came over to pre- 
ferve.” While I commend this glorious {pirit in our fore- 
fathers, I hope there is no perſon who hears me, at c 

believe it ſptings from any of thoſe ignoble prejudicc:, whid 
ſometimes prevail againſt the inhabitants of other counttie 
Sing'y and individually, I believe, a Frenchmen as good 
an Engliſhman, and a Spaniard equal to cither, if they 
protected by a free government, Al I maintain is, that the 
misfortune having placed them under deſpotic government 
they are more fit to deſtroy, and not fo fit to preſerve, the 
privileges of frermen. That the happy predeliction every mat 
feels for his native foil, is a principle eſtabliſhed by God, 

ought to be ſtrictly attended to by ſtateſmen in the formation 
of srmies, and that no intelligent ſtateſman ever deſpiſed thi 
natural affection, or would with to have recourſe to foreign" 
in the wanton degree the inſtance before us exhibits, | 
is ſaid, we have plenty of money, but are ſcarce of men 
If money is ſo plenty, it were well ro conſider from whend 
this ſuperabundance comes, before we kill the hen that 

the golden egg. It is ſtrange, in one breath to declare ol 
plenty, and in the next to plead our poverty, as a reaſon i 
altering our ancient ſyſtem of colony government, to gf 
money to ſupport us! As to the ſcarcity of men, I wi 
tain, if any country wants men for its neceſſary purpoſes 
there are ſome defects in the ſyſtem of government. Er : 
country under a good government will breed up to the nt 
bers wanted, — the meaus of ſubſiſtance. If population dye 
falls of, there is ſome radical defect — perceive ſome gent 
men {cem to laugh at this doctrine l laugh at their ignoran 
Will any man alledge there is no radical defect in ouf g 
vernment, where by impolitic impoſitions in your reimt 
laws, 1000 men are annually loſt to the kingdom, and * 0 
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are tempted to work againſt its intereſt ; are annually 
Joſt in gaol, or as fugitives driven abroad by the ſeverity of 
your laws reſpecting private debts; 1000 by criminal puniſh- 
ments ; 1000 ſoldiers die annually out of the courſe! of nature, 
by the manner of ſhifting our troops from ſtation to ſtation, to 


lar eck up the diſeaſes of all climates; ſome millions are loſt, to 
li Wational defence, by the oppreſſive laws about religion in 
0n-Mre1and. Is it poſſible to confider theſe facts, and afſert there 
01-8: no defect in the government under which they happen? 
rel ie introduction of foreigners by bills of naturalization, or 
wol etches of prerogative, to remedy ſuch waſte, can only 


ader the diſeaſe more incurable. Adminiſtration place this 
r to account of the dignity of the nation; for they ac- 
xowiedge no other profit, or advantage, can be reaped from 


ation of this country ſo low, as that of depending on the 
lectorate of Hanover for the interior government 4 its own 
ubjedts > What a confeſſion at the outſet in this buſineſs? 
hat Great Britain is unequal to the conteſt ! How are the 
webty fallen fince the peace of 1763? What a ſpectacle 
* Europe! Can it be ſuppoſed that the force of the 
mpire is really ſo diminiſhed, or muſt we impute it to 
e injuſtice of the cauſe, and the madneſs of our rulers, 
ſho, without exterior. cauſe, have rent the empire aſun- 
rin ſo deplorable a degree. So far I have reaſoned on 
de bad policy of this meaſure, ſuppoſing it had been per- 

utted by the law of the conſtitution. I ſhall now conſider 
WF upon. the ſpirit, and then upon the letter of the law. | 
The ſpirit of the conſtitution is fully declared by the bill of 
pits, and annually by the mutiny bill. That the raifang, or 
reping up a ſtanding army, within the kingdom, unleſs it be 
e ich the conſent of Parliament, is again/? law.” Is there any 
an fo narrowed in his ideas of government, as to think, in 
entence declaratory of the firſt eſſential principles of the 
aſtitution, that the words within the kingdom, meant merely 
e territory of England. The bill of rights is not an enact- 
$law, but declaratory of the old rights of the ſubject by the 
| mon law: in this caſe we muſt look for the principle that 
u rns the rule; wherever this principle extends, the law 
ues, The principle is plain, that the King may never be 
If to aſſemble any military forces for unjuſtifiable purpoſes, 
* to overawe the Parliament to enact, or the people to 
qneſce in meaſures, which may be deſtructive of their 
dom, Let us try the conſtruction contended for by = 
riends 


in the end. But is there any ſtep that can reduce the repu- 
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friends of adminiftration by this rale : to what purpoſe pr 
hibir the King from exerciſing this power in England, if h 
can raiſe or introduce into Ireland or Guernſey, or the pla. 
tations, whatever number of armed men he pleaſes} Th, 
reaſoning is fo weak and abſurd, that I am well informed, the 
firſt law officer * of the kingdom has abandoned it in anothe 
aflembly ; beſides, if this doctrine takes place, what ſecurity 
have the people in the colonies for any of their privileges, 
his Majeſty can order what number of forces he pleaſes, int 
the different colonies, without the conſent of Parliament} 
How does this accord with the doctrines of virtual repreſen 
tation? If their members here have no vote in the moſt ma: ihe 
terial of all other concerns in a free ſtate, the poxwer of th 
ſword---the feeble protection from witholding their pay and 
fubſiſtance is of little avail : the eleQtor of Hanover may pg 
them; men in arms will ever find money for themſelwa 
Nor can there be any reaſon alledged for — this power 
to the crown: foreigners never can be employed without 
leaving ſufficient time for calling the Parliament; whenever 
it is neceſſary to employ them, the occaſion muſt be fo mo- 
mentous as to demand the advice of the great counſel of the 
nation. To alledge, as 1n the preſent caſe, that the memben 
of this Houſe would rather ſubmit that the crown ſhoull 
poſſeſs the power of butchering half the inhabitants of th 
empire, than be diſturbed in their diverſion of killing a pat 
tridge, is the ſevereſt ſatire that could be pronounced up 
us. It may be true of the majority. But in that caſe Ia 
if there can be ſo ſtrong a proof of a declining empire? I ak 
if ſuch diſpoſitions prevail, if the people of America har 
not juſt grounds of jealouſy againſt _— the proterbor 
of their deareſt rights to ſuch guardians ? I maintain thes 
was full and ſufficient time, without retarding the meaſur; 
to call the Parliament; the tranſports, with the Hanoveriany e. 
are not even yet ſailed from Stade. The manner of mentiot- 
ing the fact in the King's ſpeech, (more as a piece of nen 
than as a meafure on which we could deliberate) ſufficient 


part of his Majeſty's dominions beyond the kingdom of Oral 
fitain, is claimed by his Majeſty's miniſters as an undoubtel rar 
wer in the crown : and though the bill of indemnity, 
introduced, ſhews they are under much difficulty in ma 


— 


*The lord high chancellor. * 
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Wang this doctrine by argument, yet every man of ſenſe 
1 Te this buſineſs is merely to amuſe the country gentle- 
. ea, that they might retire with decency on this day; for I 
The fy them, under all the ſhifts of parliameritary doublings, 


negative this motion, conſiſtent with their former princi- 
Another objection to this meaſure occurs very ſtrong! 

me, His Majeſty has declared, that any treaty whic 

xy be made for the employment of foreign afliſtance, ſhall 
laid before the Houſe. ' Now I maintain, ſome treaty for 
nl contract (which is here the ſame thing) muſt have 
en made with the elector of Hanover, and regiſtered 1n his 
ncil for the employing thoſe troops. They are corps as diſ- 
t from the troops of this country as the Ruffians. His Ma- 
Ry, and the elector of Hanover, are, in their polical capa- 


pay ity, 25 diſtin as the empreſs and the king of Great Britain. 
res, Woes any one ſuppoſe, fo perfect a deſpotiſin prevails in Ha- 
wee ver, that the elector has ordered the troops of that ſtate 
out Without ſome formal capitulation ? If there has been a capitu- 


ion, we have a right to ſee it. The miniſters haye engaged 


ho s Majefty's word, that every treaty for that purpoſe ſhall 
d on the table, and in caſe it is witheld, or denied, 
dener are reſponſible for the breach of ſo ſacred a declaration. 
ud 


t after ſporting with the royal proclamation, under all the 
ls and robes Bok of the ſtate, in the Quebec bill ; after 
piling charters of government granted by his Majeſty's 
edeceſſors, and acquieſced under for hundreds of years, as 
e proper executive form of binding the nation, j am not 
pniſed, they mock and ridicule a ſpeech to Parliament of 


eir own drawing. 


N 8 


nu 1 come now to confider the letter of the law. The act of 
ic Sttlement 12 W. III. c. 2. enacts, © that no perſon born 
un, orf the kingdoms of England, Scotland, or Ireland, or 


e dominions thereto belonging, (although he be naturalized, 
made a denizen) exeept fach as are born of Engliſh parents, 
all be capable to enjoy any ! office or place of truſt, civil or 
tary,” Now I aſk, if poſſeſhon of the fortreſs of Gibral- 
c or Port Mahon, is not a great military truſt ? I aſk, if 
e King could commit this truſt to the officers of Spain, or 
nnce? I defire to know where the diſtinction in point of 
i to be found, which renders it more legal to commit 
ole great national bulwarks to Hanoverians than Spaniards, 
ie miniſtry, under the duke of Newcaftle, by advice of the 
1 duke'of Cumberland, had made the ſame miſtake as to 
"4 of the crown in a capitulation they had mads 
or. III, R with 
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with colonel (now general) Prevoſt, for employing ſoreigr 
in America, without the preyious conſent of Parliament, | 
heard Mr. Pitt, in his place, tell the then miniſters, if the 
ſhould dare to employ ſuch troops, he ſhould conſider the 2 
of ſettlement as broken, and that he would impeach the x 
viſers of ſuch illegal meaſures; this was at the commenc 
ment of a war with France, yet no apprehenfion of dang 
could induce that great man to yield any conſtitutional pay 
to the expediency of the moment, which might eftabliſh 
precedent, that might ruin his country. eſe mini 
though in poſſeſſion of full as great a majority as general 
follow the voice of the noble lord in my eye, were too l 
to perſevere, They brought in the act of the 29 Geo. 
c. 5. to enable his Majeſty to grant commiſſions to foreig 
Proteſtants in Ameriea, only with the ſeveral limitations in the 
bill, which every officer knows, If his Majeſty had poſſeſa 
the power of employing foreign troops, where was the ne 
ceſſity of ſuch a bill? The diſtinction that is taken by th 
noble lord in the war department, 1s trifling to the laſt degre 
He fays the difference is obvious, bc in the one c 
they hold commiſhons from the King; in the other, from thy 
cleftor of Hanover. Are they leſs to be feared, becauk 
they do not hold their commiſſions from the ſtate ? Are th 
not equally under the order of his Majeſty, when they ent 
his dominions? The law does not ſay, they ſhall not half 
any commiſhons, but any office, or place of truſt, civil q 
military. Our anceſtors did not guard againſt the ſhado 
and ſubmit to the preſſure of the ſubſtance, What furthe 
confirms me 1n this opinion is, the words of the mutiny bl 
It declares, as a principle in the conſtitution, ** that noma 
can be forejudged of life, or limb, or ſuffer apy puniſhme 
but by the judgment of his peers.” It makes the exceptiat 
as to the army, to be employed under that bill. Gibralt 
and Minorca are expreſsly mentioned as places within tit 
purview of the act. Every one is now convinced, from d 
caſe of Fabrigas, after all the chicane to avoid the decthot 
that ſubjects in Gibraltar, or Minorca, are equally liable 
the protection of the common law, againſt oppreſſions, % 
other parts of his Majeſty's dominions. The mutiny ace 
clares, as the only authority under which courts martial a 
be held, © That his Majeſty may grant his warrant to ü 
lord heutenant of Ireland, or other chief governor or go? 
nors there, for the time being, or the governor. or govern 
of Minorca, Gibraltar, and any of his Majeſty's domium 
e | r bern 
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beyond the ſeas reſpectively, or the perſon or perſons there 
mmanding, in chief, his Majeſty's forces, from time to 
me, to appoint courts martial in the kingdom of Ireland, 
ad other places and dominions reſpectively: in which courts 
martial, all the offences above mentioned, and all other 
fences herein after ſpecified, ſhall be tried and proceeded 
raioſt in ſuch manner, as by this act ſhall be hereafter di- 
fed,” The ſubſequent part of the act declares, © . That 
ery member, aſſiſting at fach trial, before any proceedings 
mn be had thereupon, ſhall ſwear, that he will adminiſter 
iſtice according to the rules and articles, for the better go- 
ernment of his Majeſty's forces, and according to the act of 
arliament, now in force, for the puniſhment of mutiny and 
ſeſertion, and other crimes therein mentioned.” All theſe 
gulations, it is impoſſible for any Hanoverian officer to 
amply with. Men who will not carry their ideas on the 
pot ; who will not attend to the preciſion of criminal pro- 
dings by the Engliſh law, which leaves nothing to diſcre- 
hon, find no difficulty in any thing; Do the beſt you can,” 
dives every difficulty, and forms every inſtruction from them. 
but to men of more accurate diſcernment, I will aſk a few 
queſtions, Can any court martial be held in Minorca, or 
braltar, without warrant from the governor? Can his 
arrant order any court martial, otherwiſe than as deſcribed 
by the matiny bill? Can German officers, without know- 
ng our language, ſwear they will adminiſter juſtice according 
d 2 law they do not underſtand? In caſe the ſentence is 
lach, who is to approve ſuch ſentence, or who is to ſign the 
rant to execute? If it is alledged, the Hanoverians carry 
der own military law with them into our dominions, I ſhall 
ut a caſe : ſuppoſe an Hanoverian puniſhed by Hapoverian 
in Minorca, ſhould bring his action for damages againſt the 
prernor, or in caſe of pumſhment by death, an indictment 
found, would ſuch a plea, in juſtificatiqn that it was done 
Kording to the laws of Hanover, be allowed ? I maintain 
* it would not. I aſſert, the moment any man engers into 
e dominions of the crown of Britain, he owes a local allegiance, 
ad is liable to the puniſhments and the protection of the laws 
this realm only, and that no foreign potentate hath, or can 
ereiſe any juriſdiction, eccleſiaſtical. ovil, or military, within 
lame, If theſe poſitions are true, I demand then, under what 
* ae the Hanoverians to be tried? If they can neither be 
by our martial law, or their own, I aſk, in what ftate of 
Fruity are thoſe garriſons _ when entruſted to men under 
* 2 * 
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no regular martial diſcipline ? All theſe things prove not au 
the neceffity of the previous conſent of n befor 


foreign troops can be introduced into the ng's dominiong 
but the neceſſity of an act of parliament to accommodate the 
law to their ſituation. Some men, from approving the meg, 
ſure, may think this oppoſition ſprings from captious motives; 
I think I have ſaid enough, and quoted ręſpectable author 
ſufficient to vindicate the movers from ſuch reproach. Nun. 
bers in this Houſe, conceiving themſelves happy under varioy 
lucrative employments and bounties from the crown, do nat 

erceive the progreſſive ſtepy the prerogative is making, Be. 
Bae the daily increaſe of influence by additional places aul 
penſions, when I conſider the weight thrown into that pre 
ponderating ſcale by the royal marriage bill; the violentatteny 
to raiſe money on the ſubje& by proclamation, in the caſe of 
the four and a half per cent. which was at laſt condemned i 
the courts of law, notwithſtanding every obſtruction tha 
could be deviſed ; the great inordinate and iniquitous pont 
given to the crown by a violation of all the rights of th 
members of the Eaft-India company; the further breach 
in the old form of government, by the unuſual powers yielded 
to his Majeſty by the Quebec act, and Boſton port bill; | 
ſay, when I conſider theſe ſtrides, fince the ſhort period d 
his Majeſty's acceſſion; the great increaſe of our peace ets 
bliſhment in the fleet and army, I cannot help expreſſing th 
alarms I feel, that a deſpotic government is actually intended 
that the r in America are only the forerunner d 
what is preparing for ourſelves at home, and that nothing ca 
inſure the ſucceſs of thoſe ſchemes ſo effectually, as eſtablilty 
ing the principle which is now contended for, that the Rig 


may overawe us with foreign troops; if we are not diſpoſed 


receive the chains that his miniſters are forging for us. 
Before I fit down, I beg leave to ſay a word or two, on f 
ſubje& of the different addreſſes to the crown, which hg 


been ſo often mentioned in this Houſe, and given to the 


199-3 with ſuch affected parade in the Gazette, even de. 
cending to the meaneſt Scotch Burgh, while petitions trol 
the firſt counties in England have been denied that honoutz 
making the Gazette, which ſhould be a paper of authenbs 
intelligence, a yehicle of falſe information, more ſham 
leſs than that of Bruxells during the laft war. Firſt, l 
is aſſerted, to inflame the nation, that the provincials had 
erciſed great cruelties, and had ſcalped our ſoldiers, Thi 


allert to be a notorius falſehood ; that one man who was Ba 
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«as afterwards ſcalped at Concord, I believe to be true; but 
the treatment given to the King's troops in general, who were 
men made — was humane and generous, Another 
fille fact, aſſerted in the Gazette, was, that Mr. Sayer had 
been taken up for high treaſon, The ſtory of a ſcheme to 
Kine his Majeſty's perſon, when going to the Parliament 
Houſe, was circulated with the utmoſt induſtry; but when 
the warrant was produced before a judge, not remarkable for 
leaning to the cauſe of liberty, it appeared the commitment 
mas for treaſonable practices; and the whole ſtory appeared ſo 
futile and ridiculous, that this magiſtrate ſhewed his utmoſt 
ontempt of the whole proceeding, Yet theſe truths never 

the country : men read of the cruelty of the Americans 
abroad, and the indignant treaſon of their abettors at home; 
b | under ſuch belief, would not offer his life 
nd | in defence of his Majeſty's perſon ? If I could 
ave believed any defign againſt his Majeſty, I ſhould have 
een among the foremoſt to offer my life in his ſervice. 
Knowing the whole to be a wicked contrivance of the miniſ- 
rs to deceive the King, and delude his e, my indigna- 
on turns againſt Co of ſuch — on. ie 


a be aid in vindication of ſuch ngs? Is the = 
tion of the perſonal 1 of the ſubje& no part of the 
pulineſs of this Houſe? The prefident Monteſquiew . 


hat the ſpirit of liberty ſees with the eye of a jealous 
te injury that is done to every individual > What man is 


* 
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er e under ſuch machinations? The miniſterial paragraphs 
p a WW the news-papers, had long teemed with accounts of in- 
lil-ercepted letters. At length a contrivance is deviſed to 
King ch the private papers of a ſuſpected individual. Will 


he adviſers of thoſe meaſures tell us, what they have now 
und, or formerly poſſeſſed > Will they produce ſome 
| this intercepted correſpondence, that the world may 


tween us ? us ſee upon what ground bail was demied to 
n oppreſſed gentleman ? Why he was ſent cloſe priſoner to 
1 Tower? Why bis counſel was denied admittance? If 
{rownere are no grounds for ſuch cruel ſeverity, mankind muſt 


ve the motive for propagating ſuch falſities. The tide 


en addrefling may turn; when the people ſee how groſaly they 
ame been impoſed on by falſe accounts, and falſe intelligence, 
it, n every quarter; when they find that all true information 
bern purpoſely denied at home and abroad. I fay, when 
Tus people become ſenſible of thoſe truths, their vengeance 
ua recoil with redoubled fury. Richard Cromwell, and 


James 


| a 


Lord Par- 
riaten. 


Mr. Walter Mr. Walter Stanhope in ſupport of the motion, recapitul:tel 
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James the Second, had their coffers filled with addreſſes, thres 
or four months before they were diſpoſſeſſed of all authority, 
Theſe ſhould be examples what little reliance can be place 
on empty words? The good ſenſe of this country is often 
deceived at firſt, but they generally return to the priacipls 
of freedom at laſt. The American conteſt is complicated in 
Its nature; it demands much information, and a proceſ; of 
reaſoning, on the great principles of ſociety to underſtand 
the ſubject; every art is uſed to miflead and miſreyre. 
ſent, by men reaping the harveſt of our troubles. When 
the nation ſhall feel the great loſs, and the ruinous expence 
attending the meaſures of adminiſtration; when Americ, 
is loſt, I am in no doubt, they will inveſtigate the ſubjet 
and call thoſe to ſevere account, who are leading them hood. 
winked in this wild career, which cannot be juſtified on any 
of thoſe principles of liberty, or ſound policy, by which the 
fame of this country has been renowned among the nations 
of the earth; by which it has hitherto invigorated ever 
part of its dominions throughout the globe; by which i 
has raifed, and by which alone it can maintain, this mighty 


what he called the errors and blunders of adminiftration; 
and propheſied the worſt conſequences if the affairs of thi 
country were permitted to remain much longer in the hang 
of the preſent miniſters, 2 

Lord Barrington. Upan this queſtion, I ſhal!, from tie 
attention which I have given the cabjec, from being in officy 
endeavour to ſhew the Houſe wherein I think the pieleat 
motion is againſt truth; and that there is nothing illegal in tht 
preſent caſe. The bill of rights declares, that to introdud 
foreign troops within the kingdom in time of peace, and with 
out the conſent of Parliament, is illegal; and that decl 
IJ take to be founded upon the common law of the land; v 
I think it has, as the bill expreſſes it, reference only to thi 
kingdom itſelf, and not to the dependencies of it, of whiche 
hiſtory will give us the cleareſt proof, Go ſo far back a 
caſe of Calais; there was a garriſon kept in that fortreß li i 
gularly, without any conſent of Parliament, or without! 
ever coming before Parliament. Then there were Dunk 
and Tangier, the garriſons of which were kept up will 
having the leaſt recourſe to Parliament; nor was it en 
dreamt of, that the ſovereigns of this country were 2 
Hlepally in keeping up ſuch garriſons. As to the expedles 
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the meaſure, it is juſtifiable, becauſe the foreign troops are 
ler and readier to be had in due time, and at the ſame time 
aper than our own troops. I know from the experience of 
ft year's recruiting, that it would have been difficult to 
e procured new levies in that time. He declared the mea- 
re to be legal, and ſaid he ſhould pity and contemn the 
nifter who ſhould aſk for a bill of indemnity ; for his part 
wanted none, though he had had a principal ſhare in ad- 
ling the meaſure. | 
Right honourable 7. Townſhend, The dangers that muſt Rt. Hon. 7. 
riſe from the introduction of foreign troaps into the depen« Townſend. 
nejes of the realm, if not illegal, might be very great z for 
might eaſily be in the power of an ill- deſigning prince to 
| all the exterior parts of the dominions with foreign mer- 
naries, and take opportunities to make them the means of 
erturning the conſtitution, No man ſhould forget the na- 
ral tendency of ſtanding foreign troops; they cannot eſteem 
ur laws; they know not your conſtitution ; they cannot 
peſt it, Recolle& the caſe of the Hanoverian ſoldier at 
laidſtone, where the commanding officer told the civil of- 
er, * Releaſe the man, or I have eight thouſand men here, 
will beat down your g2o), and take him by force.” Sir, 
t will be the language of commanders of foreign troops. 
hey know not the laws, they cannot reſpect them. Diſ- 
tes will ariſe in quarters, and they muſt be terminated in 
is manner, But let us turn our eyes to the other countries 
Europe, and ſee what miſerable work the ſoldiery have 
de. Sir, they have overturned Europe from its: baſis. 
pok at Sweden, where the King, merely by the means of 
any, has cut the throat of Swediſh liberty, and rules by 
e ſword; and I might here obſerve, a- propos, that this ad- 
iſtration in England was acceſſary to the miſchief, or at 
attempted to prevent a reparation, I do not aſſert this 
n my own knowledge, but. I have been told jt on pretty 
d authority, when the empreſs of Ruſſia was about to ſtir 
favour of the old government of Sweden, we interpoſed, 
threatened her with the fleet of England, if ſhe made any 
d attempt, He was zealous in vindication of the charaQer 
reputation of king William the Third, whom he called 
immortal deliverer, which had been aſſaſſinated in print, 
i the work encouraged, [alluding to Dalrymple's book, 
Mr. Serjeant Adair, ſpoke in ſupport of the motion, be Mr. _ 
„ he ſhould not enter at large into the ſubject of American!“ l 
, but confine himſelf ſtrictly to the queſtion before the 
uſe, He firſt obſerved on the arguments that had — 
; u 


. Na...... 


Lord Barrington. He ſaid, the noble Lord had affirmed thy 


liament, he ſaid, that the ill- conſequences of the two lum 


© preamble, but ſhould be applied to all miſchiefs that c 
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uſed on the other ſide of the queſtion, particularly 9% 


there was no ſtatute law which limitted the number of 
or the power of the crown in that reſpect, before the Reyly. 
tionzyet he admitted that Charles the Second keeping a ſtand. 
ing army without conſent of Parliament, was contrary to lay; 
it muſt therefore be contrary to the ancient principles of th 
conſtitution, which the Serjeant contended, equally appli 
to the preſent caſe. . We 5 "i 
With u. to the inſtances ment in 

in Calais, — and Tangier, without authority df N. 


inſtances, had already been ſufficiently pointed out, ® and the 
noble Lord himſelf had, with great candor, given an anſy 
in the very next ſentence, by obſerving that the ſame King 
who kept troops in thoſe two garriſons, kept them alſo in 
and without conſent of Parliament, ſo that no inference 
d be drawn as to the legality of the one, more than d 
the other, which the noble Lord had admitted to be illeyi, 
As to Calais, it was the Jaſt remnant of thoſe extenſive tem- 
tories formerly held in France, by our kings, who claimel 
alſo the crown of that kingdom; and no conſent of the 5 
liament of England could be neceflary to enable the King 
keep troops in his French dominions. | inc 
He then argued from the principles of the conſtitution 
that the King never had a power to keep up a ftanding a 
of mercenary ſoldiers, in any part of the dominions of tit 
crown of England, in time of peace, without authority of Fu 
liament, Nor to introduce foreign troops at any tit 
without parliamentary conſent. The ancient armies of ü 
crown, were compoſed of thoſe who ſerved by virtue of tis 
tenure, for a limitted time, and for particular ſervices; wt 
the King was intitled to in common with other inferior | ta 
in right of property and tenure. That from the abolition 
thoſe military tenures, the crown had no conſtitutional n 
litary-force whatever, any where, except what ſhould be gu 
ed by Parliament, That the bill of 9 being declaratof 
of the ancient laws and conſtitution, ſhould be conftruts 
extenſively as the principles from when ce it was derived; 1 
not narrowed or confined to the mere words of the dec, 
tion, which had a reference to the miſchief recited in 


_ 
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© By Mr. Townſhend. with 


hin the ſame principles. That it had been held, in ano- 
er houſe, by the higheſt law authority in the kingdom ;* 
at this clauſe of the bill of rights, by the ſpirit and fair 
aftryuRion of it, applied to all the dominions of the crown. 
at this conſtruction was confirmed by the mutiny act; 
ich after reciting the very words of the bill of rights, goes 
to ſay, that it is neceſſary that a body of forces ſhould be 
t up for the ſafety of the kingdom, and for the defence of the 
ſeſſuns of the crown of Great- Britain, &c. From whence 
inferred, that it was the opinion of the legiſlature, that 
could not be kept up for any of theſe purpoſes, with- 
t conſent of Parliament. That it was no anſwer, to ſay 
at, in fact, the number of troops mentioned in that act, 
only thoſe kept up in Great Britain, excluſive of thoſe 
ployed in the garriſons abroad; becauſe eſtimates were 
ry year laid before Parliament, and ſupplies granted for the 
preſs purpoſe of ſupporting the troops kept in thoſe garri- 
, as well as in Grote Britain, and therefore the one had 
conſent of Parliament as well as the other. 

He argued further, that the employing foreign officers was 
lawful, from the a& of ſettlement, by which no perſon 
n out of the dominions of Great Britain, though natu- 
ned, could enjoy any office or place of truſt civil or military. 
dd that the command of a body of troops at Gibraltar or 
orca, Was certainly an office or place of military truſt. 

That this extended not only to the kingdom of Great Bri- 
but to all its dominions, he ſaid, was ſtill further con- 
ed by the act of 29 Geo, II. c. 5, by which the King 
enavled to grant military commiſſions to foreign prote- 
ts'in America, which would have been altogether unne- 
la \ if the King by his own authority could have employed 
ners in any part of his dominions. And he pointed 
[to the attention of the Houſe, the precautions taken in 
t act, by limitting the number of ſuch foreign officers, 
ging them to take the oaths, and declaring that the colo- 
could be a natural born ſubject ; none of which were or 
id be taken in the preſent inſtance of the, Hanoverian 
ps, without the authority of Parliament. | 
After enlar ing upon theſe topics, he ſtated to the Houſe 
wubts and difficulties that muſt ariſe, by what law thoſe 
"81 troops ſhould be governed, or their diſcipline main- 
ned, For notwithſtanding all that had been ſaid of their 
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- abjeR ſtate with thoſe of the moſt of his neighbours, 
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own martial law, he inſiſted that no man could be put tg 
death in the dominions of this country by any other authority 


than the mutiny act, or the law of the land. He put i: vi 
0 


the crown lawyers, to ſay, by what law diſputes ariſing he. 
tween the Britiſh troops, or inhabitants, and the Hanoverian, WW" 
were to be decided. | | 

He contended, that the propoſition contained in the motiog, 
was not only ſtrictly warranted by the principles of law and ti 
conſtitution, but that it was highly neceſſary that the Houk 
ſhould come to ſuch a declaration, to avert the danger ariſing 
from the precedent; more eſpecially after the approbatia 
expreſſed in their addreſs. It had indeed been alledged, tha 
the approbation went no further than the gracious motives 
which had induced his Majeſty to the meaſure in queſtion, 
That he had always looked upon this diſtinction as illuſon 
and abſurd ; but at all events the only way to demonſtrate that 
the approbation went only to the motives and not to the mes 
ſure itſelf, was to come to the reſolution now propoſed to d 
Houſe, 

He concluded with ſaying, that he thought the expedienq 
of the meaſure would come more properly before the Hout 
when they proceeded on the bill of indemnity, which had bea 
read, That, however, the evidence of hiſtory and the exps 
rience of all nations, evinced the extreme danger of callin 
in the aſſiſtance of foreign troops ; and that the Saxons, who 
had been called into this iſland to ſupport the Britiſh goven- 
ment, had themſelves moſt effectually conquered and over 
turned it, 

But of all foreign troops, ſaid he, the moſt dangerous 
thoſe who are the ſubjects of the King and not of the croꝶ 
and Parliament. Should any future prince of the illuitrou 
houſe that now fits upon the throne, perfectly unlike u 
preſent maſt gracious Majeſty, aſſiſted dy miniſters not f 
unlike the adviſers of this meaſure; ſhould, I ſay, ſuch 
prince, deluded by ſuch adviſers, entertain the mad and nt 
farious deſign of overturning the conſtitution of this countij 
of deſtroying that liberty which was the glory and fireng 
of his government, and reducing his kingdom to the {at 


means could be fo proper to effectuate ſo wicked a purp0 
as filling all parts of our dominions beyond ſea, with fore 
mercenaries, and putting our ſtrongeſt garriſons, an 

our empire, into the hands of officers and ſoldiers, the ce 
voted fubjefts of the King, but totally independent al © 
crown or Parliament of the kingdom? | 


4 
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England were under the laws of England: and in reſpect of 
the expediency of the meaſure relative to the want of men, he 
obſerved, that we had more men than the King of Pruſſia, 
who kept 200,000 men on foot, and as many as the houſe 
of Auſtria; but as our men were employed in arts and manu- 
faftures, it was more expedient to take foreign troops into 
our pay, which had been the uniform practice of the king- 
dom, from the battle of Newcaſtle upon "Tyne to this day : of 
which very many inſtances were to be met with in Rymer 
and Froi ſard. 

Mr. Gordon aſſerted, that the meaſure was certainly illegal; 


m (OT recruiting ſerjeant could not enliſt a ſingle foreigner, 
* much leſs could you march five battalions to Gibraltar; but 


ondemned the motion for being an abſtract propoſition, with- 
put any connected queſtion, it might carry too ſevere a cen- 
ſure upon an act, which he was convinced was well meant, 
and very expedient ; he truſted, that its illegality might be 
tabliſked by an alteration in the preamble of the bill of in- 
lemnity; and therefore moved the previous queſtion. 

The Solicitor General [ Mr Weddderburne] entered very fully 
pon the ſubject; and ſtated to the Houſe the different peri- 
dds of time when, and the occaſions for which, foreign troops 
lad been introduced into this kingdom without the conſent 
ff parliament z obſerving that there were ſo many precedents 
or ſuch a practice, that he wondered any objections ſhould 
ow be ſo ſeriouſly ſtarted againſt it. He therefore put his 
legative upon it. 

He embraced a great variety of circumſtances and argu- 
ents againſt the motion, and in favour of the previous 
ueſtion. Having eſtabliſhed, in his own opinion, he ſaid, 
 lepality of the meaſure ; he went to the propriety of it, 
nd took occaſion to remark, that if the militia laws were 
uly enforced, enlarged and extended, there would never 
bore be any occaſion * them to debate on queſtions concern- 
2 foreign troops, as ſuch would be totally unneceſſary. 

Mr. Burke obſerved, that one honourable gentleman was 


other was againſt it, becauſe it was an abſtract propoſition. 
laid, it was not kind of Mr. Gordon to fight oppoſition 
ah" weapon which he knew they could not make uſe of. 
* obſerved, that the honourable member knew the meaſure 
a illegal, yet he would vote in favour of it. Now, ſays 
Ir, Burke, if I, or any of the gentlemen on this fide of the 
vule, were to argue in this manner, it would cauſe a horſe- 
8 2 | laugh 


gainſt the motion, becauſe jt was not an abſtract propoſition 


Mr. Stanley explained that foreign ſoldiers ſerving in Mr. Stanley. 


Mr. Cordon. 


Mr. Soliciter 


eneral. 


Mr. Burke. 
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low him, but he was always glad to meet him at his retum 


Lord Nerth. 


General 
Conway. 


much knowledge of the conſtitution, that he felt the meaſur 


Sir F'\lliam 
Lemean. 


laugh in the Hoaſe. This is not an argument a fortieri, by 


learned gentleman [ Mr. Wedderburne] had ranſacked hiſt, 
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but a majori: it is the argument of a majority, He (aid the 


ry, ſtatutes and journals, and had taken a very large journey, 
as was uſual with him, through which he did not wiſh to fal. 


home. 

Let us, ſays he, {trip off all this learned foliage entirely 
from his argument; let us unſwathe this Egyptian corpſe, and 
ſtrip it of its ſalt, gum and mummy, and tee what ſort of 2 
dry ſkeleton is underneath-—Nothing but a fingle point of 
law.—The gentleman, ſaid he, aſſerts that nothing but a bl 
can declare the conſent of parliament, not an addreſs, not a 
reſolution of the Houſe ; yet he thinks a reſolution of the 
Houſe would in this caſe be better than a bill of indemnity: f 
that we find a bill is nothing, an addreſs is nothing, a reſolu- 
tion is nothing, nay I fear our liberty is nothing, and that, 
ere long, our rights, freedom, and ſpirit, nay the Houſe i. 
ſelf will vaniſh, in a previous queſtion, 

Lord Nezerth defired to know whence the proofs and - 
thorities of a point of law could be better drawn than from 
hiſtory, ſtatutes, and journals ; he did not think it was from 
wit, flowers, and eloquence, that they ſhould be deduced, 
He ſaid, he admired the hon. gentleman's method of proving 
a reſolution to be, nothing; an addreſs, nothing; a bill 
nothing ; and by the ſame mode of reaſoning he was inclined 
he ſaid, to conclude, that a long witty ſpeech was, nothing 

General Conway was very ſorry to ſee ſuch learned gente 
men as Mr, Serjeant Adair and Mr. Solicitor General diff 
ſo widely in their opinions on ſo important a point. He ſaid 
that for his part he did not underſtand the laws to a pradici 
nicety ; but his experience in that Houſe had given bim f 


illegal and dangerous. He ſaid, he could not conceive with 
what propriety a bill of indemnity could be propoſed for 1 
meaſure that was legal; the ideas of criminality and indem. 
nity were, he aſſerted, inſeparable, He condemned the col- 
duct of thoſe who adviſed his Majeſty to bring foreigners into 
this kingdom, without the previous conſent of parliament, but 
ſaid he would vote for the previous queſtion, becauſe the mo- 
tion was too general, and paſſed a cenſure on a meaſure 
which ſo far as his Majeſty was concerned, he was ſure p- 

ceeded from the beſt motives. | 
Sir William Lemon ſaid he approved of the American me 
ſures ; but ſuch was his high diſapprobation of that paragtapt 
iſ 
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| his Majeſty's ſpeech, which informed his Parliament, that 


-norca, that he was compelled to withold his approbation 
© meaſures, Which in every other inſtance he approved, and 
on equently, on that account alone, voted againſt the ad- 
jeſs, 
The previous queſtion being put, that the main queſtion 
e put, the Houſe divided; Ayes $1, Noes 203. 
Adjourned to November 6. | 

November 6. 
Mr. Sawbridge ſaid, the bill for embodying the militia be- 
g committed for the gth, and that day being Lord Mayor's 
in London, the city members wiſhed the bill might be 
ſtponed, Agreed to, and the 13th appointed. 
No debate. 


November 7. 


uliament, inconſiderable as he may be in his private charac- 
t, not only to ſpeak out with firmneſs and deciſion, but 
exert his utmoſt endeavour, to reſtore peace and commer- 
ul property to the mother country and her colonies, 
The wiſeſt writers on politics lay down for a rule, that thoſe 
prernments are the moſt perfect which are ofteneſt brought 
{ck to their firſt principles. Now, Sir, the hiſtory and per- 
tion of the government of the Britiſh empire, will eluci- 
ite the truth of ſuch maxim; for there is not any other coun- 
on the face of the globe, in waich the government has ſo 
ten been brought back to its firſt principle; and that not 
kings with their parliaments, but by extra formal aſſem- 
es of the people, in a convention or congreſs, which con- 
jed a purer and more poſitive ſenſe of the community at 
ge, than the eſtates of the land, aſſembled according to or- 
ary forms, could poſſibly do; and, Sir, in every conteſt, 
ung the laſt eight hundred years, between the people and 
r truſtees for executive power, the former have come off 
th victory; fully eſtabliſhing this plain propoſition, that 
partial inſtitutions of policy, muſt, when the national wel- 
©1510 queſtion, be loſt in the more extenſive laws of rea- 
and of nature; with whatever levity or ſallies of wit ſuch 
a may lately have been treated by ſome gentlemen with- 
theſe walls. The happineſs of mankind firſt dictated the 
= and ends of government, as the intermediate pow- 
Ween the individual and the people. All govern- 
at was created by the people, who by their original com- 
Reſerved to themſelves a paramount right, to which they 
might 


e had ſent his Hanoverian troops to garriſon Gibraltar and 
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Hon. T. Luttrell. At this time, in the heat of a moſt un- Hon. Tan- 
atural civil war, I hold it incumbent upon every member of f Laurel. 
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might revert in caſes of public danger; to ſupply eſſental 
defects. to reform abuſes, and to take the moſt effectual mes. 
ſures for the laſting peace and ſafeguard of ſociety, Ihe 
ſubjects of the Britiſh empire, in an eſpecial manner, chain 
liberty and property, according to their antient laws and af. 
toms, not as a charter-gift or indulgence, but as an inherew 
right never to be alienated, and at no time transferred tg 
their monarch or proxy in Parliament. 

1 ſhall not trouble the Houſe with a reſearch into the nz. 
ture and efficacy of the Britiſh conſtitution ; but there ar 
ſome facts requiſite to ſuſtain the arguments in favour of the 
motion | am going to make, which I mult beg leave to eil 
up to your recollection. 

The popular form of government of the Saxons (it is wel 
known) was in very remote times tranſplanted into this iſlant 
from Germany; their national conventions were continual, 
and according, to the lunar periods. After the acceſſion 
Alfred the Great, they were regulated by the feſtivals of the 
chriſtian calendar, 

The lower we deſcend in hiſtory, the leſs regular we find 
theſe aſſemblies. Property encreaſed. The body of freenet 
became more diffuſe and numerous. What was every man' 
buſineſs ſeemed of trifling intereſt to the individual, and mary 
concurring cauſes rendered their meetings little frequented, 
till at length, they ſeldom concerned themſelves with this duty, 
unleſs ſome edict or precept iſſued by the immediate executin 
branch of government, ſhould demand their judgment and 
ſuffrages, to provide for the ſupport of the ſtate. But, Sir, the 
policy of courts gradually encroached, and at length brougit 
the modelling of theſe aſſemblies to depend, in fact, upon the 
royal will and pleaſure ; hence aroſe corruptions and ints- 
lerable grievances to the people; but whenever the dilca 
reached its full paroxiſm, they wiſely eſteemed the public go 
as the ſupreme object of all civilized governments; and wit 
ſober counſels, reiterated a monitions, and proceſſes of (ub- 
ordinate judicature had failed, they, by virtue of that orig 
nal power, which J inſiſt had at no time departed fro 
them, did appeal to the tranſcendent, primeval law of cot 
ſcience and common-ſenſe ; and when the acts of miniſten 
begun in oppreſſion, led on to a general calamity, they cor 
ſidered diſobedience to be the duty of every good citizen, 1 
chearfully bore the burthen and ſufferings of a civil vi 
rather than become flaves themſelves, and entail beggary 
bondage on their poſterity, f | od 


177 , D E B 1 E 8. 
| ſhall now illuſtrate this doctrine, which I take to be the 


fundamental baſis of our genuine Whig doctrine by ſome 


he biking paſſages ſelected from your annals; firſt, obſerving 
in WW: of thirty-three ſovereigns of England, ſince William the 
9 onqueror, thirteen only have aſcended the throne by dine 


dereditzry right; the reſt owe their royalty to the zeal and 
our of the people in the maintenance of conſtitutional free- 


dom. 
"The will of the people of Eoglaud, ſuperſeding an beredi- 
uy claim to ſucceſſion, at the commencement ot the twelfth 
entury, placed Henry the Firit on the throne of this king- 
lom, with condition that he would abrogate the vigorous 
aus made ſince the Norman invaſion, reſtore the goverament 
in the days of Edward the Confeſſor, and aboliſh all un- 
ut and arbitrary taxes. 

King Stephen obtained the crown, and Henry the Second 
ept it, cn the ſame expreſs terms ; yet, Sir, in the days of 
Ling John, it was judged expedient no longer to truſt to 
nere oral declarations, which ſtate chicane and ſophiſtry had 
f late years occaſionally explained away, but to compel that 
rince ſolemnly to regiſter an affirmance of the antient rights 
ff the people in a formal charter; and this neceflary work 
4 accompliſhed by the congreſs at Runemede, in the year 
115: an aſſembly which ought never to be ſpoken of by 
de repreſentatives of the Commons of England but with pro- 
dund veneration. 

An honourable and learned member over the way mention- 
L, a few evenings ago, the introduction of foreign troops into 
s iland in the reign of Henry the Third, as a precedent tu 
arant the preſent ftretch of regal prerogative in the caſe of 
ie Hanoverian mercenaries: as that member is not now in 

de Houſe, I ſhall be more conciſe in treating of the events 
E alluded to, than I otherwiſe intended. Sir, in the reign of 
ery the Third (about the year 1233) the barons, clergy and 
eeholders, refuſed two diſtinct ſummonſes to Parliament; 

Id underſtanding that the King as Earl of Poictou, had 
oded ſome of his continental troops in the weſtern ports of 
gland, with a deſign to ſtrengthen a moſt odiqus and ar- 
trary fer of miniſters; they aflembled in a convention or con- 

ſs, from whence they diſpatched deputics to King Henry, 
Caring that if he did not immediately ſend back thoſe Poic- 
hans, and remove from his perſon and counſels evil ad- 

ſers, they would place gn the throne a prince who. ſhould 

ter obſerve the laws of the land. Sir, the King not only 

akened to that congreſs, but ſhortly after complied with 

every 
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every article of their demands, and publicly notified his g. 
formation. Now, Sir, what are we to call that aſſeny 
which dethroned Edward the Second, when the Archbiſhyy 
of Canterbury preached a ſermon on this text, The voice of th 
people is the voice of God, And when a learned judge in thy 
character of procurator for the maſs of the freemen, ſurren. 
dered the homage and fealty of the people of England, allecg. 
ing that the original compact, through which they were bound 
to allegiance, was diſſolved, by the uſe and aggrandiſement 
of ill counſellors; by the adminiſtration of government, 
which agreed not with the ancient laws of the land, and by 
a total diſregard tothe advice and ſupplications of his Majeſty 
faithful but afflicted ſubjects. Richard the Second, (like the 
unhappy Edward) fell a victim to deſpotic obſtinacy and fi- 
voritiſm ; and to this King, in the ſame manner, was (ur. 
rendered by commiſſioners (or proctors) the allegiance of hi 
ſubjects, and a prince of the houſe of Lancaſter (founder d 
our preſent moſt gracious ſovereign's royal line) was invite 
over from baniſhment, and elected by the people to the throne, 
But, Sir, before I diſmiſs this reign it may be proper to ob- 
ſerve that Richard entirely ſubverted the conſtitution of the 
Upper Houſe of Parliament, for he made it an appendage u 
the crown, | introducing peers by creation, in prejudice to the 
territorial baronies ; and with reſpect to the other Houſe, he 
ſent orders to the ſheriffs of the ſeveral counties throughout 
England, to return only ſuch repreſentatives to Parliament 
as ſhould on every occaſion implicitly obey the royal mandate 
Nay, Sir, both Houſes conjointly went at laſt fo far as to com- 
mit their whole parliamentary power into the hands of a G& 
binet junto of miniſters, having however firſt obtained the 
Pope's leave for ſo doing. I wiſh gentlemen who contend 
for ſupreme ſovereignty in the crown and Parliament, deny- 
ing any rights of the people in pre-eminence to ar 
gar would apply ſuch argument to the ſtate of King 
rds and Commons, at that zra. I ſhall next proceed u 
the general convention or congreſs, which in 1464 enthronel 
the Earl of March in Weſtminſter-hall, by the name of El. 
ward IV; the Primate of all England collecting the ſul 
frages of the people; and at that period even the Lancaſtru 
hiſtorians date the commencement of his reign. | 
But to come to modern occurrences, in 1659 4 conventill 
or ' congreſs reflored legal monarchy in the perſon of King 
Charles the Second, who was then no farther diſtant ſton 
this iſland than the town of Breda, and being preſſed 1 
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any of the royal partiſans to iſſue his writs for a lawful Par- 
ament ; he made anſwer, that he would rather be indebted 
br his reſtoration to the uninfluenced ſenſe of the people of 
roland, taken in a free aſſembly. 
Gn the 26th of December, 1688, was held a convention or 
ef; at St. James's, where the Prince of Orange preſided ; 
js were preſent moſt of the ſurviving members who 
id ſerved in any one of the Parliaments of king Charles the 
kcond, the Lord Mayor of London, the aldermen, and about 
iy of the common-council, &c. and on the 22d of January, 
lowing, by virtue of notices iſſued on the aforeſaid 26th of 
december at St. James's, the memorable convention-parlia- 
ent aſſembled in this Houſe, and perfected the glorious 
rk of the Revolution. 
| mean, Sir, from theſe examples and arguments, to de- 
uce for an uncontrovertible truth, that all the ſubjects of 
e Britiſh empire have a right to be governed according to 
e ſpirit of our ancient conftitution, by which no freeman 
uld be taxed without his conſent, either in perſon or by 
5 ſubſtitute; and notwithſtanding the infringement of this 
zht under ſome of our Norman kings and their ſucceſſors, 
we find William the Conqueror himſelf confirming it, 
| his code of laws, the year before his deceaſe. And the ſame 
wlicit declaration in its favour from our Engliſh Juſtinian, 
Ing Edward the Firſt, in the charter of the 25th and ſta- 
tes of the 34th of his reign, admitted to be among the 
fleſt authentic records of Parliament extant, according to 
e preſent mode of ſummons. \ 


yi [have, I think, ſhewn that our kings in former days, have 
eupled to treat with a congreſs ; that many of the beſt 
— them owe their crowns to ſuch national meetings; and 


& this nation has, on the one hand, been ſaved from de- 


3 dim, and, on the other hand, from anarchy, by a convention 
* wngreſs ; which ſurely poſſeſſes ſome advantages over a 


lament ; for being free from miniſterial management, 


7 ing neither placemen, penſioners, nor — retainers 
their liſt, are more likely to hear the ſincere dictates of 


ſcience, and the unpolluted ſenſe of thoſe they repreſent. 
ut, Sir, however inadmiſſible the voice of a congreſs might 
deemed as acts of legiſlation, yet I conceive that their 
a in the character of advocates for the conſtituent body by 
om they are commiſſioned, ought in juſtice, as well as 
nd policy, to be liſtened to. A * was delicacy now 
ſion, which we ſtile the dignity of the crown and Par- 
Wan will, if madly perſiſted in, coſt at leaſt half the 
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blood and ſubſtance of Great-Britain, The moſt hayghy 
and powerful monarch of his time, Lewis the Fourteenth 
when there was a formidable commotion in the Cevennes, nl 
deſcended to depute two marſhals of France to enter into: i" 
a treaty with the malecontents ; peace was accordingly made 
and the terms of it were afterwards faithfully fulfilled, 

Look, Sir, into the hiſtory of the proudeſt as well as mgf 0 
renowned people that ever exiſted, the Romans; obſerye the 
concluſion of their facial war, and you will ſee they were nt 
above negociating a peace with thoſe very inſurgents whon 
they had before, individually by name, proſcribed as rebel. 
Rome found herſelf at that day reduced to the ſame critic 
predicament which, I apprehend, we now ſtand in; ther 
was no other poſſible means of reſtoring concord, or ſaving 
the commonwealth from ruin: but, Sir, above all, I wollt 
wiſh the Houſe to give, on this occaſion, due weight to 1 
concluſive remark of the excellent author of the commen- 
taries on the laws of England, where he is deſcanting on the 
revolution of 1688, which placed the ſcepter in the hands d 
King William, and eventually brought in the illuſtrioy 
houſe of Hanover to be guardians of the proteſtant religion, 
and aſſertors of the ancient conſtitutional rights of all the ſub- 
jects throughout the Britiſh monarchy, No practical j- 
tems of law, ſay he, are ſo perfect as to point out befar 
hand thoſe eccentric remedies which national emergency mil 
diate and will juſtify.” 

I now, Sir, beg leave to offer to the Houſe the following 
motion. 
„That a committee be appointed to draw up an addreh 
to his Majeſty, humbly requeſting that he will author: 
the commiſſioners nominated to act in America, as tho 
gracious purpoſes expreſſed in his Majeſty's ſpeech from tit 
throne) to receive propoſals for conciliation from any g 
neral convention, congreſs, or other collective body, that ſku 
be found to convey the ſentiments of one or more of the le 
veral continental colonies, ſuſpending all enquiry into tk 
legal or illegal forms under which ſuch colony or colon 
may be diſpoſed to treat; as the moſt effectual means to pr 
vent the effuſion of blood, and to reconcile the honour 1 
permanent intereſt of Great-Britain with the requiſitions d 
his Majeſty's American ſubjects. | 

The motion was ſeconded by Captain Molſely, who (al 
he had ſerved ſome years on the coaſt of America, and ha 


at this time the beſt intelligence poſiible ſrom that pars of if 
| wol 
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world, and was ſure a peace could never be effected but 
through the general congreſs. 


honourable gentleman ſpoke in ſupport of his motion, he 
ſhould not reply to his ſpeech ; but only obſerve, that no man 
in the Houſe could be more deſirous of peace with America 
than himſelf; but would not treat with the congreſs, becauſe 
it would be admitting that to be a legal aſſembly, which muſt 
if courſe determine the queſtion at once in favour of Ame- 
ica, If that meeting was legal, all our conduct was injuſ- 
ice, Thought it more becoming the dignity of Parliament 
> find ſome other way; to wait a little; could but take 
lis at laſt. 
Mr. J. Johnſton for the motion, as the only means of treat- 
ſe with America. 
vir George Yonge alſo for the motion, 
dir George Suttie called upon the miniſters to inform the 
ouſe whether they had any plan, or to inform the Houſe 
hat they intended to do, 
No anſwer, | 
The motion paſſed in the negative. 

November 8. 


le ſaid that the whole of the force intended to be raiſed and 
antained, was 55,000 men, the ordinary expence of which 
vuld de 1,300,006l. and a fraction; that the expence of 
year was ſomething above 1,000,0001, conſequently that 
e increaſe would be 300, cool. He then enumerated the 
ſerent ſervices, and ſhewed that except the force intended 


n th ſerve in America and Great Britain, the troops ſtationed 
py where, would be nearly the ſame. In the latter there 


e at preſent ſeven battalions, and ten returning from Mi- 
Ma, Gibraltar, and America, which would make ſeven- 
Min the whole, four of which would return with officers 
h; of theſe four the 18th and 59th regiments, which had 
ſtered moſt, would be two, He next informed the com- 
tee that the garriſons of Gibraitar and Minorca would be 
lloned by five battalions of Hanoverians, conſiſting of 
J men each, and four of Engliſh ; the two ſerving at Gib- 
ar to conſiſt of 477 men each, the uſual eſtabliſhment z 
the two at Minorca of 677 men each; ſo that by this in- 
of of men, which was effected chiefly by the invalids 
ch were ſent from hence, another battalion could be ſpa- 
om Minorca, He obſerved, that in the Weſt Indies 
T2 there 


Mr. Rice ſaid that not having been in the Houſe while the Mr. Rice, 


The Houſe in a committee of ſupply. Lord Barrington Lord Bars 
ated the army eſtimates for the ſervice of the year 1776. 7ington. 
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matter, in the preſent ſituation of things, much to be lament 
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there would be one battalion leſs ; for inſtead of five ther 
would be but four battalions, which was meant to be comps. 
ſed of his Majeſty's royal American regiment, to be con. 
manded by General Prevoſt. He faid that the force u 
be employed for guards, garriſons, and invalids within 
Great Britain would be twenty thouſand men, and thok 
in America, including the force in the Weſt Indies, Gibr. 
tar, Minorca, and the coaſt of Africa, thirty-four thouſanl 
and that the actual force in America alone would be 34 bat. 
Jions, at 811 men to a battalion, including two regiments 
light horſe, one ſent ſometime ſince from Ireland, and Bur 
goyne's, intended for that ſervice, which would in the why 
amount to upwards of 25,000 men. This, he ſaid, was the 
army intended to carryon the operations in America, part 
which was borrowed from Ireland, and muſt according]y be 
— * Great Britain. He ſaid, this was the general ou 
Iine of his arrangements on paper, but he was ſorry to ſay if 
was but on paper, for none of the corps but thoſe in Gib 
tar and Minorca were completed to their full complemer 
particularly thoſe in, or going to America, beſides the fou 
regiments returning from that country to Great Britain 
which were to return with officers only. That this wa 
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ed, yet nothing was left untried in order to remedy it, l 
therto to very little purpoſe, for the recruiting ſervice pn 
ceeded but ſlowly ; that attempts were made to enliſt Ini 


Catholicks, which is what he would not have adviſed, He. 
it not been for the extreme neceſſity, though he did not loſro 
upon the meaſure to be contrary to law. Foreigners e 
tried as ſingle men, to be incorporated in Britiſh regimen Jai 
neither did that anſwer ; the bounty was raiſed and the H 


dard lowered, ſtill the men could not be obtained. Sucher 
ing the true ſtate of the caſe, he would, he ſaid, take the 
berty to obviate a popular objection that would probably | 
made to the preſent plan of hoſtile operations againſt Am 
ca upon this very ground, that recruits could not be had, 
cauſe the ſervice they were to be employed in was odious N 
the people in general. But his Lordſhip inſiſted that was! 
the true cauſe, for it might be traced, and found in ſeve 
concurrent cauſes; nor could there be a ſtronger inſtance 
which to found his reafonings than that at the time 1E 2 
armaments by ſea and land, relative to Falkland's Island, 
fame difficulty of obtaining recruits was felt, and no peril 
would ſay, that a war deſigned to be carried on againſt F ore 
and Spain is not 2 popular war, Thoſe cauſes were in / 
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{rſt place to be attributed, he ſaid, to the great influx of real 
r nominal wealth of late years; to the conſequent and na- 
ral luxury of the times; to the encreaſed employment this 
furniſhed to the lower orders of the people ; to the very flou- 


ho ciſbing ſtate of our manufactures and commerce; but above 
dar al to the true and natural cauſe, a want of men, This want 
cl. ef men he imputed to the following reaſon : He ſaid, at the 
nl breaking out of the late war our military force every where 
did not exceed, ure thoſe in the Eaſt Indies) above 
sa ooo men; whereas our laſt peace eſtabliſhment conſiſted 
Bu of 31,000 paid by Great Britain, 15,000 by Ireland, 10, ooo 


in the Eaſt Indies, 4000 marines, which in former times were 
never a permanent corps, and 27,000 militia, which laſt de- 
rt dfſcription of men were as much cut off from the recruiting 


nice, as if they had been actually enliſted; — up 
adden thoſe reſpective numbers, they formed the monſtrous 
mount of 89,000 or about an increaſe of 49,000, moſt 
b of whom, on an emergency like the preſent, could have 


been called into actual ſervice. He faid, he underſtood 
that the idea of taxing America was entirely given up; 
that being the caſe, the next conſideration, nay, indeed the 
only one, was how to ſecure the conſtitutional dependency of 
nent WMthat country. This, in his opinion, was not to be effected 
without Great Britain declaring a reſolution to maintain her 
onſtitutional rights, and putting herſelf into a ſituation to en- 
force them, ſhould America continue to reſiſt or refuſe obedi- 
ence to her juſt rights. This, tho” he did not pretend to ſpeak 


tion, firſt to arm, and then ſend out commiſſioners ; and he 
ſaid, that he had heard that a very great military officer, high 
in the eſteem of his Sovereign and the nation, and who is 
perfectly well acquainted with America, was the perſon in- 
ended to be ſent out as firſt commiſſioner. In the courſe of 
be detail, his Lordſhip obſerved, that of the laſt five regi- 
ents which left Ireland, two of them had been driven b 
Rreſs of weather into Milford Haven, but as ſoon as the tranſ- 
dens were refitted, they would proceed with thoſe troops to 
ihe place of their deſtination. x 


* His Lordſhip moved, that 20,752 men. be employed for 
and ſervice, for the year 1776, and that 659, 200l. 28. 107d. 
of BP %lowed for maintaining them for 36 days, from the a5th 
„December 1775, to to the 25th of hos 1776, 


That 723, 432l. 118. 92d. be granted for maintaining the 
ui des in the plantations and Africa, for the year 1776. 
That 


from authority, was the general plan adopted by adminiſtra. 


in 
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Tal. Barre, Colonel Barre made ſome remarks on the noble Lord's el. 


ſo'much additional expence, without the leaſt uſe. 
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That 42. 8 30l. 195. 4d. be granted for the charge of pay 
and the Akerence o pay — the Britiſh _ Iriſh at 
bliſhment for the troops of that country now ſerving in Ame. 
rica. 

That 11,503). 7s. 3d. be granted for the pay of genen 
and ſtaff officers for the ſervice of the current year, 

That 104,136. 6s. be granted for levy money, for the 
augmentation of the Briciſh and Iriſh forces for 1775.8 

That 15, 0721. 12s. out of ſavings of grants of laſt ſel. 
ſions for the charge of an augmentation to the forces, and for 
levy money for the augmentation to Major General Preſton 
regiment of light dragoons towards defraying the charge of 
levy money for the augmentation of the Britiſh and Irih 
forces for the year 1776. 

That 26,783|. 15s. 22d. be granted for defraying the 
charge of five Hanoverian battalions of foot at Gibraltar and 
Minorca, from the firſt of December 1775, to the 24th d 
December following. 

That 46,8381. 1s. gd. be granted for defraying the 
charge of five Hanoverian battalions, ſerving as _ for 
the ſervice of the year 1776. 

That 249, 6551 18s. 6d. be granted for the office of oil 
nance, land ſervice, for the year 1776. And, 

That 223, 1710. 11s. 11d, be granted for defraying the 
expence of ſervices performed by the office of ordnance fat 
land ſervice and not provided for by Parliament in 1775. 


timate ; and particularly on ſome of his reaſonings and d:. 
ductions. He obſerved, that his Lordſhip Rated the eftabliſh- 
ment of the Engliſh battalions, at Gibraltar, at 477 men; 
thoſe at Minorca, at 677 ; the Hanoverians ſerving at bot 
places, at 475 men each; and thoſe in America, at 811 men: 
Why not at 677 at Gibraltar and Minorca both? Why at 
the Hanoverians at the ſame number? And why not thok 
in America at 850 men, which was the uſual number durnz 
the late war, with the ſame number of officers? He objev 
ed againſt the additional companies propoſed by the nobl 
Lord, and inſiſted in the preſent ſtate of the army, * * 

e 0, 


he ſhould not range the wide field the noble Lord travelled 
over, but to whatever motives he attributed the preſent di 


— 


This reſolution was amended on the report, and the ſuo! 
made 89,0631, 145, 


tyrbang# 
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\rbances in America, he was ſatisfied, that the great ſonrce 
s the ruinous conſequences of patronage, Several great 
nereſts and connexions were to be gratified, and a heavy 
ace eſtabliſhment was formed to get rid of the army at 
vme; it was ſent to America, where it was not wanted, the 
eight of maintaining it was ſoon felt, and that ſhortly gave 
und to the abſurd idea of making America pay for it. This, 
e inſiſted, was the genuine fountain from which the diſputes 
riginally lowed, and would ever continue to flow, till the 
aſe was removed, He obſerved, that the account was fal- 
icizus, as the eſtimate now on the table would amount to 
Ul two millions; one third of which, he ventured to con- 
nd, might be ſaved, if the battalions were made compleat ; 
bat is, if in proportion there were a fewer number of offi= 
ers, and more men, He next turned to the ordnance and le- 
money, the former of which, he ſaid, exceeded ſome of 
be vears of the late war, in which our arms were trium- 
ant in every quarter of the globe. He lamented the little 
formation there was ever to be obtained from that board; 
jr ſeveral of the greateſt miniſters and ableſt men in this 
untry, to his knowledge, had made the attempt, but in vain, 
ery thing in that department being in darkneſs and obſcu- 
ty, The expence of the ordnance ſervice for this year was 
ove 470,000]. and no man could tell to what the account 
igut be ſwelled, On the whole, he contended, that the eſ- 
mates were much ſhort of the real expence, and inſiſted that 
thing but the moſt urgent neceſſity, and the fulleſt infor- 


eon to juſtify that neceſſity, could warrant the repreſenta- 
A. es of the people to load themſelves and their conſtituents 
-h fuch heavy burthens. It had been all impoſition from 


vinning to end, or ſome perſons imagined they had an inte- 
tin pretending to be deceived. He quoted one inſtance out 
a hundred in his memory, the rank ignorance of ſending 
ps to Canada in the month of October, [Here he was 


hoe ceeding to relate ſome matter, when the gentlemen on the 
ling alury bench began to ſmile, } He ſaid, he defpiſed the 


ſeen which created the ſilly obſervations on his ſtory telling; 
vas beneath his contempt almoſt to take notice of them. 


now ever he was aſtoniſhed that adminiſtration could fall into 


(aid, BR ros an error; for though the pride of the navy was on 
ele de the Houſe, they had one officer [Palliſer] to direct 
deer, if they had thought proper to conſult him; but to 


fy this error, the noble Lord ſays, that they are to purſuc 
—_ 4 voyage as ſoon as the tranſports are ready to proceed 
ta, 


Mr. 


133 


134 PARLIAMENTARY. 4. 5 


Mr. P-wyz. Mr. Powys ſaid he had hitherto voted with the miniſter 
American affairs in general, particularly for the militia and 
augmentation of the navy; but that when he did fo, he un. 
derſtood, and ſeveral other gentlemen underftood the ſame, 
that before all the ſupplies were voted, the miniſter woul! 
lay before the Houſe his plan. From the beginning, he ſaid 
he underſtood the minifler ſo intended: if he had not thought 
ſo he would not have given his ſupport to meaſures of which 
he was not to be acquainted. But, now not ſeeing in the 
noble Lord any diſpoſition to give the information and ſatis 
faction he defired, and had promiſed himſelf he was to re 
ceive, he ſuppoſed it was meant to vote the eſtimates fr 
and hear the reaſons afterwards, that is, that the Hout 
ſhould begin with a diviſion and end with a debate, He 
therefore moved that the chairman do now leave the chair, 

This motion was ſeconded by Sir Robert Smyth, who 
not conſidering it as a motion hoſtile to adminiftration, 
with whom he had uniformly acted in this buſineſs, not u 
any ways tending to retard thoſe military preparations whic 
he deemed ſo neceſſary to be made at this criſis; nt 
wiſhing to relax the nerves of government, when, in hi 
opinion, they ought to be ſtretched to their utmoſt tone, but 
conſidering it as a motion proper to produce that pauſe to 
our proceedings until due information ſhall be brought be- 
fore us; when he mentions information, he does not men 
a few ſcraps of garbled and mutilated papers, but that ve. 
bal official information which he thought it the miniſter's duſ 
to impart to Parliament; perhaps the noble Lord will ſa,p"tc 
that this is one of thoſe arcana of ſtate which properly b-8P" 
longs to the cabinet, and which it would be imprudent em 

_ impart to a numerous popular ae he allowed the ob-p*t t 
jection to have ſome weight if the diſpute lay between ſo e 
reign powers of equal authority, where the complicated in 
tereſts of other ſtates might be in ſome meaſure invo˖Ʒ e 
but where the queſtion lay between fellow ſubjects equal 
intereſted in terminating it, he did not fee the neceſſity of 
much myſtery and ſecrecy ; it might be highly improper it 
him to aſk, as well as impolitic in them to diſcover the 
tail of their plan, but he only wanted to know whether tl | 
had any plan at all. | nc 

With reſpect to commiſſioners intended te be ſent to An 
rica, he thought, that not only the perſons, but the natul 
and extent of the commiſſion, ſhould be made known, u 
Parliament might judge whether they were men proper to Vo! 

in 


1 


o 


roſted with ſo important a negociation, and whethet the 

5 they carried out were conſiſtent with the dignity of 
eat Britain to offer, and the intereſt of the Americans to 
ceive ; he had heard certain governors mentioned, but could 
t help thinking them very improper men; he did not 
eim to caſt any reflections upon a governor, a very worthy 
ember of this Houſe, who, from his thorough knowledge 
American affairs, is very well qualified for ſuch an im- 
tant truſt ; but governors, as ſuch, were obnoxious men 
the Americans; he did not mean in an extenſive ſenſe 
fing from their attachment and partiality to a popular go- 

ment ; but, that for many years- paſt, there have been 
mtinual ſtruggles between the governors and the aſſemblies, 
ich have been haſtily called, and as abruptly diffolyed ; 
the people ever conſider governots, from the nature of 
eit appointment, more intereſted in aſſerting the preroga+» 
s of the crown, than in maintaining the liberties of the 
ple; beſides, they are fully perſuaded, that moſt of their 
zfortunes have ariſen from the miſrepreſentations of go- 


in 

or on this fide the water. However the noble Lord 
t affect to treat this propofition of his honourable friend, 
hi only begged leave to obferve that this was not the raſh 
but J haſty opinion of an inconſiderate individual, but the 


liberate wiſhes and defires of many gentlemen of a moſt 
pectable deſcription within the Houſe, who expect to be 
kd upon in a thort time, almoſt perſonally, to corftri- 
ite a large ſupply towards carrying on theſe meaſures. 


ned the propriety of the gentleman's reaſonings who ſpoke 
. He ſaid a commiffion would be ſent according to the 
tmation given at the opening of the ſeſſion from the throne; 
at the gentleman need not be uneaſy that any treaty of 
ncethon would be agreed to without the approbation of 
anent; but it would be neceflary to know upon what 
ound the Americans would treat before the powers ſuffi- 
at to ratify what the commiſſioners might think expedient 
fe derived from Parliament. When the terms that Ame- 
b willing to ſubmit to were in a ſtate proper to be laid 
wore that Houſe, that, in his opinion, would be the pro- 
time to take the ſenſe of Parliament on previous com- 
unications, and leave it to judge of the alternative, whe- 
the offers of America could be accepted with honour, 
Whether Britain ought to reduce them to a ſtate of obe- 
ace, however hazardous the undertaking, 
Vol. III. 2 - 615i, 
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Lord North did not give a direct anſwer, though he ad- Lord Nerth, 
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Rt. Hon T. - Right Hon. T. Townſhend ſaid, the noble Lord [lord By. 


Townſhend. 


Mr. Innes. 


has ariſen chiefly from a thirſt after independency, and fr 
the great encouragement which the coloniſts found on thu 


principles, ready to engage in any outrage ? The mojek 


time, thinking it is the buſineſs of government, under wil 
protection they live, to defend them from inſult. 


are all of them united, It is not true, I have letteth 


contrary, Alk the 2 lately come from North A. 


kt, 
this to be wondered at, when you conſider, that bo K 


rington] had given him a ſtrong leſſon againſt great eftahlig. 
ments, when his Lordſhip ſaid, that the keeping up 8900 
men in peace had crippled us. But, ſaid Mr. Townſher 
there is a great difference between the preſent diviſion of the 
empire and a war with its natural enemies; thoſe enenig 
are quiet, but are ready to attack us on a ſudden whene 
they ſee an opportunity. | | 
Mr. Innes. The preſent ſtate of our American affairs fon 
from natural cauſes. The proſperity of a people depends u 
a form of government ſuited to their ſituations and circun, 
ftances; that which was calculated for the infant ſtate of ou 
colonies, is evidently deſective now that they are growng 
and populous. In every civilized nation in the known work 
at this period of time, whether monarchy or republic, you 
not find the ſubjects governed merely by the love and aſęe 
tion which they bear to their rulers. A well regulated govern 
ment maintains its authority by a proper force, to reftry 
and correct the bad humours of diſcontented individuals, 
it poſſible in the nature of things, that amongſt a numem 
race of people, all of them can be ſober and ſenſible? | 
every large ſociety, there is a reſtleſs and turbulent ſa- 
men, fond of power, and envious of thoſe in rank and ſtat 
above them. Have you hitherto kept a force ſufficient y 
maintain the authority of this country, over even a fewi 
dividuals in North America ? No, Sir, you have not, Ya 
laid on the ſtamp act, without power to enforce it: you me 
ſo weak to repeal it, without giving time to try what eli 
it might have in the ordinary courſe of things; owing 
your own unſteady and factious purſuits at home. 
What has been the real cauſe of diſcontent in America! 


the water. A ſeditious ſpirit ſoon ſpreads its — i 
in the preſent caſe, has grown to an enormous | 


and in America, there are to be found men of abandont 


ſible, who are diſpoſed to ems will not interfere in pi 


You are told, with confidence, that the North Ameri 
the veracity of which I can depend, informing me of 


merica, they will tell you they have been forced aw2) 5 


wſe they would not join in the general riot and diſ- 
urbance. | | 
On the great queſtion of the natural rights of mankind, 
nd the right of taxation, I beg leave to make a few ob- 
ice Wrrations, When the firſt  ttlers went out, they were con- 
tat to go under certain reſtrictions and regulations. What 
thoſe regulations ? Were not the coloniſts confined with- 
certain bounds, and ſubjected to certain terms by charter 
ts? Were they not then ſatished and happy to accept 
e terms granted them, and to be under the protection of 
he mother-country? Did the firſt ſettlers in the colonies, to 
hom the charters were granted, preſume to ſay to the 
jother-=country, we will abide by your laws and regula» 
ions ſo long 4s we ſhall think A but no longer? Have 
it the coloniſts all along enjoyed every encouragement and 
port which the firſt ſettlers could poſſibly have expected? 
3s it not then underſtood, that they were to be ſubject to 
e laws of this country? Will any man ſay, that either the 
riginal, or any of the late emigrants, ever went out with 
ny other views than thoſe of intereſt? Did the original ſet- 
rs preſume to talk about repreſentatives in Parliament, and 
arefuſal to be taxed without their own conſent ? Has a man, 
om I have indulged to pofleſs a ſhare of my houſe at an 
ly rate, but ſubſect to my rules, a right, when I am 
wn old, thinking he is ſtronger than me, to ſay, I will 
bmit to your rules no longer, the houſe is mine, and I will 
Im you out ? Is it becauſe the colenies have arrived to a 
writhing condition, under the wing of the parent ſtate, 
at they have a right to rebel? It has been aſſerted, that 
coloniſts are the offspring of Engliſhmen, and as ſuch, 
| titled to the privileges 22 Sir, I am bold to deny 
ung bor it is well known that they not only conſiſt of Engliſn, 
tots, and Iriſh, but alſo of French, Dutch, Germans in- 
merable, Indians, Africans, and a multitude of felons from 
$ country, Is it poſſible to tell which are the moſt turbu- 
at mongſt ſuch a mixture of people? To which of them 
England to give up her original right over an eſtate belonging 
derſelf? I Jeaye it to the learned and ingenious honourable 
tlemen to define the true ſenſe and meaning of the dif- 
charters granted to the colonies ; but I am afraid their 
littinctions and definitions will throw little light upon 
ſubject, and ſerve only to perplex and confound men of 
mary underſtanding. | 
The grand Haim of the Americans is liberty ; but jt ap- 
+0 me abſurd to ſay, that a people who import ſlaves, 
we deſpotic over them, nay, many of whom draw their 
U 2 | ſuſtenance 
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ſuſtenance from the very boſom of ſlavery, have a right i 
| the freedom which the inhabitan s of this country enjoy 
The North American fpirit and practice in this reſpect, in WW 
ſurely nothing in them ſunilar to what prevails in Great Brit, WW 
Would it not then be a ſtrange piece of policy, if not a fu 
yerfion of all order in the mother - country, to countenang 
this dangerous ſpirit, which evidently aims at independenq 
and might ſpeedily degenerate into tyranny, over their pre. 
ſent conſtitutional ſuperiors ? What claim can thoſe perſons 
have to an increaſe of liberty, who do not grant the (mall 
exerciſe of it to their neighbours? or, if their claim were 
de admitted, in what manner is ſuch liberty to be diſpenſed} 
Partially, or impartially ? Is the grandchild to be free, 2 
the-prandfather to remain a flave ? Is the brother to ena 
liberty, and the ſiſter to be excluded from it ? 
* Phe” queſtion concerning the natural rights of mankiaf 
cannot with propriety come under confideration in the preſent 
diſpute between us and our colonies; liberty, genuine libem 
if it exiſt at all, is confined to this and our ſiſter kingdom, 
I our forefathers have been ſo negligent as not to give | 
bility to the authority of this country over her colonies, it i 
high time that we ſhould do it. | 
I cannot reconcile. it to the duty I owe to my country 
neral; and to my conſtituents in particular, to be filent( 
his great occaſion ; things are got to ſuch a height, uu 
it behoves every man to give all the aſſiſtance in his power, 
The method hitherto puriued to quell the rebellion in Not 
America has proved ineffectual, becauſe it was mild and g 
tle. We are not however to deſpair; more vigorous 2 
better planned meaſures will have a different effect. Y 
troops received a ſevere check on the 19th of April; 
_ elſe could be expected? The provincials were provoked 
being repreſented as cowards; they were determined to a 
vince you of the contrary ; they fought, indeed, but l. 
did they fight? They attacked your troops from wind: 
of houſes, and from behind walls, at a time the ſoldiers vn 
fatigued with a long march; neither has the lamentable all 
of Bunker's Hill, on the 17th of June, any thing ſurpritl 
in it: the provincials were rongly entrenched on an 0 
nence, a ſituation which inſpired courage, in confidence 
afety ; yet our troops fought and conquered under the great 
—_— Boſton is a place badly ſituated for deſe 
ſurrounded by hills, and liable to be attacked in various wi 
it is therefore entirely improper to keep an army at a pla 
circumftanced, and for this reaſon your troops ought © 


A177 5+ PRELBAT EA 
There has not as yet been any regular engagement, nor a 
vir trial of military ſkill and courage between his Majefty's 
forces and the rebels; the numbers of the latter are undoubt+ 
edly great, and it will be difficult, if not impoſſible, to con- 
quer them, if attacked when ſo ſecurely entrenched, 
The people of the Maſſachuſets Bay appear to be both ob- 
fnate and enthuſiaſtic to the laſt degree; they ought there- 
fore to be treated like mad men, whom it were folly to con- 
tend with; I would on this conſideration adviſe to ſhut them 
up with frigates and ſloops of war, and leave them. 
A noble Lord may remember, I took the liberty to propoſe 
this meaſure to him in the month of February laſt, before 
lhe reinforcement went out, and from a full perſuaſion of the 
propriety of it, recommended to his Lordſhip to ſend all the 
my to New York and Philadelphia. I wiſh that plan had 
een adopted, it would have prevented much bloodſhed and 
ther ill conſequences ; but it muſt be admitted, that no 
uman foreſight can determine in what manner the beſt con- 
I plans will operate. You are loſing, to all appearance, 
complete year by your army being kept at Boſton : the ene- 
nies of adminiſtration exult, and reproach you with the 
enominious ſituation of Britiſh ſoldiers, cooped up in a ſtate 
f ination, But let not this diſcourage us; if it were not 
or the real loſs of ſo many brave men, who have unhappily 
allen, every other conſideration is immaterial ; you are not, 
owever, without ſome advantage; time, which brings all 
ings to an iſſue, ſeems to be working favourably for you. 
[ preſume, with all deference, ſtill to offer my poor opinion; 
ls, that the army ſhould be ſent to one of the futhern 
dlonies, to make one ſtrong poſt, If there is to be more 
dating, let the provincials make the attack, if they pleaſe. 
[take it for granted you are to have an army of twenty or 
renty-five thouſand men in North, America next ſpring; al- 
hough [ * they ſhould be entrenched and act on the de- 
ane, yet they may act offenſively as opportunity offers, 
our army poſted in a ſecure ſituation, will give loyal ſub- 
11 to declare themſelves; they only want 
tection, | 10 8 
think there can be little doubt, that the force intended is 
tent to ſubdue the colonies to the ſouthward of Delawar 
a, and that floops of war may eaſily obſtruct the paſſage of 
amy from the nothern provinces, ſhould an attempt be made 
croſs that extenſiye river to join the inſurgents on the other 
ie, 4 4 


tu Your ſucceſs againſt one half of North America will pave the 
to the conqueſt of the whole, and it is more than probable 
you 
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you may find men to recruit your army in America; m 
will engage them to inliſt. Such of thoſe deluded people a 
are determined to continue in rebellion, may be allowed t 
carry on their military deſigns and operations in the interige 
parts of the country, as long as they can keep together; they 
ought not to be followed; let your army ſtill maintain one 
firm poſt. In time the rebels will be tired out; they will h 
perplexed if you do not follow them; their guilt, folly, ad 
expence, muſt breed inteſtine diſſentions; the common men 
muſt ſoon be convinced of the fraud of being paid in paper 
currency; the fooliſh and wicked reſolves of the congrels RP" 
with regard to non-importation and non exportation, vil 
ſoon recoil on themſelves and prove their deſtruction. The 
congreſs, by their ridiculous and preſumptuous ſcheme of x 
bar to all trade with Britain and her iſlands, have expoſe 
themſelves to contempt, and, by this time, muſt be feeling 
the ruinous effects of it. 'T hey vainly imagined, that all the 
merchants and manufacturers of Britain would have taken the 
alarm, and, through fear of the loſs of trade, have yielded u 
their views; but the good ſenſe of the people of this county 
has ſhewn them and the world, that they are not to be dec. 

ed by ſuch artifice, | 
Another of the ingenious devices of the North American, 
was, to lay in a ſtock of goods, which they thought ſufficient 
to cloath them for an extraordinary time; but by authente 
advices, they are already in great want of all ſorts of nece{ 
faries : as one inſtance within my own knowledge, a letterl 
have received within theſe few days from a correſpondent i 
North America, incloſing an order for goods to be (ent ne 
ſpring if poſſible, contains this paragraph, My negroes wil 
« ſuffer much next year, if matters are not ſpeedily accon 
„ modated, what the poorer ſort of planters will do, I kno 
& not, for there is not a piece of linen of any ſort to be gt 

in any af the ſtores,” N 

I hope the friends of the coloniſts will not be ſo bold to ai 
ſert, that they are ſuch a ſupernatural race, as to live wilt 
cloaths, any more than they can exiſt without meat, drink 
and ſleep. 
After your army has fortified one ſtrong place, detaci 
ments may be ſent to other ſea-port towns to erect forts i 
der the cover of ſhips of war; it will ſoon appear how far ft 
tlements may be extended in the ſouthern provinces. | 
. If your floops are vigilant, which doubtleſs they will! 
it is next to an impoſſibility that cargoes of goods can! 
ſmuggled into North America to any extent, even in ® 
three winter months, which are only ſeyere 10 the northvan 
| traci 
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ding veſſels can ſcarcely eſcape ſſoops of war, properly ſta- 
yoned on the coaſt, and within the great rivers. In this ſi- 
union the coloniſts will be driven to the laſt extremity for 
unt of cloaths and other neceſlary articles, particularly thoſe 
f the woollen kind. It is ſcarce poſſible they can ſubſiſt 
aich any degree of comfort without Britiſh and Iriſh gogds ; 
if they are ſupplied with the manufactures of this country by 
any indirect means, yet the pretext of the decline of trade 
may be kept up by deſigning man, although in fact it be flou- 
ing. 
1 — read the petitions and addreſſes from ſome of the 
nanufaturing towns, giving a dreadful repreſentation of 
ir fears and apprehenſions of a total decay of trade, . ſhould 
it beinterrupted which we derive from a friendly intercourſe 
th North America, and by which alone our rank in Europe 
be ſupported.” In theſe petitions they artfully infinuate, 
ut the preſent flouriſhing ſtate of commerce throughout the 
ingdom, is owing to accidental and temporary cauſes, ſuch 
the peace of Poland, the Spaniſh flota,” &c, Sir, theſe 
etitions are calculated merely for the purpoſe of impoſing on 
eak minds; this country furniſhes many articles of com- 
yerce, from natural growth, and by the dexterity of our 
its, which no other part of the globe can produce ; it is 
mpoſible therefore that we can be deprived of our uſual ſhare 


> f trade with every part of the world ; North America in par- 
cular cannot be ſupplied with ſeveral of her commodities, 
ert from Great Britain. If a ſurvey were taken of the 


hate of the manufactures over all Europe, it will not be 
und, that one nation with another poſſeſſes above one year's 
uperfluous ſtock of goods, any more than an extraordina 
wantity of proviſions ; on the ſuppoſition therefore that the 
Inerican trade ſhould be diverted into a foreign channel, the 
tion which ſupplies them, muſt of courſe be itſelf ſpeedily 
thauſted, and forced to apply to Britain for a recruit. 

dir, [ declare myſelf averſe to ny further conceſſion 
wards the colonies, than what was offered by the concilia- 
dry plan, namely, that the colonies ſhould furniſh an 
lequate ſum, to be raiſed amongſt themſelves towards the 
ral expence.“ 

The defence of North America has coſt this nation many 
lions; and it is but equitable now, that the coloniſts 
ould contribute to the alleviation of that burden. Admi- 
ration, in my opinion, betrayed the dignity of this coun- 
in making even that propolition, and after what has ſince 
ppened, the rebels are unworthy of ſuch mild treatment, 


an ö 
en whom ought propoſals of accommodation to 1 
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North Americans in general, indeed, are objects of con. 


ſoldiers might be ſent to aſſiſt the landing of goods; u 
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Have they not been the _ Have they not grofie 
inſulted the conſtitutional authority of this empire? The 


pathon, rather than of reſentment; they have been led on, 
and inſenſibly made the tools of faQious and diſcontents 
men in this and theit own country, It is more than pro. 
bable, the ſtamp act would have been ſubmitted to, had nx 
the oppoſition to it been countenanced here. 
As affairs are now ſituated, ſome new and uncommon ex. 
pedients ought to be deviſed, to rectify them. One of ou 
at objects at preſent ſhould be to ſuccour our innocent and 
e ſubjects in this their time of diſtreſs; for this re. 
fon, I cannot altogether approve of all the acts paſſed for the 
punifhment of the delinquents, becauſe they involve the i. 
nocent with the guilty ; the former, as well as the latter, at 
in want of all forts of cloaths. 
It being unſafe for merchants to ſend out goods, it is ſubs 
mitted, whether it would not be good policy in government 
to give orders for, and export, a quantity of ſuch commods 
ties as our loyal American ſubjects are known to want mal, 
and particularly cloathing for women and children; thy 
would be an act of great benevolence, as well as ſound policy, 
Such goods might be under the care of ſupercargoes, proted 
ed by the army; they would be ready to ſupply our friend, 
and alſo ſuch of the Gilaffected as might be diſpoſed to ſubmit; 
this, under good management would prove beneficial, nar 
detrimental to the public; nor would it require a very ay 
ſum for this purpoſe ; the goods might be bartered for oer 
and other proviſions for the army. Merchants would, air: 


ſome time, be induced to ſend cargoes to the places where ic: 


army was ſecurely poſted, which would relieve govern! 

of that trouble. Sugars, rum, molaſſes, and even tea, # 
ticles all of them much wanted, would find purchaſers, w 
be very acceptable, they would be the means of procunii 
bread, flour, Indian corn, ftaves, ſhingles, &c. for the Ve 
India iflands ; the floops of war would protect trading ve 
to different towns and creeks on the rivers ; detachments "T7 


would thus be at leaſt in the choice of foes as well as frien 
and their neceſſitous ſituation would conſtrain them cheath 
ly to embrace it; for who can ſuppoſe that the naked wdl 
refuſe to be cloathed, or the miſcrable to be relieved ! =: 
thus the 6live-branch would be held out to them in one hat 
while the ſword is kept in the other : let them make ti 
option; if they are determined to remain obſtinate, e „ 


only to continue firm; and I truſt the conteſt will be decided 
*thout much further bloodſhed, It cannot be doubted that 
aſe who are loyally diſpoſed, of whom there are many, 
it but a pretence to ſhake off their obedience to the reſo- 
Intions. of the congreſs, to which they now ſubmit through 
ompul ſion. : E 

As to the Weſt-India iſlands, one of the capital objects 
attention, your effecting the conqueſt of even only two or 
nee of the principal towns on the continent, would, in a 
t meaſure, furniſh them with neceſſaries; this ſhould be 


ol Woe with all the diſpatch poſhble. R 

7p With regard to our manufactures at home, a no leſs im- 
be Whortant object, if the propoſed exportation ſhould take place, 
n- hey would be kept in employment, and thereby much un- 
niels prevented; it is ſurely of the laſt conſequence, that 


he diſtreſſes of the induſtrious part of the nation ſhould be 
leviated to the utmoſt, and their affections to government 
reſerved, How is this to be effected, if no —_ are to be 
nt to America? The manufactures ought, nevertheleſs, to 
purchaſed at the riſque of the public, and the goods laid 
pin ſtore till a demand for them ſhould offer. This is a 
mon cauſe, and ſhould be ſupported at the general ex- 
if any ſhould be incurred. | 

dir, I muſt beg leave alſo to mention the ſituation of an- 
r claſs of men ſuffering great hardſhip ; I mean the mer- 
ants and traders to North America, whoſe fortunes. are 
ked up whilſt the preſent diſputes ſubſiſt ; not owing to 
e want of inclination in their principal correſpondents abroad 
remit, for there are men of as great honour in North Ame- 
29s any where, and who have ſent all the payments they 
me ud; but in the preſent general confuſion, which obſtructs 
miniſtration of juſtice, a ſtagnation of payments fol- 
vs of courſe, 

It is impoſſible for the merchant, under theſe circumſtan- 
„ to diſcharge his debts to the ſhop-keeper and mechanic, 
d this brings on a general diſtreſs. To remedy this evil, 
dmmittee of merchants, not in the American trade, might 
pointed to examine into the difficulties which the North 
ierican merchants labour under. What they want is 
Mey, or a credit for it, to anſwer their preſent exigencies ; 
„U preſume, they would be well ſatisfied with a ſum equi- 
ent to one half of what they are diſappointed in. To ef- 
but this valuable purpoſe, I am perſuaded, a leſs ſum than 
million would be ſufficient. Government, for this end, 
Vor. III. X might 
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might iſſue bills under ſanction of Parliament, bearing four 
per cent. intereſt, to be lent to ſuch merchants as may be found 
intitled to this aid, under the ſtipulation of their paying the 
intereſt on the bills ſo lent, half yearly, to the poſſeſſor o 
them. It being further underſtood, that the borrower ſhall 
beſides his own (ſecurity, find two ſufficient bondſmen to be 
anſwerable, by indorſing the bills, for the repayment of th 
loan at the end of two years after peace is re-eſtabliſhed with 
America, or with the*particular colony where any individual 


effects may be detained, Still further, in order to give ful, 
ſatisfaction, both to the holders of ſaid bills and to the pub : 
lic, they muſt be ſo qualified as to return on the mer Wl. 
chant and his two ſecurities, and be no longer paſſable after G 


the two years are elapſed, from the time public notice hu 
been given that peace is reſtored, and courts of law open fo 
the recovery of debts. In this, or ſome ſuch mode, a yey 
neceſſary piece of bufineſs might be tranſacted, withod 
much, if any loſs, to the public; and, indeed, no loſs eu 
happen, unleſs not only the merchant, but likewiſe both his 
bondſmen, ſhould become inſolvent. My own concerns ig 
North America, are too ſmall to induce me to propoſe thi 
plan from fel5ſh motives ; I hope, therefore, this Houſe vi 
do me the juſtice to belicve I am only pleading a genen 
cauſe, from the fatisfaction it would give me, to be in th 
ſmalleſt degree inſtrumental towards promoting the happinel 
of the Britiſh merchants. This is no new thing in the ec 
mercial world, for within theſe few years, the Empreſs « 
Ruſha, at a time of general diftreſs, ordered a conſidera 
ſum of money to be lent to the merchants in her dominion 
which prevented the ruin of ſeveral of them. 

The manufacturers and traders who are afraid of the Io 
of their buſineſs, are much miſtaken if they think it is tol 
preſerved by a repeal of the acts complained of, or by a fl 
miſſion to the Americans; to rely on their affection to t 
country, would indeed be to build on a ſandy foundatid 
It is notorious to every merchant in the American trade, M 
the moſt northern of the colonies, have long been in the . 
tice of ſmuggling every article of goods they could from Ht 
land and Germany; and all the colonies, without excepti 
have diſcovered great partiality to the French iflands, in Mer 
ference to the Britiſh, If you give up your authority 0 
the colonies, it is loſing the ſubſtance for the ſake of the 1 fone 


dow; it is ſacrificing a laſting trade for a momentar), "Wifiend, 
judged tranquility, X | x | 


Lo DIE BAT: 28 

You have been told, with apparent gravity, that © peace 18 
in your power; that you have only to embrace her to poſſeſs 
der; but conſider what kind of peace is meant, and from 
whoſe mouths the voice of peace proczeds. Does it come 
from the lips of boſom friends Does it flow from thoſe you 
have reaſon to believe ſincere ? Ts it not rather the language 
of mockers, revilers, and deceivers, of men who wiſh your 
deſtruction ? | | 

Peace is recommended by ſome right honourable gentlemen 
pho tell you the declaratory act (an act paſſed while they 
hemſelves were in office) means nothing, That act cer- 
inly meant ſomething at the time it was made ; the inten- 
jon of it muſt at leaſt have been a deception on this country, 
o paliate the diſgrace of repealing the ſtamp act. 
Thoſe advocates for a paltry and inglorious peace, ſeem to 
epend too much on their rhetorical abilities; they wantonly 
port with the conſtitution of this great nation, merely with 
u e view to overturn the preſent miniſtry, under the pretence 
f reſcuing their country from imminent danger, 
duppoſing thoſe mighty patriots were to prevail in the pre- 
ent ſtruggle for power, and to have ſettled with the Ame- 
cans upon their own terms, theſe honourable gentlemen, 
hen in office, may again change their language, and tell the 
ovincials, as they have told you, that they meant nothing. 

the Americans truſt them, if they will ; but as you have 
en already deceived by their diſſimulation, it would be the 
eight of folly in this country to put confidence in ſuch men 
ſecond time. 1 
You are upbraided with inſolence, cruelty, and bloodſhed. 
diculous, falſe, unjuſt! Did not the rebels firſt begin the 
ack on the King's troops in both the engagements ? Ad- 
ting the tea act was wrong, does that juſtify the audacious 
ps their lawleſs mobs took, to ſhew their reſentment againſt 
Can any act of government, even a miſtaken zeal for 
authority of this country over her colonilts, juſtify the 
ling of armies, the concerting and conducting every other 
"ce of war, to reſiſt tlie legiſlature of this country? Have 


n "IF"! not exerciſed ſuch cruelties over our loyal ſubjects as our 
97 olt inveterate enemies would ſhudder at? Will you not 
ve "Fen: fuch inhuman acts committed on your defenceleſs 
es and ſubjects, who have been (men, women, and 


dren) driven froin their peaceful habitations? Did not 
* congreſs firſt, by their reſolves, endeavour to ſtarve your 
ell India iſlands, and alſo to deprive your induſtrious ma- 

2 nufac- 
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nuf cturers of employment? Have they not, by every an, 
endeavoured to throw this kingdom into the utmoſt conſter. 
nation and confuſion ? Can you bear ſuch repeated inſult} 
Can you, after ſo many and deliberate indignities offered yay, 
treat with them, but as with revolted, rebellious ſubjech, 
who ought thankfully to ſubmit to ſuch conditions as you may 
think. proper to give them ? | 
I hope, and truſt, the miniſtry will continue firm, and 
that after ages ſhall not be able to ſay, that in the days of ou 
molt gracious ſovereign, George the Third, America waslof 
to England, Let us be ſteady in purſuing the intereſts of 
this country, but at the ſame time merciful and forgiving, lt 
is more than probable that the ringleaders in this miſchief as 
but few in number; if they can be laid hold of, they deſerm 
no mercy; convince the lower claſs of thoſe infatuated peo. 
ple, that the imaginary liberty they are ſo eagerly purſuing, io: 
not by any means to be compared to that which the conftitys 
tion of this happy country already permits them to Joy 
Patience and perſeverance in this great work are abſolutely 
neceſſary; the time does not yet ſeem to have arrived forthe 
Americans to acknowledge their error. The natural courſe 
things will do more for you than great armies, 
Where is the neceſſity of haſte ? It is even better to riſqut 
a war alſo with your real enemies, than to end the preſent cons 
teſt in a diſhonourable, pitiful, and diſgraceful way. Some 
things require great diſpatch, others mature deliberation ; f 
more time you take to ſettle theſe controverſies, you will of 
tain the better terms: negotiations for peace reſemble tranſ Ne 
tions in trade; he who is the moſt eager to buy or ſel], uſual 
makes the worſt bargain, | 
This country, when united, which it certainly muſt bei 
caſes of neceſſity, where the well-being of the nation 51 
ſtake, is always able to defend herſelf againſt the whole world 
conſequently powerful enough to reduce her revolted coloniei 
obedience. Let the coloniſts know, that the longer they ic 
the heavier burden they will incur, as in juſtice they mult yy ot 
made to defray the expences of ſubduing the preſent rebellioire: 
They have given you the opportunity, and now is the til Ur 
to inſiſt on terms, ſafe and honourable for this country; | 
form them, in plain language,” that you are determined 
erect forts, and in future to keep up a ſufficient force 2m 
them to maintain peace, Your naval power is great; J. 


reſources for military men, while you have riches, te f died 
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t nſe; but above all, your cauſe is juſt : be not afraid; 
i. en will ſupport you. 


General Conway, If Adminiſtration meant any thing, Gea. Cen- 
ey ſhould have proſecuted the operations by ſea, He con- . 
med the whole of the arrangments now propoſed, He was 
ain the force, now going to be voted, would not be ſuf- 
ent, He was certain no force they could, with their ut- 
& exertions, raiſe or maintain, would be adequate to the 
&; it was not only his own opinion, but that of ſeveral 
of WWeceral officers, men of rank and eminence in their profeſ- 
n; nay, it was the opinion of one of the firſt general of- 
ers in Europe, whoſe name, if inſiſted on, he was ready 
mention, But ſuppoſing the force to be adequate, ſup- 
je you could carry every thing according to your own ex- 
Bations, What would it amount to? Do you think the 
her powers of Europe will fit filent and inactive at ſuch a _ 
ſon ? Do you think, though they ſhould not take an open 
— 8 not encourage and ſpirit up theſe people? 
will not give that kind of aſſiſtance which America 
nts, and they can beſt ſpare ? It is true, Holland has pro- 
dited any communication with the Britiſh colonies. Has 
nance or Spain iſſued any ſuch public order ? Or if they did, 
bt it to be depended on? I am ſure it ought not. I have 
ſtrongeſt reaſon to believe, by information from perſons 
| acquainted with the matter, that none of them are to be 
ed on; and I have heard, from no mean authority, that 
leaſt one of the former powers has given, and will con- 
we to give them every ſecret aid, till they no longer ſhall 
r an intereſt in concealing their real ſentiments. For my 
, [diſapprove of the whole proceedings from the beginnin 
the end; the principles, the meaſures, the ſyſtem, all 
m my warmeſt diſapprobation ; I am therefore determined 
ſet my face openly againſt them. The noble Lord who 
the direction of the affairs of this country tells you, that 
Americans aim at independence, I defy the noble Lord, or 
other member of this Houſe, to adduce one ſolid proof of this 
ge, He ſays, the zra of 1563, is the time they wiſh to 
ur to, becauſe ſuch a conceflion on our part would be, in 
a, giving up their dependence on this country. I deny 
concluſion too. I would aſk the noble Lord, did the 
ple of America ſet up this claim of independence previous 
the year 1763? No, they were then peaceable and dutiful 
yes: they are ſtill dutiful and obedient, —f Here a mur- 
ur of diſapprobation] I repeat my words ; I think them ſo 
in- 
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mitted. The acts they have committed ariſe from no wu. 
of either; they have been forced into them, Taxes hay 
been attempted to be levied on them; their charters have berg 
violated, nay taken away; adminiftration has attempted to. 
erce them by the moſt cruel and oppreſſive laws. What will ne 
not attempt in ſuch a ſituation ? What will not freemen {@ 
under ſuch a complication of miſery and diſtreſs ? How dos 
any man in this Houſe think men ſhould act, when overwhelg« 
ed with a train of calamities ? How ought freemen and Eng. 
liſhmen to act under ſuch circumſtances? I will not ſay thy 
the aſſertion may be ſtrictly legal, but I am ſure it is foundel 
in the fundamental principles of this conſtitution, and t 
natural rights of mankind, to affirm they are fully juf. 
fied in their reſiſtance; and, I hope, that that princi 
is deeply engraven in the heart of every Engliſhman, | 
would aſk, is there one of you that would tamely or baſe 
ſubmit to ſuch a manifeſt injuſtice ? I ſay it is injuſtice i 
the moſt aggravated ſenſe, to take money from people again 
their conſent, nay their expreſs diſapprobation, without 
ſingle information relative to their abilities or means of p 
ment. The noble Lord ſays, the conteſt is not now abo 
taxation, but whether the people of America are to forma 
dependent part of this empire, or are not. Burt I beg leax 
to ſay, that the diſpute this moment exiſting, is about tax 
tion; for but once give up the claim, and every ſingle ft 
vou have taken throughout this buſineſs has been no leſs n 
and ridiculous, than violent and unjuſt. You ſought an 
venue, to which you had not a ſingle fair pretenſion, becault 
they fully contributed to the proportion of the public burden 
by acquieſcing in the monopoly of their trade. In fine 
though meaſures of coercion were conſtitutional, were equ 
table, I am perfectly ſatisfied they are totally impracticadi 
| am ſure there is not a gentleman of the profeſſion, hoxen 
{anguine, will rife and tell the Houſe, that he believes, ti 
force to be voted this day is by any means proportioned tot 
extent of the neceſſary operations, though the regimes 
were effective and every way complete. If this be then 
caſe, it is plain ſome other plan is in contemplation. 
then the noble Lord in the blue ribbon, riſe and give us ſa 
information. I do not deſire the detail, let us have ties 
neral outline, to be able to judge of the probability d 
ſucceſs, It is indecent not to lay before the Houſe ſo 
plan, or the outlines of a plan. He demanded repeats! 

wh 
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hat did the noble Lord mean? How did he intend to act ? 
f his plan is conciliation, let us ſee it, that we may form 
me opinion upon it; if it be hoſtility and coercion, I do re- 
ert again, that we have no cauſe for a minute's conſidera- 
ion, for I can with confidence pronounce, that the preſent 
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* pilitzry armament will never ſucceed, 
= Mr. Jenkinſen contended, that ſeveral of the acts deſired Mr. Fenkin- 
* the Americans to be repealed, did not directly relate to the /-n- 


reſent conteſt, He ſaid, he was afraid that all attempts to 
anciliate would be fruitleſs, A noble Lord Lord Chatham] 
1 the other Houſe, had formed a plan of conciliation ; another 
ioinated in that Houſe ; but what was the reception they 
net with ? They were both treated with every poſiible mark of 
liſreſpe&t and contempt ; nay, ſo determined were the continen- 
vl congreſs to reject any pacific overture, that they refuſed ſo 
web as to receive the latter as a baſis for treaty or negotia- 
ion, He ſaid, if there was the leaſt proſpect of ſucceſs, it 
ould be the accompanying our terms of conciliation with a 
onſiderable force. There were ſeveral terms to be made be- 
vre conciliation could be obtained. He could mention many, 
ut at preſent would only mention one ; that ſecurity ſhould 
e given to all thoſe who had adhered to the government of 
his country over America; and had, in conſequence, been 
riven from America. Terms of force were the meaſures 
halked out by his Majeſty, in his ſpeech from the throne ; 
formidable armanent, conditions of conciljation, and gra- 
lous offers of forgiveneſs and protection. On this founda- 
on the preſent vote was propoſed : if, therefore, premature 
xplanations were deſired; if the gentlemen, who pledged 
demſelves to ſupport thoſe meaſures, had altered their minds 

one event, or had withdrawn their confidence from the 
King's ſervants, he ſaw uno poſſible way to remedy matters 
ut by a change of adminiſtration ; obſerving, that at this 
ry time, after going ſuch lengths, how cowardly it would 
to decline the conteſt almoſt at the very outſet. 


the cabinet; the King is made by his miniſters to expreſs 
general intentions; the Houſe of Commons is deſired to 
pport thoſe meaſures by voting an enormous war eſtabliſh- 
ent; and when queſtions are aſked, and explanations are 
flced, even by the very friends of adminiſtration, the gen— 
men who call for a plan are very laconically referred to te 


king's ſpeech, The ſpeech holds out generals, and 6e 


itech 
wil 


Lord John Cavendiſh ſaid this was treating Parliament with Lord Jeb 
fry pothbie degree of diſreſpect, Meaſures are concert» d Cavenaiſp. 


| 
: 
| 
. 
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truſted, he ſaid, that Engliſhmen would never ſubmit to , 


Lord F red . 
Campbell. 


Lord Jobe 
Cvendiſſi. 


Mr. Demp- 
Her. 


framed and ſupported it was, that the Parliament of Gi 
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you to particulars ; when theſe particulars are called for, 
ſpeech is quoted, as the true ſtandard of information, þ 


very, much leſs ſubmit to the tyranny of their own coun 
men; and it was the peculiar buſineſs of all thoſe in this coug, 
try, who valued their own liberties, to defend thoſe of thay 
brethren in America; for they might depend, that the (ang 
ſyſtem of government that was attempted there, would u 
length make its way hither, and the liberties of America a 
Great Britain be buried in one grave. His Lordſhip obſ 
that we armed at the time of the affair of Falkland's [fax 
and put the nation to an enormous expence to no purpoſe, f 
peace having been ſecretly concluded. 

Lord Frederick Campbell ſaid, peace was not conclude; 
but that vigorous and ſeaſonable armaments produced pen, 
as he hoped that, we were proceeding to vote, would on t 
preſent occaſion. | 

Lord Jobn Cavendiſb infiſted he was right, though the fall 
might have been ſeemingly as the noble Lord ſtated it; f 
the point in iſſue was, the di/avowal of the court of Spai 
which preceded the increaſed naval and military eſtimata; 
and the only matter which remained to be adjuſted at theting 
the Houſe voted the money, was barely the punctilio, wii 
ſhould diſarm fir i. The Houſe was therefore deceived, He 
remembered a prodigious naval eſtabliſhment was voted in ti 
year alluded to; we ſuddenly diſarmed, and yet the demand 
on Parliament, the ſucceeding ſeſſion, and ever ſince, wet 
2s high as if no ſuch armament, accompanied by the'circut 
ſtances now mentioned, had been ever voted. 

Mr. Dempfter complimented General Conway, both in hi 
civil and military capacity. He replied to an obſervation« 
Mr. Jenkinſon's, relative to general Conway's contending 
that the Americans were juſtifiable in reſiſting the executi 
of an act he had himſelf, in his miniſterial cnaradter 
brought into that Houſe [the declaratory aft. ] He contende 
there was no manner of inconſiſtency in the right honourabl 
gentleman's conduct; the principle on which he brought! 
the bill, anda reſiſtance to the mode of inforcing it; for willy or 
the bill aſſerted, that Great Britain was ſovereign, and had | 
right to make laws for the colonies in all caſes whatſor 
the true conſtruction of that law, the intention of thoſe mi ma 


Britain had a right to bind the colonies conſtitutionally, not i 
bitrarily; they had a right to ſecure their dependency nh 


Ll 
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other country, nor to tax them unrepreſented, not condemn 
dem unheard; they had a right to rule them like Engliſh- 
den. not to oppreſs them like ſlaves. ano 
Governor Jobnſtone was not ſurprized adtniniſtration were Gov. Fobne 
willing to give information; for he believed they had none. Vene. 
| remarkable proof of it, he ſaid, was that Mr. Penn, has 
a, fince his arrival from the very city where the congreſs has 
vice aſſembled and deliberated, been aſked a fingle queſtion ; 
t even when he preſented the petition from the American 
moreſs to the noble Lord who is ſecretary of ſtate for 
at department. 
Governor Pownall, (who had been up ſeveral times be- Gov. Pu- 
re but the chairman pointed to others) began with obſerv- 28 
g that till perſevering, he aroſe to ſpeak under every diſad- 
tape and ill impreſſion that a man could offer himſelf, 
eappeared, he (aid, Tike one determined to force his im- 
ttinencies on the Houſe, and to obtrude opinions which 
e committee were unwilling to hear, yet, that was not his 
th of character; he very ſeldom troubled them, but at 
ſent, beſides the defire he had to ſpeak his mind, he had 
cular reaſons reſpecting himſelf and his conduct in this 
Aineſs, which he wiſhed to give, in explanation of what 
ht be otherwiſe much miſunderſtood and much miſrepre- 
ted, He faid, he had been invariably an advocate for peace; 
ſo at this hour, and ever ſhould be; and yet, circum- 
anced as affairs now were between this country and America; 
ſhould give his vote againſt our laying down our arms, and 
the continuance and ſtrengthening our force, If ever, 
be, I had miſreprefented the ſtate of facts; if ever Thad 
the informations of which 1 was poſſeſſed, either to trum- 
up a falſe alarm, or to give falſe hopes; if ever I gave 
lupported an opinion for ſerve any party whatever; If ever \ 
ay inftance I treated theſe matters as party matters, I 
ld be aſhamed to riſe in this Houfe, I ſhould not dare to 
a my mouth on the ſubject, now in this horrid period of 
its, Now that J am going to ſpeak to facts, and give 
opinion on thoſe facts, if there is any perſon, who can fix 
n any one article in which lever miſinformed the. Houſe, 

as to a ſingle fact, or as to the effects of things, I beg 
may not only diſbelieve me now, but mark the fact. He 
tat in the wretched commencement of this ſad huſineſs, 
the year 1769, he had given his opinion againſt meaſures 
force, and by ſtating the evils and deſtructive conſequence 
ſuch meaſures, had endeavoured to turn the mind of our 


in from meaſure of force = modes of policy; he had —— 
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did in 1769, give his opinion and his vote againſt force, Bu 


enemies) * had cloſed with us in an appeal from reaſon ty 
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varied from that line either in his conduct or opinion, Was j 
now in the power of the Houſe to have a choice, and was it nog 
the queſtion whether we ſhould purſue this civil quarrel ung 


modes of policy or by meaſure of force, he ſhould now, as be 


that was not the ground on which we ſtood; our debate 
were not whether or no we ſhould go to war; we wer x 
war, . The Americans, (by a miſerable fatality become ou 


* arms,” ** were determined to uſe the power which their Bee. 
e ficent Creator had put into their hands, and to perſcren 
with the utmoſt energy in the cauſe in which they wer 
«* fatally involved. That they had great internal reſourcy, 
and every reaſonable and well-grounded aſſurance of foreign 
R That while they thought that we expected of then 
an wnconditional ſubmiſſion, their u/timatum, held out to ug 
was the laying down our arms, and a confeſſion and reliqs 
quiſhing of our errors in opinion and conduct. That ſo g. 
ing back to 1763, a period in which theſe errors were k 
alized by practice, they might then treat with us as to wiat 
remained. He ſaid the winter of courſe gave a natural g. 
ſpite to military force. He wiſhed any ground might i 
found to give an actual ſuſpenſion of arms; but he could 
not as a Briton, and in a Britiſh Houſe of Commons, enter 
rain the idea, in the face of the enemy under arms, of out 
laying down our arms, and ſurrendering at diſcretion, 
wiſhed for peace; he thought peace might be had; but as 
Americans were in all events prepared for war; they i 
us the example; we ſhould alſo be prepared, if peace coi 
not be had this winter. The Americans mequated, and we 
able to eſtabliſh, and would eſtabliſh, as., an independa 
ſtate, a republic: but neceſſity”, to uſe their own word 
„had not yet driven them to that de/perate meaſure. . I 
cc {fill wiſh to remain united to the nation, ſubordinate to i 
© mother-country, obedient to its ſovereignty, - They W 
6 lamented, as laſt and worſt of all evils, (ſlaverj d 
© excepted) the breach with us, and moſt ſincerely and u 
ce dently wiſhed a reconciliation,” He ſaid, he was of 9 
nion, that peace might be had on ſafe and honour 
terms. He ventured very peremptorily to affirm it; 
faid, you may, if you will, have peace on terms Wii 

ill fave the honour of government; which will eftabliſh . 

vereignty of this country, a conſtitutional ſovereign 


and reſtore the union of the empire in all its — 
oy wu 
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felicity ; and, thoſe matters ſettled, you may have a revenue 
j mb, But this peace is not to be obtained by diſho- 
norable conceſſions and repeals; repeals of ſtatutes back to 
the year 1763 would give them the advantage-ground, while 
wncefſions would cut the ground from under your own feet. 
You would concede, by ſuch preliminaries, data from whence 
concluſions, which you could not refiſt, would be drawn to 
the giving much more than is now aſked, And yet every 
juſtice might be done to the rights and claims of the Americans, 
end even your own rights and ſovereignty confirmed and 
ſabliſned without theſe direct conceſſions and repeals. By 
reviſion and reforming of your whole ſyſtem in the true 
pit of the eſtabliſhment of your colonies, in the true ſpirit 
ff your act of navigation and the laws of trade, as firſt 
ormed in Lord Clarendon's time, who underſtood the 
fairs of the colonies better than ever they have been under- 
pod ſince. | 

This being, he ſaid, his full perſuaſion, and having aſſured 
imſelf from his Majecty's ſpeech, that however neceſſary 
t had been thought, and really was, to prepare for war at 
dai exents; yet his Majeſty's miniſters had engaged them- 
Ives to ſome plan of pacification. This, he ſaid, he thought 
5 a matter Fa much to be wiſhed, and which was truly ſo 
duch wiſhed, that as far as in him lay, he ſhould give his 
d and aſſiſtance to it. That he wiſhed as anxiouly, and 
ardently, as the gentlemen who called upon miniſters to 
Iroduce their plan, to ſee it come forward; and did hope 
bey would produce it, He hoped that every line that might 
ad to peace would be tried before the opening the next 
ampaign ; but yet thought, that by a reſpectable and even 
midable armament, we ought to be prepared for that cam- 
ben, if neceſſity obliged us to open it, But ſetting his 
bot firm on this ground of peace, he thought that thoſe whom 
i Majefty entruſted” with his powers of government could 
Ione make it; that therefore under the ſame idea by which 
objected to the preſent: motion, he ſhould object to the 
ting forward any other propoſitions, by any perſon what- 
erer which was meant to anticipate, or to fruſtrate. thoſe 


bt eafures of peace, which he hoped he ſhould ſee put by his 
hu aeſty into the hands of his miniſters. That until we ſaw 
far theſe were practicable and honourable, or otherwiſe, 


J propoſition explained __ an auCtion, at ur 
2 


ſhould be againſt any other perſons taking the buſineſs _ 
it of their hands; that as we heard laſt = the concilia- 
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Mr. Burke. tas h. 


the: Americans were to hid up for their rights, ſo no be 
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found we were. to have, (by a competition of propoſition 
to be brought forward by ſome gentlamen) a Dutch auctiu; 
at which parties were to bid downwards for the good vil 
and favour of the Americans; thoſe to be beſt entitled toi 
who could offer the loweſt terms; he thought this, he ſich 
ſo unfitting, that he would put the previous queſtion upon ay 
fach propoſitions, even upon thoſe which an honourable gentle. 
man Mr. Burke] had given notice he would propoſe and mo, 

He then went to the explaining ſome matters of fact which 
had been aſſerted. Firſt, in anſwer to an idea of his being 
intended to be one of the commiſhoners mentioned in the 
ſpeech 3 he totally diſavowed any communication about it, 
or the-leaft knowledge of it. He ſaid, if it were offered, by 
ſhould wiſh to know, firſt, whether the powers to be grantel 
were ſuch as could be of any uſe ; he ſaid theſe commiſſionen 
could not treat with the preſent ſelf- created congreſs, anda 
the other hand, that no provincral aſſemby would tre 
with them; he ſaid there muſt be other means found ty 
obtain even preliminaries whereon to treat, In anſwer to | 
charge made againſt miniſtry for ſending the tranſports ſo lat 
to America, and to. Quebec 5 he ſaid, ſingle ſhip 
might and did go all the year round to ſome part or obe 
of Ametica; that they might even get up to Quebec ſo las 
as Chriſtmas; that · until the river was ſhut by being frozen ij 
the northweſters and monſoons, on the latter ſeaſon, wen 
not-againft but for them when once in the river; that tho 
there: might be bad weather before, yet winter did not ul 
ally ſet in, fo as to {hut up the river, till Chriſtmas, 
A gentleman had faid that the French exclaimed again 
our conduct at the breaking out of laſt war, in ſeizing the 
ſhips without a previous declaration of war, as a breach d 
the Jaw of nations. He explained this, and ſhewed that it 
French were the aggreſſors, and that they broke the law ef 
nations, by ſeizing our Indian-traders, carrying them pm 
ſoners in irons 10 Huang, confiſcating their goods to a g 
amount, d ing their habitations and ſettlements, 4 
taking the King's forts by force. That he had the accoul 
of theſe loſſes made out in an authentic way, had ſent tad 
to the miniſter at the tiine, and had now duplicates of th 
by him; that he hoped therefore we ſhould hear no more ime 


Mr. Burde was witty on the notice now given of putil 


the previous queſtion on his motion; pointing out the — = 
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| ders that Were daily enacted through that means. He con- 
„ dlated adminiſtration upon it; and obſerved, that they 
e already given up the idea of taxation, and ſeemed rather 
1 Woubtful of recovering America on any terms ; but in ſuch 
ue of political deſpair, the honourable gentleman tells 
| them, that not only peace and America may be recovered 
Ld reſtored, but that a revenue may be yet obtained; and as 
1 proof of the efficacy and probability of this plan, every 
6 propoſition that came ſhort of that, nay every propoſition 
! but that of the miniſter, ſhould be ſmothered in embryo b 
e previous queſtion, He admitted, that the honourab 
& entleman had knowledge—But now, he ſaid, (looking at 
WW, Jenkinſon) let me turn from knowledge to authority, 
oc bas always more weight in this Houſe. I ſhall now 
1 to the real miniſter. From his ſpeech it is obvious 


what is intended. An army is to do the buſineſs ; ſince that 
the caſe he ſhould reſt ſatisfied without further enquiry : 
ut juſt to beg leave to know if there was one gentleman of 
he military profeſſion in the Houſe, (and, blind as he was, 
e could diſcern ſeveral red coats) who would riſe and tell 
de Houſe, that from his conſcienee he was ſatisfied the eſti- 


iss 


ue on the table, and the ee e in conſequence of 
A t, would anſwer the ends propoſed. 
1 Mr. Powys, in reply to Mr, Jenkinſon, ſaid alſo, that now Mr. Peryre 


je found it was war that was intended. 
[An altercation aroſe, whether the board of trade had not 
eblefted to apply to governor Tryon, when in England, for 
nformation on Ame: ican affairs. It was ſaid by a member, 
fem Wrotteſley] that the New York petition, preſented 
lt ſeſſion, was written in England. It was warmly contra- 
Iced by another member Mr. Burke] who offered to bring 
te evidences to diſprove the aſſertion, and challenged the 
onourable gentleman to bring his informer] 
The queſtion was put at near eleven o'clock, on the firſt of 
deſe reſolutions, and the committee divided,---Ayes 227, 
bes, 73. Adjourned to the 1oth. 
November 10, private buſineſs. Adjourned to the 13th, 
ovember 13. 
Ide Houſe in a committee of ſupply. 


nts, ſpoke of the neceſſity of quelling the diſturbances in 
merica, remarked on the e xpence of this meaſure, and 
en on the propriety and expediency of applying to the 
faded gentlemen, for their ſupport, at a time, be ſaid, when 
e other reſources of the ſtate were incompetent ta the pur- 


poſe. 


. 
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Lord North, after briefly ſtating ſome of the public ac- Lord Nerth 
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—.— He therefore moved that the land- tax for 1775 be fur 
ſhillings in the pound. | 

Sir FoſepÞ Sir 25 Matobey ſaid the American war was unneceſſry 

Mag. and wanton; and it was difficult to determine whether it uu 
moſt founded in folly or injuſtice. * IS 

— Jebaſ- Mr. J. Johnſtone ſaid, that however unacquainted he might 

y be with parliamentary proceedings, he had obſerved fince th 

commencement of the preſent ſeſſion, it was expected by the 

friends of adminiſtration, that no propoſition of theirs, how, 

ever wild, extravagant, or novel, ſhould be queſtioned. Thi 

to him was a moſt extraordinary procedure, nor could he ſe 

to what end Parliament aſſembled, if they only affembled u 

vote, not to deliberate. He hoped, however, for the fake 

of appearances, that the miniſter would ſtand forth, wha 

be came to demand the public money, and tell the Houle 

to what purpoſes he really meant to apply it. 

Sir Ceerge Sir George Yonge moved an amendment, that it ſhould ix 

Bt three ſhillings inſtead of four, 

Lord Mayer; The Lord Mayor [Mr. Sawbridge] ſaid, though the land. 

tax was a tax the eaſieſt collected, and gave the miniſter the 

leaſt influence in its mode of collection; yet no conſiders 

tion of convenience could balanze, what he felt on the pre- 

ſent occaſion, when not only the treaſure and blood, but 

the honour of the nation were ſacrificed, to the traiterous ai 

deſpotic deſigns of a junto, carried into execution by the mok 

unprincipled proſtitute tools that ever difgraced this country 

Mr. Vier. Mr. Viner ſaid, he had hitherto ſupported the meaſures af 

the minifter reſpecting America, though he condemned the 

introducing foreigners into any part of the dominions d 

Great Britain, without the previous conſent 'of Parliament, 

Standing thus affected, when the motion for the re-commlt 

ment of the addreſs was made, as he approved of the grit 

line ſketched ont in the ſpeech, he found himſelf under! 

neceſſity of voting for that meaſure. The vote, how 

he gave on that occaſion, was a conditional one; it wa 

the ſuppoſition that a bill of indemnity was to be brought 

in and paſſed, in order to legalize that unconſtitutional man 

ner of introducing thoſe troops, In a few days after, a 

of indemnity was brought in, and read a firſt time, ® 

ordered to be read a ſecond time; but a fortnight bas fit 

paſſed, and he never heard a ſyllable more concerning! 

His reaſon for riſing on the preſent occaſion was, to alu 

the miniſter of his n and chearfully to agree 0 " 

propoſed reſolution, provided his Lordſhip kept his word ws 

his beſt friends; He begged his Lordfhip to tell him wif! ny 
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e indemnity bill was in being, or whether it had been | 

6:rved or ſtifled, or had its throat cut in the cradle, which 

1 his opinion, would be cruel, as he had underſtood ſince 

came to be firſt mentioned, that Ne was pleaſed to own it 

or one of his own children. 

Lord North replied, that the child he ſeemed to be ſo ſoli--Lori Neth, 
ious about, was ſafe from all the accidents he affected to 

read ſo much; and to drop the fimile, he would move to- 

norrow to have the bill read a ſecond time. | F 

Sir William Male obſerved, the miniſter comes with a bill Sir Milian 

bone hand, and tells you very ſeriouſly, that he has framed . 

x he has preſented it, but when it is paſt, it will ſignify 

> more than ſo much waſte paper; for it is granting a 

ardon for no crime; and indemnifying a man againſt his in- 


e tion and his judgment. 5 
% Lord Nerth ſaid he never ſought to ſhield his public con- Lord Nath, 
U 


ud by an act of Parliament; and the more ſo on the pre- 
nt occaſion, becauſe he entirely relied on the purity ef his 
nentions. Other gentlemen, however, happened to be of 
mtrary ſentiments, to whoſe opinions he withed to pay every 
aſonable degree of reſpe& and attention. It was to meet 
e ideas of thoſe gentlemen he took upon him to frame and 
pport ſuch a bill; it was to give them perfect content; 
at he was reſolved to do all in his power to carry their ideas 
to execution. | 

Mr. Byng congratulated the country gentlemen on the ad- Mr. Byrg. 
onal ſhilling land-tax, as the firſt happy fruits of Ameri- 
In meaſures, 


Mr. Hartley ſaid, That it required but little foreſight laſt Mr. Hartley 
T AL propheſy as he had done, that if the ruinous ſyſtem 
cnt American meaſures continued, our land-tax muſt be raiſed 
* four ſhillings, He wiſhed that his preſent fears might 


we in the event leſs well-founded, but that he-ſaw no 
odability of the land-tax being ever reduced below four 
lings. Inſtead of the promiſed revenue from America, 
* e ſhall find a perpetual mortgage on our land, to pay for 
Juſt and ill-executed meaſures. It requires but a very 
git accumulation of debt, a very trifling Joſs upon the 
enue, to make a three ſhilling laud-tax with the ſinking- 
nd inſufficient for the ordinary peace eſtabliſhment. The 


inc tax at three ſhillings added to the annual malt-tax, pro- 
nett about 1, 900, ol. The ſinking- fund, upon an 
Anse of ſeven years, about 2,500,000]. The profit upon 
; tht annual lottery 150,000]; altogether making about 
Fc. The annual rate of expences from 1798 to 1774, 


upon 
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the whole circuit of our commerce, ſhould be matter of the 


therto experienced? The caſe itſelf is certainly without 


— 
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upon an average, including the annual increaſe of the na- 
debt, has been about 4,150,000]. As ſoon as the difference 
between our annual income and our annual expences, which 
is but about 400, oool, is loft by falling off of the revenue, 
or ſwallowed up to pay the intereſt of the enormous dehy 
which are now contracting, it follows unqueſtionably, thy 
we muſt require the additional ſhilling upon land, to (uppat 
even the peace eſtabliſhments, which we have hitherto mey. 
tioned. As a foretaſte of the loſſes to be expected in the 
Tevenue, one branch is gone ; the revenue on tobacco, The 
produce of that is nearly 300,000], beſides all the profit d 
the trade and commiſſion. This cuts deep into the 400,000, 
furplus juſt now ſtated. How many times 300, ocol may l 
cut off from the revenue, when the fatal influence of the 
meaſures come to be felt, in every branch, and throughait 


* LS) — — 3 
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moſt alarming apprehenſion, In the next place for thedeby 
that we are fo blindly contracting, they will probably be 
kept out of the public fight as long as poſſible, but the 
muſt come out at laſt, The navy debt immenſe, The tran 
port ſervice perhaps greater than at any period in the [att 
war. And for the army extraordinaries, if we are to mats 
tain an immenſe army, at the diftance of 3000 miles, tot 
ſupported with every neceſſary and contingency from hene 
who can ſay what proportion they may bear to any caſe hi 


example. However vague the premiſes are, yet we may! 
ſure that theſe expences muſt be enormous: There is no ſpt 
cifying, who can give us aſſurance, that the total of the nay 
debt, the tranſport ſervice, the army extraordinaries, Us 
exchequer bills, the civil liſt debt, all deficiencies, &c. & 
not only now exiſting, but what ſhall be added in the court 
of the year for which we are now providing, ſhall be ſo lit 
as five or ſix millions, perhaps more. Over and above # 
theſe loſſes upon the revenue, all debts contracted, and to! 
contracted, which muſt be ſupplied with the perpetuity 
the four ſhillings upon land. Another annual charge 
been announced by the noble Lord at the treaſury, . 
propoſed augmentation of the civil liſt, If any weight i 
wanting to turn the ſcale, and to put the perpetuity of 5 
four ſhillings paſt hope, this muſt decide. Why are mu 
ſters ſo obſtinately bent to plunge this nation into inext!6 
ble perplexities and boundleſs expence. Even upon the grow 
of the intereſted views of adminiſtration, if the conſiderat 
of humanity and juſtice have loſt all influence with de 
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et them chuſe deliberately, whether they prefer the waſte 
and ruin of the public revenue to procure the deſtruction of 
their fellow ſubjects; or, whether they will cultivate the 
good-will of the people of England, by providing thoſe pro- 
per reſources, by which, without oppreſſive burdens or the 
proſpect of bankruptcy, they might be enabled, upon ſuitable 
xcaſions to be ready to teſtify their affections to a gracious 
Sovereign, The continuance of the American war, and its 
onſequences, (perhaps European wars) muſt defeat the poſ- 
idility of any perpetual augmentation of the civil lift, In- 
ependent of the conſideration of grants to the civil liſt, 
king ſuſpected as affording the means of corruption, who 
puld heſitate at the option, whether to grant his money for 
de deſtruction of his fellow ſubjects in America, or to ſup- 
jort his Sovereign in dignity and ſplendour ? It is in the diſ- 
ion of miniſters, to harmonize the intereſts of the crown, 
th juſtice and mercy to their fellow ſubjects. 


Arran F ASS & Rm. 


eye the country gentlemen ; but having ſince heard, that the 
lea of taxation, was given up, that the object was abandoned, 
thought, if ſo, it was improper to expend any more mo- 
in the conteſt, and therefore he ſhould, ia that caſe, be 
ginſt the noble Lord's motion. 


late 


Mr. Hartley] who ſuppoſed the ſinking- fund would in the 
purſe of the year 1776, be anticipated co, oool, was egre- 
bully miſtaken, according to the preſent eſtimates, and it 

Impoſſible to provide againſt every exigency, or to fore- 
eor prevent accidents, He ſaid, the honourable gentleman had 
inted out how much mote meritorious it would be to pay 
s Majeſty's debts, than ſquander away the national trea- 
re in acts of ſuch a nature as would make the moſt obdurate 
| and tremble. He ſuſpected the honourable gentleman 
$ 25 ignorant of the true diſpoſition of the gracious 
fnce, who for ſo long a time has filled the throne of theſe 
todoms, as he was of the nature of the diſpute, which 
alled a wanton effuſion of blood, I will tell him then, 
ntinued his Lordſhip, that his Majeſty, like the true fa- 
er of his people, more zealous and anxious for their in- 
eſts, their reputation, and their honour, than his own, 
foregone every private conſideration ; he has kept back 
own wants, in order to make room for thoſe of his 
wntry, Inſtead, therefore, of ſreaking about his own af- 
Vol. III. 2 ſairs, 


Mr. Baldwin ſaid, he had always underſtood, the diſpute Mr. Bald- 
ih America, was for a revenue to be raiſed there to re. in. 


Lord North ſaid, he was ſure the honorable gentleman, Lord North, 
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fairs, inſtead of reminding Parliament of his very urge 
neceſſities, he has only defered it to take care of the generd 
intereſts of his ſubjects, and their. own honour ; careful 
avoiding ſo much as to hint at his own wants till the prey 
national objects ſhall be firſt adjuſted. The hon, gentlemu 
ſeems to affirm, with great confidence, that the Virgin 
are determined to turn their tobacco plantations into con 
grounds. I beg leave to differ from the hon. gentleman, a 
that from authority on which I can depend. They are noth 
infatuated to forego the very ſingular advantages they en 
from this very beneficial trade. He ſays, the mother-cour. 
try reaps much the larger part of the groſs proceeds, | 
this, he is equally miſtaken ; for, from the beſt intellivenc 
I have been able to gain, I find, that the profits are divide 
in the proportion of ſeven to America, and three to England 
He likewiſe exaggerates the duties upon tobacco, much he, 
yond their true eſtimate; for, by the lateſt return comet 
my hands, I perceive, that the duty in England amounts t 
240, oool. per ann. and in Scotland, to 20, oool. per an 
Another honourable gentleman [Mr. Baldwin] is afraid the 
idea of taxing America is given up. It is true taxation wu 
the original queſtion with America, but now the diſpute 
much higher. Still he had not a doubt but ſome mode wouldls 
adopted by which a contribution would be obtained from Ame 
rica and brought into the public treaſury here. When his M 
jeſty's miniſters ſaid, that the idea of taxation was abandone 
they never intended by that expreſſion more, than that i 
was abandoned for the preſent ; that is, that taxation was i 
a matter of ſecondary conſideration, when the ſupremacy a 
legiſlative authority of this country was at ſtake. Whe 
therefore, his Majeſty's miniſters ſpoke in the general term 
above alluded to, I would have my honourable friend pe 
fectly underſtand, that taxation is not nor ever was cut! 
their view. It is neceſſary that taxation ſhould be inſi 
on, and enforced; becauſe to enſure your legiſlative authorll 
and commercial advantages, it will be actually neceſſary yi 
ſhould combine it with a tax, otherwiſe yau will never 
able to carry one into effectual execution without ftill ext 
ciſing the other, though no kind of advantage ſhould 


from it. F 
Mr. Bh. Mir. Baldwin ſaid he was Catisfied with this explanation. . 
wir Governor Jobnſtone was for Lord North's motion, | em, 


, Jobn- cauſe having voted the ſervices, there muſt be money for tt 
ſupport, and the Jand-tax he thought the beſt, it " 
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ly encreaſed tax that was ever remitted, whereas raiſing 
money in any other mode had been found to be a perpe- 

[ tax. N : „ 
giebt Honourable T. Townſhend was for Lord North's mo- Right Hon: 
tion, for the ſame reaſon ; that as the army and navy were . 8 
voted they muſt not be ſtarved. And obſerved that the pre- 
ent encreaſe to four ſhillings would never be reduced; for the 
American war would involve the miniſtry in ſo many debts 
the additional ſhilling would never be taken off. 
Sir H. Houghton ſpoke for Lord North's motion. 
Sir George Savile ſaid, he was aſtoniſhed to hear ſuch mi- Sir Gears 
niſterial language, for the firſt time, as had this night fallen Saile. 
om the noble Lord at the head of the treaſury ; that a vote 
zpon one occaſion ſhould bind in every poſſible inſtance that 
might ariſe, Such a language, he inſiſted, was unparliamen- 
tary, For inſtance, there were many gentlemen,” who at the 
Iſt bluſh of a buſineſs, might have haſtily agreed to meaſures 
ff coercion, who, when they came to conſider the conſequen- 
es, and weigh the manifeſt certain inconveniences 2 the 
probability of ſucceſs, might be very ready to retract, and be 
glad to return to the right path. His general ſentiments were 
ell known; he abhorred the idea of robbing the Americans 
f their liberty; but ſuppoſing he had firſt been of a different 
ay of thinking, when be came to ſupport meaſures with his 
burſe, when he came to give the only true teſt of his ſenti- 
nents, he might probably alter his opinion; and whatever 
e current language might be of a diſinclination to burden 
eir conſtituents, he believed it was one of the moſt 
Moleſome and conſtitutional checks on the repreſentative, 
hat when he bound the repreſented, he at the ſame time 
ound and taxed himſelf, He ſaid beſides, that this me- 
od of voting money for ſervices unknown to the Houſe, 
Ir at leaſt on which they had no ſubſtantial controul, fur- 
lſded miniſters with opportunities of bribery and corrup- 
ori» which were to the Jaſt degree fatal and ruinous in their 

onſequences. 

Lord Nerth roſe to contradict, what he termed a molt ridi- 107d Ne 
bus and abſurd aſſertion ; the King had his revenue, the 

| feral departments had theirs ; and though it was impoſſible 
n the nature of things, to check them immediately, yet the 
ſuing ſeſſion, when the ſeveral accounts of the preceding 
de were made up, any gentleman was at liberty to examine 
em, to detect errors if there were any, and to call the mini- 
2: th frial officers in their ſeveral departments to account, and if 
Z 2 proved 
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proved guilty of malverſation in office, to bring them to cap. 
ign puniſhment. | | | 
Mr. Een. Mr. Innes ſaid, he was for the four ſhillings in the pound 
land- tax; as it did not affect him. | 
Sir 5% Sir Joſeph Mawbey, thought what fell from the laſt honour. 
— able gentleman deſerved the attention of the Houſe. If le 
was not affected by the land- tax, he ſhould be glad to knoy 
where his qualtfication was ? 
The Houſe divided upon the amendment. For it 4), 
againſt it 182. The main queſtion was then put, and agreed 


..N JT: ** 
| | November 14. 
Nothing done (not members ſufficient for a ballot, to try 
a — election, and therefore obliged to adjourn.) 
nem November 1 5. 
Mr. Fal. My. Frederick Montagu reported from the committee, who 
rick Monta- were Appointed to take into conſideration the ſtanding orden 
tre. of this Houſe, relating to private bills, which were made in 
the laſt ſeſhon of the laſt Parliament, and to report the ſame, 
with their opinion thereupon, to the Houſe ; that the com- 
mittee had confidered the ſame accordingly, and had cometo 
ſeveral reſolutions, which they had dire&cd him to report to 
the Houſe ; and he read the report in his place, and after- 
wards delivered it in at the table, where the fame was read; 
and the reſolutions of the committee are as followeth ; viz. 
Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
the ſtanding order of the Houſe, of the 25th day of 4, : 
1774, That, after this ſeſſion of Parliament, before any 
petition is preſented to this Houſe, for incloſing, draining, 
or improving, any lands, fens, or commons, 2 printed d 
written notice of ſuch intended application to Parliament & Mr 
affixed on the church-door of the-pariſh or pariſhes, in which 
ſuch lands, fens, and commons, do lie, for three Sundays 
the months of Auguſt and September, or either of them, in. 
mediately preceding the ſeſſion of Parliament in which fle 
petition 15 to be preſented,” be adhercd to. pole 
Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that ti 
ſtanding order of the Houſe, of the ſaid 25th day of Arnd 
1774, © That, after this ſeſſion of Parliament, in all bib 
for incloſing lands or commons, the names of the commiliBiMfor | 
ners propoled to be appointed, and the compenſations intend 
ed for the lord of the manor and the owners of tithes, in bre 
of cheir reſpective rights, where any bargains or agreemem den 
have been made for ſuch compenſations, be inſerted in M 
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opy of the bill preſented to the Houſe ; and that all copies 
uch bills, whether printed or written, which ſhall be ſent 
p any of the perſons intereſted in the faid manor, tithes, lands, 
commons, for their conſent, do contain the names of ſuch 
ropoſed commiſſioners, and alſo ſuch intended compenſa- 
on, be adhered to. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
de andinz order of the Houſe of the ſaid 25th day of April, 


ctition is preſented to the Houſe, for making a turnpike road, 
r ler the renewal or alteration of any act of | Ll paſſed 
vr that purpoſe, notice of ſuch intended application to Parlia- 
nent be given, at the general quarter ſeſſions of the peace, 
hich ſhall be held for every and each county or diſtri, 
rough which ſuch road paſſes, or is intended to paſs, at the 
ichaelmas immediately preceding the ſeſſion of Parliament 
nwhich ſuch petition is to be preſented,” be adhered to. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
he ſtanding order of the Houſe, of the ſaid 25th day of 
April, 1774, That this notice be given, by affixing to the 
foor of the ſeflions houſe, where ſuch rhe free: ſeſſions 
re held, a printed or written paper, Eccribing the pariſhes 
hrough which the ſaid road paſtes, or is intended to paſs ; and 
at ſuch notice be alſo printed in ſome one news- paper of 
de county, or, if there is no ſuch paper printed for that coun- 
n then in the news- paper of ſome near or adjoining county, 
ree times at leaſt, in the months of Auguſt and September, 
r either of them, immediately preceding the ſeſñon of Par- 


red to. 


Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that the 
landing order of the Houſe, of the ſaid 25th day of April 
1774, © That after this ſeſſion of Prrliament, when any pe- 
won is preſented to this Houſe, for making a navigable canal, 
Ir for making or Improving the navigation of a river, or for 
Iltering any act of Parliament paſſed for either of thoſe pur- 
potes, there be preſented with ſuch petition, a plan deſcribing 


the line of-ſuch intended canal or navigation, and the lands 
6 trough which the ſame is to be carried; and that Previous 


plication be made to the owners and occupiers of ſuch lands, 
for their atient to the propoſed canal or navigation; and that 
leparate liſts of the names of ſuch owners and occupiers be 
preſented alſo with the ſaid petition, diſtinguiſhing which of 
m, on ſuch application, have aftfented to, or diſſented 

1 a | from, 


174, ** T hat, after this ſeſſion of Parliament, before any | 


ament in which ſuch petition is to be preſented,” be adhe- 
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from, the ſaid propoſed canal or navigation, or are neuter i 
reſpect thereto,” be adhered to. 

. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, Thy 
the ſtanding order of the Houſe of the ſaid 25th day of April 
1774, That after this ſeſſion of Parliament, when any peu 
tion is preſented to this Houſe, for making a navigable can 
or for making or improving the navigation of a river, or for 
making a new turnpike road, or for raiſing any further fun 
of money for any of thoſe purpoſes, there be annexed to the 
ſaid petition an eſtimate of the propoſed expence of ſuch u- 
dertaking, ſigned by the perſon or perſons making the ſane, 
together with an account of the money ſubſcribed for carry. 
ing the ſaid work into execution, and the names of the ſub. 
ſeribers, with the ſums reſpeCtively ſubſcribed by them,” he 
adhered to. | ; 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, That 
the ſtanding order of the Houle, of the ſaid 25th day of April, 
4 That after this ſeſſion of Parliament, in all bills for mak- 
ing a navigable canal, or for making or improving the nayi- 

tion of a river, or for making a new turnpike-road, there he 
inſerted a claufe, compelling the ſubſcribers for carrying ay 
ſuch work into execution to make payment of the ſums ſere- 
rally ſubſcribed by them,” be adhered to. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, That 
the ſtanding order of the Houſe of the ſaid 25th day of Apnl, 
* That after this ſeſſion of Parliament, when any petition 
for a canal, navigation, or turnpike-road, or for renewing or 
altering any act of Parliament paſſed for any of thoſe purps- 
ſes, or for incloſing, draining, or improving, any lands, fens, 
or commons, hath been preſented to this Houſe, the commit. 
tee to whom the ſaid petition ſhall be referred, or, in cal 
ſuch petition ſhall not be referred to a committee, then the 
committee to whom the bill for thoſe purpoſes ſhall be com- 
titted, do examine, in the firſt place, — far the orders con- 
tained in the fix reſolutions firſt reported from the committet, 
as agreed to by this Houſe, have been complied with; and 
the chairman of ſuch committee ſhall report the evidence, up- 
on ſuch examination, to the Houſe, on the report of ſuch pe- 
tition or bill,” be repealed. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, Th 
after this ſeſſion of Parliament, when any petition for a canah 
navigation, or turnpike-road, or for renewing or altering al 
act of Parliament paſſed for any of thoſe purpoſes, or for i. 
cloſing, draining, or improving any lands, fens, or * 

. a 


uth been preſented to this Houſe, the committee to whom the 
aid petition ſhall be referred, or in caſe ſuch petition ſhall not 

e referred to a committee, then the committee to whom the 
ill for thoſe purpoſes ſhall be committed, do examine, in the 
int place, how far the orders contained in the ſix reſolutions 
int reported from the committee, as agreed to by this Houle, 
ave been complied with; and the chairman of ſuch com- 
mittee ſhall report the ſame to the Houſe, on the report of ſuch 
etition or bill. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, That 
be ſtanding order of the Houſe of the ſaid 25th day of April, 
That, after this ſeſſion of Parliament, in all bills for inclo- 
res, there be inſerted a clauſe, compelling the commithoners 

p account for all monies by them laid out and aſſeſſed on the 
rties concerned in the ſaid incloſures, be adhered to. 

The bill to indemnify ſuch perſons as have adviſed his Ma- 
ſy to ſend to the garriſons of Gibraltar and Port Mahon a 
art of the electoral troops of Hanover, during the receſs of 
aliament, was read a fecond time, and committed. 

The Houſe in committee on the bill for empowering his 
zeſty to aſſemble the militia in caſes of rebellion in any of 
e dominions of the crown of Great-Britain : a motion was 
ade to amend the preamble with theſe words, © that the 
d power ſhould not extend beyond the continuance of the 
eſent rebellion,” 2» 
The Lord Mayor [Mr. Satobridęe] contended that this bill Mr. Saw- 
buld throw an additional weight into the hands of the crown, bridge. 


Way become too powerful, which might and probably 
©. puld be productive of very dangerous conſequences. 
6 Lord Fobn Cavendiſh ſaid, if the friends of adminiſtration Lard Jobs / 


cions were well-founded, which were, that the preſent bill 
more than a mere colourable pretext for arming the crown 
th power hitherto unknown to the conſtitution, 
dir George Savile faid the very point meant to be covertly st. Ce 
ed by this bill, was what no king of England, even the vie, 
lt deſpotic, was ever able to gain; that on this was ground- 
the leading conteſt between Charles I. and his Parliament, 
ig before that aflembly was charged with any views of fac- 
qu, or of overthrowing the conſtitution. Hitherto, he ſaid, 
man in this country could be armed without the conſent 
Parliament ; the army were armed by Parliament; fo were 
militia ; but if this bill ſhould paſs, the military would 
or atleaſt might be, armed by the King, without the cone 
ſent 
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poſed the amendment, it would convince him that his ſuſ- cavendihh. . 


b 
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ſent of Parliament. Many things might be urged on tt 
ground that the militia were the great conſtitutional force 9 
the kingdom ; that nothing of courſe can be feared from 
for they will act in a double capacity, of defenders of ther 
country and its conſtitution, The argument is plauſible, ay 
therefore the better calculated to deceive ; but he begged lem 
to draw a very different concluſion. There were always tm 
2 in this country; no matter as to their principles: th 
rince would have it in his power, by this bill, to put the mi 
tia into the hands and under the command of which of tha 
he thought fit, and to call them out into actual ſervice when 
pleaſed ; for as to the condition of a rebellion being within t 
dominions of the crown of Great Britain, he looked upon dia 
as nothing ; as means might be eafily deviſed to fu pre 
tence ſufficient to juſtify the embody ing the militia, Why 
then may be the conſequence, but that an ambitious or weak 
prince, ſupported or urged by a revengeful perſecuting fa 
tion, may create a civil war in ſome diſtant part of the en 
pire, in order at length to give them an opportunity of ern 
minating or triumphing over their adverſaries at home, at 
deſtroying the liberties of their country. 
Mr. Herbert. Mr. Herbert ſaid, the liberties of no free country could 
preſerved, on the ſuppoſition that the people were in a ft 
like that deſcribed by the honourable gentleman ; that f 
Parliament muſt pay the militia, conſequently the minif 
would be cautious to aſſemble them without a juſt cauſe; a 
while the preſent conſtitution continued, it would be ab 
to guard againſt Parliament, in whom we muft continue 
repoſe a confidence, | = 
Mr. Serj Mr. Serjeant Adair entered into ſeveral legal definitions 
Adair. treaſon and rebellion, He adverted to a law paſſed in 
reign of Edward I. in order to ſhew the true ancient grow 
on which the militia of this kingdom reſted, and ſo traced 
ſubje& down to the preſent times. He inſiſted that it 
friends of the bill meant what they aſſerted, they would | 
amply content to have a temporary one, That when d 
ſaid the bill meant no more than it expreſſed, why did 
not define and ſpecify the ſort of rebellion, the extent of 
and its locality ? No; any thing the governing powers thou 
proper to call Rebellion, would ſoon be deemed fo. Hel 
ſtanced the various caſes, or acts of violence, which in l 
deemed levying war, ſuch as levelling encloſures, pulling® 
meeting-houſes, bawdy-houſes, &c. He mentioned part 


larly the caſes of the Oxford rioters, and the pon * 
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dandy-houſes in the reign of Charles II, and the pulling 
down Burgeſs's meeting-houſe, in the reign of Queen Ann, 
when ſome perſons were tried and condemned for high- treaſon, 
for being concerned in that riot. He obſerved finally, that 
the 155 empire extends to the four quarters of the globe; 
that if any illegal or riotous act, of the nature now alluded to, 
ſhould happen, no matter whether at Patna, Senegambia, or 
boſton, the miniſter might conſtrue it into rebellion, and call 
zut the militia, : | 0 

dir Grey Cooper contended, that the miniſter could not call Sir Grey 
ut the militia, without aſſigning his reaſons for ſq doing, and e. 
ubmitting them to Parliament for their approbation, when- 
er they met, if not +, at the time, | 

The right honourable . Town/hend did not much approve Rt. Hon. T. 
f the bill, but would give his aſſent to its paſſing, becauſe if Tewn/hend. 
t ſhould not paſs, Germans would certainly be brought over; 

et he hoped the bill would be properly limitted. He never 
ew or read of a ſtanding army which did not originate in a 
ulitia, Several free governments had been overturned by a 
lita ; particularly one near home. It was well known Gar 
pus XI. of France overturned, and completely deſtroyed the 
berties of his country by a militia. MOVES 

Mr. Cator againſt the amendment; he did not know whom Mr. Carer. 
ple could truſt, if they dare not truft themſelves. 

Mr, Dempſter. for the bill; · obſerved that the right ho- Mr. Perp- 
urable gentleman Mr. Townſhend] who faid that all the”: 
e governments of Europe had been deſtroyed by a militia, 

miſtaken, for hiſtory would furniſh many more inſtances 
which they had been overthrown by ſtanding armies ; and 
hoped that a militia would be eſtabliſhed in the north part, 
well as the ſouth part of the iſland, for the defence of the 
bon 1n general, bY | : | 
The right honourable T. Town/hendobjefted to the ſmallneſs Rt. Hon. J. 
the qualifications of officers who were to ſerve, and ſaid Tewn/end. 
xy ought to be raiſed, . 4 
Lord North, after paying great encomiums on this conſti- Lord North, 
bonal mode of defence, replied to the laſt objection, by ob- 

g, that qualifications were higher in the militia, than for 
members to fit in that houſe to make laws. ; 
Governor Johnſtone infiſted that the old act, as it now ſtood, Governor 
ited no amendment, unleſs in cafe of rebellion being in Ire- Jene. 
ld; for the King, in cafe of rebellion or invaſion in this 

Fan, is already empowered to call the militia out in 
teen days. 4 | | 


or, II. 3 Sir 


Sir G-orge Sir George Yonge, for the amendment 3 chat the Houſe hut 

Tenge. always a tight to be jemous and fafpicious, When no reaſonwy 
offered to be affigned, - | 

Lad N. Lord North aid, he ſuw ne decaſton, if the la was 2 
law, it ought not to be reftrained to the continuance 1 
preſent diſturbances in Ametica. The queſtion being put ch 
the amendment, th= committee divided: Ayes 55; Noes 10 

Mr. Alair. Mr. Adair propoſed another amendment, “that the milith 
{ſhould not be called out of their reſpective counties, unlek 

| cafe of actual ĩnvaſion.“ It paſſed in the negative. 

Mr Hay. Mr. Hortley offered a clauſt to impower the King to wt 
the Parliament together in fourteen days,” It was agreed d 
without a diviſion. 5 | 

The Houſe then went into a committee to conſider of the 
petition from Nova Scotia, when they came to the following 
reſolution, which was moved by lord North: 

That the propoſitions contained in the addreſs, petition, 
and memorial of the council and hdufe of aſſembly of te 
province of Nova Scotia, of granting to his Majeſty in ge 
petuity, a duty of poundage ad valorem, upon all commod 
ties imported into the ſaid province, not being the produce oftit 
Britiſh dominions in Europe and America (bay ſalt excepted) 
the ſaid duty to be under the difpoſition of Parliament; is fit 
be accepted; and that the amount of ſaid duty ſhall be ei 
pounds per cent. upon all ſuch commodities. 

I ademnity bill read a fecond time, and committed; up 
which there was no debate. 
A petition of the lemen, clergy, clothiers, man: 
turers, and others, inhabitants of the feveral towns of Wei 
bury, Warminſtet, and Frowbride, and the neighbourla 
thereof, in the county of Wilts, whoſe names are thereutt 

written, waspreſehted to the Houſe, and read; ſetting fo 
That the petitioners are greatly alarmed and furprized,] 
finding certain perſons, —— themſelves the gentlem 
clergy, clothiers, and other tradeſmen, of the towns 
neighbourhood of Bradford, Trowbridge, and Melkit 
in the county of Wilts, approach the Throne of our 1 
gracious Sovereign, and, under the pretence of teſtifying U 
loyalty and affection to his Majeſty, boldly aſſert, in =p 
to the American prohibition. of all commerce with his 
jeſty's European dominions, ** that they the petitions 

no- melancholy effects ariſing therefrom,. or any unuſual 
lure of demand for their manufactures, or of employ 
ſor their poor; and, at this important and alarming * 


U 
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den ſo much depends on the deliberations and reſolutions of 
uuliament, not lefs than the lives, liberties, and properties 
# thouſands of their fellow ſubjects, the petitioners, appre- 
ending that the like miſrepreſentationa may be conyeyed ta 
de Houſe, ſhould hold themſelves unjuſt to their own deareſt 
uereſts, and that of their poſterity, if they did not pub- 
ly expreſs their entire diſapprohation af that malignant 
d uncandid ſpirit which can earry falſhood to the throne ; 
xc the petitioners aſſure the Houſe, that the trade of that 
art of the kingdom has moſt ſenfibly declined ever fince the 
ommencement of the preſent unfortunate and unnatural con: 
ef with America; and that employment for the poor has 
portionably decreafed in like manner, inſomuch that it ap- 
urs, by authentic and undeniahle evidence, that the poor 
tes of the ſaid towns have, during the laſt ten years, grown 
Jan enormous degree, and are now become an almoſt in- 
portable burthen to the inhabitants thereof; and that the 
titioners do not preſume to arraign the wiſdom or juſtice of 
arliament, in the meaſures which have hitherto been adopted 
d purſued towards America, but, as interceſſots on behalf 
their afflicted brethren in the colonies, and in extenuation 
the criminality with which they have been charged, they 
g leave to offer, that their reſiſtance to the right of taxation 
i the Britiſh parliament (from the claim to which, the pre- 
at unhappy differences have originated) has not, as they 
nceive, proceeded from an impatience of ſubordination to 
bat high conſtitutional ſupremacy neceſſarily veſted in the 
ther-country, but in ſupport of an uſage, which an uniform 
ad uninterrupted - enjoyment of more than 150 years had 
en them reaſon to believe themſelves entitled unto, and 
neh Great Britain herſelf had frequently called upon them 
dexerciſe in their own provincial aſſemblies; and the peti- 
oners therefore, conſidering that the vital principle of trade 
Pace and confidenee, not war and diſtraction ; and com- 
monating the tumultuous: and irregular exertion of that 
We yet manly. ſpirit, whoſe features plainly mark its origin 
britiſh anceſtry, and which, though miſguided in them, 
trough our common anceſtors, productive of thoſe 
tlings which make the peculiar boaſt of our happy conſti- 
e, and to which we oe the diſtinguiſhed happineſs that 
© Preſent auguſt family are at this day on the throne of theſe 
g om; and deprecating alſo the horrors of a civil war, 
de event of which, being in the hands of the Almighty, 
terminate in the diſmemþerment of our empire, or in a 
ten and ruinous conqueſt ; and therefore prayine the 
| AaZ3 Houſe, 


In 


— ſe, to take the premiſes into their conſideration, and, for 
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the ſake of peace, for the ſake of trade and commerce, wy 
for the general ſafety, concord, and proſperity, of the while 
empire, for the ſake of our holy religion, and the glory of 
Almighty God, who dwells in prace, to adopt ſuch lenient 
meaſures as may reſtore to this great kingdom and her colonies i: 
that affectionate intercourſe with each other, which alone can 
prevent the manifold evils with which they are now threatened, Wi; 
and eftabliſh the national greatneſs on the broad foundation AT 
of equal rule, and the general happineſs of a free, loyal, and 
united people. Ordered to lie upon the table. | # 
Mr. Burke, who preſented this petition, ſaid, that the i.. 


Mr. Burke. ers were all men who manufactured for themſelves ; and wii: 


thought it his duty before he voted for a war, to knor © 


was authorized to ſay that they poſſeſſed more than 500, 0e 
of Engliſh property. | 
He wiſhed the prayer of that petition to be conſidered as the 
exordium of what he had to fay to the Houſe. He complain 
of the difficulties which in civil wars lay upon moderat 
men, who adviſed lenient meaſures; that their moderatiag 
was attributed to a want of zeal, and their fears for the 
public ſafety, to a want of ſpirit; that on this particu 
occaſion whatever they ſaid to incline the Houſe to lenity 
was conſtrued into a countenance of rebellion ; and ſo may 
arts, and ſo many menaces had been uſed, that if they 
not been oppoſed with a good ſhare of firmneſs by the friend 
to the peace of their country, all freedom of debate, 
indeed all public deliberation, would have been put an end m 
He ſaid, that for his part he was no way intimidated by a 
theſe machinations from doing his duty ; and that nothin 
that could be threatned by thoſe whoſe meaſures had brougi 
this country into ſo deplorable a ſituation, ſhould hinder hi 
from uſing his beſt endeavours to deliver it from its diſtreſe 
The firſt ſtep for this purpoſe, was to get out of genes 
diſcourſes, and vague ſentiments, which he ſaid had been 0 
of the main cauſes of our preſent troubles ; and to 
ate the value of the ſeveral plans that were, or might be pt 
poſed, by an exact detail of particulars. | 
He ſtated, that there were three plans afloat. Firſt, n 
ple war, in order to a perfect conqueſt. Second, a mixture 
war and treaty. And thirdly, peace grounded on conceſia 
As to the firſt plan, that of mere war, he obſerved, that 
was propoſed in two ways; the one dire by conqueſt, f 
other indirect by diſtreſs, In either of theſe ways! 


is. nnr 

ally chat the means of carrying it on were adequate 
\ the end. It did not ſatisfy his conſcience to ſay, that the 
durces of this nation were great; he muſt ſee them. That 
Lore he could truſt to thoſe reſources, on the credit of what 
14 been formerly done, he muſt find the ſituation of the 
antry to be what it formerly was. 


. & a  =-*. 


N He then examined what the miniſters had laid before the 
4, Houſe as the means of carrying on the enſuing campaign. 
at as to the forces which they had made the Houſe ex- 
1a from his Majeſty's allies, all diſcourſe of them had, for 


"ne time, entirely ſubſided : he could, therefore, take cre- 
lit for nothing more on that account, than a handful: of 
Lnoverians, which only anſwered the purpoſe of an imper- 
& ſecurity to ſome of our foreign garriſons. That our 
ational forces to be employed in America, by the account 
| the table, amounted to no more than 26, ooo men. 
this, credit was taken for the army now in America at 
| numbers. He could not allow that eſtimate z as ſup- 
ſing that if the reduction of the troops in future was 
be eſtimated by the paſt, they muſt be reduced to little or 
ming, by the beginning of next campaign, That the 
pops here are only upon paper, and the difficulty of recruit- 
> was acknowl ped. On the whole, he ſaw reaſon to 
prehend that we ſhould not be very materially ftronger at 
e beginning of the next year, than we were at the — 
ing of the laſt, He ſaid, the probable number of troops, 


nt; as he thought the circumſtances of the countty were 
ch, as would diſable them from effecting any thing like a 
pnqueſt of it. | 
a That as to the predatory, or war by diſtreſs (on the nature 
wich he greatly enlarged) he obſerved, that it might irri- 
2 people in the higheſt degree; but ſuch a war had ne- 
yet induced any one people to receive the government of 
other, That it was a kind of war adapted to diſtreſs an 
lependent people, and not to coerce diſobedient ſubjects. 
But his great objection to it was, that it did not lead to a 
ly deciſion The longer our diſtractions continued, the 
ater chance there was for the interference. of the Bourbon 
wers, which in a long protracted war, he conſidered not 
ly u probable, but in a manner certain. That he was ve- 


war with America and theſe powers, acting in con- 
Kon, He entered into a long and particular enumera- 
. ti 


Nene 


hether national or foreign, weighed very little in his judg- 


ſure this country was utterly incapable of carrying on , 


7s 


172 


neither did he ſee any thing of authority to induce him i 


| officer having given an opinion in its favour; and many 4 
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tion of all the dangers and difficulties which muſt aten 
ſuch a war. | | 
He ftated the condition of France at the beginning of thi 
century, and even within a few years; and compared it 
with her preſent fituation. He obſerved, that from being the 
firſt, ſhe was, with regard to effective military power, only the 
fifth Rate in Europe, That ſhe was fallen Bo her former 
rank, folely from the advantages we had obtained over bet; 
and that if foe could humble us, ſhe would certainly recom 
her ſituation. There was now an opportunity for her making 
herſelf, with very little hazard or difficulty, the firſt nur. 
time power in the world; and to inveſt herfelf with evey 
branch of trade, neceſſary to ſecure her in that pre-eminence, 
He admitted, that at preſent there were circumſtances (which 
he mentioned) that might prevent her from availing herfel 
of this opportunity. t, he ſaid, we muſt be mad to truf 
ſuch an intereſt as ours to ſuch a chance; and that they wig 
2 — truſt to the extraordinary Providence of (God, 
y aQing without prudence or foreſight, deſerve to k 
abandoned by his er dinary protection. 

He then obſerved that, as he ſaw no probability of ſuccel 

in the detail of any of the artangments that were propoſed, 


believe that they would ſucceed ; not one military or naw 


the greateſt in both ſervices, having given their opinion d 
rely againſt it. 
That as no man of military experience had vouched fort 
ſufficiency of the force, ſo no man in the commuſſar 
would anſwer for its ſubſiſtence from the moment it leſt i 
ſea coaſt; that therefore its ſubſiſtance and its operation wi 
become incompatible. 
To the objection, that at this rate the Americans mig 
always bring us to unreaſonable terms, by the ſuppoſed 
ility of reducing them by force, he ſaid that he ch 
not help the difficulties which aroſe from nature and the c 
ſtitution of things; that he could not make America neat 
to us than it is; or a country of another nature than 
God has made it. That people who cannot contrive to * 
concile their quarrels, muſt ſuffer the evils that happen * 
divided nation. That he was of opinion, there wi * 
diſhonour at all-in any kind of amicable adjuſtment of « 
meſtic quarrels ; and he would rather yeild an hunt 
points ; when it was Engliſhmen that gave and reccived, 


a Wy 


* Arn 


point to a foreign nation; and we were in ſuch 
-cumſtances that we mult yield to either one or the other. 
After an examination of the merits of the firſt plan, that 
reducing the colonies to obedience by fmple war, in order 
a jer conqueſt, he entered into a diſcuſſion of the ſecond, 
1. That of the mixture of war and treaty. 


f 8 and manifeſt diverſity of ſentiments which 
e led on the treaſury=bench, he thought he could diſcera 
*. his plan had been the moſt generally adopted by miniſ- 


1s, or by thoſe who acted as ſuch. hat no light, how- 
r, had been let in upon the particulars of the ſcheme, ex- 
t in the ſpeech from the throne, It was indeed very 
tte, and that little very fallacious. One would-be inclined 
» think from that ſpeech, that nothing had retarded the re- 
oration of peace, but a doubt, whether thoſe in arms might, 
pon laying them down, obtain a ſpeedy pardon, However, 
he fat was, no pardon had been ever applied for. If nothing 
ad been wanting to conclude the peace but ſuch a power, the 
vmmander in chief might be authoriſed to hold out mercy to 
| thoſe who ſhould ſubmit ; and then there would be no need 
the laborious, expenſive, uncertain, and dilatory proceſs 
2 commiſſion. | 
It was impoſſible to paſs by the very exceptionable man- 
ter in which this power of pardoning was to be dele- 
ated « * they ſhall have authority (fays the ſpeech from 
he throne) to grant general or particular pardons or indem- 
ies, in ſueb manner, and to fuch perſons, as they ſhall 
bink fit.” A ſhocking, arbitrary power, not to be trufted 
d any perſons, as giving encouragement to dangerous par- 
ahties, and tending rather to diſtract than to quiet the coun- 
ty. That the rule of pardon, when delegated to ſubjects, 
zit not to be their pleaſure or diſpleaſure, but the com- 
Jlance or non-compliance of the guilty, wich certain fixed 
muittons, That fome ſuch diſcretionary power as that 
toned in the ſpeech, ſeems to be given already, and to 
produced the miſchiefs which might be expected from it. 
or that general Gage had already, whether by himſelf, or 
order from miniſters, made a very indiſereet uſe of it, by 
tng:mercy to thoſe who were openly in arms, and actually 

ging him in his ſtation, and excluding from meroy 
loſe who were five hundred miles from him, * and then ſit- 


ting 
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*. Meſſrs, Hancock and Adams, who were excapted in the 
Facral pardon offered by general Gage on ſubmiſſion, whilſt 
ud, Putnam, &c, beſicging him, were ner excepted. 
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ting in an aſſembly never declared by authority to be il 
an aſſembly, from which the miniſters in the Houſe of ol 
mons had at one time declared they were not without hopes of 
propoſals, which might lead to accommodation, On thi 
part of the ſpeech from the throne he animadverted with grey 
ſeverity. 

He tid he underſtood, that inſtead of the Americans wii, 
ing for pardons,” they were to be perſuaded by negotiation 9 
accept them. Therefore it would be ry to examine 
what body of men it was that adminiſtration propoſed 9 
negotiate with, and what the objects of the negotiation wen 
to be. | 

That if he did not miſtake the diſcourſes of miniſters, they 
did not now propoſe to negotiate with the preſent, or with 
any other General eſs or meeting, but with the ſexy 
Nagl diſtinctly. In this ſcheme, he ſaid, they kney 
that they could not ſucceed. Becauſe there was one princip 
province, that of Maſſachuſet's bay, whoſe aſſembly, underther 
charter, was deſtroyed by act of Parliament. That no affemhl 
would fit in that province under the new conſtitution ; becuſ 
if it ſhould, the inhabitants muſt, as a preliminary, yield ti 
principal object for which they had taken up arms; and thu 
turn the negotiation againſt themſelves, even before it ſhoulf 
be opened. That this province was the actual ſeat of wir 
as its ſufferings had been the cauſe of the war itſclf, Tre 
mult therefore ſtumble upon the threſhold. 

That befides this obje&ion, (which was fundamental) ane 
gotiation with ſo _ provinces, of ſuch different conf 
tutions, tempers, and opinions, never could come to. ut 
end. In the mean time our hoſtile operations with the 
whole train of diſaſters, accidents, and ruinous expence 
would be continued, to the deſtruction of this country andd 
that. That the hope of dividing the colonies, on which ti 
part of the plan was founded, and wich was even avon 
as a reafon for adopting it, would be the moſt unfortunal 
thing that could happen; as it would protract the war, u 
complicate its horrors and miſeries, without a poſlibility d 
ending it. It was, he faid, a vain imagination, that any 
the colonies would take up arms in favour of miniftry, fort 
execution of any of their plans; and that a part of the cor 
nies was ſufficient, at Jeaſt to keep this war aliye, until 
interference of foreign powers ſhould render it utterly « 
ſtructive. | . 

That with regard to the objects of the treaty, —the/ m 

be conceſſions on the ſide of the colonies; or upon ours; 


1. DE BAT E S. 

pon doth, That upon their ſide they muſt be either Pecu- 
lative recognitions of rights upon à large à ſcale as we had 
deimed them; and this it was abſolutely certain they never 
zuld ſubmit to; or upon @ leſſer, excluding taxation, and its 
mſeguences, and this they had ſubmitted to already; ſo that 
there ſeemed to be no object of the ſpeculative kind, which 


12 it neceſſary to poſtpone peace by a protracted negotia- 


Fuat the other object of treaty might be a practical recog- 
ui on of our right of taxing for a revenue; that this revenue 
0 as to be either nominal or beneficial; if only nominal, it 
nounted to nothing more than that ſpeculative acknowledg- 
bent of right, which we knew they would for ever refuſe to 
uke. If beneficial and productive, it was to be either by 
bmitting to lord North's propoſition, namely, that of 
reing them to furniſh a contingent by authority of Parlia- 


ele 


be 


at; or — to their ancient mode, by a voluntary 
5 ant of their own aſſemblies. 


If the former, we know, ſaid he, they have already rejected 
hat propoſitian ; and never can ſubmit to it, without abandon- 
ig that point, for the maintenance of which they have riſked 
tir all. If it only requires, that they ſhould reſort to their 
deient mode of granting by their aſſemblies, they have de- 
lared again and again, from the beginning of this conteſt to 

end, that they were willing to contribute according to 
eir ability, as e/ffimated by themſelves, who were the 
dzes of what their ability was. That ability would be leſ- 
ned, if not totally be deſtroyed, by the continuance of thoſe 
bubles. This armed negotiation for taxes would therefore 
Kvitably defeat its own purpoſes; and prevent for ever the 
fidility of raiſing any revenue, either by our authority, 
1 that of their on aſſemblies. g 

hat if the miniſters treated for a revenue, or for any other 
wpoſe, they had but two ſecurities for the performance of 
terms: either the ſame force which compelled theſe 
bs; or the honour, ſincerity, and good inclination of the 
ee. If they could truſt the people to keep the terms 
ent force, they might truſt them to make them without 
de. If nothing but force could hold them, and that they 
it nothing but independenqy, as the ſpeech from the throne 
, then the Houſe was to conſider how a ftanding army 
20,000 men, and 70 ſhips of war, could be conſtantly kept 
in America, A people meaning independency, will not mean 
tte leſs, becauſe they have, to avoid a preſent inconve- 
"$7 pans to treaty. 71 after all our ſtruggles, 


0 
- our 
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our hold on America, is, and muſt be, her good inclinatig, 
If this fails, all fails; and we bad better truſt to the hy. 
nieſty of the colonies,” before we had ruined ourſelves, thy 

aſter ; before we had irritated them, than after we h 

Wienated their affections for ever. N 
That the troops ſent for the purpoſe of farwarding, wad 
eertainly impede the negotiation. That it was impoſſit 
the provincials could be mad enough to lay down their amy 
whilſt a great adverſe military power remained in their tou 
try, without any aſſurance whatſoever of their obtaining 17 
one of the points for which they had contended. This wall 
not be to negociate, but to ſurrender at diſcretion. All th 

ievances they had complained of, were contained in a& 
'of Parliament. Lord North had declared very truly, 
nobedy, could have power 'to negociate for the repeal of 


of Parhament. | | 
But if the colonies ſhould incline to put any confidence int 
certain influence of miniſtry over Parliament, even that gra 
confidence muſt fail them; as they cannot tell whether th 
Fame miniſters will continue in power; and that even att 
very time no two perſons upon the treaſury-bench wer! 
the ſame opinion, on the conduct to be held towards Amend 
Which of thoſe opinions would finally prevail, no man lin 
could divine. That this uncertainty might continuet 
armed negociation for ſeveral years, to the utter ruin of bo 
. as ally ſtrong reaſons againft 
He gave many other equ reaions 
Some ; and concluded this — of dis ſoeech, by obſervin 
that although the mixed plan of war and negotiation col 
anſwer no good end in future, it might have a retroſpet 
operation,—to juſtify the minifters in the uſe of their for 
proceedings. For force and conceſſion going out toget 
If peace ſhould be the reſult, (miniſters would attribute 
ſucceſs, not to the conceſſion, but to the force, So thi 
this delay, bloodſhed, and expence, was incurred merely 
furniſh miniſters with an excuſe in debate. 
After going through the two firſt plans, he ſpoke to4 
third (his own) that of a conceſſion previous 10 treaty. 
He obferyed, that as he put no great truſt in any neg 
tion, and none at all in an armed negotiation, his idea® 
to have very little treaty ; and that little as ſhort as pow 
The Houſe was therefore at that time to judge, woe 
was neceſſary to make any conceſſion to the colonies: i 
ſhould appear to them that ſuch conceſſion was necelſan, 
yas clearly of opinion, that they ought to make it in 
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ch, and of their own free grace. This he thought of 
ie dighity with regard to themſelves, and of much mote 
Keacy with regard to the quiet of the colonies, than' the 
urn upon treaty which had been propoſed. | 
Rnd that the firſt ground of treaty muſt he confidence; 
that the colonies never could confide for the effect of any 
meeſoh (as he had ſhewn in examining the foregoing plan) 
4 leſs aſſurance than that of Parliament itſelf. 71 
He then ſhewed, by à variety of inſtances, collected from 
public proceedings during the laſt ten years, how neceſ- 
wy it was that government fhould be aided by Parliament in 
efabliſhing that confidence which had been fflaken by 
be proceedings, and that ſome firm ground ſhould be laid as 
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widation for future pesce. h 

lle wis of opinion, that this foundation of confidence was 
one the more neceſſary, from the conftitution of the pre- 
ut ministry. That in no time or country, or under any 
of government, was the power of miniſters ſuffered to 
ive the ſucceſs of their counſels; or the ſame men permitted 
infamhe a dependent people to arms; ant then to appeaſe 
em by con ns. That the duke of Alva would be a 
age plenipotentiary- to have ſent, for making the con- 

hons,” which King Philip the Second propoſed to the 
ftrfarids, In concen, the credit of a fate is ſaved by 
Gfsrace of 4 miniſter; becauſe it is his counſel alone that 
diſcredited, But wen the very ſame miniſters do and ufid6;; 
oſequerice of the refiftinee'they meet, it is the nation itfelF 
| fubmits. Beſides, te alledged that all treaty is more eaſy, 
erer conceſſions are required by all men, when they have 
nadefice in oſe they treat with. an 

He vs convinced, tfax the mete remidval of the offenſive 
would have given fatisfaction in former times, and 
M amicable hands. But now things are on another 
ms; and if more eonceffion is required, it is becauſe 

dicious coercion has made it” neceſfity. That he had 

93- wiſhed' to preſerve the legiſlative power of this king- 
entire in every thing; and that it was with great 
he ſaw, that even aWodious and ſcarcely ever to be exer- 
part of it, was to be abandoned. But when the maxims 
public cotincils' are Rot ſteady, it is neceſſary that laws 
ld ſupply the want of prudence. That it was thus, and 
F this reaſon, that limits had been ſet to abſolute power in 
countries; and that power (though not abſolute) had been 
flerved, not deſtroyed by ſuch limitations. x oY 
B b 2 That 


x78 


PARLIAMENTARY. A, 11x, 
That we were now in a quarrel; and in putting an end u 
any quarrel, it is neceſſary to look to its origin; that the 
origin of this preſent difference had evidently been upon thy 
ſubject of taxation. I hat an arrangement of this queſtion, eithe 
by. enforcement or conceſſion, was a preliminary eſſential u 
peace. That the Houſe ought to eſtimate the full value of 
the. object to be conceded, before they agree to give it up, 
If they were of opinion, that the taxation of America could 
repay them their expences, or compenſate their riſks, they 
ought to purſue it. If, on the contrary, it was evident he. 
ond all contradiction, and ſo evident as to force reiterated a. 
— that they never could enjoy a moment's quit 
as long as that matter of contention continued —it was then 
altogether as eſſential to the preſervation of their own auto 
rity in all other points, as to the liberty of America and f 
quiet of the whole empire, to give it up, with ſuch limit, 
tions in the conceſſion, as the rights of ſovereignty required, 
That the Parliament of Great Britain were not therepre 
five, but (as Lord Joby Cavendiſh had ſaid, fome days befor, 
with great truth and propriety) the ſovereign of America. Th 
the —— was not in its nature an idea of abſtract unity; 
but was capable of great complexity and. infinite modificationy 
according to the temper of thoſe who are to be governed, and 
the circumſtances of things; which being infinitely diver 
fied, government ought to be adapted to them, and ta cu 
form itſelf to the nature of things, and nat to endeavour tt 
force them, T hat although taxation was inherent in Ul 
ſepreme power. of ſociety, taken as an aggregate, it did u 
follow that it muſt reſide in any particular power in that f 
ciety. That in the ſociety of England, for inſtance, f 
King is the ſovereign; but the power of the purſe is not! 
his hands; and this does not derogate from his power in th 
things, in which our. conſtitution has attributed power! 
him. If Parliament be the ſovereign power of Amend 
Parliament may, by its own act, for wiſe purpoſes, putt 
local power of the purſe into other hands than its own, wit 
out diſclaiming its juſt prerogative in other particulars. 
That formerly, whatever their right might be to i, %,, 4 
Kings of England were in the practice of levying taxes by tit 
own authority, upon the people of England; they conteal 
ed that the crown, being charged with the public defend 
muſt be furniſhed alſo with the means of providing for 
That it would be abſurd to commit a truſt into the band 
one perſon, and to leave the power of executing it to 9 
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won the will of another. They therefore held, that this 

ner was inſeparable from the crown; and in general they 

wade uſe of the very arguments in favour of the King's inde- 

efible right to tax the people of England, that are now ufed 

he Parliament of England, to tax the people of America. 
otwithſtanding all theſe arguments, one of the greateſt of 

r Kings, by an expreſs and poſitive act, cut off from the So- 

reign power this right of taxing. . 

This act which has been the foundation of the unity and 

ppineſs of me ſince that time; that is, the ſtat. 35 

ward I. called Statutum de. tallagio non concedendo, r. 

urke made his pattern; and from thence (if his plan ſhould | 
adopted) he hoped the ſame. good effects in future. That | 
is pattern, ſtatute was abſolutely /ilent about the right ; but | 
pofined itſelf to giving ſatisfaction in future; and that it 

d down no genera! principles which might tend to affect the 

al prerogative in other particulars, That in all human | 
ability the preſervation of the other branches of the pro- | 
ative was owing to the clear and abſolute ſurrender of this. | 
15 te then * that the ſtatute de tallagio non concedendo | 
pot I * _ ' | 

e obſerved, that this ſtatute conſiſted of three capital , | 
ts; a renounciation of taxing,---a repeal of all ſtatutes 
hich had been made upon a contrary principle,---and a ge- | 
al pardon, He then read his own bill, and ſhewed its 
fformity to the ſpirit of that act, ſuppoſing Great-Britain 

ſand in the place of the Sovereign, and America in that of 

ſubet, That the circumſtances are not indeed in every 

Ipett exaZZly parallel, but that they are ſufficiently ſo to 4 

V bis following an example that gave ſatisfaction and ſecu- 

on the ſubject of taxes, and left all other rights and powers, 
atioeyer exactly upon the bottom on which they ſtood before. 

It arrangement had been made. 5 8 | 

He then gave his reaſons for not adopting the methods, 

Ich (rough not propoſed in the Houſe) had been frequent- 

7 ed in converſation by ſeveral friends and well wiſh-. 

0 | 


Aud firſt he mentioned the . propoſal. for repealing the de-, 


try a of 1766. On this occaſion he entered into the 
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wo | 42 
ent 7 of that act, the reaſons for making of it; and the | 
or ed acquieſcence of the colonies under it; until by the re- | 
of the ſcheme of actual taxation their apprehenſions 1 
ep Pouſed, and they were taught to look with fuſpicion and 


or upon the unlimited powers of Britiſh legiſlature. 1 
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the repeal of a declaratory a& was a thin impoſſible; fob 
was —— leſi, than to make an aca elf of py 
tering propoſitions that were falſe, and making claims that 
were groundleſs. That the difgrace of an Englith Parliament 
could add nothing to the ſecurity of American liberty.---Tha 
on the contrary our inconſtancy would become a bad grown 
of truſt. That the declaratory act had been miſrepreſented 
as if it had been the cauſe of the taxation; whereas the — 
ſcheme of taxation had preceded the declaratory act, and not 
been —— — of it. That the act has faid fothingi 

particular of taxation, but is an affirmation of the an. 
2 of the legiſlative” power of Great-Britain over the cob 
nies. --- That rf this act were repealed, rt would be a d-tidlof 
ae 92 as the affirmation of it in * 
i6 repealed;---Fhat he was averſe to doing any thing 
ſpeculations of fight. Becauſe when Parliviniet made 15 
conetſſion, che boutids of it were clear and preciſe; 
when they made —— — in 1 

principles,” the conſequences e principles were 
out of the power of ary legiflature 6e Ent. That this bul 
ve as effectual a ſecurity future taxation as 1 
tion of right could poffibly do; and that it put An: 


nean liberty in that . a footing 2 
FE ih Hberty itſelf. 8 * 
all the alt 
NB 


e next — — the p 

mae 1765 This he ſhew impoſe, e; without ruini 
the whole em of the trade laws, and ſome of 606 laws al 
which are extremely beneficial to America. "That all the lan 

which leaned upon the colonies, and were the cauſe or co 
ſequence of our quarrel, were to be ed in this bl 
which made proviſion likewiſe for authoriſing ſuch à ng 
dation as might tend to the ſettlement of all thoſe len 
matters to the mutual advantage of the 2 "That d 
congreſs did not require this ſweep! imma 
to peace; biifthat-even if it had, he was for * of pe 
with and making conceſfions to che colonies, and not re 
laws from them. That - did not conceive, that ben 
— peace th „ e perfevere in 


ching wh claimed in the height 
Gee el, Per e — Hh of che quarrel was tara 


— removed, the reſt would not be difficult. Fot! 
denied that the Jefire of abſolute independency was or cot 
be general in the colonies. It was fo contrary to their clean 
intereſts, provided their liberties were preſerved, that , 
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om diſpelieving them, 'when they denied ſuch 2 deſign, he 
wid ſcarcely credit them if they ſhould aſſert it. He then 
ated five or Gx capital facts, to prove that independency, 
wither was or could be their object. | 
He faid he was confident, bath from the nature of the 
bing, and from information which did not uſe to fail him, 
at this bill would reſtore immediate peace; and as much 
belience ag could be expected after ſo rude a ſhock had 

ven to government, and after ſo us Jo continuance of public 
Iaurbauces. That in this bill, a baſis was laid for ſuch ſatis- 
action in the minds of all ſober people in America, as would 
mable government to fix and ſettle, if common prudence 
rere employed in its future conſtruction and management. 
at in the firſt operation it would be the true means of grvid- 
America. Not the dangerous and fallacious method of 


"8 PS AAS 7” oe 2 


„ag which had been. propoſed, and from which nothing 
of Wt confuſion could grow; not the diviſion of province from 
it WWcoviace, or the rich from the poor; or the landed from the 
ng intereſt; but the diviſion of the peaceable from the 
Gus; che quiet from the ambitious; the friends to the 
ot WWWaity of the empire, from the projectors of independence. 
st this would put the ſtandard of American liberty into 


he hands of the friends to Britiſh government; and when 
tis was done, there was no doubt, but that a ſenſe ot intereſt, 
atural affection, the dread of the horrors of war, and even 
te love of freedom itſelf, better ſecured by ſuch an act, than 
yy any ſchemes of bazardous ſpeculation, would leave the 
ally factious very few followers or companions. 
He then ſtrongly urged: the neceflity of granting peace to 
ircolonies on terms ob: freedom; dilated largely on the un- 
ertainty (to ſay no worſe) of obtaining it upon any other; 
d the utter impoſſibility of preſerving it in future, without 
ang the minds of the people at reſt. He dwelt largely on 
ve miſchiefs which we muſt ſuffer by the continuance of this 
| He refted little on the conſideration. of trade and 
brenue ; he put that out of the queſtion, as a matter that 
huld require a large diſcuſſion by itſelf ; but chiefly aimed 
thewing, that in the progreſs of: this buſineſs new powers 
uſt be daily added to the crown; ſo that in ſeeking to de- 
y the freedom of others we may fail to obtain what. we 
ue, and in the purſuit may loſe our own liberty. On 
Jus bead he dwelt very largely, and concluded the whole 
th a warm and earneſt addreſs to the conſciences of the 
embers, and an exhortation not to truſt to general good 
; | intention 
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tat under the name of government, it was not the ambit 


_ * habited by great multitudes of his Majeſty's ſubjects, wk 


ceived themſelves to be much a 
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intention and to an opinion, that what _— doing jy 
for the ſupport of government, when it was from eviden, 


the intereſt, the ignorance and obſtinacy of particular na 
that they were ſupporting ; that they were bound not to gin 
confidence, where rational grounds of confidence did not ap, 
pear ; and that anarchy inſtead of government and civil co 
fuſion inftead of peace and obedience would be the conks. 
quence of an enconragement given by that Houſe to a hl 
perſeverance in meaſures, which were not conceived yith 
' wiſdom, or conducted with ability. | 

* He moved, That leave be given to bring in a bill for am 
pofeng the preſent troubles, and for quieting the minds of bis Ms 
es ſubjetts in America.” ho 


The following is a copy of the bill, 


WHEREAS, by the bleſſing of Almi wy God, and thei 

' duftry, enterprize and courage of ſeveral of the people of thi 
realm, extenſive and valuable territories have been acquirediz 
America to the crown of Great Britain, which are nowi 


dave cultivated and improved the ſame for the moſt parts 
their own charges, to the great encreaſe of the commerce 
- naval ſtrength of this kingdom, and have alſo, of their on 
free gift, made proviſion for the ſupport of the civil goren 
ment within their ſaid plantations, have maintained many 

penſive wars againſt the Indian nations, and have at ſund 
times granted large ſums of money, and other very confide 
ble aids to his Majeſty, and his royal predeceſſors, to ſuppul 
them againft the enemies of this kingdom, notwithſtandig 
which the inhabitants of the ſaid colonies have been mak 
liable to ſeveral] taxes given and granted in Parliament, fort 
- purpoſe of raifing a revenue, when they have had no knight 
or burgeſſes, or others of their own chuſing, to repreſt 

them in Parliament; and from the great diſtance of the 
colonies from this land, and other impediments, are not # 
- conveniently to ſend: repreſentatives to the ſaid Parliame 
- whereby the ſaid inhabitants of the Britiſh colonies have cc 
rieved, and thereby gf 
; troubles have ariſen, and are likely to continue, if a ff, 
- remedy be not provided. Wherefore, we pray your May 
that it may be enacted and declared, and it is bereby ena 
and declared, by, &c. &c. &c. e +25: 008 
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That no aid, ſubſidy, tax, duty, loan, benevolence, or 
ny other burthen or impoſition whatſoever, ſhall be granted, 
id, aſſeſſed, .levied, or collected upon the inhabitants of any 


irtue of any act of Parliament, or in any other manner, or 
y an other authority, than the voluntary grant of the gene- 
1 aſembly, or general court of each colony or plantation, 


herwiſe confirmed according to the uſage of each province 
eſpeRively, any law, ſtatute, cuſtom, right, prerogative, 
r any other matter whatſoever to the — notwithitand- 
7, Saving to his Majeſty, his heirs, and ſueceſſors, his 
aht of reſerving and collecting quit-rents, and other his 


is act not repealed, and ſaving and reſerving to all pro- 
rietories and charter-companies, their antient rights, pti- 
jleges, and poſſeſſions. | 
Provided always, that nothing in this act ſhall extend, or 
conſtrued to extend, to reſtrain the future impoſition, and 
y of duties and taxes for the regulation of trade and com- 
e in all the dominions, to the imperial crown of this 
alm belonging. | ; 
And in order to remove all doubt and uneaſineſs from the 
nds of his Majeſty's ſubjeQs in the colonies, it is hereby 
ther enacted, that if any act of Parliament ſhall be here- 
er made for the purpoſe of ſuch regulation or trade, the pro- 
de of the duties thereby laid, ſhall be held by the collectors, 
receivers of his Majeſty's cuſtoms, for the diſpoſal of the 
eral aſſemblies, as if the ſame had been levied by the au- 
ity of the ſeveral general aſſemblies in the ſaid colonies. 
And whereas, during theſe troubles, the aſſemblies, or in- 
bitants of the ſaid colonies, have formed a general meeting, 
Ich ſaid mecting was not authoriſed by law to make any 
Kt or reſolution, or to do any other act of force, to bind 
Majeſty's ſubjects. And whereas it may be neceſſary, 
the ſaid colonies ſhould have authority to do certain acts 
common conſent, which ſhould conclude the whole body 
the ſaid colonies. Be it therefore enacted, that it ſhall 
may be lawful for his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, 
ue authority to his governors in America, to require the 
| ſeveral aſſemblies to ſend deputies to a general meeting, 
full powers to bind their ſaid ſeveral provinces, to all 
done by a majority of voices in the ſaid general meeting, 
cd meeting, and the powers thereof, ſhall ceaſe and deter- 
or, III. Ce misc 


aloay or plantation in America, by the authority, or in. 


ad which ſhall be aſſented to by his Majeſty's governor, and 


ntient dues and revenues, and all other duties and taxes by 
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mine on — — — — —— — If not further continued h 
Parliament. 

And whereas, in conſequence of the late troubles ſerery 
acts of Parliament have been made for the purpoſe of coercin 
and reſtraining the colonies, of which an advantage has been 
taken to * the ſame, as if a deſign had been formed v 
deprive the people of the ſaid colonies of ſeveral rights, bene. 
fits, and advantages of nature, and of the Britiſh conftitution, 
which hath greatly encreaſed the difcontents of the colonies, 
and fomented the troubles in America. In order, therefore, 
to quiet the minds of his Majeſty's ſubjects in America, and 
to reclaim the diſobedient by that lenity, which ought u 
have the ſtrongeſt operation on the minds of free ſubjedh, 
be it enacted, that an act made in the ſeventh year of his 
preſent Majeſty, intituled “ An act for granting certain du. 
ties in the Britiſh colonies and plantations in America, fe 
allowing a drawback of the duties of cuſtoms upon the ex Wi” 
portation frog this kingdom, of coffee and cocoa nuts, d 
the produce of the ſaid colonies or plantations ; for diſcons 
tinuing the drawbacks, payable on China earthen ware, ex 
ported to America; and for more effectually preventing 
clandeſtine running of goods in ſaid colonies and plum 
tions.” Alſo one other act, made in the fourteenth year g 
the reign of his preſent Majeſty, intituled . An act to diſe 
tinue in ſuch manner, and for ſuch time, as are therein me 
tioned, the landing and diſcharging, lading or ſhipping, « 

oods, wares, 4 merchandize, at the town, and with 
he harbour of Boſton, in the province of Maſlachuſet's N 
in North America.” Alſo one other act, made in the ſe 
teenth year of his preſent Majeſty, intituled “ An ad f 
the impartial adminiſtration of juſtice in caſes of perſo 
queſtioned for any acts done by them in the execution of H 
law, or ſor the ſuppreſſion of riots and tumults in the pro¹]è * 
of Maſſachuſet's Bay, in New England.” Alſo, one ot 

act made in the fourteenth year of the reign of his preſent 

jeſty, intituled “ An act for the Better regulating the g 
vernment of the province of the Maſſachuſet's Bay, in 
England,“ be hereby ſeverally and reſpectively repealed. 
And the King's moſt excellent Majeſty taking into bis gn” 
cious conſideration, the great troubles, diſcords, and wats, 
have of late been in ſome of his Majeſty's colonies in Amen 
and that divers of his ſubjects are, by occaſion thereof, 
otherwiſe, fallen into, and be obnoxious to great pains® 
E out of a _ and pious deſire to put an end 

aits and controverſies, that by occaſion of the late diſtraa 
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in America, have ariſen, of may ariſe, between his ſubjects; 
ind to the intent, that no crime whatſoever, committed 
zpainſt bis Majefty, ſhall hereafter riſe in judgment, or be 
brought in queſtion, againſt any of them, to the leaſt en- 
damagement of them, either in their lives, liberties, or 
eſtates, or to the prejudice of their reputations ; and to bury 
al ſeeds of future diſcords and remembrance of the former, 
2s well in his own breaſt, as in the breaſts of his ſubjects, one 
towards another ; is graciouſly pleaſed, that it may be enacted, 
and be it enacted, &c. &c, F 
That all and all manner of treaſons, miſpriſions of treaſons 
murders, felonies, offences, crimes, contempts, and miſde- 
meanors, counſelled, commanded, acted or done fince the 


a — — — — by any perſon or perſons in Ame- 
(, before the —— ? — — — by virtue, or 
{colour of any command, power, authority, commiſfion, war- 
ent or inſtruction from his Majeſty, or from any other per- 


ſon or perſons, deriving or pretending to derive authority, 
mediately or immediately, from his Majeſty, or of or from 
y aſſembly, council, general court, convention, congreſs, or 
/ * ge gre 
neeting, in any of his Majeſty's-colonies in America, called 
dr reputed, or taking on them the name of the aſſembly, 
ouncil, or general court, of any of his Majefty's colonies in 
\merica, or of a general congreſs, or provincial congreſs ; 
Ir any other name or ſtyle whatſoever, or by virtue or colbur 
{ any writ, commiſſion, or inſtructions of or from any per- 
on or perſons, reputed, or taken to be, or claiming or ex- 
ing the power of commander in chief of the continental 
my in America, or of any provincial army, or commander 
any army, or body of troops whatſoever, within any of 
us Majeſty's colonies in America, by fea or land, or of any 
Magiſtrate or officer, within any of the ſaid colonies, or by 
by pretence, warrant, or command whatſoever, from them, 
any of them, or their, or any of their reſpective counſel or 
bunſels, or any member of ſuch counſel or counſels, or from 
wy perſon or perſons whatſoever, deriving, or pretending to 
nve authority from them, or any of them, be pardoned, re- 
led, indemnified, diſcharged, and put in utter oblivion, 
And that all and every the perſon and perſons, acting, ad- 
lhng, aſſiſting, abetting, and counſelling the ſame, they, 
ir heirs, executors, and adminiftrators, be, and are here- 
40888” pardoned, releaſed, acquitted, indemnified, and diſcharged 
nme fame; and of and from all pains of death, and other 
ans, judgments, indictments, informations, convictions, 
Anders, outlawries, penalties, eſcheats, and forfeitures, 
Cc2 and 


13; 


Hon. R. J. The hon. R. B. Walſingham ſeconded Mr, Burke's ng 


— Ei ded, that the greater diſpoſition Great Britain ſhewed towa 
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and every of them, and all grants thereupon made, and 1 
eſtates derived under the ſame, be and are hereby declared a 
- enacted to be, from henceforth null and void; extinguiſhin 
all actions, ſuits, demands, and proſecutions, civil, ot al 
minal, public or private, except for the reſtoration of ſy 
eſtates, as have been, or ſhall be, ſeized from the ownen 
during the troubles ; and for reſtoring to the ſaid owners th 
mean profits of the ſame, Provided, that arms not takeny 
by his Majeſty's authority, ſhall be laid down by our ſubjeds 
in the ſaid provinces, within —. 


tion. | 
Right hon, Welbore Ellis replied to Mr. Burke; and ud. 


- conciliation, the more obſtinate, rebellious, and inſolent 
America would become. 
Sir George Savile, in ſupport of the motion, which nt 
only inyolved in it the liberties of America, but even thoſe i 
Great-Britain ; for he ſaid it would be the height of creduliy 
and madneſs to expect that Britain could long retain her con 
ſtitution inviolate, if America were reduced to a ſtate of uncop- 
ſtitutional ſubjection. The miniſters have often ſaid, tig 
do not know what America wants, for that ſhe is every dy 
riſing in her demands, He could very eaſily imagine the lead- 
ing people of America, the congreſs, to be like the miniſty, 
A number of men perhaps not thoroughly united, We ha 
the noble lord [lord North] who is one day for concil 
tion; but as ſoon as the firſt word is out, he is checked and 
controuled, and inſtead of conciliation, out comes confuſion 
Declared, upon his word, the noble lord's character and 
frankneſs ought not to be ſo treated. He is uſed as if meu 
to be made a fool of. He could ſuppaſe the people in tie 
congreſs pulling different ways, as they do here. Now, ſi 
he, ſuppoſe we are the congreſs. The leading men fit t 
(pointing to the treaſury bench) for inſtance ; the | 
gentleman [Mr. Wedderburne] for his quiet and tempera 
character, ſpirit of moderation, deep philoſophy, love of f 
berty and his country, I will ſuppoſe is Dr. Franklin. | 
have fixed upon him, beſides, as his particular friend... H 
neighbour [lord G. Germain] is general Putnam. His 8 
neighbour [lord North] is Mr. Adams. And there is a gf 
tleman there, I can ſuppoſe to be Mr. Hancock—l K 
our pardon, Mr. Speaker, [bowing to the Speaker] you? 
— — Now I will ſuppoſe all theſe great men g 
together ; and our Dr, Franklin to take up the defence o | 
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1 maſter. I will only ſuggeſt the topics upon which he would 

no talk. {Here Sir George put all the ftrongeſi words and argu 
nt in defence of America, into the mouth of this ſuppoſed Dr. 

a Franklin, and went on in the ſame manner with the other ſup- 

0 LA | | 

the Sir Grey Cooper inſiſted, that the ſureſt means of amicably Sir Cr 


xdjuſting the differences between the two countries, and to 
ſettle their reſpective rights on a ſolid baſis would be to ſhow, 
that any conceſſion on our part proceeded from our love of 
juſtice, not from an dread of the reſiſtance we might pro- 
hably meet with in the execution of our deſigns; the ſtronger 
we were, therefore, the more dignity and effect our negotia- 
tions would have. 


en 

experment of fomenting a civil war, and the obſtinacy, if 
1e vot worſe, of proſecuting it at ſo great a riſque, and at ſuch 
e enormous expence. | 


„ ithority of Parliament. 


id, it was one day peace, another day war; one day it was the 
ommerce only of America, that was worth preſerving ; next 
lay every thing was to be ſacrificed to the ſupreme, undefined 
uthority of Parliament; and the laſt day, (upon the land- 
) he perceived the miniſter returned to his former ground, 
10-888" abſolutely and expreſsly contended for the right of taxa- 
lon, the exerciſe of that right, and that too for the purpoſe 
f raiſing a revenue, in order to lighten the burthens of this 
buntry, 


Mom he had aQed till that day; that he now muſt differ 
dom them, becauſe he was convinced their meaſures were 
nous, and the object impracticable. | 


polingn, 


Lord Offory for the motion; diſapproved of the dangerous 14. O. 


Lord Advocate of Scotland againſt America; and in ſup- Lord Advo- 
port of the power of the ſtate, and the ſupreme legiſlative _ Scots 


Lord Fobn Cavendiſh for the motion, and ſevere upon the Lord Jobs 
iniſters, particularly upon the want of union among them, C. 


Honourable Mr. Fitzpatrick for the motion, He declared Hoo. Mr. 
good opinion of the gentlemen in adminiſtration, with *#=f«trick. 


Mr. Adam againſt the motion, | Mr. Alam, 
The Lord Mayor (Mr. Sawbridge] for the motion. Lord Mayer 
Colonel On/low againſt the motion. Col. Onſlow. 
Right honourable T. Townſhend for the motion. He ar- Rt. Has T 
ned and condemned adminiflration in ſevere terms. | Townſhend, 
Governor Poawnall, He was ſorry, he ſaid, that the Houſe Governor 

gone into the queſtion of the right of taxation, on a pro- Pi. 


| 
| 
f 
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poſition, which waving that queſtion, was moved folely a 
the ground of expediency. he gentleman who moyed | 
had ſtudiouſſy avoided touching upon the right, and yet te 
Houſe had been now near ſeven hours talking upon a jubjg, 
which kad nothing to do with the queſtion of the day. k 
was ſorry to find, that this diſcuſſion had been carried u 
with mutual reproaches of parties, one againſt another, & 
longs ſaid he, as the Houſe will dwell upon this point, ay 
ſo long as parties ſhall be, as they always are on this poin, 
more ſolicitous to diſcriminate their own principles, to defead 
the rectitude and conſiſtency of their particular line of coy 
duct, in reprobation of that of others, we never can comet, 
any real ſettlement of this matter. | 
Ir ſeems now, at length, high time to ſay fomething to the 
matter propoſed, and to the real queſtion before you, H 
ſaid if he had riſen earlier in the day to ſpeak, he ſhoulf 
Have followed the. honourable geatleman through the whel 
of his reaſoning, as well as examined the propoſition wit 
which he concluded: but now, after ſo long a debate, anda 
ſo late an hour, he ſhould confine himielf fimply to the pr 
poſition. | | 
Ig che ſtating of it, he begged the attention of the gentle 
man, that if he miſ-ſtated it, he might be corredted. 
The honourable gentleman has ſtated this buſineſs as lying 
in three lines of confideration, or three plans, on which! 
might be taken up. The firſt was direct war; the ſecond, e: 
mixture of war and negotiation ; and, thirdly, his plan 
conceſſion, previous to a'l treaty ; that is, conceſſtons made: 
preliminaries to peace. The firſt part of his ſpeech endeavo 
to prove, that war was impracticable; his ſecond part ma 
taken up to ſhew, that the mixt plan, as he calls it, muſt 


à ſeries of fruitleſs perplexities. He ſays, it was neceſuſ u 
to diſpoſe of, as he expreſſed it, theſe two ideas firſt, d 


he might make N for the third, his own plan. In M 
manner of doing, he has juſtified the propriety of mori; 
the previous queſtion ; becauſe, Sir, if his plan cannot Mer 


confidered till the mixt plan, which he ſuppoſes to be 1 
miniſter's plan is 84 of, we ought: to know, f 
what that plan is, and not be ſatisfied with his diſpoſing of ue 
hantgm of his own raifing, which he ſuppoſes to be that age, 
The ſpeech from the throne informs us, that there 1s (008 . 
of pacification : we may take aſſurance, that the Vahl * 
a.fters muſt lay that before us; according therefore to U 


honourable gentleman's own method pietcribed, we 1 


* 


INST 


ian,” But if there was not that reaſon, from his own idea 
the method of proceeding, I cannot, but think it de- 
nt to conſider, firſt, that plan, of which the ſpeech from 
ie throne has given the firſt notice, and not to fuffer it to be 
nticipated by the intervention of any previous plan. If that 
entleman had on any occaſion given notice that he would 
fer to the Houſe propoſitions on any particular fubje&, and 
after ſuch notice, any other gentlemen thould endeavour 
anticipate him, by getting a previous day, I would cer- 
inly, in ſuch caſe, move the previous queſtion on that gen- 
eman's motion, as I ſhall on this of the honourable gentle- 
an to-day... 
He — Sir, ſuch is the ſtate of this American buſineſs, 
at we muſt either change their ſentiments by negotiation, 
r ſubdue the rifing ſpirit ; that we cannot ſubdue the ſpirit 
ich is up, by war; that we cannot change it by any nego- 
ation, which, while war lafts, we can enter into; we 
uſt therefore previouſly make conceſhons ; we muſt diſavow 
rdeclaration ; repeal our acts; ſue for peace, and the Ame- 
ans will give it to us, on his plan; we muſt previouſly regain 
ter confidence, by removing the ground of the diffe- 
e: on the plan he propoſes, we ſhall reſtore the former 
upecting confidence of the colonies. This, Sir, is the 
j queſtion now before you. Let us then conſider the con- 
ons which he propoſes, and examine, by the beſt rule and 
ly judge in this caſe, experience, what effect theſe con- 
ons will have > He ſays, that as the Americans did, on 
e repeal of the ſtamp act, reſign themſelves to their unſuſ- 
ang confidence, and were perfectly ſatisfied, ſo will they 


as of the congreſs, their words. as his authority: but 
he has not read all their words, not all the ſentence, let us 
t how the whole ſtands. ** 2 the repeal of the ſtamp act, 
\ they, having again reſigned ourſclves to our ancient un- 
pious affections for the parent ſtate, and anxious to avoid 
Iy controverly with her, in hopes of a favourable alteration in 
ments and meaſures towards us, we did not preſs OUR OB- 
ertoxs, againſt the above mentioned ſtatutes made /ub- 
en to that repeal.” So far then it appears from having no 
picions, they had objections; objections to acts paſſed /ub- 
{ent to the repeal 3; and theſe acts are ſpecified in their re- 
wes and proceedings to be acts of 1766 ; the declaratory act, 
u the act for granting duties in lieu of others —_— 

| n 


of that, before we can come to the conſideration of his 


dw, if his plan is adopted; and he has read from the Jour- | 


— —— — a —— — = = \ _ 
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man's friends, declaring a power to bind them in al! caſs 


to England only. The act of trade ſays, that there ſhall be 


F; ven or not. Revenue officers, under the direction of the 
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When, Sir, inſtead of alterations of ſentiments and meaſyr, 
towards them, one law was -made, propoſed by this gente. 


whatſcever 3 and one other, reciting, that although it wy 
proper to repeal certain rates and duties on account of thei in 
expediency, yet it was neceſſary to grant others in lieu of then, 
to his Majeſty his heirs and ſucceſſors, to be paid into the 
exchequer and reſerved for the future diſpoſal of Parliament: 
their content vaniſhed, they relapſed into their ſuſpicion 
they n to come forward with their objections, and the 
New-York petition was the firſt ſymptom of this. But, di, 
they not only were not, in fact, but they could not, on the 
rinciples from which they oppoſed our ſyſtem, be content, 
hey objected to all laws laying duties for the expreſs pur. 
poſe of a revenne, The 6th Geo. III. c. 52, granted 
duties to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, to be paid a 
a revenue into the exchequer, and to be there at the diſpoſd 
of Parliament. Many laws prior to this period, gave and 
granted duties, and appropriated them to * purpoſe of 6+ 
venue. We have heard much of the act of navigation, and 
by ſome miſtake, gentlemen under that idea refer to the af 
trade of the 25th Car. II. The act of navigation d. 
reQs that all the commerce of the colonies ſhall be carried 
in Britiſh ſhipping, and enumerates a certain number of u- 
ticles of the produce of the plantations which are to be brought 


anſwered and paid to your Majeſty, if bond ſhall not be ful 
given to bring ſuch commodities to England, the rates ther 
pecified. Here we find the preciſc idea of duties laid as 2 

tion of trade. But in the year 1696, in king William 
reign, we find, for the firſt time, theſe duties converted in- 


to a revenue; they are directed to be paid whether bond be 


rd High Treaſurer, are eſtabliſhed. If therefore we ar 
to repeal all acts which grant duties as revenue, in 1695 
not in 1764, was the ſyſtem changed. If therefore on tha 
principle we go back to 1762, we muſt of neceſſity go bad 
to 1672. But left gentlemen ſhould doubt whether due 
granted to his Majeſty were ever before 1764 appropriate 
to revenue, let them refer to the civil liſt act, of the firſt d 
Geo. I. there they will find that the plantation duties, wid 
by the 25th Car, II. © were granted to his — u 
« heirs and ſucceſſors for ever, ſhall be brought and pai 
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to the receipt of the exchequer, for the purpoſes in this act 
preſſed,” namely, the forming a fund for the civil liſt. 

But, Sir, before this time the tax of ſixpence a month laid 
pon all American ſeamen, and always paid by them, was 
ad in King William's time, for the purpoſe of augmenting 
e revenues of Greenwich- Hoſpital, 

The Americans require the repeal of the poſt-office act, 
the gth Geo. III; that act, Sir, laid no new duties, it 
ade new regulations; but it was the poſt-office act of the 
th of Ann, which granted duties in America for the pur- 
enabling her Majeſty to carry on the war. 

It appears therefore, as they were not, ſo they could not, be 
tent with what was done in 1766. 

But to come to the preciſe propoſition of this day. It is 


propoſal of a bill formed on the reſolutions which he moved 
ear; and that propoſition, although grounded firſt, on the 
J mplaint which the Americans make of their grievances 3 


ond, on the declaration of their rights ; and third on the 
1 of the preliminaries which they throw out; although 
ey require, as ſuch preliminary, that we ſhould go back to 
163, the propoſition does not extend to a full remedy of their 
jevances, and to their idea of their rights; it does not go even 
1163, it goes only back to 1766. It is very ready to repeal 
ery act, except the acts of the adminiſtration of that gen- 
man's friends. The declaratory act is not to be repealed. 
he revenue act of the 6th Geo. III. is not to be repealed. 
tus firſt ſee. what the effect of this plan of conceſſions 
de laſt year, was: it came laſt year in reſolutions, it is 
formed into a bill. Why, Sir, ſince this plan was pro- 
ed, the congreſs, reiterating their demand of the repeal 
al the acts of revenue and reftriftion ſince 1763 ; ſpe- 
particularly the declaratory law, and the revenue act of 


tie bb. After having recited fifteen heads of grievances,” 
at . 8 . Sf : 
600 r what they ſay in their own words: © Burt why ſhould 
15 | enumerate our injuries in detail? By one ſtatute it is de- 
he that Parliament of right bind us in all caſes whatſo- 
w What is to defend us againſt ſo enormous, ſo unli- 
; ed a power ? | 
T pon the effect which this ＋ has had laſt year, we may 

Y put the iſſue of the effect that may be expected from it 


ſear, eſpecially when this year we in the prelimina- 
of the congreſs, the removal of the troops as well as con- 
"ns; which does ng part of this gentleman's plan. 
yer expectations that gentleman may have of confi- 
01, III. y : * 5 4 ? , dency 


- 


_ 


191 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 111g, 
dence from the Americans, in conſequence of this plan 
he may be aſſured, that while the Americans are very 
willing to avail themſelves of the affiftance of him and ky 
friends, other perſons will have their confidence. The ge. 
tleman and his friends bid as low as they can in conſcience gyy 
but others have bid lower: ſome are ready to go backy 
1763 ; others think you ſhould go ſtill further. The Ame 
ricans expect that we ſhould go further; for ſee on what 
ground they put themſelves, when they aſk only the repeal of 
the revenue and reſtrictive laws paſſed fince 1763. Take i 
in their own words. Refolved, That the congreſs do en. 
fine themſelves at preſent to the confideration of ' ſuch rights u 
have been infringed fince the year 1763, poſiponing the furthy 
confideration of the general flate of American rights to a fun 


From the firſt ſpring of this ſad buſineſs, having been f 
modes of policy in preference to meaſures of force; I having 1 
ways thought, and invariably ſaid, that your fyſtem called foi 
reviſion and amendment, I have been againſt all partial o 
cefſion and repeals. I think it ſhould be laid on ſome bar 
which is ſolid, and may be permanent; on ſuch whereon thai | 
liberties of America being fixed, the ſovereignty of theen 
pire may be eſtabliſhed. Repeals upon every partial con 
plaint, and conceſſions upon every clamour, is not the way 
this would produce nothing but endleſs ſucceſſion of qu 
and patching up of thote quarrels. Induciæ, bellum, jd 
#wrſum, It ſhould be taken up on ſome great and gen 
ſyſtem. And fach I now expect, and ſhall therefore, i 
though I give no negative, move the previous queſtion on wiſcou 
parts of a ſcheme moved on partial grounds, that of prag 
conceſſions. | 

But to conſider the purport of the bill itſelf. Althoq ve 
is grounded on the complaints of the American grievant 
and of the violation of their rights, it does not go to then fort] 
dreſs and remedy. They complain of laws, laying dust 
and granting them for the expreſs purpoſe of revenue; a 
goes only back to the year 1966, You have ſeen the rem 
to be real and efficient muſt carry us back to 1672. 1 
complain of the admiralty juriſdiction: now that, Str, 1 
old as the act of navigation. By that act, ſhips nanigh the / 
contrary to law were to be ſeized, mighit be brought ü e 
court of admiralty in England, on the expreſs principle, | 
there ſhould be no party juries, For the cafe; and not the 
grieving of the ſubject, courts of admiralty were after 


eſtab 1 Vern 


— 


— 
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„ abliſhed in the colonies, and all this ſyſtem ſtood eſtabliſhed 
hu ore the period of 1764. To my argument it is nothing 
20» or far this is right or wrong, grievous or otherwiſe : but the 
00; WW mericans complain of it as a grievance ; and if the bill which 
k to: to redreſs their grievance, and to concede to their com- 
me- Wlzints, muſt go to the bottom; if it means or hopes to gain 
hat Weir confidence---this bill does not go far enough---there 


others who are willing to go further. 


e On this ground, he ſaid, that the preſent propoſition would 


ot produce the effect it propoſed ; that it was but a part 
s vWF 2 ſyſtem propoſed as an expedient, or rather an experi- 
nent to a partial purpoſe, On the aſſurance that this bufi- 
es of America would be now taken up on ſome great and 
general ſyſtem in the whole, and the ſpeech had announced 
me plan, which from the method adopted by the honourable 
gentleman ſhould be diſpoſed of firſt, he moved the previous 


TN ton. 
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Lord George Germaine ſaid, as he had held but one conduct L4. George 


Wn this American buſineſs ; as he had been direct and explicit Ce 


In that conduct, he now entered into office on the ſame prin- 
ples, on the ſame line of conduct, and hoped he ſhould be 
ways found decifive, direct, and firm in it. 
On the point of the legiſlative authority of this country, he 
bould always maintain that ſovereignty which was eſtabliſned 
and founded on the conſtitution. On the point of taxation, 
although he ſhould never concede the right, he ſhould never 
dect to the witholding the exerciſe of it, if other modes 
could be adopted, But if we are to have no peace, unleſs we 
pe up the right, the conteſt is brought to its fair iſſue ; we 
are equal to the conteſt ; our internal reſources are great; and 
we can never deſpair of that aſſiſtance which we may want. 
Gentlemen call for anſwers to ſeveral queſtions ; I ſtand 
forth, as far as my judgment can, and my advice goes, to 
pre an anſwer,” Are we, ſay fome gentlemen, to give up 
taxation? Are we to have no American revenue? I 90 hope 
we ſhall; I truſt we ſhall draw a revenue from America. 
Whether that ſhall be by the exerciſe of our right of taxation, 


the Americans, willing to join their aid to the common ſupply, 
ad willing to ſhare our common burthens with us, can pro- 
poſe any mode which will make them eaſy, which will remove 
their fears and jealouſies, I ſhall be ready to adopt it. I 
wiſh they were in the fituation of the year 1703s if the go- 
rerament of this country was fo likewiſe, . If our p t 


or whether by any other mode, I do not think material. If 


D d 2 ſyſten 


tive ſupremacy. of this country. What I have always held 


go; and previous, conceſhons, as gratuitous preliminaria 
whether accepted or not, without any thing offered on the 
part, would put us on worſe ground, and remove the mam 
ſtill further from the conciliation he propoſes. I am therefas 


Mc. Far, 


of this country will go along with me in that idea, to (ups 


- vious queſtion. 


tion. It was here this genntleman, with infinite wit u 
readineſs, gave a deſcription of the treaſury- bench, begi 
ning with Mr. 


ſingle epithet; happily marking the characters of each of the 
wich fine ſatire, and without the leaſt breach of decorum, 1 


4. 
4 *.: 
— > 
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ſyſtem is wrong, let us avow it; conſider, and reQify ig 
They have a right to every liberty which they can enjoy 
conſiſtent with the ſovereignty and ſupremacy of this county, 
Let them be happy. Nobody can wiſh them more ſo than! 
do. But I have never changed my opinion as to the legila 


I now ftand in office to maintain, 
To the queſtions; What force is neceſſary? What 4 
you mean to ſend? I anſwer, that the officers ſerving on the 
ſpot, thoſe eſpecially commanding, are the proper judge, 
What they, upon a full ſtate of the ſervice, think ne 
as far as my advice can go, ſhall be ſent ; not to be inſulted, 
Such forces as are neceſlary to reſtore, maintain, and <p 
bliſh the power of this country in America, will not he 
wanting. 

Much has been ſaid about the plan of ſending commiſig, 
ners. My idea of that meaſure is, that they ſhould not only 
have powers. to pardon, but to inquire into grievances ; at 
if the Americans, returning to a ſenſe of their duty, ſhoulf 
offer terms (not with arms in their hands) they ſhould be en- 

ered to conſider, and on their (ſubmiſſion, to take df 
thoſe penal reſtrictions under which, from the nature of thei 
conduct, the Americans now lie. If, by opening a door to 
retreat, the crown tries to induce them to lay — ther 
arms, What can it do more. If they perſiſt in their appeal i 
force, the force of this country muſt be exerted, The ſpint 


preſs, to cruſh ſuch rebellious reſiſtance. 

As to the gentleman's propoſition, I think it has been full 
proved, that it would not anſwer the expectation of thoſe i 
America, whoſe confidence he meant to gain; that it dog 
not go ſo far as they expected; not fo far as ſome here woll 


ready to give my negative to it, or rather, to join in the pit 


Mr, Fox for the motion, and very ſevere upon adminiltn: 


Ellis, and ending with Mr. Cornwall, by 
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The Solicitor General [ Mr. Wedderburne] ih anſwer to Seliciter Ge- 
Mr. Fox, defended adminiſtration in a fine vein of oratory. — 

ard in anſwer to an obſervation of Mr. Burke upon the con- 

ut of Demoſthenes, he entered upon claſfical ground, and 

ith conſummate eloquence and accuracy of recollection, deſ- 

anted upon the hiſtory of that period, with alluſion to the 

reſent times. His ſpeech was a reſtoration to the Houſe ; 

ad though it was three o'clock in the morning, awakened the 

attention of every man in it. bad 

General Conway replied to Mr. Wedderburne. GenComwey 
Mr. Graves ſeconded the motion for the previous queſtion. Mr. Graves. 
Lord North. I declare, that if I thought the motion would Lerd North. 
weure that conciliation which the honourable gentleman 

jo made it has held out, I ſhould be ſtaggered. But it 

d that this line of conceſſion will not procure it; 

id it has been clearly marked to you, that this line is not 

ficient, Therefore were I of opinion with the ' honourable 

ntleman [Mr. Burke] as to repealing all the acts he men- 

ons, as I am as to ſome of them, theſe conceſſions would 

tt procure the end he propoſes, but put us upon ſtill 

orſe ground, and remove us farther from any conciliation 

us country can agree to. I think, for inſtance, that thoſe 

and reſtrictive acts which have been indefinite as to the 

1 of their operation ſhould be repealed, and the matter 

d purport of them thrown into one general act, framed to 

enforced during the continuance of the war. The ho- 

durable gentleman | Mr. Burke] has in his bill propoſed to 

npower the King to call a congreſs in America, He has 

at power; has done it before, and may do it at any time. 

des, the propoſed bill confines the power of the crown to 

at only with the congreſs, therefore his Majeſty can treat 

th nobody elſe, if there were any perſons diſpoſed to offer 

ms of ſubmiſſion, | 

A little before four o'clock in the morning the previous 

Keuon was put that the queſtion. be now put,” The 

aſe divided, ayes 105; noes 210. 


i November 17. 

Nothing material. 

Adjourned to the 20th. | 
November 20. 


Lord Nerth moved, that leave be given to bring in a bill, Lord Nerth, 

produbit all trade and intetcourſe with the colonies of New 

mpſhite, Maſſachuſets Bay, Rhode Iſland, Connecticut, 

york, New Jerſey, Penſylvania; the three lower coun» 
nes 


dies on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carols 
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South Carolina, and Georgia, during the continuance of f 
preſent rebellion within the ſaid colonies reſpectively; for w, 


town and within the harbour of Boſton, in the province 
Maſlachuſets Bay; and alſo two acts, + made in the lu 
ſeſſion of Parliament, for reſtraining the trade and commem 
of the colonies in the ſaid acts reſpectively mentioned; ud 
to enable his Majeſty to appoint commiſſioners, and toifte 
— in the caſes, and for the purpoſes, therein u 
mentioned. He explained the neccflity of reſtraining te 
Americans from all trade during the preſent rebellion, a 
the juſtice there would he in immediately taking off the u 
ſtraint from ſuch colony wherein it might ceale ; that te 
Boſton port act, and the acts paſſed laſt year, being frams 
upon other nds and for other pu „ would ftand 1 
the way of this operation; that the reſtaining bills were a 
coerciom againſt civil crimes; but we being now at war, tiff 
proviſions were incapable, and other proviſions were 1 
neceſſary: thoſe proviſions he now propoſed were ſuch ſo 
would be made uſe of in caſe of war with any country in 
-world ; but they were framed under ſuch proviſos as mig 
-open the door of peace upon its firſt approach. That if 
were ready alſo to repeal the charter balls, yet he could 
do it while they denied the right that we had to make then 
that as to the bill for the adminiſtration of juſtice there pre 
no need to repeal that, becauſe the country being in ad b 
_ _— — a place, and there were no * 
Juſtice in which it could operate: it was a tem by 
three years, two of — and it av ceaſe Wit | 
itſelf. That he ſhould alſo be ready to repeal the tea ddl 
on the ſame grounds, that he would iuſpend every exit n 
the right of taxation, if the colonies themſelves would e 
out any mode by which they would bear their ſhare of 
burden and give their aid to the common defence. The e 
port of the clauſe reſpecting the commiſſions, had been lou 
well explained the other da by a noble lord [Lord 0 
Germaine | that it meant befide: the granting of pardons, 6 


PS 


* 
* 4 


- +The Boſton port act. p ; tl to 


+ The vſtery and reſtraining ads. 
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er ſhould enquire into any matter of change of circum- 
nes in which the colonies were now, from the time they were 


ſerance or oppreſſion that could be remedied to their bene- 
or to the common intereſt, that they were to have the 
mer of judging whether = part or a whole colony were 
orned to that ſtate of obedience, that they might declare 
ut colony or part to be in peace, upon which the reſtrictions 
the preſent bill were ſo formed as to ceaſe, He acquainted 
+ Houſe, he found from what he ſaid the other night, under 
ute of fatigue and indiſpoſition, had led people to conceive 
was fo far tired out with this buſineſs, that his adminiſtra- 
a was drawing to a period; he therefore begged to repeat 

at he always had ſaid, how happy he ſhoul to decline 
e arduous aſk to which he might, perhaps, in point of abi- 


er end in view, no not for a moment in any time, but the 
tlic ſervice 3 meaning at all times to conduct it with the 
ft burden to the public; on thoſe occaſions where ſeverity 
u nedeſſary, to alleviate that, as much as the common 
fety would permit ; and to withold it, whenever the public 
fety did not abſolutely require it. That there were two 
ounds, upon which every miniſter ought to ſtand : the 
rt was, that the King had an undoubted right of naming 
s own ſervants : the tecond was, which formed the happi- 
{ of this country, that if the people by their repreſenta- 
res did really diſapprove the meaſures of any minifter, to 
at degree that they would not go along with him, the King, 
wever he might approve ſuch miniſter, could not carry on 
s buſineſs by him, and muſt part with him. That this bu- 
els of quarrel with the colonies about taxation, was began 

prepared for him before he engaged in it as a miniſter ; 
lat he took 1t up, not when it was a queſtion whether it was 
pit to tax the colonies or not, but when they diſputed our 
wing any fuch right, and at a time when this country was 
termined not to give it up: as he engaged when this diſpute 

actually begun, he was bound to ſee it through; and if 
e colonies, by appealing to arms had made war the medium, 
hough peace was the only point he- ever retained in his 
v, he muſt purſue it through that medium: being thus 
aged, he did declare, that unlefs the King diſmiſſed him, 
Fa majority of the Houſe, diſapproving his conduct, deſired 
k diſmifſion, he would not give up the conduct of this buſi- 
aß to any body elſe. As to. the means of conducting the 


war, 


hen the laws were made; if there were any matter of real 


ties, be unequal ; yet in point of good intentions he had no 


197 


Mr. Fax. 


_ which would not otherwiſe be recruited. That as the noble 
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war, he declared there never was any idea of raiſing or en- 
ploying the negroes or the Indians, until the Americans then. 
ſelves had firſt applied to them; that general Carleton di 
then apply to them; and even then, it was only for the d. 
fence of his own province. As to the events of the wy 
things wore a much better aſpect at preſent, than a lite 
while ago: that Halifax was now abſolutely ſafe; that then 
were indeed two expeditions againſt Canada, but he di 
hope that Canada would not fall into the hands of the 
rebels. He would almoſt venture to ſay that Quebec vn 
fafe ; but he begged the Houſe would not underſtand hin 
as promiſing that ? his own opinion was, that it would ng 
fall into the hands of the rebels. Þ 

Mr. Fox. This propoſition is cutting off and deftroyin 
all trade with America. If the noble Lord's other mealurs 
had not done it, this would effectually. Though they ha 
not at preſent the manufacturers at their door, he would pro 
pheſy, they would have them at their door next year, The 
true intention of this bill is, to break up the manufaQuren, 
who, through want of ſubſiſtence, will be obliged to enlif, 
and thus the noble Lord thinks he ſhall recruit that army 


Lord had now propoſed repealing three oppreſſive acts, he 
begged to aſk him, as a man of honour, and as a gentleman, 
whether he did not now wiſh that he had adopted the opinion 
of the noble duke | the Duke of Grafton] who was firſt lon 
of the treaſury, when the repeal of the tea duty was mor . 
in that Houſe, and ſupported it ? He repeated, there wer 
differences of opinions amongſt perſons high in office at ta 
time; and he aſked the noble lord | Lord North | whether Eat 
did not now with he had been of opinion with thoſe who were 
for repealing that duty, becauſe they ſaw and therefore wile 
to avoid that chain of misfortunes, which the continuance 
of it has drawn after it? This propoſition of peace he ſai 
like that of laſt year, was meant to lead on this county 
under a deluſion of flattering hopes of peace; and to endes. 
vour to deceive, which it would not do, the Americans, thay... 
this country wiſhed for a peace of the deſcription wa a. 
the noble Lord held out, or were unanimouſly determina 
to proſecute the war, if ſuch peace could not be had, The K: 
whole was inſidious, and therefore could have no other eff! 
upon the Americans than to deſtroy their confidence in et 
vernment, if any yet remained. If the Americans ſhoul 
believe the ſpirit of this country was unanimous againſt I 
716 


* 
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phts,/ they att nothing. to do but prepare imiredidfcly-for: 
ar, as their only defence againſt 3 — of deſpotiſm. 
at this propoſition therefore was a deela 

ar; and if he gave his vote for it, he muſt conſider him 
af as giving his vote for a declaration of war. However, 
he had always faid, that he would ſupport any meafire 
f reconciliation, he ſhould go ſo far with the noble Lord, as: 


2 
u repeal of the three acts he mentioned. Thertfdre he 
e red the following amendment. To leave out theawprels. 
WWF To prohibit all trade and intercourſe with. the coldnies, 


to the word “ reſpettively 2˙ and to leave bur. the 
ords, “ And to enable his Majeſty to appoint commiſ- 
mers, Kc.“ to the end, io gy ot wilt fey 

i Sir George Hay, The queſtion was not now, either of a de- 
luration of war, or of the mode of conducting it, but hom 
poet out of the war. This was the firſt bill of vigour that 


in faid many things upon doctrines of refiſtance, according; 


ae principles of the Revolution; in particular, that if any 
al power was exerted, or even any lawful power ex 
o in an arbitrary manner, againſt the conſtitution; thoſe 
bl 


> had a right to defend and maintain that conſtitution, 
da right to reſiſt it; but that there had been in this cafe; 


violation of the conſtitution, either by the exerciſe of an 
aa ful power, or by the exertion of any lawful power in 


arbitrary way. He owned that many of the laws, form- 
| for the ſtate of the colonies in their infancy, might be bur- 
ſome, and the occaſion of grievances, by. being -mapplicaz 
e to their preſent ſtate; that thoſe laws ought to berrexited : 
at even the acts of trade might be ſomewhat.relaxed;._ If 
monopoly of trade cannot be maintained or:ſecured;.. tho 
nies might be encouraged in zl}: manufactures not nu 
us to this country, and they might be obligedgoy come 
led to take from us our manufactures: but theſe were 
ters for a time of peace, not for the preſent, hen we 


* engaged in a queſtion of power; until trat wa ſettlec 

WW nonſenſe to talk of our making regulations; xhe r 

10 making which was difputed, and — — qt. carryin 

The n into. execution _— by arms: His ideà, th 

I» that at prefent the Americans are in — 
if other gentlemen are of opinion that they are in a 

4 reliſtance which juſtify, they ate called upon toi rake 


ratibn af perpetual 


deen offered, therefore ſhould be heartily for it. He 
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arms. Why don't they go and join them? that would be the 
true mode. | a 
Lerd Howe. Lord Howe. He did now know any ſtruggle an officer could 
have, ſerving on the preſent occaſion, ſo painful as that he. 
tween his duty as an officer, and his duty as a man. Hoy. 
ever he ſuffered, if commanded, his decided duty was tg 
ſerve. He did apprehend that all this an honourable rel 
tion of his had felt: it was what he himſelf felt very ſenh, 
bly ; and if it was left to his choice, he certainly ſhould de, 
cline to ſerve. 


| My. Fox. Mr. Fox got up, to fix his Lordſhip to the point, with 
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Lord Howe. Lord Howe to explain. Should certainly decline to ſerve, 
from the-fenſe he had of the right and importance of ſuch 
truſt : but if he was commanded, it was his duty to obey, 
and he could not refuſe to ſerve. 

Lord Fred. Lord Frederick Campbell. When thoſe gentlemen why 

* repealed the ſtamp- act came into that meaſure, they did na 
venture to do it without bringing in the declaratory bill, u 
mark the ſovereignty of this country, and to ſhew that they 
did not give it up. No man or party now in the kingdow 
dared to repeal the declaratory act; even a great munity 
whoſe meaſure the repeal was, when he quoted Prior 

Be to her faults a little blind, 
Be to her virtues very kind; 

every body knows the next line, which he did not quote, 
e all her ways be unconfin'd. 

If that great miniſter did not venture to hold that languay 

he might aſſert, no other man in this country would. 

Gen. c. | General Conway. Thinking as he did, that the inter 

_> of this country depended upon an union with America, 4 
that che union would remain fo long as that intereſt e 
rightly-purſued, he did not ſee the neceſſity of the declan 
ratory law : he thought it right that the ſupremacy of d 
country ſhould be eſtabliſhed to all points which were nec 
2 but not to taxation: he had and flattered bm 

that the idea of taxation had been wholly given up 
body ; but fince a noble Lord had come into office, 
as if the difpute on that queſtion was revived. 

Thought the fire had been ſmothered, but fince that 10 

Lopd came into office, he had uncovered the aſhes and bl 

the flame afreſh. Our ſupremacy, he ſaid, over the c 

nies, is of the eſſence of our relation to them: but, MY 

Not make an exception? There is no law without an ext: 
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ton, The Houſe of Lords and the Houſe of Commons have 


but if we were to go into diſputes, with all the prejudices of 
each Houſe reſpecting power, we could do no buſineſs, and 
there would be an end of Parliament. For argument's ſake, 
therefore, I may allow, that our right of taxation is a clear 
ud diſtinct right, which in my conſcience I believe to be no 
ncht; yet, would it be for the intereſt and good of this coun- 
try to go to war about exerting it? As to the forces of the 
two countries; ſpeaking of our own, however high our diſ- 
cipline might be ſuppoled to be, yet compared with many 
other countries, it would be found very inferior; but yet 
that the courage and ſpirit of our people ſupplied that defect. 
That the forces of America, though certainly inferior to ours 
n diſcipline, yet they were already much beyond any thing 
e had any idea of, and would in the courſe of war be trained 
and as well diſciplined as ours. In point of courage, he 
would make no diſtin&ion wherever a Briton dwelt : but this 
ry body muſt remark, that there was a certain ſpring and 
ſeal, which an animation for liberty always gave, beyond 


0,000 men, he thought the Americans would prove a match 
bor the Britiſh troops, as they contended upon principle for 
lderty, which he thought would render them ſuperior to our 
advantage from diſcipline. As to that part of the * 
bill which related to the commiſhoners, he could ſay little, 
* nothing had been explained; only that fo far as his opi- 
ommiſſioners whatſoever, without a diſtin and direct line 
d down in Parliament. The ſubject of military obedience 
aving been ſtarted, it might, in the eyes of ſame, look like 
aunworthy ſhrinking from the queition, if he did not ſay 
ſew words to it, He did not imagine there could be any 
maggie in the mind of a military man ſo dreadful, as any 
Pudts of this kind. There was a great difference between 


u a domeſtic war on points of civil contention, wherein 
e community was divided. In the firſt caſe, no officer 
git to call in queſtion the juſtice of his country: in the 
Mer, a military man, before he drew his ſword againſt his 
lo- ſubjects, ought to aſk himſelf, whether the cauſe was 
Worno? He quoted the ſtory of the maſſacre of St. Bartho- 
mew, and the anſwer of the Count de Torden, and concluded 
th, that if he thought of * caſe as de Torden did of _ 
e 2 


each of them their rights, which are er underſtood: 


y other cauſe. Suppoſing each party to have an army of 


non and vote went, he would never truſt any power to any 


foreign war, wherc the whole community was involved, 
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all emolumenes, nay the facrifice of what people in his fx 

tion held deareſt, their honour, all. this would be nothing in 

the ſcale with his conſcience: he never could draw his ſwont 

in the cauſe. | 5 

Arrerney The Arurney General [Mr. Thurloe.] Let the honour 

Genera! able gentleman juſtify his conſcience to himſelf, but not hall 

| it out as a point of doctrine to be taken up in a certain ouar; 

ter and line of ſervice, where his opinions might be ſuppoſed 

to have very great influence ; for if thoſe opinions were onde 

eſtabliſhed as matter of doctrine, they muſt neceſlarily goth 

a diſſolution of all government. Turning to Mr. Burke; 

late propofitĩon, he taid, however amuſing and ingenious 

was, it drew to no concluſion, and though called a propofs 

tion, ended in no propoſition at all: it talked of conciliation 

and union between Great Britain and her colomes, without 

ſtating, in any one inſtance, the relation in which they d 

or ought to ſtand. He — an account of what he calle 

the general ſpirit of oppoſition, in which he ſaid, the opps 

fition having got beyond all line of reaſoning, they did 9 

thing but ſcold at arguments which they could not refuu 

He now clearly underſtood the noble Lord's | Lord North! 

propoſition, and he approved of it, becauſe it retained d 

habitual exerciſe of taxation, and left an opening to Amen 

rica, of a permiſſion to raiſe her ſhare of ſupply towaragilſm 

the common defence, by granting it in her own aſſemble a 

and giving it in her own way. On this ground he was vil 

ling to coincide, not only in a plan, but in any thing tha 

might give a ground for a conciliation with America; J 

he thought, the only ſure and permanent ground would it 

to define the relation between the mother-country and e 

colonies, He added, that as Attorney General, he hal Wor 

right, by writ of ſcire facias, to ſet afide every charter e 

America: but that in our preſent fituation ſuch a pre Ou 7 

would be juſtly the object of ridicule, for the conduft 

America was not a matter for judicial but Parliamentary a 
madverſion. | 

Mir. Bur. Mr. Burke. The plan of this year is to enforce the 0 

ciliatory motion of laſt year by military execution. Toll 

charge of not having defined the relation between He 

Britain and her colonies, he replied, that the filly, vich 

Attempt to define it, had been the firſt and continued ca 

of ther preſent diſunion. cou 

4 . 38 General Conwoy, to explain; on points wherein h H 

8 racter; his duty to his Majeſty, and the intereſt of the f 4n 


— 


_- 


ic might be involved, he hoped the Houſe would indulge 
im to explain himſelf, He very ſeldom recollected the words 
e had uſed in the heat of argument, and could not therefore 
alle what might have been his words on this occaſion: 
vas 2 peculiar part of his character, upon any point in 
nich he was warm and intereſted, as he always was on this 
ufineſs of America. He might probably ute ſtrong ex- 
reffions, which went beyond the line of his deliberate opi- 
don; if he faid any thing which carried a ſenſe, ſuch as 
at which had been imputed to him by the learned gentle- 
un, [the Attorney General] he did not mean it; and what 
e meant to ſay, was, that if he thought the cauſe poſitively 
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6d direftly unjuſt, it might fo preis upon his conſcience, 

on What he might decline ſerving in it. | 

out — AER ſaid, he would not make any apolo- Gov. Zebn- 
y to the Houſe for the late hour of the night; for let the — 


yur be what it would, the ſubject was of that importance, 
jo hour could be too late for the mature and deliberate con- 
eration of it. Iwill now tell you as a failor, that you will 
eftroy the Weſt India trade by this barring up of the ports 
North America; and if you ſhould not do that, you will 
t leaſt double the inſurance on that commerce and naviga- 
on; you will ſtarve the iſlands, and uniting them in the 
ame cauſe with North America, drive them to revolt alſo. 
n anſwer to Sir George Hay, he ſaid, that adminiſtration 
both uſed unlawful power, and lawful power, arbitra- 
ly, Great Britain is the only government in the world 
ant parts of the empire, by —_— the people that they 


e in ſecurity againſt oppreſſion. You cannot govern the 


lending it with the neceſſary and conftitutional checks, 
Ware going to ſend out a commiſſion to exerciſe, not the 
nſttutional, but the dictatorial power of the crown. 
The Houſe divided upon the amendment. For it 64 ; 
gainſt it 192. | 

| November 21. a | 
No buſineſs, Not members ſufficient to ballot for a com 
tee to try a controverted election. | 
Nevember 22. | 


count of the expences of the ftaff, hoſpitals, extraordina- 
and all military contingencies whatioever, of the army 
America, from Auguſt 1773 to Auguſt 1775, W 


E 


hich has found out the art of carrying power to the diſ- 


jlonies without carrying this power to the ſpot; that inſtead 


Mr. Fox moved, that there be laid before this Houſe, an Mr. Far. 
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the Britiſh name; and it would convince the great 


-nance alone, incur a debt of upwards of 240, oool. He fai 


treaſury- bench, and his confidential friend and powerful fi 


PARLIAMENTARY A; ms 


He had drawn up the motion in theſe words, becauſe it woll 
lay open an aſtoniſhing ſcene of miniſterial deluſion held og 
by the pretended eſtimate laid before the Houſe a few day 
ago. It would bring the ſtaff into the full glare of gy 
which has been hitherto artfully held back; it would ſhey 
that the expence of the ordnance this year had exceedy 
any one of the duke of Marlborough's campaigns, whi 
in the midſt of repeated victories, he was immortalizing 


court 'intidels, of the temerity of the miniſter, who, to the 
very laſt day of the ſeſſion, inſiſted and declared, that the my 
htary ſervice, in every branch, and under every deſcripti 
was amply provided for; that all his arrangements vu 
made; and who thus durſt, in the bare article of the o 


it would be a farce to fit any longer in that houſe, if accoug 
of this nature were refuſed ; that the motion was parliame 
; that it would convey no ſecret to the enemy ; a 
within his own knowledge or reading, he never heard aft 
inſtance where ſuch informations were denied, unleſs in M 
ſtances where it was impoſſible to comply with them; ſuch 
the accounts deſired not having been received, or offical 
made up. Aware of this, he would be perfectly ſatished wi 
copies of thoſe already come to hand, or of groſs comput 
tions made by eſtimate, and wait with pleaſure for the remay 
der, till the miniſtry could venture to face the public, a 
an enſured majority, with the diſgraceful contents. co 
Lord Nerth ſaid, that part of the accounts were on theh 
ble; and that the honourable gentleman would have them ver 
regularly at the proper ſeaſon. 
Mr. Jenkinjon ſaid, part of the accounts now called per 
come in under the head of ſervices incurred and not provi 
for by Parliament; and that the other part of the ai en 
would come when the returns were received from Ameri 
Rt. hon: . Zawnſhend ſaid, it was very difficult to collet Wnt: 
true meaning of what had fallen from the noble lord on Wont 


porter who ſpoke laſt. He thought the hohourable gente cot 
who made the motion had, by his candour and previous 
planation, precluded them from reſorting to ſuch pitiful ein 
fions, and manifeſt impoſition. The honourable gentle; an 


- defired no more intelligence than what might be eaſily Wt: ; 


\ tained, than what they had in their actual poſſeſſion. ! 
- hey: very logically, at leaſt very humoroully, tell þ 
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We have not all the information you want in our power, 
fore we are reſolved you ſhall have none.” 


und of parliamentary uſage, and predicted that admini- 
tion would ſuffer more in the eyes of the public, by with- 
ding the information, than by diſcloſing it. It was im- 
Eble but the nation at laſt muſt be convinced that their 
ks could not bear the light, when they kept every thing 
profound darkneſs, 


the means of informing the Houle of the probable expen- 
x of the next campaign, formed on the comparative ſcale, of 
proportionate expence of an army of 8500 and 25600 
n, which would be the reſpective military armaments of 
| years 1775 and 1776. | 


magic influence, to put a negative upon this motion, the 
gent would be one of the moſt polite and well-bred, he 
dad not ſay flaviſh, ſordid, and corrupt, he had ever the 
nour to fit in, However, he did not think, that either the 
nagers or the managed acted with ſufficient dexterity and 
keis, for they both had already a ſalvo for every thing. 
merica is to be conquered 3 America is to be taxed ; the 
fence will be great; but what of that? We ſhall not only 
„quer theſe rebels, but we ſhall likewiſe compel them to 
our debts, and bear our burdens. What occaſion then 
concealing an expence, which will be repaid at the rate of 
99 fer cent? What occaſion to ſend the poor country gen- 
wen, with their fingers in their mouths, or tongue- tied, 
n to their counties or boroughs, when they might at once 
permitted to tell the truth. The laſt campaign coſt one 
on and a half; this will coſt five; but then we ſhall, in 
end, be able to make America pay fifty. This would be 
Ing like wiſe and firm miniſters. It would be arming the 
try gentlemen with facts; they love good, round, ſtrong, 
ntradifted aſſertions ; and if by next November our at- 
n ſhould grow worſe, and that we ſhould be obliged to tell 
conſtituents that the army and the land-tax muſt be dou- 
What of that again? Why, let the miniſters, as 
nſe in their demands, improve in their wiſdom and firm- 


nts at Chriſtmas 1976, as they muſt tell them at Chriſt- 
$1775, that adminiſtration was deceived. Kats 
| The 


Mr. Hartley ſhewed the propriety of the meaſure on the Mr. Harti. 


Mr. Burke preſſed the neceſſity of the motion, as it might Mr. Burke, 


Sir George Savile obſerved, he had fat in ſome very com- Sir G. S. 
ant dutiful Parliaments ; but if the miniſter was able, by . 


o and inftru& the country gentlemen to tell their conſti- - 
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The queſtion was put, and it paſſed in the negative with 
out a diviſion. | | 

Afr. Barkle. Mr. Burke moved, that an humble addreſs be preſented i 
his Majeſty, that he will be graciouſly pleaſed to give die. 
tions to the proper officers to lay before this Houſe copig 
of all acts of aſſembly, paſſed in any of his Majeſty's iſand 
inthe Weſt-Indies, by which the duties commonly called th 
four and a half per cent. duties, have been granted to his M 
jeſty. Agreed to. 

He then moved, that an humble addreſs be preſented to li 
Majeſty, that he will be graciouſly pleaſed to give diredton 
that there be laid before this Houte an account of the amount 
of his Majeſty's quit-rents in the ſeveral provinces of North 

rica. f | 

S:licitor Ger. Mr. Solicitor General oppoſed the motion, as diſreſpectful t 

dis Majeſty, the diſpoſal of theſe duties being entirely withi 
his own power. 

Ls. Nertb, Lord North ſaid, that the money thus granted was appr 
priated to the maintenance of the dignity of the crown, a 
therefore could not come properly before Parliament, whit 
it was well known had no controul over it. | 

Gov. P- Governor Pownall ſaid, the motion, if agreed to, voll 

nall. create another diſpute with America. So far as this was 
private revenue of the crown, every body muſt know Park 
ment never meant to intermeddle with it, not even to auditit 
I the mover had any view to audit and controul the revenut 
raiſed by the American aſſemblies, that was what they | 
always entertained the higheſt jealouſy of, and would opt 
another very ſerious diſpute. Paſſed in the negative. 

The Houſe in a committee of ſupply having voted-47,4% 
12s. for the raiſing and pay of a Highland regiment of 

Sir Jabs battalions, Sir Jahn Mrotieſſey defired to know, if the ole 

Wraufley. appointed to thoſe two battalions were to be taken from f 

f- pay liſt, or were to be new ones; becauſe, if the [att 
he ſhould certainly give his vote againſt agreeing wich l 
committee in the propoſed reſolution, | 

Lord Bar-. Lord Barrington replied, that he did not believe there cot 

ringen. be Highland officers ſufficient procured from the half-pay A 
but as General Frazer, who is to be their colonel, was inf 
Houſe, he could probably give the committee better inſom 
tion on that head. | 2 

Cen. Fraa r: General Frazer confirmed what Lord Barrington ſaid, | 

| petting the want of a ſufficient number of Highland ond 
being on the half-pay liſt; and ſaid, that he had — 

21 i ä commem 
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mended an officer who was a young man of fortune, fa- 

lg, and great ablities. He thought all the officers ought to 

e of North-Britain. This mode of raiſing the men, he in- 

td, would be a public ſaving of two-fifths of the levy- 

poticy ; for the levy-money of the two battalions would not 

e more than three pounds or guineas a man, while that of the 

her regiments is five pounds or guineas a man. | 
General Harvey diſapproved of raifing new corps, and ex- 3 Har- 
eflly of this, "0 

Lond Nerth ſaid, troops could not be raiſed in the ordinary Ld. North, | 
zy, therefore he had adopted this. This mode had been ta- 

en before, and with ſucceſs ; though he did not quite ap- 

ye of it, yet he believed there was no other. | 

Lord Barrington ſaid, he never approved of new levies ; Lord Bar- 

hey were a hurt to the ſervice in general, miſchievous in 78" 
heir conſequences, and expenſive to the ſtate; but if men 

ere not to be had in any other manner, we muſt ſubmit to 

be neceffity of the meaſure, 

The Houſe next went into a committee on the indemnity 

and ordered it to be read a third time on the 24th. 

Hon, Mr. Marſham gave notice, that he would, on that Hos. Mr, 
ö propoſe an amendment to the preamble; for in its preſent Marfiam. | 
Im it was an inſult upon the Houſe, and a mockery upon | 
e nation. , 

The militia bill was then read a third time, Sir George Sir G. Savile 
wile offered a rider, to limit its duration to ſeven years. 

Nreec 8 b 

Mr. Fox attacked the bill, the framers, the adviſers, and Mr. Fos. 
hort, every ſingle object which it held out, particularly 

it would be the means of encreaſing and extending the pre- 

tire of the crown. In the courſe of his ſpeech he men- 

ined the addreſs from the firſt battalion of the Devonſhire 

ita, He ſuppoſed, they wanted to alienate the King 

m the people, to imbrue their hands in the blood of their 
Jow-ſubje&ts : ſuch men, he thought, ought not to be truſt- 

nich arms. The Attorney General may be ordered to 

lecute the perſons complained of in the addreſs, and if 

ated, they might come in to aſſiſt the law; that was their 


on. | 

Mr. Aland (who preſented the addreſs) ſaid, he thought Mr. Aclend, 
honourable gentleman pointed at him. He was' ng ad- x 
Aturer or place-hunter ; — was a gentleman of indepen- 
it fortune, who voted purely in conformity with his ſen» . 
Vor. II, F f timents,. 


Mr. Fax. 


he had as a right to ſpeak as any man in that Houſe, 


14. North. 


Mr, Burke. 


Mr. Moyſcy. r. Moyſey oppoſed the bill, as an unnecell: 


2 A * 


oe i new corps of Highlanders) was reported, * 


truſted with arms, not thoſe of reduced fortunes, &c. A* 


ent, and that it was the firſt time he ever heard any tay 


divided. Ayes 162; noes 26. 
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timents, without any ſiniſter views whatever. Men of pig. 
perty who had much at ftake, who could have no inter 

ut the public intereſt, were ſurely the fitteft perſons to N 


terrupted by Mr. 3 . | 
r. Fox replied, he had a qualification which was ſuf. 


take any liberties in that Houſe on account of his fortune, 
whether real or ideal; ſaid, ſtanding as he did, he ſuppoſe 


and would not be interrupted. [ Here the Horſe ina pg 
and the altercation went no further | 
Lord North vindicated Mr. Acland. Said, the militia be 
ing a conſtitutional body, might with great propriety, u 
military body, at any time, addreſs the throne upon the fla 
of public Nin, to expreſs their loyal diſpoſitions to ti 
Majeſty, and promiſe any exertions in —_— of the crom 
Mr. Burke ſaid, he was glad the noble Lord had ſpoke on; 
becauſe he had now, by this declaration, given a clear inſght 
into his ſyſtem and principles of adminiſtration. If thy 
were conſtitutional and 5uſtifable, there was an' end of the 
liberties of this country ; and that however nominally 
were free, we were from this inftant, in fact, ſubject to mi 
litary government; for if the crown can at any time d 
forth the ſuffrages and ſupport of the militia (all of 
appointed by the crown) that it had all the diſadvantagest 
a ſtanding army, and more danger attending it from the | 
| Kuan in favour of a militia, and that unguarded conk 
ence which their fellow-citizens placed in them preferadi 
to the army. He had hitherto been a friend to the mility 
but from this time he muſt look upon them with a jealo 
eye; and he thought it as ſafe for the guards to addrels i 
King in a body, as any provincial corps of the militia, 
fion of the prerogative. He ſtated the law, as it ftood i 
dependent of the propoſed alteration, and argued that e. 
reafonable purpoſe bf a militia eftabliſhment being merely k 
cal, was already amply provided for by the laws in _w_ | 
The queſtion being put, that the bill do paſs, the Hos 


ke November 2 3 
©" The reſolution the committee of ſupply came to yeſtendi 


by Mr. Burke and Mr. Fox. They content 


8 
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Wt it would be ſaddling the half-pay lift with a heavy ex- 8 
ce in future, and for the preſent, would have the effect 
loading the public, to tlie amount of the half-pay of as 
wany officers as might be incorporated into the new levies, - 

Lord Barrington (aid, that new levies were very difagree- Lord Bar- 
ble; and in, fact, he did not like the meaſure, though it hen. 

ras thought right by thoſe in office, that were better judges, 
ud better informed than he was, Yet he looked upon him- 

f as accountable as if he had actually adviſed the meaſure, 
Lord North ſaid, he had been often told he was no more 1d. w.+. 
n the oſtenſible miniſter, he therefore might excuſe him- 
f by ſaying, he was not fax with his anſwer till he 
jad got his inſtructions, e would not ſay he directly ad- 
ſed the meaſure, but was willing to declare, that in con- 
mdtion with the reſt of the King's ſervants, he had ma- 
rely conſidered it, and thought it the moſt eligible method 
f raiſing men on the preſent emergency; for he was ſorry 
b be obliged to acquaint the Houle, that the recruiting ſer- 
ce was very far from being ſucceſsful ; and by the plan of 
perations already agreed on, it was neceſſary that the for- 
es ſhould be ready for embarkation early in the ſpring. 

The reſolution agreed to. | 

The order of the day being read, for going into a com- 
littee on the Nova Scotia petition, and the Speaker being 

bout to leave the chair, Mr. Burke objected to it; as did 
6 Mr, Dempſter, and Mr. Fox. They contended that 
be Nova Scotia petition had been brought into the Houſe 
y ſurprize, late at night; and that the authenticity of the 
oratures of the petitioners, ſtyling themſelves the ſpeaker 
K alembly of the province, had not been proved; they 
Wſted, that Mr. Cumberland, the agent for Nova Scotia, 

_ be called in and examined, while the Speaker was in 
be chair, 

This was oppoſed by Lord North, Sir Gilbert Elliot, &c. 
vas agreed to go into the committee, and Mr. Cumber- 
ud was called in. He was aſked if he new any thing of 
de petition then before the committeee; he ſaid, he knew 
fling of it. He was ihewn the ſignature of the ſpeaker 
| the aſſembly of Nova Scotia, and aſked if he knew it; 

rephed, that he knew the gentleman's hand-writing, hav- 8 
g received ſeveral letters from him; but he did not know 
at he was ſpeaker of the aſſembly till he was now inform 
of it. ¶ Viabdrew.] 

d Nirth moved the following reſolutions, Li. Nerth, 
Ff2 Reſolved, / 
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Sir G 
3 


force, no other or further duties, taxes, or aſſeſſments ough 


ent to continue to levy, or to impo 
be carried to the account of the ſaid province. 

province of Nova Scotia by his Majeſty's ſubjects, in 
and veſſels, qualified by law, of all wines, oranges, lend 


country whatſoever, provided ſuch wines, oranges, lem 
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Reſolved, That it is the =_ of this committee, thy 
the propoſition contained in the addreſs, petition, and me. 
moral, of the houſe of aſſembly of the province of Now 
Scotia, of granting to his Majeſty, in perpetuity, a dutj of 
poundage, ad valorem, 2 all commodities imported 1ntg 
the province of Nova Scotia, not being the produce of the 
Britiſh dominions in Europe and America, (bay ſalt excep- 
ted) the ſaid duty to be diſpoſed of by Parliament, is fit to 
be accepted, and that the amount of the ſaid duty ſhould b 
ei 9 nds = centum, upon all ſuch commodities, 

Reſol at it is the opinion of this committee, that 
when and as ſoon as an act, or acts, ſhall have been paſſed by 
the omen aſſembly of the ſaid province of Nova Scotis 
conformable to the foregoing reſolution, and his Majeſy 
ſhall have given his — approbation to ſuch aft or af 
all and every duty, tax, —4 aſſeſſment upon an 
wares, or merchandize, imported into the ſaid province, and 
which duty, tax, and aſſeſſment hath been impoſed and ley 
ed within the ſaid province, by any act or acts of Pati 
ment now in force, ought to ceaſe and be diſcontinued 
and that, for ſo long as the act or acts of aſſembly for grant 
ing to his Majeſty the ſaid poundage duty ſhall continue i 


to be impoſed or levied by act of Parliament, within tl 
ſaid province, except ſuch duties _ as it may be exped 

e, for the regulation 
commerce, the nett produce of the duties laſt mentioned 


Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, tl 
it will be adviſeable to admit a direct importation into 


currants and raiſins, the growth and produce of any forei 


currants and raiſins, be imported directly from the place 
their growth and produce, and provided alſo, that the 
commodities be not imported into any other port or pil 
within the ſaid province, except the port of Halifax. 

Sir George Yonge ſaid, he would mention a matter wit 
did not ſeem to occur to the Houſe, Which was, that Þ 
favourite ' petition from Nova Scotia, contained the fn 
doctrine, held the fame language, and claimed the ſa 
right as the general congreſs did; namely, of granting 
own money. The Houſe were ſtruck with this obſerva 


. Ar. | 
ue defired the petition might be read, when it appeared 
in totidem verbis; upon which he moved the following amend- 
Lent to the firſt reſolution. 

«That when the exigencies of the ſtate may require any 
urther ſupplies from Nova Scotia, requiſitions ſhall be made 


1 u the uſual manner formerly practiſed in North America, 
hereby the ſaid provinces may have an opportunity of 


ewing their duty and attachment to their Sovereign, and 
eir ſenſe of the cauſe for which ſuch requiſition was made, 


ith the true ſenſe of his people in that diſtant country.“ 

Mr. Burke ſeconded it ; and General Conway ſupported 
t; but a negative was put upon it. . 

A petition of the merchants of London, ſubſcribers there- 
into, in behalf of themſelves and others concerned in the 
mmerce and fiſheries at Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, 
ſand of St. John's, River St. Lawrence, Coaſt of Labra- 
bor, and places adjacent, from the ſeveral ports of London, 
* Wey mouth, Topſham, Limpſtone, Exmouth, 
id Tinmouth, 


And the faid petition was read; ſetting forth, that the 


heonvenience and loſs, in carrying on their trade and fiſhe- 
es at Newfoundland and places adjacent, by their uſual re- 
purce of bread, flour, tad other neceſſaries, being totally 
mterrupted, by the unhappy differences between Great Bri- 
un and her American colonies ; and that, although the pre- 
nt price of corn leaves the exportation of bread and flour 
rely open, and ſeems to make this application unneceſ- 


dition may again take place, the petitioners may thereby 
ain much loſs and diſappointment in their buſineſs, unleſs 
bmely and proper relief is provided by the Houſe, in caſe 
ſuch exigency; and that, as the quantity of bread, flour, 
aſe, and other proviſions, allowed to be exported from 
un ports in this kingdom to Newfoundland, under the 
i of the 14th of his preſent Majeſty, will not be a ſuffi- 
ent ſupply to carry on the trade and fiſheries while an in- 
ruption continues in their ſupply from America, the pe- 
voners cannot - purſue their buſineſs, unleſs they have li- 
to export, under certain limitations and reſtrictions, 
ſufficient quantity of bread, flour, peaſe, grout, oatmeal, 
; 00 other neceſſaries; and as confining the export to parti- 
ar perſons and diſtricts has bee found injurious in a go 
| ne 
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by which means only his Majeſty can be made acquainted 


etitioners, during the preſent year, have ſuffered very great 


wry, yet as the price of both may advance, ſo that the pro- 
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neral commercial view, the petitioners hope that the Houg 
will think it expedient to allow the exportation of the ge, 
ceſſary articles to be extended to any port or ports in Gees 
Britain, where they may be able to obtain them upon tie 
moſt reaſonable and convenient terms; and therefore prays 
ing the Houſe to take the premiſes into conſideration, an 
grant ſuch relief therein as to the Houſe ſhall ſeem meet, 

1 November 24. 7 
| | The order for the third reading of the indemnity bill 

Won. Mr. The Hon. Mr. Mar/ham moved an amendment to th 

BMarſham. preamble of the bill. He obſerved, that the words ax they 
ſtood at preſent, declaring that, ** doubts having been enter. 
tained of the 11 the meaſure,” were an inſult upon the 
good ſenſe of the Houle ; for by what conſtruction of lay 
or reaſon, was it poſſible to preſume a neceſſity of indemnis 
fying the adviſers of ſuch meaſures, while the whole of the 
offence umputed to the ſuppoſed offenders, was, that the 
meaſure was ſubſtantially legal, but that doubts had ariſe 
in ſome men's minds relative to its legality > This wa 
mockery, he contended, too groſs to be endured. He ho, 
ped, therefore, for the dignity of Parliament, and the pam e 
cular reſpect due to that Houſe, that the noble Lord, w 
brought in the bill, Lord North] would conſent to ame 
the preamble, and inſert, ** That the meaſure (viz, of ſen 
ing the Hanoverian troops to Gibraltar and Minora 
was not warranted by law and againſt the ſpirit of th 
conſtitution,” * a 

Mr. F. H- Mr. Filmer Honeywood ſeconded the motion, He unkili 

D. how dangerous ſoever the introducing foreign troops i 
the dominions of the crown of Great Britain, without f 
conſent of Parliament, might be, the precedent to be li 
bliſhed by the preſent bill would be infinitely more ſo; | 
cauſe it was plain it could not be intended to indemnify d 
miniſter, but to give the meaſure itſelf the ſanCtion « 
Parliament. | 5 

Mr, Ambler. Mr. Ambler oppoſed the motion. He ſaid, let the 0s. . 

$25 it is, it can do no harm, for it left the matter ju 
it found it; but for his part, he could not poſſibly diode. 
the leaſt occaſion for a bill of indemnity, as where iu 
was no crime committed, there no indemnification could Wil: . 


* - A 
Mr. D* Mr. De Grey contended, that his Majeſty's adviſers 


, perſectiy juſtified in the advice they had given, That 6 
meaſure was neceſlary ; and the neceſſity was a full uw 


bi 
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ation of it. If the amendment was preſſed, he thought the 

bill gu ht to be withdrawn. | - 

Mr. Serjeant Adair fad, it was plain beyond queſtion, that 3, 5.,;. 
his Majeſty, by his royal prerogative, could introduce fo- Adar. 

ign troops into any part of the dominions of the Britiſh 
own, he might introduce them in any number he pleaſed, 
ad into every place he thought proper, in time of peace as 
ell 23 war, He obſerved, that whether we confidered the 
ww as it ſtood anterior to the Revolution, or as it was then 
cared, it was evident, that even keeping a ſtanding army of 
atives was contrary to law, much more foreigners, when 
he ſpirit of the conſtitution WAS conſidered. 2 5 — *. 
Mr. Morton affirmed the meaſure was legal, becauſe it was Mr. Arne. 
len in a time of war. he ; 

Mr. May/ey proteſted againſt the abſurdity of declaring the Mr. Mey/ey. 
v doubtful in a great conſtitutional point, and leaving 

ole doubts to embrangle poſterity ; he then entered into a 

cuſkon of the legality of the meaſure, which he argued 

s in direct violation of the bill of rights. He inſiſted, 

n both the letter and ſpirit of it, that the provifion againſt 

ding armies was coextenſiye with this empire, and dwelt 

ach upon the diſtinction between foreign war and rebel- 

Dn, a 

Selicitar General, ¶ Mr. Wedderburne] inſiſted upon the S. -- C, 
unction between garriſons and moos at large, alledped © © 
ny; paſſages in the conduct of the legiſlature to warrant 

k diſtinction, even in the frontier forts within this iſland; 

aid the check which Parliament had upon the crown itt 

zul to the army, was the payment of the troops; and, he 

d, if the meaſure in queſtion was fit and beneficial to the- 

lie, it ſhould be ratified, tho” it were againſt law; but, 

unfit and inexpedient, ſhould be condemned, tho* the 


0 * ” 


ter of the law were with it. | 
Mr. Adam declared his opinion againſt the legality of the Mr. Alan. 
ſure, | 1 . 
vir Adam Ferguſſon inſiſted, that though this were admitted Sir A 
de a time of war, yet the calling in a foreign army would FV. 
ys have wanted an indemnity ; that both the literal and 

Mantial meaning of the bill of rights clearly imported, 

it no military force whatever had a right to be kept on 

* without the conſent of Parliament. The matter was 

eed ſelf-evident, for it fairly amounted to this, that if 

ff. the letter could be 21 or the ſpitit explained 

WY, it would follow that the law enacted nothing, os 


— 
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that the King of Great Britain might keep any number of 
forces he pleaſed on foot, without the conſent, nay, again 
the declared ſenſe of Parliament. He made ſeveral remarks 
Y ms the queſtion, and fome obſervations upon the muting 
Right hon. Right hon. T. Townſend was very ſevere on the miniſter; ſai 
T. Town- he came before the Houſe in a ſituation no miniſter ever be. 
Fd. fore ventured. He had violated the laws of his country, 2 
had the, effrontry to come to Parliament, not to be in. 
demniſied, but to make Parliament teſtify that he had dane 
nothing but what was perfectly juſtifiable.” 
Mr. Barke, Mr. Burke ſaid he had heard of angelic Parliaments, hel: 
ing Parliaments, diabolical Parliaments, wonder-working Pat; 
liaments, but never till now of a doubting Parliament, H; 
aſked, : did the gentlemen of the long robe, thoſe of the 
treaſury-bench, or the very worſhipful corps calling them- 
ſelves the King's friends, doubt ? becaufe, if they did, & 
was certain there was not a fingle perſon in the Houſe 
beſides, who doubted that the meaſure was directly againk 
law, and ſubverſive of the conſtitution. | 
Mr.Thurke. Attorney General, Mr. Thurloe] replied to Mr. Serjea 
Adair, to explain the doctrine of non- reſiſtance, he had au 
former occaſion delivered, in which he made his dodrig 
more palatable than it was before. | 
La, Nerth. Lord. North concluded the debate. He treated the arp 
ments on the other ſide with ſome 'pleaſantry, but did u 
anſwer them ; and obſerved, that as the gentlemen ont 
one fide were poſitive for the legality; and the gentlemen 
the other ſide as poſitive for the i!legality ; he thought the 
could, be no impropriety in flating the law to be doubtful. 
The Houſe divided upon the amendment. For it 5 
inſt it 1 30. | 
Adjourned to November 27. 
1 | November 27. | 
Mr. Alder-- Mr. Alderman Oliver made a motion for an addreſs to 
man d. Majeſty. He introduced it by ſaying, That the motion wii 
he had then to make, relating to the adviſing and cout 
ling the King in matters of great national concern; ant 
edt of no ſmall importance; it had ever been conſid 
ſuch in this nation, and in all monarchies where the inet 
of the whole employed the attention of the individual ; # 
muſt eſpecially be conſidered fo by thoſe (amongſt whom, 
faid, he ranked himſelf) who were moft warm! 
the rights and dignity of the crown, and moſt perlou 
affectionate to the preſent Monarch. ö 


The wiſdom of our conſtitution, he ſaid, had never at 
u moment, from its firſt eſtabliſhment, neglected this moſt 
important province. 


The great council of the nation, the hereditary coun- 
Glors of the crown, the privy council, were all names, 
be laid, with which we were conſtitutionally acquainted ; 
that the oath appointed for, the laſt made any arguments 
om him unneceſſary to ſhew the ſuperlative impottance of 
the office. | nd | | 

To theſe, Mr. Oliver ſaid, his motion had not any re- 


E 


ce. 

Modern times, he ſaid, had preſented us with novel inſti- 
ions, and that we now talk familiarly of a cabinet coun- 
il, Very modern times, he ſaid, had brought us acquainted 
ith ſomething farther ; and the preſent Houſe of Commons 
puld know (which preceding Houſes would not have 
een) what was meant by the name of an efficient cabinet 
juncil. 4 Y 
Whether theſe were blemiſhes or improvements in our 
ſtem of government, he faid, it belonged not to him to 
ronounce ; for to theſe likewiſe his motion had not any 
His motion, he ſaid, went to thoſe, who, not as members 
any of the councils he had mentioned, but as ſomething 
il more efficient, have the undoubted merit or demerit of 
unſelling and adviſing to his Majeſty the late meaſures 
dncerning ' America, before thoſe meaſures were brought 
award in Parliament. 

That there were ſuch counſellors and adviſers, he ſaid, 
wok to be an undoubted fact; and that he muſt be per- 
tted to entertain his own private opinion of the veracity 
d integrity of any intelligent perſon who ſhould ferioufly 
n ſolemnly declare that he believed there were none of this 
Acription, © | 

lle ſaid, he preſumed it would not be denied that the 
unimous opinion of an oſtenſible prime miniſter, a chan-. 
Nor, and a reſponſible ſecretary of ſtate, compoſing even 
lis efficient cabinet council, had been over- ruled by this 
mething ſtill more efficient. | 9X9 en 
There was one meaſure, he ſaid, and a meaſure which he 


& was produced in an Engliſh Parliament; the eftabliſh- 
ent of abſolute deſpotiſm in Canada; the author and ad- 
ler of which, remains to this moment unknown. Though 
proved, and admired, and adopted, as it had been, by Par- 
ol, III. G g liament; 


ceived to be the moſt important and uncommon that 


ats 
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| liament; yet no privy counſellor, no cabinet, no efficiew 
cabinet counſellor, had ever yet aſſumed its merit; but 
to whom it had been imputed, had invariably diſavowed it 
The unanimous complaint, he ſaid, of all thoſe who ha 
been in adminiſtration during the preſent reign, as well g 
the frequent mortiſication and diſtreſſing embarraſſment, ſelf 
contradiction, tergiverſation, apparent inconſiſtency, | 
ſeemingly intended impoſitian en Parliament, of thoſe wh 
are now in adminiſtration, all prove the exiſtence of the 
unknown counſellors. 

He ſaid, he did not mean to charge the preſent adminiſ 
tion with any real inconſiſtency in their opinions, or with u 
intention themſelves of impoſing on Parliament; he intir 
acquitted them of both. He believed them innocent of the 
charges, for they were obliged to give way to an efficie 
they could not counteract, and in which they had not 
ſmalleſt thare, : | 

Now theſe ſuper- efficient counſellors, he ſaid, for 
knew not what other name to give them, were the ſole a 
jets of his preſent inquiry. Upon theſe, he faid, the u 
tention of the Houſe ſhould fix; as that of the nation | 
long been fixed. Theſe, he ſaid, he deſired to have declur 
to chat Houſe authentically ; and he. deſired it now, whe 
they would enjoy the full popularity to which thoſe me 
ſures intitle them, which the fenſe of the nation was faidt 
approve. And therefore he moved, 

That an humble addreſs be preſeated by the Houſe toh 
Majeſty, humbly requeſting that his Majeſty would be 
ciouſly- pleafed to impart to the Honſe, who were the orig 
nal authors and adviſers to his Majeſty of the following me 
fures, before they were propoſed in Parliament, viz. = * 
For taxing America without the conſent of its aſſanbia 
for the purpoſe of a rerenune | 

For extending the juriſdiction of the courts of admiral 
and vice-admitaltx. | 18 
For taking away the charter of the Province of 


chufers Bay. | eq 
For reſtraining the American hoy. | | oo 
For exempting murderers from trial in America. qu 


For tranſporting accuſed'coloniſts to England for trial. 
And eſpecially, For eſtabliſtring popery and del 
tiſes/infCanada, - 184 Mit- 8 | 
Mr. S- >Mnz;Sowbridge ſeconded Mr. Oliver's motion, which 
' bridge. ſaid, he did in compliance with the inſtructions of his d 
ſtituents. He laid, it was his opinion, that _— 

small ' 1 
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fable even to acts of Parliament, if they were unjuſt 
| oppreſſive. He ſaid, he had bimſelf once been in dan- 
together with. the late Mr, Beckford and Mr. Townl- 

ad, of ſuffering unjuſtly by an act of Parliament; for 

ut one gentleman in the Houſe [Mr. Ellis] had come pre- 

ned with a ſtring of motions, on which to ground a bill 

{ pains and penalties, although the only crime of himſelf 

id his colleagues, was that of petitioning the King for a 

Ireſs of grievances ; but that this intended puniſhment had 

den over-ruled by one perſon in the cabinet, who had ſenſe 

wugh to foreſee, that if they went on with perſecution, 

lead of having one Wilkes to deal with, they ſhould have 


n might be very well intended; for that ſome people were 
pt to ſuſpect too much, and ſome might think they knew 
little; but he thought it proceeded from a very unne- 
ery curioſity. That as to the planner and original contri- 
of the meaſures, no doubt the noble Lord at the head of 
je treaſury muſt be the perſon; and that he could not ſee 
by all the ather moſt excellent meaſures which his Lord- 
lip had carried through, were not likewiſe inquired after, as 
ell as thoſe mentioned in the motion; that indeed there was 
jo occaſion to inquire after the author of any of them, 
vr that the noble Lord had himſelf avowed them without any 


Inquiry, 


bourable gentleman has moved this day, is ſo eſſentially, dif- 
ent from all other late addreſſes to the throne, that 1 own 
It meets with my hearty concurrence. I think it, Sir, of the 
utmoſt conſequence to know the original authors and adviſers 
of this pernicious and calamitous war, which has already de- 
uged with blood a part of America, and ſpread horror and 
devaſtation through that whole northern continent. When 
ſo many provinces of the empire are loſt, and the reſt actually 
engaged in a cruel, civil war, we ought nat to fit dawn in a 
criminal ſupineneſs. It becomes our duty, as the grand in- 
queſt of the nation, to find out and puniſh the. delinquents, 
dy whoſe fatal counſels ſuch evils have been brought upon 
lis convulſed, and almoſt ruined, ſtate, We owe it to the 
people at large, and ſeveral of us have it in expreſs cbarge 
from our conſtituents. | K 

We are, I fear, Sir, on the eve of an eternal, political ſe- 
Paration from the weſtern world, unleſs a very ſpeedy recon- 
Siation ſhould take place. If the preſent motion meets with 
"7 g 2 ſucceſs, 


ie. | | 
Mr. Storer roſe, to appoſe the motion. He ſaid, the mo- mr. Store. 


Mr. Wilkes. The addreſs to his Majeſty, which the ho- Mr. Wilks, 
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| ſucceſs, I am ſure it will do more towards a ſincere, Iaftice 
and hearty union with America, than all the captious and fal. 
lacious propoſals of adminiſtration, The Americans wil 
then believe we indeed deſire a reconciliation with them, and 
they will at leng'h begin to have confidence in our counſel, 
when they ſee the vengeance of Parliament fall on the authors 
of our common calamities. The principles of violence aud 
injuſtice, which have hitherto prevailed, they wiil (ee (if the 
- Houſe is really in earneſt to treat) yield to equity and mode- 
ration; a negotiation on fair, equal, and juſt terms, may en- 
ſue, and a general tranquility be re-eſtabliſhed in an empire 
which is now ſhaken to its very foundations. 
I really think, Sir, this is almoſt the only method now left 
of extricating ourſelves with honour and dignity from our 
preſent alarming difficulties. You have voted fleets and 
armies, and your forces figure greatly in the expenſive efi. 
mites on your table, But the miniſter knows very well they 
are not equal to the mad * of ſubjugating the vaſt con- 
tinent of America, nor do I believe the whole ſtrength of 
this kingdom adequate to ſuch an attempt. After a very 
bloody campaign you have conquered only one hill of lelx 
than a mile's circumference, for you were ſuffered to lands 
friends in the only ſca-port town, which you poſſeſs. Would 
the noble lord, whom his Majefty has fo lately raiſed to one 
of the higheſt civil offices, if he were ſent on a military ſer- 
vice there, would he venture, even at the head of the whole 
' Britiſh cavalry, to advance ten miles into the country? He 
would not, I am perſuaded, be fo raſh as to make the attempt. 
And is any miniſter weak enough to flatter himſelf with the 
conqueſt of all North America? The Americans will di- 
pute every inch of territory with you; a train of moſt unfor- 
tunate events will probably enſue, and the power of recrut- 
ing, perhaps ſubſiſting your forces, at ſuch a diſtance, be 
loſt. After an unavailing ſtruggle of a very few years, whtl 
the ruined merchant and manufacturer beſiege your doors, yob 
will perhaps think of naming ambaſſadors to the general con. 
eſs, inſtead of your preſent wild and expenſive job, and 
Ruck, of thirty commiſſioners, with a ſalary of four thouſand 
pounds each, to ery Peace, when there is no peace. 

Yet, Sir, Ithink peace abſolutely neceſſary between Gre 
Britain and America, and therefore I approve the proſe mo- 
tion, as holding out the olive branch. The Amertcans if 
rapidly encreafing in population, and in the knowledge of 
- the uſeful arts of life, even in the faſhionable art of murder 
ing our own ſpecies. The late worthy governor of Penfſl 


nnr s. 


4 declared at the bar of the other Houſe, that the province 
grew more corn than was ſufficient for the ſupply of its 
ubitants; that they perfectly underſtood the art of making 


is for ſaltpetre had been erected with ſucceſs; that the 
of caſting cannon had been carried to great perfection, as 
las that of fabricating ſmall arms; and that they were 
per in ſhip building beyond the Europeans. He declared 

iſe, that ſingle province had actually enrolled 20,000 
n, and had 3000 minute men ready on the firſt notice of 
teil danger. The authentic accounts of the preparations 
the forming, training, and diſciplining troops in the 
chuſets Bay and in Virginia are equally formidable, 
are they inconſiderable in the other united provinces. 
xy idea of force therefore on our fide muſt appear infatua- 


| wiſe legiſlators, Sir, have calculated the ftrength of a 
ion from the number of its inhabitants, the laborious, 
ng, and active. The population in moſt parts of Ame- 
11s doubled in the courſe of nineteen or twenty years, 
le that of this iſland is known rather to have decreaſed 
e the year 1692. The emigrations of late from the three 
Noms have been amazing and alarming. Our own peo- 
e fled in multitudes from a government, under which 
| ſtarved, It appears from the niceſt calculations, that 
by more of our fellow-ſubjeCts have left this kingdom for 
erica, never to return---than I believe adminiſtration has 
no ſent in their pay both of our fleets and armies, never 
m; in any conſiderable proportion I mean of the force 
t The Americans, Sir, are 2 pious and religious people. 
a much ardour and. ſucceſs they follow the firſt great 


mand of Heaven, Be fruitful and multiply. While they 
ſrvent in theſe devout exerciſes, while the men continue 
hen riſing and healthy, the women kind and prolific, all 


utempts to ſubdue them by force will be ridiculous and 
ing, and be regarded by them with ſcorn and abhor- 
R, They are daily ſtrengthening, and if you loſe the 
It moment of reconciliation, to which this motion 
8, you loſe all. America may now be reclaimed or re- 
Kd, dut cannot be ſubdued. ” 9 
reatlemen, Sir, do not ſeem to have conſidered the aſto- 
8 Uſadvantages, under which we engage in this conteſt 
Wt the combined powers of America, not only from the 
and natural ftrength of the country, but the peculiar 
lortunate circumſtances of a young, riſing empire. The 
N con- 


wonder, and had effected it; that mills and other inſtru- 
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congreſs, Sir, have not the monſtrous load of a dey 
above one hnndred and forty millions, like our Parliament 
ſtruggle with, the very intereſt of which would ſwallow 
their taxes; nor a numerous and hungry band of uſelekgly 
men and penſioners to provide for; nor has luxury yet eg 
vated their minds or bodies. Every ſhilling they raiſe, 
to the man who fights the battles of his county. 7 
Fe out like a young heir with a noble landed eſtate, ug 
cumbered with enormous family debts, while we ax 
the poor, old, feeble, exhauſted, and ruined parent; bug 
hauſted and ruined by our own wickedneſs and profligacy, 
Sir, I daily hear the Americans, who glow with a din 
zeal for liberty in all its branches, miſrepreſented in 4 
Houſe, and the oſtenſible minifter diligent in propagating 
moſt unjuſt calumnies againſt them, The noble lod u 
the blue ribbon told us, the liberty of the preſs wa 
throughout America. The noble lord deceives us in this 
many other things. His intelligence can never be relied 
The liberty of the preſs, the bulwark of all our liberticy 
loſt only in Boſton, for his lordſhip's miniſterial troops 
vern there only. The preſs is free at Water-Town, 
ſeven miles diſtant from Boſton, at Philadelphia, N] e 
William{burgh, and in the reſt of North America, | 
give the Houſe the demonſtration. General Gage's io 
and contemptible proclamation againſt Samuel Alam 
John Hancock, two worthy gentlemen, and, I dare to add 
patriots, declaring them rebels and traitors, while theg 17 
rals Waſhington, Putnam and Lee, with the naval 6 
manders in arms, remained by him unnoticed, wzs repl 
in all the American papers. His letters likewiſe to Got 
Turnbull and others, in which he moſt heroically g 
gized for his inert conduct, as neceſſary for the protect 
the army, which we. were taught to believe would lo 
oppoſition into ſubjection, awe the factious, and gt 
rity-to the well affected, theſe letters too were faithfully 
and 1 believe all the curious orders he has iſſued, wh 
found as exact in the Penſylvania, Water- Towa, 20d n > 
news · papers, as in the Gazette, publiſhed. by bis a0 
at Boſton, which is as partial and faiſe as that of Pa. TY 
The honourable gentleman, Sir, Who ſpoke lik of f 
-the:preſent addreſs is triſling, for we already, know i he 
and. adviſer of all the late meaſutes againſt America; 
noble lord with the blue ribband will avow tbem, ih 1 
dae it. I wiſh, to bear ſuen a declaration. Will un, 
load avom bhimſelf the adviſer of oply one af the aa WY - 
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ures, that of eſtabliſhing Popery and deſpotic power in 
dz? The father of that monſtrous birth I thought had 
jently hitherto choſen. to remain concealed. He hkewiſe 
dus, the motion now befofe-us is coupled with nothing, 
eds to nothing. I will tell him what it ought to lead l 
ind be coupled with. I mean an impeachment, Sir, q 
ch truſt will follow, as the next motion of the honour- g 
gentleman who ſpoke firſt in this debate, Whoever did 
iſe the meaſures lately purſued, which have loſt half of our 
ire, I conſider as a criminal of ſo deep a dye, that his 
would be a juſt ſacrifice to the honour of England and 
ce of America, The word Impeachment, I hope, 
ſtill ſtrike terror to the ear and heart of a wicked and 
tary miniſter, and that the nobleſt and moſt important 
ative of this free people, ſecured to us by our great de- 
r, king William, in the act for the further limitation 
he crown, and better ſecuring the rights and liberties of 
ſubjeR, will ſhortly have its full effect, that no pardon 
the great ſeal of England be pleadable to an impeach- 
t by the Commons in Parliament. | 
rd North thanked Mr. Storer for the Mn amy >. Lori North, 
paid him; but faid, the honourable member who made 
motion, had not conſidered him as the reſponſible author 
e meaſures he had mentioned. He allowed that the ca- 
and efficient cabinet councils were no parts of the con- 
don; but ſaid, that the King might conſult any part of 
yy counſellers he pleaſed. He ſaid the preſent motion 
a very ſtrange one: that there were ſeveral acts of par- 
it concerned in it, of which he did not know the 
r: be did not know who was the author of the act 
the VIIlch, which he ſuppoſed was alluded to; 
ome of the other acts had been made in different 
iſtrations, As for Popery, he ſaid, that was eſta- 
Ain Canada before, and deſpotiſm was not now efta- 
kd; for that the preſent act might poſſibly be repealed 
Canada ſhould be in a ſituation fit to have aſſemblies ; 

at preſent a legiſlative council at the will of the 
i was the fitteſt form of government for them. That 

the Canada bill came to them fiom the Houſe of 
i that he was very willing to take upon himſelf the 
of ſupporting it in the Houſe of Commons. But he 
be hardly thought any perſon would propoſe the calling 
3 to account for propoſing or ſupporting any mea- 
it Parliament. The gentleman who made the preſent 
n, was certainly a great ſtickler for freedom of —_— ö 
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and freedom of opinion, and to complain therefore to ancher 
tribunal, of hat happened in this Houſe, in conſequence 
uling that freedom, he could not think ſuitable to the general 
tenor of his conduct; be was ſure it was not conſtitutions): 
that he was the more ſurpriſed at this motion, as the gentle 
men who had moved and ſupported it, had always profeſſ 
themſelves diſtegardleſs of men, and concerned only abgy 
meaſures ; but that this motion was calculated merely for 
perſonal chaftiſement, and rebuke, He ſaid, he agreed in 
tirely in opinion with the counſellor, whoever he was, that 
might think one Wilkes ſufficient; for indeed he thought 
that it was one too much in any well-regulated government; 
though, he ſaid, to do him juſtice, it was not eaſy to find 
many ſuch. Upon the whole, he ſaid, he could not thin 
it proper to carry up a complaint to the King of meaſure 
which had received the ſanction of Parliament; but for Par 
liament itſelf to do it would be ridiculous. | 

Hon.Temple Hon, Temple Luttrell. I riſe to give my thanks to ti 

L worthy magiſtrate who has offered to the Houſe this mo 
tion, becauſe I think it (as to ſpirit, however incorre& its 
form) replete with duty and true affection to his Sovereign, 
and promiſes the maſt effectual relief to the ſubject through: 
out every part of the Britiſh Empire, at a tiche of imminer 
peril to our conſtitution, our trade, and our liberties. 

I own myfelf to be one of thoſe perſons, who, froman 
unalterable and inmoſt conviction of mind, ſubſcribe to the 
doctrine of the great Mr, Locke, tha: << the legiſlature change 
from that which was originally conſtituted by general conſen 
and fundamental acts of ſociety, ſuch change, however & 
feed, is at once an intire diſſolution of the bands of go 
vernment, and the people are-at liberty to conſtitute to the 
ſelves a new legiſlative power.” Now, Sir, that the legill 
tyre has been materially changed with reſpect to your Ame 
can coloniſts, from what was in the original and fundamenk 
conſtitutions of ſociety, there can be no doubt; by diſpolng 
of their property contrary to their conſent, and by the hoſtil 
and ſavage acts conſequent thereto, the bands betwel 
the Britiſh government and the American colonies ade 
courſe diffolved ; whether or not they will conſtitute the 

" ſelves a new legiſlative power, time only can ſhew. I 
much apprehend, that, unleſs a ſpeedy and. equitable pil 
of conciliation be held out to them by us, who are the; 
gere, ſuch will be the baleful end of our quarrel. | 
ir, we are now to come at the prime authors and promot 
of this miſchief, Shew us the men, that, betraying toe“ 
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reſts of their fellow- citizens, and confidence of their So- 
ſereign, firſt carried rapine, famine, and aſſaſſination, thto 
that devoted continent. We know that (to ſpeak parlia- 
menta language, and as becomes every well- affected ſub- 
kt) the King can do no wrong ; we know that his Majeſty, 
from moral principle, will do no wrong, He is perbaps the la 
r injuſtice againſt any individual, much leſs againſt a whole 
community ; Put Sir, we likewiſe know, that integrity and 4 
quardleſs temper of heart, have ſubjected good Kings to 4 
miſguidance, which has proved fatal to them in the end, 
The five dethroned monarchs to be met with at different 
ems of the Engliſh hiſtory, were diſtinguiſhed ſeyerally in 
their day for conjugal and paternal affection. They were 
exemplary models of virtue in domeſtic life.“ Three of 
them, precipitated from a throne, were ſecretly put to death; 
One ignominouſly ſuffered upon a public ſcaffold ; and the 
Fifth, having forfeited his crown, was ſent into exile. Yet, 
not many hours preceding the fatal, expiative ſentence, each 
of theſe deluded potentates was aſſured, by his miniſters and 
ſyeophants, he could de no wrong. It may be decent, it may 
be proper, though 1 have ever regarded ſuch aſſurance, as the 
hren canticle which has led many of our beſt princes with 
a full-{welled canvaſs on thoſe quickſands they would other- 


the guilty that kings can do wrong, the people of England” 
owe much forbearance, and are flow to commotion ; but 
when once in arms and under the ſtandard of conſtitutional 
Iredom, however they may have been ſometimes baffled in 
partial onſets, they have at the day of deciſive battle, proved 
tiemſelves invincible. Neither has ſuch their laudable en- 
buſjaſm been confined to the re-eſtabliſhing of original laws 
for the ſecurity of thejr poſſeſſions and franchiſes ; but, has 
operated with no leſs vigour in bringing to condign pu- 
wlhment thoſe traiteròus perſons who had preſumed to infringe 
them ; nay of this we have ſtriking proofs, without recutring 
o the moment of actual revolt, and when the executive 
32 was compelled to pay due regard to popular diſcontent, 
u the teign of Richard II. the weakeſt and worſt of our 
tings, (who at one time declared, he would not turn out 
de meaneſt ſcullion in his kitchen to pleaſe his Parliament) 


dead IT, Richard If. Heury Vi. 
1 Charles I, | 
James II, 
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nan in theſe dominions, who would commit an act of cruelty 


wile have ſteered clear of. Sir, it is only by protecting 
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ſome great men, who had abuſed the royal confidence, by ca 
rying into execution ſchemes ſubverſive of public li 
ſuffered as being guilty of high treaſon *; and, at the . 
queſt of his people, this king, in the tenth year of his reigy 
appointed commiſſioners to ſcrutinize and reform his cabing 
and houſhold. Henry VI. (impotent of mind, and obſting 
of diſpoſition as he was) in his twenty-nipth year, at the ſus 
of the Commons, baniſhed between twenty and thirty of hy 
counſellors and minions from his preſence, not to be ſcen fors 
year within twelve miles of the court; their ſentence 
e that they may be duly improved: It was their Maſters 
miſhap, who recalled many of them at the expiration of th 
term mentioned, that they were found incorrigible. Und 
Heery VIII. the greateſt tyrant of the moft tyrannicng 
that ever graſped the ſceptre of this realm, others ſuffer 
for being the chief promoters of very iniquitous extortigy 
during the preceding reign +. Did not a Lord High Cha 
cellor + experience, in the time of the firſt Stuart, that, ne 
ther perſonal endowments, nor elevated ſtation, could ſhiel 
him from the puniſhment due to his corrupt practices? $i, 
in the reign of Charles I. certain Judges & met the feverd 
reprehenſion, for attempting to deliver opinions which yer 
deemed ſubverſive of the rights of the people; and, in th 
ſubſequent reign (that of Chartes II.) we likewiſe fee 
ſtances when great men || were impeached before Parliament 
for high miſdemeanours in carrying on the adminiſtration d 
juſtice. Theſe, and other, innumerable examples to be foul 
in your annals and codes of Parliament, ſufficiently eric 
that no official influence, no honorary dignity, could, i 
the days of our anceſtors, ſcreen the infractors on th 
lawful tranquility of the ſubje& from puniſhment, tho thy 
were the neareſt ſeryants of the crown, and illumined vi 
the brighteſt rays of kingly favour. Sir, I am well zum 
that the malverſations of government, have, in the detal 
been uſually brought as a heavy charge upon the minilit 
only, keeping clear of the monarch : that they have bt 


Earl of Suffolk, lord Chancellor, duke of Ireland, archi 

ſhop of York, and others. | | 

I Sir Thomas Empſom and Edmund Dudley. 

I Bacon lord Verulam. | * 
Lord-keeper Finch, judges Davenport, Crawley, N- 

ley, &c. | | 

| % Chief-juſtice Serogs, Sir Francis North, Sir Richard Welh 

ir Thomas Jones, . | 2 

2 | impotel 


nouted to a De Vere; a Le De Spencer; a Biſhop Laud 
a Father Peters; and had ſuch incendiaries, with their 


ee adherents, been timely and voluntarily given up for a 
ace, atonement might have ſtopped Ga the Prince 
al the throne, faſcinated by a falſe glare of prerogative, 
, plumed with towering notions of his divine vicegerency, 


ld not be prevailed upon to withdraw his auſpices from 
te proper authors of public calamity, till an injured and 
raged people were driven to the neceſſity of bringing home 
e fum-total of grievances to the account of Majeſty itſelf, 
mee followed ſocial warfare, rivers of blood, and dethrone- 
nts, 

Is there an unprejudiced perſon in this Houſe, endued 
Ith a tolerable ſhare of difcernment, who, dark as the poli- 
horizon around vs now is, cannot diſcover further miſ- 
jief to be complotted on the baſis of theſe tranſatlantic 
rxcies? Are we, Sir, to remain filent and paſſive till an ar- 
y of civilized Britons, in compact with the barbarians of 
uta, ſhall have enforced and perpetuated ſlavery in all our 
nerican colonies ? Till your popiſh brigades have taken 
od account of the liberties of Ireland ? Fill a mountaneer- 
vitia pours in upon us from the northern confines of this 
and? Fill the mercenaries of a German electorate ſhall 
e aſſumed the guardianſhip of Portſmouth, Plymouth, 
the rett of our | 3 xg towns, (for they may lawfully do 
according to a very learned gentleman of the long robe on 
other ſide of the floor,“) *till, I ſay, all theſe motley 
ons ſhall have united, to accompliſh the hopeful pur- 
of ſuch zealous addreſſers as appeared in the London 
zettee of laſt week ? + Then ſhall the uplifted hand of 
geance and outlawry fall upon the ſcattered, helpleſs 


üg ot petitioners throughout the ſeveral counties of Eng- 
WP"; thoſe unreaſonable petitioners to a Prince of the Brunſ- 
tal, t family, in behalf of Revolution principles and lawful 
ir en Then ſhall the provinces of America, like many of 
e in Aſia and Africa, be governed by Baſhaws ; by a 
E. ut, or a bow-ſtring, and a Parliament here at home, 


tardly and dependent as the Ottoman Divan, maintaining 
llary-law, ſhall eſtabliſh the ſway of an arbitrary Sultan 
the ruins of limited "monarchy, and of the beſt conſtitu- 

that the wiſdom and ſpirit of mankind ever framed for 
hüppineſs and glory of their fello creatures. Sir, the 
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Mr. Wedderburne. 7 ; F 
The Scotch addreſſes in the Gazettee of 25th of November. 
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honourable gentleman who made this motion before you 
is for tracing this torrent of iniquity to its ſource, and it iz 
our duty ſo to do. If there are efficient or ſuper-eſficient mi. 
niſters behind the curtain, let them no longer remain latent, 
but be dragged forth to public exeeration and to public juf. 
tice. Certain I am, that the only fabricators of the Amen. 
can war are in this ifland ; they are in this metropolis ; they 
are moſt of them in this Houſe. Several oblique hints an 
infinuations have at different times been caſt to theſe henchey 
near me from over the way, Some f of the perſons I alluds 
to, muſt own it their duty in a double capacity; their duy 
within theſe walls, and their duty elſewhere, if they hax 
ſubſtantial grounds for ſuch charge, to produce and bring 
home evidence to the criminal perſons. Are they naturally 
backward at employing ſpies, or filing informations; or han 
they not ſuch eortect alertneſs in compoſing warrants of con- 
mitment ? Where then are theſe enemies to their country on 
our fide of the Houſe? Are they to be found among thol 
lemen oppoſing your preſent meaſures, who withdrew 
from the ſun-ſhine of a court, and relinquiſhed offices of 
great honour and profit, rather than ſanctify ſuch projets u 
their conſciences revolted againſt? Are they among thoſ 
opulent commoners+ who have a landed property, and her 
ditary conſequence at fake, equal to the beſt ſubjects in Ri. 
de? Are they to be found in thoſe heroic commanders? 
who fought at the head of your fleets in the laſt war, with! 
towels he ond the idea of the moſt romantic ages of ants 
quity? Or muſt we look for them in thoſe intrepid mag 
trates, whoſe public conduct has gained them the confidznee 
and affection of their fellow- ſubjects, in the greateſt cii d 
the whole commercial world, and who are juſtly re 
throughout the moſt reſpectable trading- communities in 
arts of the Britiſh empire: thoſe magiſtrates, to whoſeth 
ents, vigilance, and ſtability, we now turn an eye of & 
piring bope, as to our ſheet-anchor, which can alone pref 
the Jabouring veſſel of the ſtate from the dreadful rocksV 
which it is encompaſſed ? Sir, there are no Catalines* on f 
fide of the Houſe, Far be it from me to charge any gent 
man on the other fide with meriting altogether that appel 
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} The Attorney and Salicitor General. 
f Sir George Savile, Sir James Lowther, &c. 
Sir Charles Saunders, admiral Keppel, &c. 
+ Alluding to an expreſſion from the miniferial fide of 
Houſe, a few evenings beſere, 3 i 
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don. Many, very many, there are facing me, who act (I 
in ſure) from ſuch principles as they perſuade themſelves are 
inciples of wiſdom and re&itude : but, Sir, I will fay, 
at in the line of miniſters; in that ſanguinary phalanx; at 


kaft, which during all the evolutions and 3 of go- 
xerament for ſeveral years paſt, has remained unſhaken and 
mpregnable 3 in them, and in the compoſition of their prin- 
eiples, I fee — Catalinarian ingredients; an inſatiate 
thirſt of riches ; a licentious purſuit after power; dominion 
wo be acquired by the moſt deiperate hazards, and the moiſt 
unge enterprizes 3 by the burning of whole towns, the ha- 
bitationsof men, the temples of the Divinity; innocent families 
to be butchered, and the entire demolition of the commons 
wealth at her halcyon zenith of peace, harmony, and abun- 
dance, Whether or not midſt the arcana of their cabinet, they, 
ie the Cataline-junto, paſs from lip to lip, the chalice filled 
with human blood, as a pledge of ſecrecy and co-operative 
zeal, and to **- rivet them to-coercion,” is beſt known 
themſelves ; but if one may judge by the diabolical creeds 
which they have not ſcrupled to avow, ſuch-may. well be the 
cup of their ſacrament, Men of affluent incomes they have 
among them, yet chiefly, from the ſtipends of office,. not a 
patrimonial inheritance, nor the fruits of an honeft induſtry ; 
we may, it is true, give them the credit for a few renegado- 
nverts of note, taken in upon the Sherwood-foreſt ſyſtem 
of policy in the days of Robin-Hood, who recruited his troops 
{rom time to time, wich ſuch needy ſtragglers, as could ſtand 
ongoing with the arch-contrabangiſt himſelf, hand to 


ny . . | . 
of Let us now look for their military eoadjutors. Thoſe few 
re ey could claim of high reputation, and to whole abilities 
a ad ſpirit we might, on a future foreign war, venture to give: 


N cufedium the ineſtimable glories of the Ja/?, theſe minifters 
hve grouped in a triumvirate, and tranſported to America 
pon a worſe than buecaneering expedition. We know, that 
bey were laſt ſeſñon among the deceived at home, and have 
this year been already diſgraced abroad; at this hour I ans 
ing, are perhaps in ignominious durance, or dea; if 
ſed, be it for their beſt reputation, and the repoſe of their 
arted ſpirits, that they atchieved 20 part of the errand 
bey wert ſent upon. This, Sir, puts me in mind of another 
martial/t, (looking at lord Geo. Germaine) not unſignalized 
in former campaigns, who being now exalted-to a. place of 
e greateſt public importance; if no other members bet- 
ter 
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ter qualified than myſelf, ſhall undertake the taſk, 1 per 
haps may, on a future occaſion, hold it my duty to yin 
him that diſtinct and copious eulogium which is his jul 
due. Yet before I fit down, I can by no means omit meg. 
tioning the perſon in office, who with little better preteg, 
Hons, in my humble opinion, than the daily runner of; 
faction, 1 at Mr, Jenkinſon) having climbed inn 
a poſt of high financial truſt, the firſt duty of which jy 
to be provident of the treaſure of his Sovereign and hj 
country, meaſuring his claims by his own preſumptiq 
and rapaciouſneſs, not by deſert, exacted from the crow 
a more liberal gratuity than has heretofore been given ſa 
eminent and ſplendid national ſervices ; more than wy 
aſked by a Burleigh, a Godolphin, or an earl of Chathan; 
and more than deemed ſufficient, by a munificent and grate 
ful nation, for an illuſtrious naval conqueror,t who is nos 
pafſhng the evening of his life in humble frugality, Tel 
this, Sir, to the people of America; and tell them, that 
1 of ſtate,® retiring from, or rather deſerting the 
public duty, at a conjuncture of ſome embarraſment, either 
— indolence, apprehenſion, or conſcious inſufficiency 
is to be penſioned on the ſtate to the amount of 3000], fr 
annum. I ſay, Sir, relate theſe recent marks, how u. 
mirably we Britons appropriate our owa money, and the a. 
loniſts can no longer heſitate to make us truſtees for the dil 
ſal of theirs ; eſpecially if it be to paſs through the ſane 
nds, and for the like hallowed purpoſes. 
. However, I ſhall ftill flatter myſelf, as a conſequence d 
the motion made by the honourable magiſtrate, (though! 
could have wiſhed it in a better mode) that our gracious Son- 
reign will, from the tranſcendent goodneſs of his heart, and 
reſſective wiſdom, at length give ear to the ſupplications of hi 
afflicted peopee ; and notwithſtanding he may, from an its 
pulſe of lenity, preſerve the guilty miniſters 2 the punil⸗ 
ment their offences demand, he will, for the ſake of hum. 
vity, and for his own ſafety, remove them from his coundl 
and preſence for ever. bs | 
r. Hayley ſaid, that inſtructed as he was by his conſis 
tuents, he could not give a ſilent vote on the occaſion; 1 
be thought, that as all the petitions preſented to the King ia 


4 Bir Edward Hawke, | TY, 1 8 
Lord R-—bht—rd, | 2 * * We 


115. D E F 229 


1 rejeed with diſdain and contempt, the preſent method 
an addreſs to the King from the Houſe was a proper mea- 


Lord Feolkeftone highly complimented the member who made Lord Tele- 
notion, both as a public and a private man, and ſaid, that 

held a ſeat in that Houſe: on the moſt honourable terms 

t for his own part, he condemned all the meaſures which 

deen taken againſt America; becauſe they were adopted in 

ance, and by reprobating every principle on which we ſup- 

n our own liberties ; that particularly the act for eſtabliſh- 

g deſpotiſm and Popery in Canada, was moſt obnoxious ; 

7 not to mention the annihilation of every ſpecies of civil li- 

ity which it eſtabliſhes, it plainly declares, that in the opi- 

on of Parliament, all religions are equal; and that the only 

ndation of preference of any, is, its being the more eafily 

yerted into an engine of ſtate, But as the motion was 

ted againſt acts of Parliament, it was impoſſible to agree 

it, The movers of them are, ſaid he, ſufficiently known. y 
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he edo not want to be informed of that, It is ſufficient at 
” ſent, that Parliament has adopted them : time may came, 
1 hoped, would come, when we ſhall know who concealed 


t information ; who ſuppreſſed that evidence, which if 

ament had received, it would not have adopted them. 

hat he ſhould reſerve himſelf till that time, and there fore at 

nt moved the previous queſtion on the motion of the 

nan, as on one which ought never to have been made. 

Mr. Huſſey ſeconded this motion. | Mr. Huſſey 

Mr. Thurlee ſaid, that an application to the crown concern- Mr.Tþurive- 

any meaſures which had once paſſed the Parliament, was 

ply improper, unconſtitutional, and derogatory to their 

wur; but that he was againſt the previous coy Tho as he 

ld chuſe to give the motion itſelf a flat negative. 

Mr. Charles Fox ſaid that he ſhould be againſt the motion, Mr. Fes. 
uſe it ſeemed to excuſe adminiſtration, and to throw the 

le guilt on ſome other perſons ; whereas he thought ad- 

Ifration equally guilty; but he did not think that any 

iſment could at any time be conſtitutionally and legally 

aed for any thing whatever, which ſhould be done in 

ament ; this conduct there, will always be followed by the 

of reputation; and that he ſhould therefore move for 

= of the day, as the beſt method of getting rid of the 

wernor Jahnſtone diſliked Mr, Fox's doctrine, that miniſ- Gov. Jobs- 

Wee only puniſhable by loſs of reputation. He quoted Sir He. 

ke's authority, that acts of parliament, obtained 
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by undue influence, or by miſinformation, were ncithe; 
- conſtitutional excuſe, nor by precedent could be made 2 he 
ter for the miſconduct of miniſters. He ſaid, that he diſlike 
the frequent uſe of the word impeachnicht ;* that impeackoe; 
was a great power of the ſtate, ſeldom to be exerted, but new 
to be mentioned without a probability of carrying it int 
effect againſt ſome great criminal. That he objected toi 
mation, becauſe he thought an inquiry ſhould begin! 
proving fome fact, And faid, he hoped, that from 4 
variety of opinions in the Houfe, and the treatment this mx 
tion met with, that gentlemen would be taught bow necel 
fary it was to act in concert, and conſult and act with 
number of other perſons in their motions and meaſures, 
Mr. RR. Mr. Righy took this occaſion, afforded by Governor Joh 
ſtone, to ridicule moſt ſtrongly the conduct of oppohitia 
He remarked their diſtraction; and the abject ſtate to whi 
every independent gentleman in the Houſe mutt reduce hig 
ſelf, as a member of oppoſition; that he muſt follow a lea 
much more flaviſhly and implieitly than in any adminiltg 
tion; for that if any unconnected member ſhou}d make 
motion which oppoſition had itſelf determined, yet if 
did it without their previous conſent and permiſſion, f 
would themſelves turn round upon the honeſt gentleman s 
rebel, and treat him with more indignity and inſolence, f 
any of which they complained in behalt of the America 
He reminded the city members, that as they profeſſed that 
acted in conſequence of the inſtruction of their conſiturat 
they ought to obey them univerſally, that there were parti 
lar-points which they had overlooked; that they ought i096 
up their memories, before they profeſſed ſuch obedience; 8 
he wiſhed them to obey them univerſally ; that he might l 
an opportunity of negativing them univerſally. _ 
Ihe quettion was then put for the order of the & 
- which paſſed in the negative, without a diviſion. t 
The previous queſtion was then put, that this queſion 
now put. Ayes 156; noes 16. | | 
The main queſtion was then put. Ayes 10; noes 10) 
. The Houſe went into a committee of ſupply. 
- » Reſalved. That 426,904, 195. 64. be granted for (6 
dinary of the navy, for the ſervice of the year 1776. 
Fuat 339,15 11. be granted ta his Majeity for buildings 
buildings, and repairs of ſhips for the ſervice of 


1776. 


+ 


1. 1775. r 
| November 28, 

The reſolutions of the committee of ſupply were reported; 
ind after a ſhort converſation between Captain Luttrell and 
Mr. Buller, agreed ko, 
Captain Lurtrel? obſerved, that 5 

for rebuildings and repairs of pe 
was well fatisfied were never expended, He inftanced in par- 
ticular, the Dragon, which had been charged in the eftimate 
for three ſucceſſive years, and ſtill remained in her former 
dndit10nN, 


* 


he repairing or rebuilding a fhip might come to; for in ſome 
Inſtances repairs and rebuildings — high as building a 
len ſhip ' 


at, whereas it er by the eſtimates alluded to, that 
be had coſt the public 32,0001. though ſhe ſtill remained uſe 
&, and for ought he could learn, would ever continue ſo. 


ulding, it was not now the queſtion, It might be ſome- 
mes better to repair, at others better to rebuild, and on 
ber occaſions ftill better to condemn entirely, and lay a 
in veſſel on the ſocks; And as to what the honourable 
teman urged, relative to the eſtimates, that ſhips were in- 
ded in them year after year, it was nothing uncommon, 
kd might be eafily accounted for. For inſtance, a veſſel 
it be put on the eſtimate this year, and when ſhe came to 
repaired, &c. it might be found expedient to lay out the 
ney voted, upon fore other ſhip, and ſo a ſecond and a 
urd year ; but ſtill, that did not go to impeach either the 
priety of the eſtimate or the reality of the expenditure of 
t grols ſum voted, though the application of the ſeyeral 
Ms ſhould be directed to ſervices of a kind differem from 
Wt it was firſt deſtined. = 

12 November 29. 
Reſolutions on the Nova Scotia petition reported. 
When the firſt reſolution was read there was 1 21 
Nerlation on a point of order between lord North, Sir 
aße Yonge, and Mr, Burke, as to the time of movi 
Wl propofitions which each intended. The Speaker in- 
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ſuns were annually Capt. Lars 
of war, which he * 


Mr. Buller ſaid, that it was impoſſible to tell exactly what Mr. Buller, 


Captain Luttrell anſwered, he ſuppoſed it muſt come higher; Capt. Lu- 
uche ſhip juſt mentioned might be built for 30,0001. Com- **** 


Mr, Buller replied, that as to the comparative cheapneſs of Mr. Buller, 


e 
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Lord North. Lord North ſaid, in explanation of the reſolution tha j 
might be proper the committee who would. be appointed t 
bring in a bill upon the reſolutions, ſhould be inſtructed u 
explain that nothing was meant to interfere with the old mak 
of requiſition. That he had heard in the committee the ide 
of the honourable gentleman [Sir George Yonge] as alſo th 
idea of the honourable: gentleman [Governor Pownall] be 
hind him. And he owned he 1 the idea of the bo 
nourable gentleman behind him, of a proviſo making l 
clear that nothing was meant to reſtrain the 2 

maki uiſitions, nor the le from making grants 
* be very 3 the Hou woullh 
the beſt judge of it, when the matter came into diſcuffima 
its proper time. He had always conſidered the petitiona a 

a to the conciliatory propoſition he made laſt year, 
Sir George Sir George Yonge ſaid, it was too ridiculous to ſuppoſe tha, 
Tenge: It was no anſwer to the noble Lord's conciliatory propoſition; 
for that propoſition was addreſſed to thoſe colonies with whan 
we had 1 but we had no differences with Non 
Scotia. In the next place he ſaid, this colony acknowledgs 
the Parliament of Great-Britain to be the ſupreme legillatun, 
and ſo did the general congreſs ; that the petitioners acknon: 
ledge it to be their duty to contribute to the empire, 15 
did the congreſs. But that they likewiſe claimed the fi 
which the congreſs claimed: namely, the giving and grath 
ing their own money, and not being taxed by Parliameat 
that they claimed this as their own right, as well as all Au. 
rica, to which they deſire to be held out as a pattern; al 
they deſiro it on he footing of preſerving to themſelves, 
well as all America, the rights of mankind in civil ſocicq 
He, was convinced they claimed the exerciſe of this, right, 
the condition upon wluch they conſented to grant that tibi 
wo the empire, and of their duty and allegiance to ts 
mother - country. He added, that being by thus petition d- 
vinced that thee were the genuine ſentiments of all the co 
dies, as well thoſe with whom we had differences 4s th 
with whom we had not; and that if the exerciſe of this nf 
was granted by an explicit declaration, which was the Wl 
road ta peace, there would be an end to the war; that heth* 
fore, for the ſake of peace, ſhould conclude with the offs 
his propoſition, wiſhing the miniſtry to accept of it, that 
themſelves might make that peace, which he ſhould ta 
them for, as well as every man in England; which ben 
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ted was in their power, if it was but in their incli- 
don; but was only in their power, or in any body's, by 
.us of a declaration of that kind. That when the exi- 
es of the ſtate may require any further ſupplies from the 
1 „ince of Nova Scotia, then, according to the prayer of 
mn MF petition of ſaid — ſuch requiſitions ſhoald be 
1 ade, as have been formerly practiſed in North America, 


hereby the ſaid province may have an opportunity of ſhew- 
g their duty and attachment to their Sovereign, and their 
ſenſe of the cauſe for which ſuch requiſitions were made, 
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ES. means of which alone his Majeſty can be made acquainted 
& th the true ſenſe of his people in that diſtant province.” 
5 Mr. Fielde ſeconded the motion. He entirely agreed in vir. Fiu1ge, 


te whole of the honourable gentleman's argument; and added, 
ut the matter was of too much conſequence to be left in am- 


om 


The Houſe divided. For the previous queſtion, 89 againſt 


Governor Poœtonall moved the previous queſtion ; in order, Gov. Pas- 
faid, to introduce a motion he had given notice of before. . 


. 

8 Governor Potonall. He was ſomewhat experienced in this 6. 
cr, as to the grounds on which the people of America Pownall. 
Fi pre and grant their monies. He knew, he ſaid, their jea- 

— bubes on this ſubject, and how neceſſary .it is to obviate all 

* Ic, That he had therefore on this occaſion, wherein the 

* uſe are calling upon them to contribute, by their own 
, to the common burdens of the empire and to the 

F mw defence, very attentively watched the mode in which 


In this particular caſe) the Houſe would frame this buſineſs, 
lat there may be nothing, not only to give real grounds of 
jection, but not even grounds of jealouſy. How, he 
5 very apprehenſive leſt when the Houle came to frame 
at part of the bill which requires the approbation of Parlia- 
ent to the juſt proportion of the quota offered, it ſhould act as 
anng to any principle which even ſeemed to imply, that 
dlaws whereby grants of money are made to the crown, were 
dmpleat and had legal effect until the King and Parliament 
ſented to them, All laws, unleſs ſuch as are contrary to 
laws of England, made by the aſſemblies, are cornpleat 
bd have legal effect, unleſs dijallowed by the King. But in 

ats of money, as a quota, towards the common defence, 
lich grants like all others are made to the King, the 
0g's acceptance, accompanied by his thanks, is the true 
112 modo 


r 
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blies will ome uſeleſs, and that all intercourſe betwen 


it is the univerſal apprehenſion of the whole continent 
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mode of approbation, and I hope that the bill will be frame 
— * | 

There was a ſecond point in which he thought he coul 
diſcern the ſeeds of jealouſy; that was, the fixing the quantun 
or amount of the duty. To avoid all doubts and jealouſy 
on this head, and to hold it out to the other colonies as a 
indiſputable truth, that the Houſe do not mean that th 
amount of any grant made by any houſe of repreſentative in 
America, muſt originate in the Britiſh Houſe of Commons; 
it will, he hoped, be diſcriminately marked, by reciting i 
the bill that the naming the amount or rate of the duty, i 
this caſe is done, at and in conſequence of the expreſs refs 
_ and ſpecial defire of the houſe of repreſentatives of Nor 

ona, | | 

A third point will alſo require a ſcrupulous attention. He 
ſaid, he had watched it with a jealous attention: and th 
is, that although the money ted for the common defence 
muſt lie at the diſpoſal of the Supreme Power which hath the 
direction of the common defence; yet the application of 
to that defence only, ſo as that it may never be perverted tf 
other A ſhould lie with the grantors. If there be EH 
the leaſt doubt on this head, if this matter be not made cis 
in the tenor of the bill, whatever Great-Britain may 
from Nova Scotia, it will never have a grant from any on 
Province. 

If theſe matters ſhould ever be ſettled, there will ſtill x 
main a doubt which muſt be cleared up. The people 
America have got rooted in their hearts a jealouſy, that wie; 
the Parliament have once carried the point of a fixed and pe 
manent revenue for the ſupport of the colony governmen 
and a tual revenue for the common defence, allen 


: 


them and the crown, will be cut off. The houſe of Tp*8ine: 
ſentatives of Nova Scotia expreſs this fear and jealouly, 


America, A motion ariſing from a very accurate and pg 
attention, was made in the committee by an honourable fen 
of his, [Sir George Yonge] and had it been placed on ft 

as ſuited Go itution both of the colonies zd 
arliament, he would, as he then ſaid, have ſeconded and ii 
ported it. It was not fo framed, That ſomething on that i 
ought to be done, he was fully perſuaded. He had there 
drawn up, under the form of an inſtruction to ſuch comme 


i; ſhall be ordered to prepare and bring in the intended bill, the 
idea which he meant to propoſe to the Houſe when that com- 
mittee is appointed, © That they do by a proviſo take care 
bat nothing in that bill doth extend or be ſuch as may be 
conftrued to extend in any manner to reſtrain the crown, 
when the exigencies of the ſtate may requre any further aids 
fro the ſaid province, from making requiſitions thereto in the 
uſual manner, as formerly — nor to reſtrain the 
peeple of the faid province from giving and granting to his 
WMaeſty, by their repreſentatives in aſſembly met, further 
ids on ſuch requiſition fo made ;” by which, as they pro- 
perly ay they may have an opportumty of ſhewing their 
duty and attachment to his Majeſty, their ſenſe of the 
breice for which ſuch requiſition is made. 
The firſt refolution being agreed to, when the ſecond came 
© be reported, Sir George Yonge moved the following g, d 
amendment. * That it appears to this Houſe, that ther age. 
granting the powers to the colony of Nova Scotia, of pro- 
nding for the ſupply of the future exigencies of government, 
by the mode of requiſition formerly uſed in America, was the 
tondition on which the ſaid colony did make the offer of 
ranting the revenue in their petition expreſſed.“ | 

Mr. Burke ſeconded this motion. He faid it was almoſt i, Birte. 
win to contend, for the country gentlemen had abandon= 
their duty, and placed an implicit confidence in the mi- 
wſter, - But that ſhould neither now nor hereafter prevent 
um from performing his duty; for, let the noble Lord be in 
ir out of office, when the meaſures which he was hurrying 
de nation wildly and inconfiderately into, were fatally 
proved to be ruinous and deſtructive in their conſequences to 
au moſt important intereſts of this country, his Lordſhi 
Might depend on it, that he would be made reſponſible for 
weaſures he had carried into execution, under the ſanction of 
ach a confidence. N N Ne 
Mr. Fox ſpoke in favour of the amendment. He ſaid, an, Fu. 
Moution to it by adminiftration, appeared to him ſcandalous 5 
d diſgraceful. He was aſtoniſhed how the Houſe could 
mow and agree to ſuch a ſolemn mockery of all Parlia- 
nary order and decorum. 

dir Grey Cooper ſaid, he was ſurpriſed that the | or ring Sir Grey 
the other fide, when they were objecting to the reſolu- c. 8 
"nm, never ſaid a ſyllable relative to the very dutiful expreſ- | 
"contained in the petition, in which they acknowledge the 

Pemacy of the legiſlature of this country. * 

ry 
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Mr. Author Mr. Anthony Bacon ſaid, he could venture to (peak vic 


Mr. Burke. 


Lerd North. 


faid reſolution ſeems to require, that the ſaid offer ſhould be 


reſolution, although no grounds for determining ſaid pr 
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ſome confidence, as the matter concerned trade; and he wy 
convinced a bill brought in purſuant to the reſolutions noy n. 
ported, would have the moſt ſalutary effects, both in pour 
of revenue and commerce. bels 

It paſſed in the negative. 
Ide ſecond reſolution being agreed to, Mr. Burke propeſ. 
ed the following amendment to the third reſolution : “ Thy 
although the terms of the refolution of this Houſe, of the 
25th of February 1775, relative to America, ſeem lite- 
rally to require, that the offer therein mentioned ſhould he 
abs by the governor, council, and aſſembly, or gener 
court of any. province, the true intent and meaning of the 
ſame does not require any thing more, in order to be accept. 
ed by this Houſe, than that the ſaid offer be made by th 
houſe of repreſentatives of ſuch province; and alſo, though the 


ortion, according to the condition, circumſtances, and 
ſituation of ſuch province, yet that the true meaning of the 
ſaid reſolution doth purport, that any duties which this Hout 
thall approve, will be accepted as a compliance with the (ad 


portion, be laid before this Houſe ; and alſo though the fad 
reſolution does ſeems literally to require, that the ſaid pros 
vinces do make proviſion for the ſupport of civil government 
and the adminiſtration of juſtice in ſuch province, the ſane 
doth not require, that any other proviſion for civil goven. 
ment ſhould be made, than what dach province hath been . 
cuſtomed to make.“ | - | 


— in the negative. 
journed to December 1. 
g b Dec ember 1. 


Lord Nerth moved for the ſecond reading of the Amt 
can prohibitory bill. He ſaid, if there was any thing wid 
carried an air of ſeverity in the bill, it would be in the po. 
er of America herſelf to prevent its operation; for all that i 
people of any colony had to do, was, in any one inftat 
to own the legiſlative ſupremacy of Great Britain, as che f 
rent and controlling ſtate; or if unwilling to accede 10 
general declaration of that kind, to contribute of their 
accord towards the ſupport of government, as one of the pi 
of the empire entitled to the protection of the Whole. y 
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delivered in this 
zone of thoſe who have lately changed their opinions re- 
ting America, Had I indeed formerly approved the 
nealures of government towards the colonies, the ill ſucceſs 
wich has refulted and which is likely to reſult from them, 
1d now convince me of the expediency of changing the 
em of our conduct. My ſentiments, however, have 
een confirmed, not altered, by our late unſucceſsful experi- 
ents in America; as I have conſtantly diſapproved every 
& for impoſing taxes on the colonies, | 
Reſpecting the bill now under confideration, I muſt op- 
aſe it, becauſe of all our proceedings, this appears to me 
moſt violent and impolitic. It begins with a. formal 
diſcriminate declaration of war, againſt the inhabitants 
f thirteen colonies, and after authorizing a general ſeizure 
d confiſcation of their effects, it concludes with a fal- 
Kcious nugatory proviſion reſpecting the attainment of 
ace, Concerning the firſt of theſe objects, I muſt obſerve, 
at were it both juſtifiable and expedient to ſeize and con- 
cate the property of the colomifts without diſcrimina- 
dn, the time for doing it is paſt, and the meaſure be- 
me inpracticable, by that total ſuſpenſion of commerce 
ich has now taken place in America. Twelve months 
bo, indeed, an attempt of this kind might have ſucceeded, 
tits ſucceſs would have been ruinous to multitudes of 
ftiſn merchants, who were either immediately or remotely 
tereſted in the cargoes of all American veſſels wherever 
perſed, and eſpecially of thoſe laden with corn, which the 
mericans were honourably ſending us in diſcharge of their 
vs, and which was neceſſary to preſerve Europe from fa- 
une, The attempt was therefore wiſely ſuſpended, as in- 
ed every other hoſtile meaſure ought to have been; ſince 
u impothble for us to injure the colonies without ſuffering 
[the diſtreſs which we may occaſion them. But if it was 
wpedient to delay the ſeizure of American ſhips while they 
in our power, it muſt be abſurd to attempt it when the 
Alure 18 no longer practicable, or at leaſt when our only 
tures will be privaterrs, which a knowledge of this act will 
ke the coloniſts to fit out, in order to diſtreſs our Weſt 
Km trade, and make repriſals for thoſe depredations which 
me now going to authorize; unleſs indeed the ſevere 
nes of this bill ſhould (as I think they will) induce the 
= 40 ee eee $05 ene 
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' Thomas Walpole. My ſentiments have been ſo rare- Hon. The. 
— Houſe, that ſome gentlemen conſider me 


an unconditional ſubmiſſion to our claims. Very litt 
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Americans to open their ports to the ſhips of other ma. 
time powers, and invite foreigners to ſupply their wang 
a proceeding which would compel us to ſeize the effects 9 
the ſubjetts of other ſtates, and eventually. involve us in ; 
diſaſterous European war. 2 

« ReſpeRting the concluding part of this bill, L cannot by 
think the proviſion which it makes for peace is very unfuit 
able and inadequate to the attainment of it. For the ym. 
viſion conſiſts only of a power in certain circuimſiances, w 
grant particular pardons and exemptions from the penal. 
ties of this act. But will the offer of pardon ſatisfy men why 
acknowledge no crime, - who are — not of doing but 
of ſuffering wrong? Or will the of an exempt 
Zinta fonts, ſeizures, ke GE redreſs of an — 
vance, diſarm thoſe who have deliberately refuſed all com- 
merce until their grievances ſhall be redreſſed? A noble 
Lord, who is now become the miniſter for America, bas ü. 
deed told us, that nothing ſhould be granted to the colo 
niſts until they ſhall have laid down their arms and ma 


however muſt his Lordſhip know of human nature, or d 
the people annexed to his department, if he thinks the mo- 
tives which have induced them to aflociate, arm and fight 
in the defence of their ſuppoſed rights, will not form 
prevent the return of peace, unleſs more adequate and jul 
viſions be made for obtaining it. | 
The only benefit which has reſulted from our unh. 
conteſt with America, is, that by it we have been led to 
vert to the firſt principes of civil polity. After oumerow 
ſtruggles between the powers and opinions of contenu 
parties, we all now agree in this fundamental truth; t 
civil government was inſtituted to benefit the many, wi 
are governed and not the few who govern ; or, in od 
words, that its proper end is the prefervation of life, fruin 
and property; and of theſe, the latter has, under our can 
tution, been the object of peculiar care. Indeed the very1 
ture of property, as it is conſtantly defined, requires i 
the proprietor alone ſhould have a right to diſpoſe of MN. 
property, and therefore it is that by the maſt ſolemo pu | 


fions of our government, the conſent of thoſe from ws J 


money is wanted for national ſervices, is made indilpt 
* neceflary. I have attentively conſidered the peculiar i 
this Houſe reſpecting the impoſition of taxes, and allo! 
aſual words, forms, and circumſtances of our my 
1 UN 


2 
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grants, which of themſelves ſufficiently prove, that a right of 
ranting away the property of our conſtituents, is totally 
liftin& and different from a right of making laws to govern 
them, We are the only branch of the legiſlature that re- 
reſents the people and property of Great Britain (the peers 
rung by titles derived from the crown) and therefore a 
gant of this Houſe in its repreſentative capacity neceſſarily 
ecedes the impoſition of any tax on the people. This 
pears from the tenor of all the acts for raifing ſup- 
plies, which begin with reciting that the Commons” 
done, ſeparately and diſtinctly, have firſt granted the rates, 
lues, and impoſitions, intended to be levied, and after- 
vuds proceed to enact, by the — authority of King, 
Lords, and Commons, that the ſums which have been thus 
ditiatly granted by the latter, ſhall be collected according 
the intention of their ſeveral grants; and in the very ſame 
unner the legiſlative aſſent of Parliament was always re- 
uired to authorize a collection of the ſubſidies formerly 
nated by the clergy in convocation ; though yet without a 
xevious grant from the clergy, no taxes were collected from 
em by authority of Parliament until the reign of Charles 
e Second, when they obtained a ſhare in the national re- 
geſentation. And excepting the perplexity, which late ſo- 
iſtical fallacies may have occaſioned on this ſubject, no pri- 
lege of our conftitution was ever better aſcertained, more 
ererally underſtood, or more confidently believed, than the 
wizge which Engliſhmen for a long ſucceſſion of ages 
we enjoyed, of being taxed only with their own conſent, 
that of their repreſentatives. In virtue of this privilege, 
was, that the unrepreſented people of America refuſed to 
the taxes we have lately impoſed on them; a refuſal 
ach has been followed by a ſeries of intemperate and vio- 
it acts on our part, and by a loſs of our former dominion 
er thirtten of the colonies on that continent. To recover 
afection, the commerce, and the allegiance, of the peo- 
e of theſe colonies, ſhould be the end of all our endeavours, 
te meaſures which we have hitherto purſued for this end, 
Me produced none but the moſt pernicious conſequences ; it 
ume therefore to profit by experience, to grow wiſe 
kfortunes, and to try the effects of a different ſyſtem of 
wet, Enough, and I fear too much has been already 
Ipted by irritation, by menace, and dy violenee ; let 
give way to milder proceedings; let us ſeek for peace, 
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d govern, not by deſtroying the ſources of that com- 
Vor. III. K* merce 


| by carrying war and deſolation over the countries we 
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Mr. Carne 
wall, 


Mr, Dun- f 


ning. 
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merce we would regain, not by exciting irreconcileable ha. 
tred in thoſe whoſe affections we ſhould reconciliate, but by 
puriuing the dictates of reaſon, humanity, and juſtice, which 
are all repugnant to every part of the bill under conſide- 
ration. 

Mr. Cornwall did not fee how the diſpute with Amerie 
would be productive of a war with any European power, He 
imagined the reverſe, becauſe Spain in particular, feeling x 
ſimilarity of ſituation and intereſt, inſtead of encouraging Ane. 
rica in acts of diſobedience to the parent ſtate, would rather 
contribute every thing in her power to ſuppreſs a revolt, which, 
in example, might be fatal to her own intereſts in the ney 
world. He obſerved, that great ſtreſs, he foreſaw, woul 
be laid on that part of the bill, which ſubjected all ſhips 
merchandize, &c. which belonged to the people of Ameria, 
or any perions whatever found trading to that country, tt 
forfeiture and confiſcation ; but he ſuppoſed, if the preſent 
ſtate of that country were only conſidered for an inſtant, the 
propriety of that part of the bill muſt be ſelf- evident; for 
the non exportation and non- importation agreement had u 
conditionally taken place the 1oth of September laſt, the 
inevitable conſequence would be, that all trade being ata 
end between both countries, a communication would be ont 
between America and the ſeveral maritime and commercia 
nations of Europe, particularly France and the United Pr 
vinces. He ſaid, in the preſent ftate of things, howen 
great our native ſtrength and reſources might be, ſuch x 
the nature of a land war to be carried on in that diſtant pa 
of the world, that we could never expect to ſucceed ; the 
fore the ' preſent bill was neceſſary, as by reſtraining tan 
maritime intercourſe with other nations, it would complet 
cut off all their reſources, and give Great Britain the a 
vantage of exerting her ſtrength on that element, where 
never found an equal. He concluded, with aflerting that f 
government of this empire was placed in the Briti Pall. 
ment; that of courſe, whatever the Britiſh Parliament, 
its wiſdom and juſtice decreed, was, to all intents, con 
tions, and purpoſes, binding upon every other part of 
whole empire, | 

Mr. Dunning, Whatever doubts prevailed on the firſt 
of the ſeffion, whether the ſpeech from the throne pred 
war or peace, no one could now be at a loſs to kno 
genuine import. He was one who looked upon it, from" 


yery beginning, to be a formal declaration of war T i 
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America, He was every day more and more ſatisfied that 
his ſuſpicions were well founded; but now he had nothing 
to prevent him from pronouncing with certainty, that he 
was fully juſtified in his opinion, that war, and a war of the 
moſt unrelenting and bloody complexion was meant to be 
made on thoſe devoted people. He was tolerably verſed in 
titery, nor was he ignorant of the Jaws of his country; 
hut never, within the compaſs of his reading or knowledge, 
lid he hear of ſuch a rebellion as the preſent. Who, ſays he, 
rt the rebels? What are the principles they controvert ? 
Who is the Prince to whom they profeſs obedience? But turn- 
inz from thoſe matters, which are only a fit ſubje& for 
xdicule, do not the conſequences promiſe to be ferious ? Let 
w think only a minute of the manner we have been treated. 
How is it poſſible we can proceed an inch with any or the 
ect degree of propriety, without the neceſſary information? 
This, it is poſſible, may be a good bill; it may be the only 
meaſure left us to adopt, which may be the means of bring- 
ing that country back to a proper ſenſe of her duty; but is 
there one gentleman in this Houſe, even one honourable mem- 
ter on the treaſury bench, who will riſe and tell me, that 
ls ſupport to the preſent bill ariſes from his information, 
* will take upon himſelf to ſtake his general ſupport of the 
il upon information had, but not proper to be commuyni- 

d to this Houſe? I am certain, bold and enterprizing 

many of them are, there is not one, I cannot fit down 
Atdout ſaying a word or two relative to the manifeſt par- 


ity adminiſtration has lately ſhewn to a neighbouring 
ungdom ([reland) which uſed not to be in very high eſteem, . 


o longer tyrannized over and opprefled, ſhe has ſuddenly 
dome a favourite; ſhe has been lately told by the miniſter 
re, that ſhe might have Heffians or Brunſwickers, or 
de might have none; and that they ſhould be paid by 
ls country on the preſent occaſion, This ſure is a hap- 
change. Ireland may have foreigners ; ſhe may have 
dem for nothing; and ſhe is fairly told, ſhe ſhall not have 
e without the conſent of Parliament, and even if ſhe 
ould conſent, ſhe ſhall not pay a ſingle ſhilling towards their 
lntenance or ſupport. Great Britain ſhall have foreigners 
ether ſhe will or not; Ireland may have them af ſhe 
fales ; but even then Britain ſhall pay them, 


don, Mr. Fitzpatrick complained of the conduct of admini- Hon. Mr, 
on, in keeping every thing ſecret ; it was very probable Fitzpatricks 


Wminiſtration could have kept it a ſecret, that the King's 
ps were defeated at Lexington in April, or that they ſuffered 
K k 2 worſe 
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worſe than a defeat at Bunker's Hill, we ſhould have nem 
heard of thoſe two very mortifying occurrences ; nor th; 
an army of 10,000 men, with a moſt formidable train g 
artillery, and commanded by four generals of reputation 
have been blocked up during the whole ſummer, by a body of 
people, who have been deſcribed in this Houſe, ever fincethey 
names have been firſt mentioned, as a mere cowardly rabhly 
He was extremely forry to find that the very framers of the 
bill, eicher underſtood ſo little about it, or choſe to affed᷑ iu 
groſſeſt ignorance as to its true meaning; he could eafi 
diſcern that the bil} breathed nothing but war, and the 
not of an ordinary nature; for it was not a war that mjpht 
be ſtifled or compromiſed by a mixture of affertion or cons 
ceſſion, but made upon a principle of ruin to one of the 
parties, if not to both; in ſhort, it was a war of mere reyeng, 
not a war of juſtice, 

Mr. Far. Mr. Fox enumerated the ſeveral contradictions and evaſion 
of the miniſter, ſince the commencement of the preſent ſe 
ſion, and contraſted - theſe with his Lordſhip's declaratiot 
the preceding ſeſſion. He obſerved on the doQrine of u 
conditional ſupremacy, that it went to this; Tax America 
any amount, or in any manner you pleaſe ; if ſhe compliin 
puniſh her with pains and penalties of the moſt cruel an 
unrelenting nature; and if ſhe reſiſts ſuch tyranny and bu 
barity, then fit down day after day in merciful deliberati 
on the moſt potent and expeditious way of ſtarving or mi 
facring the devoted victims. 

Attorney C.- Attorney General [Mr. Thurloe] infiſted no troops i 

al. been offered to Ireland, as aſſerted by his learned fri 
[Mr. Dunning] who, he feared, laid too much ſtreſs up 
news-paper information. Even if the fact was ſo, this 
not the proper time to debate it, nor could he perceive m 
kind of relation there was between the ſuppoſed offer m 
to Ireland, and the bill under conſideration. | 

Mr. Burke, Mr. Burke obſerved, that the preſent was a retroſpelt 
bill, for it inflicted puniſhments for acts thought innocent 
the time they were committed, and legalized others wi 
were acts of atrocious plunder and robbery. Our 82708 
ſent his apoſtles to teach and proclaim peace to all nation 
but the political apoſtles, to be ſent out by this bill, would 
the harbingers of civil war, in all its moſt horrid and! 
deous forms, accompanied by fire, ſword, and famine. | 

Right hon. Right Hon. T. Townſhend was ſevere on the oftenſible® 

— niſter; who ſaid he was but a mere ſhadow of authority" 
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real power being lodged in the perſon of the honourable 
gentleman who fat next bim, [Mr. Jenkinfon. ] 


always adted eonformably to the ſpirit of the conſtitution, 
and defied his accuſers to point out a ſingle inſtance to the 
contrary, [Here ſome altercation happened] 


to explain, it was always underſtood that they were to con- 
fine themſelves to bare explanation, and not after ſpeaking 
o the queſtion, again enter into debate, He therefore ap- 
pealed to the chair, He knew thoſe kind of appeals were 
n- ery diſagreeable to the chair, and would hurt the Speaker 
2 exerciſe a power ſo very contrary to his gentle diſpoſi- 
tion. 1 laugh.) 

Lord John Cavendiſh and Governor Johnſtone ſpoke like- 
wiſe to order. 


ſequences of this bill muſt be dreadful, as he ſuppoſed be- 
fore the end of the year it would throw above 40,000 hands 
out of employment. 


peneral information, but he could venture to affirm it was 
not the caſe in Lancaſhire. 


dill now under conſideration, he told us, it was his intention 
to repea] the three ſeveral acts, reſtrictive on the trade of New - 
9 England, and certain other colonies, as inſufficient to the 
| Purpoſe he had in view. Now, if I have comprehended the 
noble Lord aright (and I have followed him with ſome atten- 
ton throughout the whole of this unfortunate buſinefs) he 
tas at different times profeſſed to have in view two very diſ- 
tint and contradictory purpoſes : the one to accelerate a 
peace, the other to continue the war with energy, and a 
profuſe effuſion of blood. If the noble Lord would repeal 


00 "25 for the preſent, he may probably lay the ground-work 
i peace; but, if the noble d proceeds to a more diffuſe 
nd rigorous ſeverity, he will put an end to every ray of hope 
hat could be entertained of ſincere or effectual conciliation. 
One hope, Sir, I will however ſtill entertain, and which 1 
mn neither afraid nor aſhamed to avow ; it is, that the Ame- 
ans may prove ſucceſsful in the maintenance of their juſt 

rights, 


Mr. Jentinſon ſaid he did not underſtand what ſuch in- Mr. Je- 
fnuations led to, if not to miflcad the Houſe ; that he had e. 


Mr. Rigby to order. If gentlemen thought proper to riſe Mr. RHAṼ 


Lord George Cavendiſh ſaid, the manufactures were daily Lord Gerrge 
fclining in almoſt every part of the kingdom, and the con- Cevendih. 


Lord Stanley. He could not contradi& the noble Lord's La. Stanley. 


Honourable Temple Luttrel. When the noble Lord, at the Hon. Temp. 
head of the — firſt gave notice to the Houſe of the Lurtrell. 
a | 


eſe iniquitous acts, and ſuſpend all other hoſtile proceed- 
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rights. Sir, I heartily wiſh them ſucceſs, for their ſakes 
who have been groſsly injured, and I wiſh it for our ow, 
We have now before us a dreadful alternative: if the colo. 
nifts gain the victory, we bid farewel to the moſt yaluahl 
branch of the commerce of Great-Britain, and we no lon 
hold that pre-eminent diſtinction, which the triumphs of the 
laſt war, and our ſuperior form of government, gave ug x 
Juſt title to, among the powers of Europe: if, on the other 
hand, the miniſterial army ſhould come off with conqueſt, ty 
judge by your northern addreſſes; by the accommodating 
temper of the military (ſo different from former times); an 
above all, to judge by the complexion of our preſent ruler; 
the liberties of England muſt inevitably fall a ſacrifice on 
the American continent. But, Sir, I truſt, the eyes of 
Great-Britain will open, ere it be too late, and that ſhe vil 
diſcover the dangerous precipice, on the brink of which ſhe 
at this day ſtands, Sir, without any extraordinary talent of 
prophecy, I do venture to foretel, that if theſe violent mes. 
ſures of coercion be further perſevered in, you will invole 
every diſtri of the Britiſh dominions throughout the ft 
quarters of the globe, in the various calamities and horrors 
your unnatural civil war. Surely, Sir, the country-genti 
men, who are fo frequently called upon from all ſides of the 
Houſe, now they are retiring into the country, muſt ponder 
during the Chriſtmas receſs, on the miſchiefs they have bee 
acceſſary to, and will return to Parliament with ſentiments 
contrition, and ſuch ſentiments as have uſually actuated thre: 
valuable body of Engliſhmen, Neither will I deſpair of ſe 
ing this Parliament, which has borrowed the name of tht 
memorable Coventry parliament, and copied ſo many of | 
miſdeeds, take from it the only good precedent it can aft 
(for I am not quite clear as to the meaſure of exc|udin 
lawyers). The Coventry parliament, in the fifth year 
king Henry IV. (about the month of January) having grants 
to the crown very exorbitant and unjuſtihable taxes, 2" 
few weeks after, cauſed the record, containing that grant, 
be committed to the flames, hoping by ſuch expedient, ! 
prevent their offence from being diſcovered to future gent per 
tions. Let us, Sir, follow that bright example, and hn 
all the American acts paſſed fince 1763, whether relativel 
unlimited ſovereignty, to famine, or to taxation, ſelectedin 
your rolls, and put into the fre; and when you ſend col 
miſſioners over to Boſton, with the olive branch of peace ly 4+ 
one hand, I would have them, inſtead of the exterminal 
ſword of war, carry in the other a cinerary vaſe, filled * 
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be aſhes of thoſe defunct parchments; to be a ſacrifice at 
e tree of liberty, where they ſhould be buried, and with 
em our mutual animoſities, and every idea that might here - 
ter grow up to malice, reproach, or miſtruſt, Such a le- 
ton, and ſuch credentials, would be worthy the wiſdom 
d juſtice of the Britiſh legiſlature, and reſtore your empire 
o its former ſplendor and proſperity : but if the character of 


of the olive-branch will be accepted of in America, till 
u have riveted fetters on the laſt hand that has nerves able 
reſiſt you. I know, Sir, that, for a ſubject to reſiſt the 
xecutive power of the government over that ſociety of which 
e is a member, muſt be deemed an act of rebellion, unleſs 
ch executive power ſhall have committed a prior act of re- 
lion againſt its creators---the people; for then it virtually 
ys itſelf under an interdict, and reſiſtance is not only par- 
able, but praiſeworthy ; it becomes the duty of every good 
ten; therefore the 9 founders of the Revolution in 
698 were patriots, not rebels; and the foreign princes they 
ought over, and ſeated on the throne of England, in pre- 
0 race to all hereditary claims of ſucceſſion, were legal ſove- 
zus, and not uſurpers, Sir, I ſhall repeatedly affirm, that 
ie adminiſtrators of government in this country, were 
ty of an heinous act of rebellion, when they ſent fleets 
n fleets, and armies on armies, to America, to compel the 
ploniſts to admit of taxation, Three millions of people, 
Ire thouſand miles diſtant, without one delegate in your 
plative body, and ſo eccentral with reſpec to this iſland, 
not to be poſſibly comprehended in virtual repreſentation ; 
cupying a territory of ſuch magnitude, that were you to 
le from the map of it, the extent of the Britiſh iſles, the 
Hect would ſcarely be viſible to the moſt accurate eye. I ſay, 
, this was rebellion againſt the fundamental conſtitution 
 Great-Britain, eſtabliſhed on reaſon and the natural rights 
mankind, from the carlicſt ages, confirmed century after 
fury, and reign after reign ; it was rebellion in the fulleſt 
iſe of the word, againſt the unalienable rights of ſuch an 
Izerial maſs of Britiſh freemen. 

duch is my law; ſuch I hold to be the law of common- 
ile, and (with all due deference to ſome gentlemen in very 
Mhoritative raiment over the way) ſuch 1 underſtand to be 
e ethcient law of the land. 

4 | mentioned the inelegibility of lawyers into the Coven- 
Parliament, and exprefled my doubts upon the expediency 
eit excluſion, it may not be amiſs, if I ſtate to the 
Houle, 


erald be to predominate in this commiſſion, there is not one 
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Mz. Bayly. 


this pretence is ſufficient to condemn them, fo that ene 
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Houſe, before I fit down, on what arguments that doubt wy 
founded. Sir, I know there are many good and wiſe men of 
the reſpeQable profeſſion of the law among us, yet I ſee tw 
very diſtinguiſhed and leading characters of the long. tobe, 
who, from what has fallen under my obſervation, ſince | 
have had the honour of a ſeat here, want frequently to be py 
in mind, that they are elected into the Houſe of Commons y 
repreſentatives of the ſubject, not as retainers of the crown, 
it may perhaps be their duty in a neighbouring hall, on ever 
occaſion, to advance the regal prerogative ; but, Sir, when 
they enter theſe doors, would it not well befit them to 2d y 
unbiaſſed judges of the true intereſts of the people, and ja. 
lous guardians over their liberties ? For, however, they may 
in much profeſional applauſe in the inferiour courts of 
aw, by the dexterity with which they can make their tongue 
recede from their reaſon, and delude their hearers ; to prof. 
tute the enlightened faculties of the mind, and uſe the lit 
arts to miſlead the grand inqueſt of the nation (upon points 
too that effect the vital principles of all good government) is 
both highly dangerous and highly criminal. Sir, I ſhall 
tainly give my vote to reject this bill; without entering int 
any of the articles. I abominate every principle on which the 
bill is founded. 

Mr. Bayly ſaid, he muſt tell thoſe vociferous gentlemen, 
who were calling out in ſuch a hurry for the queſtion, f f 
he muſt firſt call on the noble Lord [lord North] for his eſtate 
which was going to be taken from him by this bill, He (as 
if all trade and intercourſe were ſtopped between the Vets 
Indies and North America, the plantations were at only... 
ruined, as it was impoſſible to make either ſugar or rum, oi 
ſend it to this country without American ſupplics. That: 
ſoon as it was made lawful to take American veſſels, he di 
not doubt but all the ſugar ſhips would be made prizes of 
for as they were obliged to come home by the coaſt of Ame 
rica, it would be eaſy for a petty officer of a man of wart 
fay thoſe ſhips were found hovering upon that coaſt, and d 
they had arms and gunpowder on board (which no merciuil 
ſhip is without) and were going to ſupply the rebels with chen 
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planter's property would de confiſcated and ſhared amon 
the favourites of the minifter. He ſaid, that proof had he 
given to the Houſe, that the annual exports to North A 


— — 


* The attorney and ſolicitor- general. 
+ Several members had called for the queſtion. 
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54. before this fatal war broke out, amounted to three mil- 
los and a half, of which more than three-fourths were of 
wrown manufactories, and that we got great profit from the 
vher fourth, buͤt that the whole of this exportation was loſt, 
« alſo of 600,000]. exported in the ſame manner from Scot- 
and, That the Weſt Indies took more than one million 
ne hundred thouſand pounds annually of Britiſh manufac- 
try, and four hundred and ſeventy thouſand pounds worth 
bf goods were more exported to Africa, to carry on the 
Weſ-India trade; all this added together, amounted to the 
ring ſum of near fix millions ſterling ; and if this bill 
paſed, the whole of this immenſe export would be ſtopped, 
nd thereby ſo great a national benefit would be loſt, beſides 
the infinite advantages we reaped on our trade and imports 
from thence, and a million of nett money annually paid into 
the Exchequer. Therefore he begged and implored gentlemen 
would conſider whether it was not madneſs in adminiſtration to 
nique ſo great a loſs, and put the nation to ſo immenſe an 
expence of blood and treaſure, in order to eſtabliſh an arbi- 
tary and an unjuft right in America, as taxing them without 
theirawn conſent, and which the miniſter confeſſed he never 
beat to make uſe of. Beſides this, he would adviſe gentle- 
men to reflect, whether, as ſoon as commiſſions were given to 
one cruizer to take and make prizes of all veſſels which were 
Found on the coaſt of America with arms and ammunition on 
board, if this would not inevitably involve us in a war with 
France and Spain, as their ſhips and galleons all came home 
from their American colonies by the coaſt of America, and 
well provided with arms and ammunition, which would 
pie juſt the ſame pretence for ſeizing them as our own veſſels; 
n the ſtopping and ſearching them may as reaſonably be 
luppoſed to give as much offence to them as the Spaniards 
pre to us, when the war before the laſt was actually declared 
inſt the Spaniards, for no other reaſon than their ſtopping 
A ſearching our veſſels in the Weſt-Indies. 
The bill being read a ſecond time, agreeable to lord North's 
botion, it was moved to commit the bill for Tueſday the 5th. 
on which ſeveral gentlemen begged lord North to poſtpone 
i few days, to give the Weſt-India merchants and planters, 
Mo had advertiſed a meeting of their body on this bill for 
Medneſday the 6th, an opportunity of laying before the 
mule any information or evidence they might judge neceſſary ; 
vas moved therefore to amend the motion to ev 
enight, the 12th. The Houſe divided; for the amend- 
Vol. III. LI ment, 
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Lord Foltes Lord Folke/tone, in a ſhort ſpeech, obſerved, that the bil, 


Acne. 


put; the Houſe divided again; for it, 155 3 againſt it, 2, 


oven accounts; whereby the manufactures of this ki 


table. | 
Kerd NM. Lord North moved for the order of the day, to go into 
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_ »* Adjourned to December 4. X 
December 4. . 

No debate, | : 
December 5. , 


A petitionof the merchants of Lancaſter, was preſented to 
the Houle, and read; ſetting forth, that the petitioners can 


on a conſiderable trade to the Britiſh ſugar colonies on thei 


are encouraged, and the revenue augmented; and that the 
petitioners are alarmed at the conſequences which muſt hay. 

to the ſaid colonies, ſhould the non-exportation agre 
ment in North America be adhered to; ſrom whence thok 
colonies have hitherto been ſupplied with very large quant 
ties of bread, flour, rice, Indian corn, live ſtock, and other 
provitons, alſo lumber and various other articles abſolurh 
neceſſary and requiſite for their ſuſtenance and ſupport; ul 
that the petitioners are very apprehenſive the preſent inter 
ruption of ſuch ſupplies will greatly diſtreſs the ſaid colonity 
and be very prejudicial to their commerce with them; and 
therefore praying the Houſe, to take into conſideration the 
unhappy ſituation the ſugar colonies muſt be in, while ſuch 
ſupplies are witheld from them, and wherein their cons 
merce may be involved, and grant ſuch relief in the premiſa 
as to the Houſe ſhall ſeem meet. Ordered, to lie upon the 


committee on the bill for prohibiting all trade and in 
with America. | 


in its preſent form, was the ſtrangeſt heterogeneous mixture 
of war and conciliation imaginable, He ſaid, that the di. 
parity of numbers in the Houſe of thoſe inclined to war, ad 
thoſe who wiſhed for peace, was very great, but nothing uk 
the diſparity in the clauſes of the bill ; that there were thitty 
five clauſes that aimed at deſolation, and one only, 2 ling 
one, that pretended to be pacific ; that this mixture of 
tility, and conciliation, in the ſame bill, could proceed fre 
o motive, but a deſire, either of confounding the attent 
y the variety of Ly objects, and diverting it from obſervih 
the diſparity of the various parts, or of precluding dev 
by contipying the ſubje&t matter of two bills in one; u 
both theſe reaſons were indecent, and ener e 1 
animadyerted on the immenſe powers conveyed by the bill ® 
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t did not know whom, on it did not know how many or 
dow few commiſſioners, or whether more than one, and ob- 
{rved, that they were left to act upon diſcretion ; nay, with- 
wt any rule to judge by, had power to ſuſpend the act. That 
if he had no other reaſon for wiſhing the Houſe to agree to 
the motion in this Way, there at leaſt would he a bill of peace 
to balance one that preſcribes nothing but war, horror, and 
confiſcation. His Lordſhip on theſe principles moved, that 
the bill be divided into two ſeparate bills. 
Mr. Dempfer ſeconded him. — 
Mr. Rice oppoſed the motion, on the ground that the Bir. Rice, 
matter of the bill, and its ſubſtantial operation, would anſwer 
the ideas of the noble Lord as well in one bill as two. 
Mr. Demp/ter then enlarged upon the bill itſelf, and ſaid, Mr. De- 
he wiſhed much for the motion, which he knew nothing of He. 
fill it was made, not quite for the ſame reaſons as had = 
yen by the noble Lord, for he approved of that part which 
rated of the commiſſioners; for though he thought the 
vers too great, yet that great powers were undoubtedly 
hecefſary to the ſucceſs of the commiſſion ; that it greatly 
lifrefſed him in his vote, when he wiſhed well to one part of 
| bill, and looked upon the other part with horror; and 
umeſtly begged the motion might paſs, as it would relieve 
in from gieat difficulties, 
Mr. Byzg obſerved, that the bringing in a bill of ſuch im- Mr. Byng. 
ortance as the preſent, looked as if adminiſtration brought 
ie bill in at this ſeaſon. of the year, in order to avoid the 
mokition it would probably meet from the country gentle- 
den. The minifter was well aware, he ſaid, that the coun- 
j gentlemen could not be kept in town this ſeaſon of the 
ar. He ſaid, be begged to be underſtood what he meant 
that deſcription. What he meant by the deſcription 
wntry gentlemen, was perſons of landed property, of con- 
tational notions of independency, men who come into this 
uſe to do their duty; and be was ſure a majority of theſe 
Ws never be prevailed on to countenance a meaſure of fo 
Epotic a complex ion as this. 
dir George Yonge ubjected particularly to the diſpenſing ir George 
wer given to the commiſſioners, which he conſidered as eng. 
ring Parliament, and making it appear contemptible in 
yes of thoſe upon the continent, who already entertained 
ery high idea of its free - agency, and who muſt be ſatis- 
w that it would not wolwrtarily ſubmit to ſuch an indig- 
I, and therefore was brought to ſubmit to it by in- 


2 means, 
L1z Lord 


Lord North ſaid, ſome were againſt the warlike part of the 
bill, others againft the pacific or conciliatory part, but that 
the moſt extraordinary reaſon, with thoſe who wiſhed of 
peace, and ſupported this motion, was the diſpenſing power 
given by the pacific clauſe; for, ſaid he, if the motion paſts, 
the power of diſpenſing, will be of diſpenſing with the paci. 
fic, and not with the hoſtile, bill. He thought it fairer to 
declare againſt the bill in toto; that, he was ſure, was the 
ultimate wiſh of thoſe who wanted to divide it in two; 2nd 
as ſuch, he ſhould ftrenuouſly oppoſe any motion of thut 
tendency, and of courſe, would give his vote for having the 
bill remain in its preſent form. | 

Lord George Cavendiſh ſpoke for the motion, as incapable 
doing any harm, and gratifying ſome perſons who diſliked 
only part of the bill. | | 
Ar five o'clock the queſtion was put on lord Folkeſtone 
motion; and the Houſe divided; ayes, 34; noes, 76, 

The Houſe then went into the committee, 

Sir George Hay ſupported the firſt clauſe with great earneſ 
neſs. He ſaid, no man in his ſenſes could doubt but that 
America was in rebellion; nor no man could doubt, th 
the preſent bill was to all intents and purpoſes perfedl 


juſtißable and neceſſary. He entered into a compant a 
ſtate of the nature of a war carried on againſt rebels an 1 
alien enemies, to ſhew that the latter ſhould be treat t 
with much greater lenity than the former. The [tte ut 
owned no obedience, no duty, no gratitude, while b 
former, turning their back upon every moral as well as ci © 
tye, to violence and lawleſs rapine added moral guilt, a 
the blackeſt of all earthly crimes. N 

Lord John Cavendiſb ſaid it was improbable, that the honoiſſ 41 
able gentleman had drawn up that part of the bill wh! qu 
meaſured out into ſuch exact portions the ſeveral parts e co! 
admiral, captain, &c. was to ſhare of the common ſpe or! 
But who, ſays his Lordſhip, are thoſe ſpoils to be taken fron 
He will probably anſwer, from the rebellious America 4c 
Will the honourable gentieman venture to aſſert, that con 
America is in rebellion ? Or, that after this bill is pan ti 
will he venture to aſſert, that any one man, whether felt = 
within the twelve united-colonies or not, will be ſafe to tn eich 
or even proceed two leagues to ſea? No, it is plain thit * 


has conſidered the bill only in one point of view, the a 
tures, the forfeitures, and confiſcations, the ſharing 
prize money, and the final condemnation. 
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dir George Savile was equally ſevere on the bill in all its Sir Carge | 

parts. . He ſaid, the miniſtry, from a mere childiſh, ſottiſh . 

obſtinacy, to hold their places, were at once riſquing their 

heads, and plunging the nation into certain ruin, He ſaid, 

dead majorities, and thin houſes, were matters very favourable 

and encouraging to the miniſter to perſevere ; but he aſſured 

the Houſe, that the thread when drawn too fine would at 

length break; for however they might vote or divide within 

theſe walls, when our, manufactures were ruined, our re- 

ſources ſtopped or dried up, and that we were engaged in a 

French or Spaniſh war, 1. would avail the miniſter 

yery little: no majority would avail in ſuch a critical ſtate of 

things, much leſs one already univerſally execrated and con- 

demned, for its notorious venality, corruption, and blind 

ſubmiſſion to the mandates of a miniſter, who is himſelf con- 

feſſed on all hands to be far from being popular. | 

Mr. Attorney General ſpoke with preciſion, acuteneſs, and Mr. An- 
judgment, upon commerce. He proved ſubſtantially, though 9 C 
not literally, that that government was in reality the mzilde/?, 
which inflicted the moſt cruel and moft frequent puniſh- 
ments, : 

Mr, Fox, in anſwer to what the learned gentleman had Mr. Far, 
aficmed, that no man would be ſubjected to puniſhment, 
unleſs he were found guilty, replied, that it was better not 
to take the trouble of entering into any proof of innocence 
under this bill; becauſe, whether innocent or guilty, the 
dloody complexion of it ſeemed to prejudge before trial, and 
condemn without proof. 

Governor Lyctelton was for the clauſe. Gov, Lyt- 

Right honourable T. Townſhend, in alluſion to the long — 
quotations of Sir George Hay, obſerved, that many learned 7 T 
quotations had been made by one learned gentleman, in the © / 
courſe of the evening, ſome Latin, ſome Engliſh, but all, * 
or moſt at leaſt, — applicable to the preſent bill. 

Honourable Mr. Walpole condemned the bill throughout, Hen. Mr. 
and predicted the commencement of the ruin of the Britiſh n 
commerce and national greatneſs would be from the very day 
It ſhould receive the royal aſſent. | | 
Mr. Burke ſaid, it was the firſt time he ever heard it aſſerted, Mr. Burks WM 
either in print or in debate, within or without thoſe walls, 4 
that open hoſtilities and rebellion were the fame thing. He 
ſaid, a day would come, perhaps its arrival was not far off, 
when the damnable doctrines of this bill would fall heavy on 
this country, as well as on thoſe who firſt broached them, 
ind were the means of carrying them into execution. I 

a r. 
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N Mr. Bayly condemned the clauſe, and ſaid the bill wolle 


affect his property very materially in the Weſt- Indies. 


Mr. Sr. Le- Mr. St. Leger Douglas replied, he had a conſiderable eſtate. 


te 


in the Weſt-Indies as well as the honourable gentleman; 


nevertheleſs, he thought the preſent bill a very wiſe and ſalu. 
ary meaſure. He knew, he faid, that the Weft<India ifland; 
had lumber ſufficient to ferve them for one, if not two years; 
but if not, he was of opinion that it was better to ſuffer tem. 

inconveniences, than ſacrifice the Britiſh empire ig 


America to the local intereſts of any of its conftituent part 


Sir George 


Sir George Yonge declared - himſelf entirely againſt the bill, 


but at all events, he ſaw no objection its moſt ſanguine 


friends could have to put off the committee for a day or two, 
or until the Weſt-India merchants, who were, he under. 
ſtood, to preſent a petition, ſtating the manner they would 


de affected by it, were firſt heard; he therefore moved, that 


the chairman do now leave the chair. | 

And the queſtion being put, the committee divided, aye 
34 ; noes 126. | | 

Captain Luttrell offered a clauſe for excepting ſuch foreign 
ſhips as might be drove upon the American coaſt, or into 


thoſe harbours by diſtreſs. It paſſed in the negative. The 


clauſe for making the ſeizures the property of the captors wa 
oppoſed by Mr. Walpole, Mr. Townſhend, and Sir Edward 
Dering. They recommended the mode that was purſued is 
the year fifty-five ; (viz.) to let the public have the beneht 
of the prizes, and not throw out ſuch a lure to ſea- officers, the 
younger part of whom would be ſo eager to ſeize every veſſe 


- for their own benefit, as might produce much future miſchieh 


troll. 


and, that bad as the bill would otherwiſe be, by this clauſe, i 
would be made ten times worſe. | 

Captain Zuttrell faid, he had full as much abjeRion to the 
bill in grofs as any of his honourable friends near him, be- 


_ _ cauſe he thought it replete with that barbarous- coercion which 


deſtroyed every chance, that peace and reconciliation would 
again ſubſiſt between this country and our American colows, 
but that he ſtill thought of the preſent as he did of every act d 


Parliament, that, if it muſt paſs into a law, (which he fears 
it would) there was no making it too perfect, nor carrying it 


too effectually into execution; and therefore he ſaid, without 
much hope that he ſhould be able to influence the opinion d 
any man, or a with to miſlead, he ſhould endeavour to point 
out, as the ſeveral clauſes were read, wherein they appeartd 
to him inſufficient to anſwer the ends for which they wen 


apparently intended by the gentlemen in adminiſtration, 5 
N | * 
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yhom he aid in ſome particulars he concurred, uninfluenced 
by {elfiſh views, having neither the merits to boaſt of the 
ſea officers NOW employed in America, nor 2 with to ſub- 
jet himſelf to the orders of the preſent firſt Lord of the 
jmiralty 3 but he hoped, if in the ſequel he ſhould be 
thought to lean with partiality toward that corps to which 
te had the honour and pride to belong, that it would rather 
+ attributed to a natural failing, than to 2 wiſh to mi 


wot put ſo high a value on their ſervices as Parliament had 
ately done by confering upon them the moſt beneficial favour 
ja the moſt — and honourable manner they ever re- 
ceived 8 a corps, and to that he believed the alacrity with 
hich they ſerved in America was in great meaſure owing. 
hat conſidering themſelves to be embarked in the cauſe of 
e Britiſh Parliament, they ſacrificed their inclinations at 
at, if not their humanity, at the ſhrine of gratitude, by 
epting the moſt hazardous, diſagreeable, and unthankful 
nployment the oldeſt of them ever experienced, or that he 
oped, the youngeſt would ever be engaged in again. He 
ud, he knew the generoſity of Parliament towards them was 


„ imprinted in their minds; that of the Miniſter and 
e itt Lord of the admiralty he ſaw with pleaſure beginning to 
1 m, for, in the preſent inſtance, they ſeemed willing to 
o WiWcriice the intereſt of their dependants, to what he confi- 
in e (2nd bad not been convinced to the contrary by what 
ft | from his honourable friends) was the juſt claim of the 
he That he was ſurprized gentlemen would wiſh to 
fel nt to that ſhameful precedent in the year 1755; when 
df, u made repriſals againſt France in a manner not leſs diſ- 


mourable than you are now about to do in America, but 
paverted the produce of them, nominally indeed, to the 


the daf the public (as gentlemen now propoſe) but in fact to 
de · e benefit of the miniſter's friends, ſtiled commiſſioners for 
ich „ who took poſſeſſion of men of war as well as mer- 
chips, without giving the ſmalleſt reward even tothe men 


lo were maimed in battle, or to the friends of thoſe that were 
Jin, He ſaid, he would never ſubſcribe to an opinion, that re- 
ue officers, commiſſioners for prizes, or any other ſet of men 


git Phatſoever deſcriptionor ſituation, were ſo well entitledto the 
aon ares made under the authority of this act of Parliament, ag 
ae who had riſqued their lives and health in a ſervice where 
cunt 


donour was to be got, and where the fatigue of body and 
wety of mind, he feared, would be but Fr repaid by an 

Mt they were likely to reap. He obſerved, that thoſe 
2 gentlemen 


ent and deceive, He ſaid that their moſt able advocate could 
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gentlemen who entertained liberal notions of honour, and 
were at all acquainted with the duty and temper of Brit 
officers and ſeamen, could never think ſerioufly for a moment 
that they would facrifice either to ſordid views, Tf | 
had done fo laſt war, he ſaid, many of them might hay 
become fich at the expence of the treaſure of this country 
but that he never knew the officer who did not ſeek with 
more diligence the privateers and ſhips of force of the enemy 
which annoyed our trade, than for the merchantmen, al 
though little but hard blows was to be got by the former, 
and much wealth by the latter. That he could not think 
meanly of either ſervice as to ſuppoſe any encouragement 
neceſſary to be held out to ſtimulate your forces by fand 


on as a .Tc- 


= © C- a. 


by ſea to a faithful diſcharge of their duty; but if ſuch 0 
reward as this would be the means of carrying any ad of hi 
Parliament more effectually into execution, he thought it ai 
ther a reaſon why the ſeizures ſhould be the property of the ii 
captors, than why they ſhould not. He then replied to v 
| had fallen from an honourable gentleman, who had inſinuati i | 
that there could be no difinclination in the officers or ſeamei 
to ſerve in America, becauſe he had learnt from the fr 90 
naval authority (which the captain obſerved was not ad 
the beſt) that we ſhould be able to man all the fleet & : 
ſtined for the American ſervice, without being put to tha: 
diſagreeable neceflity of preſſing. He ſaid it might be o 
but inſiſted it did not follow that it was a ſervice of choice fy 
that we had loſt our American trade, which had put \ 
heavier embargo on our ſhipping than was ever done þ ( 
any nation to equip the moſt formidable naval armamen 
and that the ſeamen being able to get no other 1 
we of courſe procured them with more facility. He cu 
cluded by obſerving, that if France and Spain ſhould, bes 
— 2 of this diſpute, declare war againſt us, | 
would be neceſſary to man a ſecond fleet, to oppoſe tho 
two great maritime powers, and which way that was tot 
done, whether with an impreſs or without, or by what otte 
device, he wiſhed the fir? naval authority might be able 
tell, and only lamented he could not. 

Is being paſſed eleven o clock the committee adjournel! 
to-morrow. | 


2, | December 6. 
The Houſe reſumed the adjourned committee of tbe f 
ccding day. | 
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Mr. Burke condemned the great impropriety of the diſ- 
getionary power given to the commiſſioners, by the laſt clauſe, 
of pardoning or refuſing to accept of ſubmiſſion, 
Mr. Fielde purſued the ſame idea, and ſaid it was a power Mr. Fieſde. 
of ſuch a nature, as ought not, on any account, to be truſted 
to any ſet of men in a free government. It was a power 
veſted in the Sovereign on certain occaſions, but ſtill his mi- 
niſters were looked upon as reſponſible to Parliament for the 
tye exerciſe of it; whereas, by the preſent bill, that controul 
being given up, the commiſſioners would be left at liberty to 
commit every enormity human nature was capable of com- 
nitting, with perfect impunity, 
Mr. Bayly againſt the clauſe; ſaid it gave perſons a power Mr. Bay. 
prob him and the Weſt-India merchants of their property; 
ut the preſent miniſtry, not content with their places, and 
jeir monſtrous, undeſerved emoluments and douceurs of 
ce, went to war, in order to fill the pockets of their friends 
id hungry dependants. 
Lord North ſaid, he did not know he had done any thing Lord North, 
dich merited the honourable member's reſentment, who 
woke laſt, unleſs his difpleaſure was called forth on his re- 
Ing to let him vacate his ſeat laſt ſeſſion, in order to enter 
rain into conteſt with his antagoniſt, As the honourable 
tleman ſaid he was unjuſt, unmerciful, oppreſſive, &c. 
ſuppoſed the whole charge might be well attributed to the 
ulal now alluded to. 
vir George Yonge and Mr. Freeman alſo oppoſed the clauſe. Sir G.Yonge 
Captain Luttrell ſupported it, declaring, much as he diſ- Captain 
ed the bill in groſs, he would rather every other part of it Lurell 
Jould paſs into a law, than that they ſhould refuſe to in- 
mnify your officers, for carrying punctually into execu- 
n ſueh poſitive orders, as they have received from their 
enior officers, or that have acted uprightly according to 
Ir conſcience, and the beſt of their underſtandings. Where 
d orders have been diſcretional, he ſaid, in either of thoſe 
Parliament were bound in honour. to protect them; 
tif any there were, who had exerciſed their power wan- 
Wy, cruelly, or arbitrary, he truſted they would be ame- 
le, both to the martial and common law of this land. 
tan Luttrell propoſed” ſeveral amendments to the act, 
= were accepted; the Houſe agreeing, from the argu- 
Fats he uſed, they would make the bill more perfect. The 
lance of theſe amendments were, that the vice-admiralty 
ns ſhould have power to ſell ſuch part of the ſeizures, as 
* periſhable commodities, by public ſale, for the clear 
Vor. III. Mm amount 
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moment, he believed we ſhould make America an ind- 
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amount of which, only the captors ſhould be anſwerable th 
the clatmants, if the ſhips were diſcharged ; that the partic 
a — from the deciſions of the vice-admiralty courts 
abroad, thould give notice to the ſaid court within fix months 
after condemnation paſſed; that they had appealed in Eng. 
land, and then the money would not be ſhared abroad, til 
that time was elapſed : and to prevent any action being 
brought againſt the captors, for detaining veſſels belonging 
to any perſons, colony, or plantation, that had returned w 
their duty, without proof being made, that they had notice 
of the iſſuing a proclamation, as the act directs. Thek 
amendments being received, Captain Luttrell deſired to he 
underſtood, that he did not mean to give his ſanction to the 
bill paſſing into a law ; but as of two evils he would chuſ 
the leaſt, ſo he preferred the bill in its preſent ſhape, to the 
ſhape in which it was firſt introduced ; that he lamented, 
we were going to adopt intercourſe by bill in America, in 
lieu of intercourſe by commerce; that now, for the ff 


pendent ſtate ; for after paſſing this act, he thought it in- 
poſſible, there would be found, from one T of that 
great continent to the other, a man or boy, who from this 
peculiar mark of oppreſſion, muſt not of courſe be the mu- 


ral, and probably the avowed enemy, to che unjuſt and in- MW 
politic coercive exerciſe againſt them by Great-Britain, 

Sir Grey Sir Grey Cooper then offered a clauſe, in order to relieveth 6 

Caper." Weſt-India iſlands, relative to lumber, &c. He (aid, if * 

| clauſe did not go to the full extent wiſhed for, it went ah n 
as it could be properly carried, conſiſtent with the tenor of rf 
ll. 

Mr. Boyly, Mr. Bayly oppoſed the clauſe, as of no uſe ; ſaid the ne Io 
India merchants were expected with a petition to-morronglil © 
and looked upon this defective clauſe, which importt are 
nothing, to be inſidiouſly foiſted in, in order to defeat tnuny © 
intended petition. The clauſe was received, and the bl 8 |} 
ordered to be repbrted to-morrow. 0 
December 7. N = 

Mr.Hart'ly, Mr. Hartley. I muſt entreat the candour and patie Q 
of the Houſe this day, as I feel myſelf under an umu _ 
anxiety and agitation, notfimply from baſhfulneſs of ſpeak * 
ing in public, or before this Houſe, which has always be at 
very indulgent to me, (more than I can deſerve) but in py 
the greatnels of the obje&t, in which, though a very pm 110 
individual, I preſume to interfere; an object, upon um nil 


not only the fate of our own times, but of all future 7 


1 P 

'5 both in this country and America will depend. Coming 
5 in this ſtate of mind to the Houſe, I confeſs that I re- 
(red no flight additional ſhock, when I heard that this 
» lay is marked by one of the 8 loſſes that this coun- 
l can ſuſtain, in the death of a great naval commander, 
8 (Nr Charles -Saunders) who has carried the empire of the 
5 alt flag to the higheſt point of glory, a name well 


known to America, not only on our common element the 
ocean, but as an earneſt and zealous friend to the conſtitu- 
tional and civil rights of America. Though an individual 
may feel the loſs of a private friend in him, yet that 1s bu- 
tied in the public loſs. He was every man's friend. He 
mas a friend to his country. And only. for himſelf may his 
death be thought happy, in this at leaſt, that he has not 
outlived the glories of his country, which was the anxiet 
of his lateſt hours; neither will his memory outlive its ju 
and conſtant tribute of veneration and gratitude from every 
part of our dominions. Having diſcharged this poor per- 
ſonal tribute of reſpect and affection to his memory, and 
having entreated the candour of the Houſe to myſelf, I 
mill endeavour to explain the ſubſtance of the propoſitions 
which I ſhall offer to you to-day. 

As there is nothing which I have ſo much at heart as to 
ſee ſome amicable termination of our unhappy diſputes 
mth America, I take the liberty of troubling you once more 
vith ſome propoſitions of pacification, adapted, as nearly 
can judge, to the preſent ſtate of things. When the 
obtaining a revenue was the profeſſed object, as it was the 
only object profeſſed laſt year, I then offered to the Houle, 
with great deference, my ſentiments upon that ſubject, and 
ew up a plan for a letter of 'requiſition, according, to the 
accuſtomed and conſtitutional mode, and ſuited, as nearly 
8 | could judge, to the nature of our connexion with the 
wlonies, To this plan of contributing freely upon requi- 
tion America has again declared her aſſent, in the petition 
b the King, which I moved to have laid before you the 
ter day. That petition has been ungraciouſly diſmiſſed, 
without notice or anſwer, though it contains every thing 
that this country demands from America, There is ſupply 
Won requiſition, if you will have it. No, ſays, the noble 
Lord at the head of the treaſury, we are ready to diſpenſe 


Vith the conſideration of ſupply, but our authority has been 
Wulted, We muft have ſatisfaction for that. Then ſay 
wat ſatisfaction for the point of honour you would have; 

Mm 2 3 
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mands in that point too. 


PpARLIAMENTARV 
for the petition to the Ki 


_ 
goes beforehand with your de- 


n 
They alk for no terms of recon. 


ciliation inconſiſtent with the dignity of this country, 
What can they ſay more? There is ſupply offered, if you 


will have it. 


There is ſatisfaction offer 


to your honour, 


if you will put them to the teſt. ; 
ir, as I take the ground of my propoſitions for pacifca- 


tion from the petition of the 


general congreſs to the Ki 


which now lies upon your table, I beg that it may now he 


read, * 


The 


* Tt was read. 


To the KING's Moſt Excellent MaJzzTY. 


Me gracious Sovereign, 

WE your Majeſty's faithful ſubjects of the 
colonies of New Hampſhire, Maſſachuſets 
Bay, Rhode Iſland and Providence Planta- 
tions, Connecticut, New York, New Jerſey, 
Pennſylvania, the counties of Newcaſtle, 
Kent, and Suſſex in Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, North and South Carolina, in be- 
half of ourſelves and the inhabitants of theſe 
colonies, who have deputed us to repreſent 
them in general congreſs, entreat your Ma- 
jeſty's gracious attention to this our humble 
petition. 

The union between our mother-country 
and theſe colonies, and the energy of mild 
and juſt government, produced benefits ſo 
remarkably important, and afforded ſuch aſ- 
ſurance of their permanency 'and increaſe, 
that the wonder and envy of other nations 
were excited, while they beheld Great Bri- 
tain rifing to a power the moſt extraordinary 
the world had ever known. Her rivals ob- 
ſerving, that there was no probability of this 
happy connection being broken by civil diſ- 
ſentions, and zpprehending its future effects, 
if left any longer undiſturbed, reſolved to pre- 
vent her receiving ſo continual and formida- 
ble an acceſſion of wealth and ſtrength, by 
checking the growth of theſe ſettlements, 
from which they were to be derived. 

In the proſecution of this attempt, events 
ſo unfavourable to the defign took place, that 
every friend to the intereſt of Great Britain 
and theſe colonies, entertained pleafing and 
reaſonable expectations of ſeeing an additional 
force and extenſion immediately given to the 
operations of the union. hitherto experienced 
by an enlargement of the dominions of the 
crown, and the removal of antient and war- 
like enemies to a greater diſtance, 
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At the conclufion, therefore, of the late 
war, the moſt glorious and advantageous that 
ever had been carried on by Britiſh amy, 
your loyal colonies, having contributed to in 
ſucceſs by ſuch repeated and firenuons exter- 
tions as frequently procured them the diſtin. 
guiſhed approbation of your Majeſty, of the 
late King, and of Parliament, doubted 'nat 
but that they ſhould be permitted, with the 
reſt of the empire, to ſhare in the blefling of 
peace, and the emoluments of viQtory and 
conqueſt, While theſe recent and honours 
ble zcknewledgments of the'r merits remained 
on record in the journals and acts of that au- 
guſt legiſlature, the Parliament, undefaced by 
the imputation, or even the ſuſpicion of any 
offence, they were alarmed by a new ſyfem 
of ſtatutes and regulations, adopted for the 
adminiftration of the colonits, that filled 
their minds with the moſt painful fears and 
jealouſies; and, to their inexpreſſible aſtoniſi- 
ment, perceived the dangers of a foreign quite 
rel quickly ſucceeded by domeſtic dangers, 18 
their judgment, of a more dreadful kind. 

Nor were their anxieties alleviated by 20 
tendency in this ſyſtem to promote the vel. 
fare of the mothcr-country ; for though it 
effects were more immediately felt by then, 
yet, its influence, appeared to be injuriov#l 
the commerce and proſperity of Great Inn 

We ſhall decline the ungrateful taſk of & 
ſcribing the irkſome variety of artifices pit» 
tiſed by many of your Majeſty's mioilth 
the deluſive pretences, fruitleſs terrors, an 
| unavailing ſeverities, which have from um 
to time been dealt out by them in theit x. 
tempts to execute this impolitic plan, * 
tracing through a ſeries of years paſt, t 
progreſs of the unhappy differences betwm 


Great Britain and theſe colonies, which 
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The Houſe having heard this moſt dutiful and affectionate 
on to the King from their fellow-ſubje&s in America, 
humbly —_— his Majeſty to become the mediator 
of between them and their parent ſtate, I hope that 
his, added to all the remembrance of our former friend- 
ſhips; to all the ties of conſanguinity, and derivation from 
me common ſtock, by which we claim a joint inheritance 
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te reſtoratio n of 


of theſe dominions. 


1 
— 


d equal right, to peace, liberty, and ſafety, will carr 

Vi Tanni, —— upon he heart of this Houſe; 
u above all, I truſt, that a compaſſionate fellow-feeling 
x the diſtreſſes of our American brethren, ſurrounded b 

the horrors of war and deſolation, added to the gloomy 
mfderation that theſe evils may not be far from our own 
tes, will diſpoſe this Houſe ts ſeek, with a willing mind, 
ace, as the only means to prevent the 
nther effuſion of blood, and to avert thoſe endleſs calami- 
and thoſe ruinous convulſions which threaten every 
In theſe circumſtances it ſhould 


ſeem 
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d from this fatal ſource. Your Ma- 


of 

nd ly's Miniſters perſevering in their meaſures 
ne | proceeding to open hoſtilities for enforcing 
ed m, have compelled us to arm in our own 
ys . 


and have engaged us in a contro- 


dy ky ſo peculiarly abhorrent from the affec- 
ay fo fill faithful coloniſts, that when 
en der whom we muſt oppoſe in this con- 
the ud il it continues, what may be the conſe- 
led e; our own particular misfortunes are 


amel by us only as parts of our diſtreſs. 

Knowing to what violent reſentments and 
mble animoſities civil diſcords are apt to 
Mente and inflame the contending parties, 


4 think ourſelves required by indiſpenſ 

any 'Oligations to Almighty God, to your 

rele eh, to our fellow ſubjects, and our- 

| its ; Immediately to uſe all the means in 

en power, not incompatible with our fafety, 

* lopping the further effuſion of blood, and 
] 


nerting the impending calamities that 
aten the Britiſh empire. Thus called upon 
Wreſs your Majeſty on affairs of ſuch 

to America, and probably to all your 
"ms, we are earneſtly defirous of per- 
time "g this office with the utmoſt deference 
_ Majeſty, and we therefore pray that 
yal magnamity and benevolence may 
the moſt favourable conſtructions of our 
lions on ſo uncommon an occaſion. 


uni 


Could we repreſent, in their full force, the 
ſentiments which agitate the minds of us, 
your dutiful ſubjects, we are perſuaded your 
Majeſty would aſcribe any ſeeming deviation 
from reverence, in our language, and even 
in our conduct, not to reprehenſible inten- 
tion, but to the impoſſibility of reconciling 
the uſual appearances of reſpect with a juſt 
attention to our preſervation againſt thoſe art- 
ful and cruel enemies, who -abuſe your royal 
confidence and authority for the purpoſe of 
effecting our deſtruction. 

Attached to your Majeſty's perſon, family, 
and government, with all the devotion that 
principle and affeQion can inſpire, connected 
with Great Britain by the ſtrongeſt ties that 
can unite ſocieties, and deploring every event 
that tends in any degree to weaken them, 
we folemnly aſſure your Majeſty, that we not 
only moſt ardently deſire the former ha#hwny 
between her and theſe colonies may be reſtores, 
but that a concord may be eftabliſhed between 
them, upon ſo firm a baſis, as to perpetuate its 
bleflings, uninterrupted by any future difſen- 
tions to ſucceeding generations in both coun- 
tries; and tc tranſmit your Majeſty's name 
to poſterity, adorned with that fignal and laſt- 
ing glory that has attended the memory of 


thoſe illuſtrious perſonages, whaſe virtues and 


| 


abilities have extricated ſtates from dangerous 
con- 
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feem well becoming the magnanimity and moderation of 
Parliament, to endeavour to point out, ſome definite mode aul 
terms of reconciliation, in compliance with the prayer of 
that petition, purſuing the ſame ſpirit of peace which breathes 


through every line of it, 


reſerved manner, that notwithſtanding all their ſuffering 
they retain too tender a regard for the kingdom from wid 
they derive their origin, to requeſt 
might in any manner be inconſiſtent with her dign 
welfare, and that his Majeſty will find his faithful fy 
in America, ready at all times, as they have ever ben 
with their lives and fortunes, to aſſert and maintain g 
rights and intereſts of his Maj 


country, Theſe are the 


and ſurely Sir, they contain every compliance and conceſſt 
which can be demanded of them from this country, 


— ———_— 


and as a merited return for that 
confidential and reſpectful deference, by which they te 

implicitly to his Majeſty's wiſdom and juſtice the mode 
and terms of accommodation, declar 


ring in the moſt un 


{uch a reconciliation 


deu) g 


{ty and of their mothe 
united words of North Ameria 


convulſions, and by ſecuring bappineſs toy 
others, have erefted the moſt noble and du- 
-rable monuments to their own fame. | 
Wie beg leave: further to afſure your Ma- 
zeſty, that, notwithſtending the ſufferings of 
.your loyal coloniſts, during the courſe of the 
-preſent controverſy, our breaſis retain too 
tender a regard for the kingdom from which 
we derive our origin, to requeſt ſuch a recon - 
ciliation, as might in any manner be incon- 
Gſtent with her dignity or ber 7ve/fare. Theſe, 
related as we are to her, honour and duty 
as well as inclination, induce us to ſupport 
and advance, and the apprehenfions that now 
oppreſs our hearts, with unſpeakable grief, 
being once removed, your Majefiy will find 
your faithful ſubjects, on this continent, ready 
and williag at all times, as they have ever 
been, with their /ives and fortunes, te aſſert 
and maintain the rights and intereſts of your 
. Majeſfly, and of cur mother country. | 
We therefore beſeech your Majeſty, that 
your royal. authority apd influence may we 
- graciouſly interpoſed, to procure us relief 
. from our afflicting fears and jealoufics, occa- 
- oned by the ſyſtem before- mentioned, an 
to ſe:tle peace throughout every part of your 
dominions, with all humility ſubmitting to 
your Majeſty's wiſe confideration, whether ic 


may not be expedient, for facilitating thy 
important purpoſes, that your Aa 
pleaſed to. direft ſome mode by wbich the val 
applications, of your faithful coloniſts to the ts 
in purſuance of their common councils, a 
be improved into a happy and permanent n 
ciliati;n: and that in the mean time 
ſures be taken for preventing the further 
ſtruQian of the lives of your Majellysk 
jects, and that ſuch ſtatutes as more i 
ately diſtreſs any of your Majeſty's colt 
be repealed. For, by ſuch arrangemean 
your Majeſty's wiſdom can form, for cout 
the united ſenſe of your American fe 
we are convinced yaur . Majeſty would ct 
ſuch ſatisfatory proofs of the iſyofitin 
the coloniſts towards their Sovereign, 10 
parent-ſtate, that the wiſhed for oppo 
would ſoon be reſtored to them, of ent 
the Gncerity of their profeſſions, I 
teftimony of devotion becoming the mif 
ubjets, and the moſt affeAionate call. 
4 That your Majeſty may ease 4 
proſperous reign, and that your een 
may govern the dominions, with ben 


themſelves, and happineſs to their (v 


HAN N 


is our Gncere and fervent prayer: 
JOHN | 


775. e 


ferred to your conſideration to- day, are conſtructed. As 


of A made a propoſal laſt year, for an accommodation of our 
ad WW. chappy diſputes with America, upon the grounds on which 
of. were then declared to ſtand by the noble Lord at the 
bei of the treaſury, viz. that of raiſing a ſubſtantial reve- 


we, 1 could with to add a ſupplemental word, and to en- 
your to meet the difficulties in which we are now declared 
de involved, upon the new ground which the noble Lord 
is year taken, by his declaration, that revenue is not 
tepreſent object, and that we would now make peace with 
America, without any other conſideration, than a juſt and 
noorable reparation to our authority, for thoſe affronts 
dich it has ſuſtained in the courſe of that reſiſtance, to 
hich the colonies have been ſo imprudently driven, The 
vhle Lord's words, at the beginning of the ſeſſion, were to 
bis effect; Would to God, that all things were in the ſame 
e, in which they were in 1763; I will endeavour to join 
caſe with him upon thoſe terms; for though I think, that 
fie miniſtry of this country have been at all times the ag- 
relſors, yet for the reſtoration of peace between the two 
ations, {think it not unreaſonable to expect from America 
me conceſſion to the national honour of this country, It 
uſt be acknowledged, in juſtice to the Americans, that they 
ure offered beforehand, and of their own motion, to make 
y reaſonable ſacrifice to the national dignity. I ſhall take 
hem at their word, and I think myſelf entitled, under their 
a declaration, to offer what, I hope, will. appear to be no 
re than terms reaſonable in themſelves, This offer, from 
hem, to make any reaſonable conceſſion to the national ho- 
vr, is a full proof of their fincere deſire for peace. The 
ice of this nation, on the other hand, I am ſure, will not 
dire of them any ſuch conceſſions, for the ſake of a 
eachcrous peace, as may hereafter be inconſiſtent with their 
* tonal liberty or ſafety. 

| ſhould naturally proceed to ſtate the propoſition of 
commodation, but I muſt treſpaſs . the Houſe for 
few preliminary words on the ſubject of revenue; for 
Tithitanding the noble Lord's declaration in the be- 
aninz of the ſeflion, I find that a hankering after a re- 
rave fill lurks in our heart. You may have that reve- 
de, if you will receive it in a conſtitutional way, other- 
e than that, you never will, nor ever ought to have it. 
ag if you could make out your right to tax America, yet 
juſtice, 


4 is upon theſe grounds that the propoſals, which will be 
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ſeveral colonies of New-York, New- Jerſey, Philadelphia, 


hitherto been always accepted as an equivalent to pecunia 
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juſtice, which is above all rights, requires that you ſhould 


abandon that ſuppoſed right. It is the prerogative of the 
Commons of England to give and grant by their own repre- 
ſentatives. The Commons of Ireland poſſeſs the ſame pre- 
rogative. The Commons of America have ever enjoyed the 
ſame. Had every thing been the direct contrary, that eren 
the right of taxing unrepreſented America had been undif. 
puted, and the exerciſe cuſtomary and notorious ; [ contend, 
that when the oppreſhon and grievances of unrepreſented 
taxation had been laid before the Parliament, that it would 
have been their bounden duty to have rectified their conſtitu- 
tions to our own model. If we boaſt, that taxation by repre- 
ſentation is the prerogative bleſſing of our own conflitution, 
reaſon and juſtice demand that we ſhould have given the ſame 
to every part of the empire; and that we ſhould meaſure out 
to others, as we have meaſured out for. ourſelves, for reaſon 
and juſtice are above all human rights. That government 
which maintains its own ſelf- intereſted claims upon its om 
fubjects, contrary to the laws of reaſon and juſtice, is no 
better than ſpecious tyranny. America aſks no more than 
the continuance of thoſe privileges which they have alway 
enjoyed. They offer to this country their lives and fortunes 
when the requiſition is laid before them in the conſtitutional 
way. The ſame offers are very particularly expreſſed by tl 


and Virginia, in the courſe of their public declarations during 
the laſt ſummer; therefore, the readineſs of all America tt 
contribute their proper proportions in a conftitutional way, 
is beyond diſpute. It is the greateſt injuſtice and tradudtion 
of the colomes to accuſe them of backwardneſs to contribute 
or not to give them the merit of their inceſſant offers for the 
future, whenever called upon in a conſtitutional way. 
However, I ſhall not enlarge upon the doctrine of requil 
tions in contraſt with compulſory taxation, but I ſhall le 
that upon the footing on which I endeavoured to ſtate it onthe 
draught of a letter of * in our debates of the lal 
year; only remarking, that the introduction of requiſition 
in the time of peace is novel, and therefore muſt be expedia 
to be attended with many conſequential alterations in f 
conſtitutional connexion of the colonias with this count! 
I mean, upon the reſtrictions of their trade, which hi 


contributions. If we ſhould put the colonies upon 21 | 
footing of money contribution, in the time of peace, Ut 11 
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en be no doubt, but that this country will think them en- 
ined to relaxations in trade, in proportion as they contri- 
bote. I have no doubt, but that in future times, we ſhall 
come to be convinced of the narrotyneſs of that policy, which 
Mals to cheriſh trade by reſtrictions. We ſhall ſee many 
of theſe poor expedients; in the ſame light as we now 
niew the little policy of queen Elizabeth's reign, about cor- 
rations, apprentices, poor laws, &c. Therefore, though 
1might not have been the firſt propoſer of this new ſyſtem of 
contribution to peace, requiſitions, yet I think it promiſes to 
open a more liberal ſyſtem than what we are attached to now. 
The intercourſe of one common cauſe, in the common de- 
fence of the whole empire, may form a new and falutary. con- 
pexion between Great Britain and her colonies, inſtead of 
that connexzon by grievous reſtraints, which will become 
yore galling, and appear more abſurd every day; We ſhall 
have at leaſt the choice of two modes of receiving their affiſt- 
mee, which we may exerciſe according to the diſcretion of 
the caſe, ſometimes through the channel of trade, ſometimes 
trough ſupply: ; the option may eaſily be adjufted, without 
her ſtrangulating the hand of induſtry, or clofing the hand 
contribution. "Jas. befades providing for its own in- 
ml eſtabliſhment, provides annually for the common de- 
ence, a conſiderable number of men in the land ſervice; 
lnerica may contribute to our naval ſupply, being that part 
the common concern which forms the common bond of 
ganexion between us. Seamen, ſhips, or naval ftores ma 
© be contribution of America. ving faid thus much 
on the ſybje& of requiſition, in addition to hat I offered 
it year, I will come to the main object of the motion, 
ach I ſhall have the hqnour of offering to the Houſe this 
j, of drawing out ſome line of accommodation, by which 
Wattion ean be made to the honour of this country, and 
n the colonjes may ba reſtored to their condition in 1763, 
wording to the noble Lord's own propoſal. If there be, on 
pant of adminiftration, any fincere deſire of peace, I wilt 
ewour to join iſſue with the noble Lord, and to offer 
Wy of accommodation, by which, if the miniſtry will con- 
to replace America to their ſtate in 1763, I ſhall, on the 
pant, propoſe that America ſhall give full ſatisfaction 
te point of honour, and 1 think myſelf authorized to en- 
| for every thing that ean in reaſon be required from the 
ericans, under that declaration in their petition to the 
chat they do not cven wiſh. for reconciliation, not- 
Vor. III. Nn with - 
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1763. It is not an unreaſonable requeſt to make to Amen 
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withſtanding all their diſtreſſes, upon terms inconſiſtent wit 
the dignity of Great- Britain. Taking my ground from thi; 
declaration, I ſhall propoſe a recognition, not in words, hut 
in fact, which ſhould effectually replace the authority of this 
- country (be it more or leſs; without any invidious line drawn) 
where it was in 1763. The teſt, which I ſhall propofe, wil 
be the regiſtering ſome act of parliament by the aſſembly of 
each province, ſuppoſing the act of parliament in vien, 
to be formed upon principles of juſtice, and ſuch as the colo- 
nies would have received with a filent and thankful compli- 
ance in 1763. | | 
All recognitions in words being unavoidably both invidio 
and inſidious, a teſt bringing no line of authority or obe 
dience into queſtion, would be the only fafe propoſition 
The Americans ſhall be as they were in 1763, if they wi 
likewiſe admit an act of teſt, fuch as they would not have had 
the leaſt ſcruple to have admitted in 1763. Let us throw 
veil over all the theoretical diſputes of the rights of ſubjed 
either as coloniſts, or as men at large; let us not diſcuſs th 
rights reſerved, or ſuppoſed to be reſerved, at their emigratic 
whether tacitly or explicitly ; let mutual conceſſions on bot 
ſides bring the two parties together; let the Americans} 
replaced where they were in 1763, if they will admit: 
regiſter in their aſſemblies, ſuch an act of parliament as the 
themſelves ſhall- confeſs that they would have admitted 


that they ſhould treat an act of parliament, flowing frat 
principles of general humanity and juſtice, with a differ 
reception to what has been given to acts of grievance. - 
It is: certainly dangerous to diſturb queſtions of the righ 
and extent of empire or obedience, becauſe, after that, en 
acts of acquieſcence may be conſtrued to involve hazard 
conceſſions, ſuppoſed to be included in the principles wat 
have been brought under conteſt. But in the ſtate of hun 
affairs, we muſt not always be too ſcrupulous. Somethu 


muſt be given up for peace. A civil war never come er 


late. Let the Americans take their ſituation as it Wis 
1763, for better and for worſe, In the preſent mitem 
proſpect of things, that is a fair and equitable bargain. / 
object of the act of parliament to be propoſed to Amen 
may be perhaps in the event the abolition, but at preſents 
only be conſidered as the: firſt ſtep to correct a vice, 
has ſpread through the continent of North America, com ae 
to the laws of God and man, and to the fundamental pri... 
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of the Britiſh conſtitution. . That vice is ſlavery. . It would be. 
infinitely abſurd to ſend over to America an act to aboliſh ſla- 
ery at one word, becauſe however repugnant the practice _ 
ke to the laws of morality or policy, yet to expel an evil which 
us ſpread ſo far, and which has been ſuffered for ſuch a length 
of tima, requires information of facts and circumſtances, and 
the greateſt diſcretion to root it out; and moreover, the ne- 
ellary length of ſettling ſuch a point, would defeat the end 
of its being propoſed as an act of compromiſe to ſettle the 
jeſent troubles; therefore the act to be propoſed to Ame- 
dea, as an auſpicious beginning to lay the firſt ſtone of uni- 
jerſal liberty to mankind, ſhould what no American 
wuld heſitate an inſtant to comply with. viz. That every 
fave in North America ſhould be entitled to his trial by 
ur in all criminal caſes. America cannot refuſe to accept 
* enroll ſuch an act as this, and thereby to re-eſtabliſh 
ace and harmony with the parent ſtate. Let us all be 
u- united in this, as a foundation to extirpate ſlavery from 
the face of the earth, Let thoſe who ſeek juſtice and liberty 
ü er themſelves, give that juſtice and liberty to their fellow- 
* eeatures, With reſpect to the idea of putting a final period 
Þ ſlavery in North America, it ſhould ſeem beſt, that 
jen this country had led the way by the act for jury, 
hat each colony, knowing their own peculiar circumſtances, 
bould undertake the work in the moſt practicable way, 
d that they ſhould endeavour to eſtabliſh ſome ſyſtem, 
yy which ſlavery ſhould be in a certain term of years abo- 
hed, Let the only contention henceforward between 
at Britain and America be, which ſhall exceed the other 
deal for eſtabliſhing the fundamental rights of liberty to 


„ mankind. et” 
4 , before I make my motions I will juſt an you's 
po ate of them in the order in which I ſhall offer them to 


& Houſe, They ſpeak for themſelves. The firſt is for a 
penſion of arms during the treaty of pacification, for 
can men deliberate with the bayonet at the breaſt ? 
o can they treat with freedom while their towns are 
ked, when daily inſtances of injuſtice and oppreſſion 
at ud the flower operations of reaſon,--»- The ſecond is to 
ecke right of electing an aſſembly and council to the 
wy of Maſſachuſets Bay, whoſe charter you have con- 
ned. As I wiſh to act the part of a mediator, to ſoften - 
ters between irritated parties, and not to require * 
Keitons that might even be thought too humiliating, 
N n2 have 
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have been very cautious in this ſeoend motidn. Think 
as I do, that this 'country (I ſhould ſay the miniſtry & 
this counttry) has been the in thing; Im 
move fbr a total repeal of charter act, but inſtead of 
that, I ſunply aſk for no more than is abſolutely neceſſary 
to proceed by mutual conctifions, by purting the proſctibed 
colony into a capacity of recondltiation, Grve therm an 4. 
ſembly and council, and when they have regiſtered the 2d 
fot Try to ſlaves, let not only the charter act be ip/o fac 
repealed,” but all other acts fince 1969,----Theſe are ny 
third and fourth motions, ---Lert there be no athbiguity ; l 
every thing be definite. When your authority is replaced u 
it was in 1763; let the colonies likewiſe be replaced as they 
were in 1763 without equivocation or abatement. | pre- 
poſe to you fair and equitable” terms, as a diſpaſſionate ines 
diator. If I required of you to repeal and reſcind every 
act uncenditionally, I might be thought a partizan and nat 
a mediator, but in every thing that is conſiſtent with juſes 
I would wiſh moft ſcrupulouſly to conſult the dignity of thi 
country. The part of a mediator between a parent-ſtz 
and its colomes, is to afford to the one an hanourable c 
cafion of exerting its juſtice and N and to reſtoll 
to the other the wiſhed for opportunity of evincing the fins 
cerity of their profeſſions by every teſtimony of devotic 
becoming the moſt dutiful ſubjects, and the moſt affeftionat 
coloniſts. Conld I but hope that you would allow a plant 
mutual conceſſion and pacification to proceed thus far, wit 
would not run foremoſt in an act of ablivion ? It would bei 
bleited olive branch of peace, and a feftival of commemon 
tion to our lateft 40 407 ages to my laft motion, fot ronn'® 
quifitions, it is to the ſame intent with the drau t of 
letter of Tequifition which T had the hondur of offering 
the Houſe laft year, and which, if they had accepted, (" 
ſtead of the noble Lord's compulſory propoſition) all mp 
have been peace now; for the Americans e again afſun 
his Majeſty in their petition, which is now before you, f 
whenever requiſitions are made in the accuſtomed and cn 
ſtitutiqnal way, chat they will be ready and willing, 8 F 
ever have been, with their lives and fortunes, to aſſerts 
maintain the intereſts of his Majefty and of their molhe 
country. I have put t in ander, as the laft rcſoluto 
take away every idea of conſtraint, and to reinſtate l 
commons of America in the ineſtimable privilege of gi 
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prin and granting their own property as the commons of, 


always hitherto done. ey never have been reluctant to 
contribute their full proportion to the common defence in 
1 conftirutional Way. | | | 
This, Sir, is the ſubſtance of my propoſitions, I hope the 
may be thought definite, fatisfaftory, and practicable. 
gill be a reft of fincerity to both ſides.L The objects of 
the plan are, to ſupport the dignity of Great Britain as 
the parent ſtate, to afford yedreſs of grievances to America, 
p reſtore peace to this diſtracted empire, and to re- untte its 
common interefts and exertons into one common cauſe. 
He mored. . 
That an addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, humbly ſet- 
ing forth, that his Majeſty's fubjects in North America, hav- 
ng, in the moſt, dutiful manner, laid their grievances before 
bs Majeſty, and having humbly beſought the gracious inter- 
poſition of his royal authority and influence to procure them 
lief from theit afflicting fears and jealouſies, and having 
n the moſt earneſt terms declared their attachment to his 
perſon, family, and government, with all the devotion that 
maciple and affection can inſpire; and having ſolemnly 
lured his Majeſty, that connected with Great Britain by 
a ſtrongeſt ties chat can unite ſocieties, and deploring 
very event that tenuls in any degree to weaken them, they 
only moſt ardently defire that the former harmony may 
reſtored betwoen them, but that a concord may be eſta- 
lulhed upon ſo firm'a bafis, as to perpetuate its bleſſings, 
uinterrupted by any. future diſſentions, to ſucceeding gene- 
ions in both countries; and having farther aſſured his 
Kelty, that norwitftanding their ſufferings, during the 
wurſe of the preſent controverſy, their breafts retain too 
Fader a regard for the kingdom from which they derive 
heir origin, to requeſt ſuch a reconciliation as might in any 
aner be inoonfiſteut with her dignity or her welfare; and 
Wt the apprehenfions which now opprefs their hearts with 
nſpeakable * being once removed, his Majeſty will find 
I faithful fubjects in America, ready and willing at all 
mes, as they ever have been, with their lives and 
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Mol their morher-country ; and having, with all humility, 
MWmitted to his Majefty's wiſe conſideration; whether it may 
Mt be expedient that his Majeſty be pleaſed to direct ſome 
ove, by which the united application of his coloniſts wy 


at Britain and of Ireland do, and as the Americans have 


ballert and maintain the rights and interefts of his Majeſty, 
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Sir George 


ticable, and that ſucceſs is beyond our power; the Houſe 


to judge, it ſhould ſeem that the harder taſk would be to pl 


be improved into a happy and permanent reconciliation 
his faithful Commons humbly leave to repreſent, tha 
however well diſpoſed his Majeſty's ſubjects in America 
may be, according to their moſt earneſt profeſſions to retum 
to their former obedience and conſtitutional dependance, ye 
that the horrors of war and bloodſhed raging in their coun. 
try, muſt drive them to diſtraction and deſpair ; and fur, 
ther, his faithful Commons beg leave to recommend it to his 
Majeſty's parental conſideration, that a retura to their duty, of 
their own free mind and voluntary compliance, would inſure; 
more cordial and permanent reconciliation, than any relue. 
tant ſubmiſſion, which, through much bloodſhed of his Ma, 
jeſty's ſubjects, could be enforced by the ſword ; therefor 
moſt humbly to beſeech his Majeſty, that he will be gra 
ouſly pleaſed to give orders for putting a ſtop to the fur 
ther proſecution of hoſtilities in America, thereby to pr 
vent the further deſtruction of the lives of his Naeh 
ſubjects, and to afford the wiſhed for opportunity to his col 
niſts, of evincing the ſincerity of their profeſſions, by ey 
teſtimony of devotion becoming the moſt dutiful ſubjetk 
and the moſt affectionate coloniſts, 

Sir George Savile ſeconded the motion, which he faid, | 
not only approved, but was ambitious of ſeconding. After 
ſhort exordium, to this effect he went on. I riſe, Si 
under difficulties common to me, and to all who ſpeak fro 
this ſide the Houſe ; but then they are collateral and adra 
titious difficulties. If we urge that we have been unjuſt ; 
are anſwered that that matter has been long fince decided. 
we ſtate that nothing is to be got even by victory; we} 
the ſame anſwer. If we argue that our meaſures are imprat 


not endure to hear the power of this country called inqueſt 
He is a friend to rebellion who dares hefitate concerning 
comparative force of the contending parties. Or, if I ſhok 
touch on the topic of lightening the chains of ſlavery in A 
rica, recommended by my honourable friend, a learned g 
tleman will perhaps tell me that I am not a Whig fort 
Whigs were ever fond of deſpotiſm. But I ſpoke guard 
when I ſaid that theſe were collateral and adventitious dil 
ties only ; for, on the naked matter itſelf, were a bye · au 


out or create the difficulties, For what is the caſe? I ak! 
gentlemen: on the other fide of the Houſe, what are 3 
wiſhes? I am anſwered © Would ta God we were uy 
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vation of the year 1763.” I aſk the colonies, I am an- 
tered, © Would to God we were in the ſituation of the 
rar 1763.” I know well that there are various ſenſes in 
"ich this phraſe may be underſtood. Oh! Sir, there is 
bleed one ſenſe in which, God knows, we cannot be reſtor- 
4to the fituation of 1763. Who will reſtore to this coun- 
the blood that has been ſhed ? Who will reſtore thoſe 
allantmen to their country, whole lives have been laviſhed, 
und ſpent, and mis-ſpent in the fatal conteſt ? Who will make 
od to me my ſhare in a Howe, a Clinton, a Burgoyne, 
whoſe fate is now ſtanding on a die? Theſe ſentiments, Sir, 
elong preſſed upon my mind, but I did not feel the weight 
them till this day: four hours ago I felt not half their force. 
ſen's value is not known till they are loſt ; four hours 

ks country had a man, his country has him no more, One 
jour members, Sir: a member is perhaps ſoon replaced. 
hut where ſhall we find his fellow, who, having in his vigour 
med your arms in glory to the extent of your empire (that 
wpire the ocean) when called upon by his country in the 
eos of life, with a conſtitution worn down in your ſervice, 
7d on and goaded his tottering limbs, with hobbling haſte 
Wd feeble alacrity, to climb the well known ſteps of the ſhip's 
ie to meet your enemy. 12 ; | 

[ ruſt) Sir, the Houſe will not think me guilty of an 
comely tautology if I have ſaid a word or two on a ſubject 
dy touched by my honourable friend. No, Sir, let it 
ber be an order of your Houſe that for one day at leaſt, 
lie the memory and the gratitude yet remain, none ſhall 


that honeſt public man. 
but, Sir, I beg your pardon, and J return to ſtate that J 
conſtrained to allow, that the repealing of bills, recalling 
ps, undoing every act, is not virtually and effectually 
ng erg things back. into the ſame ſituation as if they had 
r been done; and I acknowledge too that ſome'teft'may 
de wanted on the part of the colonies to balance our acts 


ulition, for they ſa y will. Oh! but you have better 
dts, Yoh har ve they will not, * they always 
0 ones They have always it, they have over- done it. 
im truth this is the kind of proof we have been uſed to; we 
u e broke in, and we bear it. The faisfaBtory earneſt 

=—_ - this 


ak without pay ing his juſt tribute, to that reſpectable, that 


ens conciliation. Shall this teſt be in words ? Their 
or thn” Ju will not take. Vou are ſure they aimat independence, 
red" they diſavow it. You are ſure they will not give on 
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this Houſe accepted, of our future ſuece(s,. was, that we had 
hitherto. miſcartied. The proof that we are now ſure to digit 
our force wiſely, was that we have hitherto blundered nuf 
egregiouſly. The Houle has paid due regard to theſe arg, 
ments, and we have vated as. we were deſired. We hyp 
. the logic, and the precedent applies to the cal; be 

re us. ; | 1 

Well then, it is allowed, their words are not to be taker 
Their former loyalty to this country ſhall not paſs for any 
thing but proof of their future e Allowed, my 
friend's propoſitions meets you then on that ground, 
looks for an actual, freſh teſt of living ohedience; an encollig 0 
2 Britiſh act of Parliament; to which I hope it will not be 
capital objection that it is not oppreſſive, that it is not unte 
ſonable; and has morality, humanity, and the rights of aj b. 
of mankind, for its object and foundation, I ſecond the gi n 
tion of my honourable friend. "you 

L4. Nerth. Lord North ſaid a fe wards relative to the unſeaſonablene 
of the motion, till a bill of ſuch vaſt extept as the prohibit 
bill going through the Houſe, was firſt tried. 

Mr. Burke. | Mr. Burke, That the very reaſon afhigned why the preſe 
motion ſhould not be 2 to, was the beſt reaſon for agree 
ing to it; for, if the bill, and the meaſures and princigh 
which gave birth. to it had not made their may into Parh | 
ment, there would be no occaſion for the preſent motion. 1 

Lord Jeb Lord Jahn Cavendiſb ſpoke in favour of the motion, but ſi 

Cavendiſh. he deſpaired of ſucceſs, as the miniſtry, ſupported by a 8 
jority, were determined to pulh matters to the utmoſt eum 


mitx. " | VFES 
Lord Moyer. Te Lord Mayor [Mr. Sawbridge] ſaid, it had been it 
faſhionable both within and without doors, to ſtigmatiſe f 
Americans as cowards and paltroons, but he believed, thet 
would be found on the other fide ; for he was well infome 
that the King's troops at the action of Bunker Hill confi 
of 2500 men, and che provincials not quite 1500, and i: | 
them 1500 would haye.compleatly defeated the King's rom 
af their ammunitjon had not been totally {pants _ 
L4. Ner:b. Lord Narth ſaid, he was but an indifferent judge of wi 
tary operations; but by the heſt accounts he could obtain, 
rovincials were * leaſh ree to one, and were beſides w 
Prongly entrenched. |Eyen by. à Gazette publiſhed. ul. . 
un ne, authority, in dhe IR of the 
wounded, it appeared that nineteen ginwnts had IR 
which was » provf that. fo many wore pr delt, 30d de 


# 
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ating them at 500 men a regiment, and making the uſual 

lowances, there could not be leſs than 8000 provincials that 

ay defending the lines at Bunker's- Hill. 

Governor Fohn/tone obſerved, that the Noble Lord laid great Gov, Jobn- 
te on the advantage the provincials had over the King's ene. 
wops, by being fo well poſted, and defended by trenches 
nd breaſt-works. But he muſt draw a very different conclu- 
on, as he thought the aſſailants had the advantage; and he 
"as not fingular in his opinion, for one of the greateſt Gene- 
als Europe ever beheld | Marſhal Saxe] had, in his reveries 
a the art of war, expreſſed himſelf of the ſame opinion. At 
llevents; there was ſomething fatal to the Noble Lord's ar- 
ments either way, for either the works were weak, and 
therefore the provincials defended them bravely, or being 
dong, it ſhewed what a dangerous enemy they muſt be, 

bo could raiſe, and fo judicioutly conſtruct ſuch works, from 
deren o'clock at night, on a ſummer's evening, till day-break 
the next morning. 

Colonel Morris obſerved, that accounts, he believed, were cg, Morris, 
uggerated on both ſides; for by the beſt intelligence he was 
Ihle to obtain, and he thought he could depend upon it, the 
<rorincials entrenched on Bunker's-Hill, and engaged on the 

W971 of June, were about 5000 Men, which was in the pro- 
ton fully of two to one. The queſtion being put, the 
Houſe divided. For the motion 21 ; againft it 123. 

Mr. Hartley then made the following motions. Mr. Hart- 

That leave be given to bring in a bill to empower the inha- ley, 

Itants of the province of Maſſachuſets-Bay, to ele& an aſ- 

mbly and council, in the manner directed by the charter 

fanted to the inhabitants of that province, by their Majeſ- 

s king William and queen Mary, bearing date the ſeventh 

Jof October, in the third year of their reign. It paſſed in 

e negative, 

That leave be given to bring in a bill to eſtabliſh the right of 

Tal by jury in all criminal caſes, to all ſlaves in North-Ame- 
and to annull all laws in any province repugnant there- 

, and to require the regiſtering of the . fame by the reſpec- 

e aſemblies of each colony in North- America, It paſſed 

due negative. | 

That leave be given to bring in a bill to eſtabliſh a perma- 

lt reconciliation between Great- Britain and its dependencies 

North-America, and to reſtore his Majeſty's fubjects in 

n©-America to that happy and free condition, and to that 

e and — which they enjoyed in their conſtitu- 

Vor. III. Oo tional 
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and diſtreſs ariſing out of the unhappy diſputes ſubſiſting be 
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tional dependence on Great-Britain before the preſent unhappy 
troubles, viz. as in 1763. It paſſed in the negative, 

That leave be given to * a bill for a free pardon, 
indemnity, and oblivion, It paſſed in the negative. 
That an humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to la 
the opinion of this Houſe before his Majeſty, that it may he 
roper when the preſent unhappy diſputes in North- Amerie 
malt be brought to an amicable termination, that his Mz. 
jeſty ſhould be graciouſly pleaſed to give orders, that letters of 
requiſition be written in the accuſtomed manner to the ſevenl 
provinces of his Majeſty's colonies and plantations in North. 
America, to make proviſion for the purpoſes of proteQing 
defending, and ſecuring the ſaid colomes and plantations, It 
paſſed in the negative. | 
A petition from the Weſt-India planters and merchants o 
London trading to the ſugar colonies, was preſented by Mr 
Oliver, ſetting forth, 4 hat the petitioners having, up 
a former A*. ſtated and laid before the Houſe, with: 
the accuracy and preciſion of which they were capable, th 
worth and value of his Majeſty's ſugar colonies in the Weſt 
Indies, their national magnitude, and importance to Great 
Britain, their ſituation as depending upon their fiſter colonic 
in North-America for the maintenance of property and fup 
port of life, the petitioners fears and apprehenfions of dange 


tween Great-Britain and America, they firmly truſted, | 
conciliation did not render it unneceſſary, that theſe fubſtan 
tial motives would have made them the objects of the conh 
deration and attention of the Houſe ; and that, in the mid 
of the flattering expectation that application might meet a for 
ward diſpoſition in the Houſe to relieve, the petitioners hops 
are at once blaſted and cut off, by the bringing in of a bill! 
ed all trade and intercourſe with the colonies of 
ampſhire, Maſſachuſets-Bay, Rhode Iſland, Connettic 
New-York, New Jerſey, Penſylvania, the three lower cout 
ties on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carol 
South Carolina, and Georgia; and that, when the Ameri 
congrels adopted their non-1mportation and non-exportall 
reſolve, the fears naturally ariſing to the petitioners f 
thence, were ſomewhat abated by a reliance, on the pet 
ners parts, of a relaxation on theirs, at leaſt with 
the petitioners ; but leſt, happily for the petitioners, u 
event might ſucceed, the preſent bill not only deprives * 
petitioners of the probability, but eſtabliſhes the — 
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likewiſe; and therefore praying, that, upon this ground, the 
petitioners May be allowed to be heard at the bar, by their 
zpents and counſel, againſt the ſaid bill; relying on the wiſ- 
bm, goodneſs, juſtice, and mercy, of the Houte, not only 
fr ſpecial relief in this inſtance, but for ſuch further affiſt- 
ue as the Houſe can give.“ 
' Ordered to lie upon the table, until the report of the com- 
mittee upon the prohibitory bill is received. 
Hanne 8. 

Scotch militia bill preſented and read a firſt time, and 

qdered to be read a ſecond time on the 5th of February 


1170, 

The order of the day for receiving the report on the Ame- 
fican prohibitory bill. 

Council called in and heard, in ſupport of the petition from 
the Weſt-India planters and merchants againſt the bill. 
Tie examinations of George Walker and John Ellis, eſqrs. 
re read, ¶ Sce Volume I. page 327-1 | | 

It was moved to poſtpone the further conſideration of the 
report till the 23d of January, 1976. 

Lord North moved, that the report, with the amendments 
ade by the committee, be now read a ſecond time. 


pthe nation at large, and it fully verified, what had often be- 
de deen aſſerted and lamented, that our laws were become th 
ere edicts of the council table, or rather the dark machi- 
tons of a deſperate cabal of miniſters, and not the laws of 
, deliberative aſſemblies, uninfluenced by any other con- 
Keration, but the good of the kingdom, He ſaid, he hoped, 
wever fluſhed with victory the miniſter might be, for form's 
IK at leaſt, he would conſent to put off the preſent report 
laſter the Chriſtmas receſs ; beſides he recommended to his 
dſhip's conſideration ſeriouſly to refle how fatal it might 
the meaſure, which he ſeemed ſo eager to carry, ſhould 
l; and think in time, that ſuppoſe, in the pride and ex- 
| on of majorities, he ſhould deſpiſe his opponents ever ſa 
ah, in what manner he could face his friends, if com- 
el to meet them at the commencement of the next, as he 
lat the preſent ſeſſion, with the doleful tidings, that he 
8 222in deceived, | | | 


O o 2 


this 


Right hon. T. Townſhend condemned this mode of hurrying giebt K : 
n the national buſineſs; it was diſgraceful to Parliament; T. 2 
oftended againſt every rule of decency. It was injurious fend, 


r George Hay (, poke of the admiralty courts, and their im- 81. 
Nate connection with the civil law, and the near affinity Hay. . 
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Mr. Serj. 
Aair. 


Sir Richard Sir Richard Sutton ſaid, that this country had numerou 


Cutton. 


Gor. Jobn= Governor Johnſtone oppoſed hurrying the bill on in fuct 


fone. 


Mr. Fox. 


and conſequently, like its parent, the yery reverſe to the 
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this bill bore to both, as one of their genuine offspring. : 
ſaid it was the wiſeſt and moſt ſalutary meaſure that had been 
hitherto deviſed for compelling the rebellious Americans tg 
return to their duty. He obſerved, that they might beat our 
army, but they could not beat our navy; for, he hoped, 
nay, he was confident, the latter was powerful enough tg 
cope with the combined force of all Europe. 

Mr. Serjeant Adair replied. He ſaid, he made no doubt hut 
the preſent bill bore a much nearer affinity to the civil |: 
than to the common law of England; the former was the 
parent of tyranny, deſpotiſm, and arbitrary power, and no 
perſon who attended in the. leaſt to the preſent bill, but muf 
ſee at the firſt glance that it was a compound of them all 


laws of England, and totally repugnant to the glorious con 
ſtitution which gave them birth. He ſaid, without pretend- 
ing to the giſt of prophecy, he might venture to foretell, that 
the bill now under conſideration, would bring deſtruQtion o 
this country; and, applying to the noble Lord in the blu 
„bon. aſked him, if he was ſo miſled or miſtaken, 28 U 
imagine that 120 or 200 ſervile aſſociates would be a ſuf 
ficient protection to him in the hour of trial, when the na 
tion, finding icſelf ruined, would rife almoſt as one man, t 
avenge themſelves on the guilty authors and adviſers of ſud 
deſtructive meaſures. 


channels for its trade and commerce, and great conſumption 
within itſelf; but America had neither, Their rice, tobacco 
corn, lumber, indico, &c. muſt go to other markets; | 
therefore thought the bill the moſt effectual means to reſts 
the people of that country to their ſenſes, 


ſhameful, diſgraceful manner, which he ſaid, was one oft 
moſt oppreſſive and tyrannic meaſures that could poſſibly ent: 
into} the mind of man to conceive. He obſerved, that t 
might E the Americans to the torture, you might ſtant 


roſcribe, or do any thing which malice or deſpotiſm cui 

ay but you would never prevail upon them to conſe the) 
to taxation, | | * 

Mr. Fox, I have always ſaid, that the war carrying“ egi 
againſt the Americans is unjuſt, that it is non tarts, that * 
is not practicable, but admitting it to be a juſt war, that * 
is tanti, that it is practicable, 1 ſay, that the means mH 5 
uſe of, are by no means ſuch as will obtain the end. I 5 


* 


confine my ſelf ſingly to this ground, and ſhew that this - 
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like every other meaſure, proves the want of policy, the 
folly and madneſs, of the preſent ſet of miniſters. I was in 
great hopes, that they had ſeen their error, and had given 
over to coerce, and to carry on war againſt America by means 
of acts of parliament. In order to induce the Americans to 
ſubmit to your legiſlature, you paſs laws againſt them, cruel 
and tyrannical in the extreme. If they complain of one law, 
your anſwer to their complaint, is to paſs another more rigo- 
rous and ſevere than the former ; but they are in rebellion, 
you lay ; if they are, treat them as rebels are wont to be 
treated, Send out your fleets and armies againſt them, and 
ſubdue them; but let them have no reaſon to complain of 
our laws. Shew them, that your laws are mild, are juſt, 
and equitable, that they therefore are in the wrong, and de- 
ſerve the puniſhmeat they meet with. The very contrary of 
this has been your wretched policy, I have ever underſtood 
it as a firſt principle, that in rebellion you puniſh the indivi- 
duals, but ſpare the country; in a war againfl the enemy, 
ou ſpare individuals, and Jay waſte the country, This laſt 
ba been invariably your conduct againſt America, I ſuggeſted 
this to you, when the Boſton port bill paſſed. I adviſed you 
to find out the offending perſons, and to puniſh them; but 
what did you do inſtead of this? You laid the whole town of 
Boſton under terrible contribution, puniſhing the innocent 
with the guilty, You anſwer, that you could not come at 
the guilty, This very anſwer, ſhews how unfit, and how 
ynable you are, to govern America, If you are forced to 
puniſh the innocent to come at the guilty, your government 
there, is, and ought to be at an end, But by the bill now be- 
fore us, you not only puniſh thoſe innocent perſons who are 
unfortunately mixed with the guilty in North America, but 
puniſh and ſtarve whole iſlands of unoffending people, un- 
connected with, and ſeparated from them. Hitherto the 
Americans have ſeparated the right of taxation from your 
kgiſlative authority; although they have denied the former, 
they have acknowledged the latter. This bill will make 
ſtem deny the one as well as the other. What ſignifies, ſay 
they, your giving up the right of taxation, if you are to 
nforce your legiſlative authority in the manner you do. This 
leziſlative authority ſo inforced, will at any time coerce tax- 
ation, and take from us whatever you think fit to demand. 
It is a bill which ſhould be entitled, a bill for carrying more 
feftually into execution the reſolves of the congrels, 
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Lord North ſaid, he had not a wiſh, nor the moſt diſtant Ld. Netz. 


intention of diſtreſſing the inhabitants, or hurting the trade 
of 


Mr. Burke, 


Ld. Gerrge 
Germaine. 


- vince ſubmits, its ports will be opened, and its trade and 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 


of the ſugar colonies, Nothing could be further from h, 
thoughts, If therefore any of the proviſions of the prof.y; 
bill ſhould affect the Weſt-India planters, he was ſorty fi. 
it, It was much to be lamented ; but as things were nor 
circumſtanced, he feared it was not to be avoided, In cz; 
convulſions of this kind, it was plain, that many miſt ſu: . 
it was a neceſſary conſequence of ſuch a ſtate of things; bit 
ſtill, if the meaſure was a good one, or the beſt on the whole 
that could be deviſed, it muft be taken with all its conſe. 
quences, Parliament have though fit to adopt it, and till the 
think proper to alter their opinion, it is abſurd to object that 
this body of men, that iſland, or ſuch and ſuch places, will fe 
the temporary effects of it; but (ſays his Lordſhip) I will 
venture to contend, that till it is made manifeſt, that the in. 
conveniences complained of, are ſhewn to be ſufficient to 
outweigh the general intereſt we have in preſerving the de- 
pendency of America on this country, every argument main- 
tained on the ground of temporary or local inconvenience, 
mult be nugatory and abſurd. 

Mr. Burke (aid, the noble Lord's argument came fairly to 
this : firſt, determine on your meaſure, bring it, or to uſe 
the noble Lord's uſual words, propoſe it or ſubmit it to Pu- 
Jiament ; and if any one offers to reaſon, enquire, or aſk 
queſtions concerning its propriety, let the adviſer, or pro- 
poſer, or ſubmitter, riſe, and very gravely aſſure his audi- 
tors, that all ſuch enquiries, reaſons, queſtions, or objec- 
tions, are totally nugatory and abſurd ; for we are not come 
to argue on it, the meaſure itſelf being already determined 
on. T'his, according to my poor idea, is a new kind of 
logic. It is, however, very compendious, very well calcu 
lated for expediting public buſineſs; and every way worthy 
of its noble author and teacher. | 

Lord George Germaine contended, that the Americans 
ſought and brought the troubles on themſelves, by refiſting the 
laws and authority of this country, The gentlemen on te 
other ſide ſay, why did not the government of Maſlachuſes 
bay diſcover the firſt rioters at Boſton and puniſh them, abd 
let the matter reſt there? I will tell them why, Becauſe 

e council refuſed to co-operate, or act with governor Hutch- 
inſon on that occaſion, who did every thing in his power 0 
perſuade them, Whatever may be urged againſt this bill 
and its adviſers, it is, in my opinion, the readieſt and ſurel 
way to make the Americans ſubmit to the ſupremacy of this 
country, and return to their duty; for as ſoon as any pie, 


commerce 
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commerce from that moment reſtored. Whenever peace ſhall 
de reſtored, if I have been in the leaſt inſtrumental in effecting 
ſo defirable an end, I ſhall feel the greateſt pleaſure and happi- 
neſs from it. And whatever ill- natured interpretation may have 
ben put on my conduct, I can with great truth and juſtice 
ute the Houſe, that I never ſought nor aſked for the office 
I now have the honour to fill, nor wiſhed for it, further than I 
fattered myſelf I might be ſerviceable to my country, I was 
in a ſituation which could leave me no temptation to feck 
emoluments: my fortune had put me above ſuch a wiſh, 
His Lordſhip, after proceeding to enumerate ſome other cir- 
cumſtances, to ſhew that he took the public part he did, 
purely from diſintereſted motives, adverted to ſomething 
which had fallen in the courſe of the debate, relative to one 
Walker, who, he ſaid, had promoted diſturbances in Cana- 
da. He informed the Houſe, that the governor had notice 
ziven him of Walker's intrigues, and had ſent to ſeize him; 
that he defended himſelf, and had wounded ſome of the 
ſoldiers that attacked his houſe ; that this having enraged the 
ſoldiery, they ſet fire to it, and took himſelf and family priſo- 
ners; and that he was now in irons, On the whole, that 
what the governor had done was no more than his duty ; 
and had he acted otherwiſe, it would have been a breach of 
it, He added, that by the arguments uſed by the opponents 
of the bill, they ſeemed deſirous to protract the war; but for 
his part, he was of opinion, that this bill, backed by the 
naval and military armaments that would be ſent out to en- 
force it, Would be the beſt means to ſhorten it; and as there 
Was nothing for which he ſo ardently wiſhed, as to ſee the 
preſent diſputes ſpeedily terminated, he would give the pre- 
ſent motion his hearty aſſent, 
Mr. Bayly (being interrupted by the call for the queſtion, the Mr. Bayly. 
queftiin) ſaid the friends of the bill were determined to hear 
doing againſt it. The noiſe continuing, the queſtion was 
put on Lord North's motion, and the Houſe divided; for it 
143; againft it 38. 

r. Dempſter moved, that James Delancey, eſq. of New Mr. Denp- 
ork, do attend this Houſe on Monday morning next. It 
balled in the negative, 
Mr. Burke then made the two following motions. nn. 
That it is neceſſary and proper to come to a reſolution, 
at evidence concerning the ſtate of America, the temper of 
ne people there, and the probable operations of an act now 
pending, is unneceflary to this Houſe; this Houſe being 

| already 


Covernor 


Jobnſtone 


Jebnſtone. 


want of a purchaſer, The few who retained any ſenſe 
'bonour were reviled or deſpiſed. Their eppoſition was # 


this Houſe to judge of the _— ſtate and condition of his 
f 


jorities then, as well as now, were procured by the molt 


as men acting under the influence of deluſion and ideal pe 
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already ſufficiently acquainted with thoſe matters, It paſſe 
in the negative. | 
That an humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, tha 
he will be pleaſed to give orders, that there be laid before 5s 
Houſe ſuch advices as may enable this Houſe to judge of the 
preſent ſtate and condition of his Majefty's loyal and duci1 i 
province of Georgia. It paſſed in the negative. | 
Governor John/tone moved, that an humble addreſs he pre. 
ſented to his Majeſty, that he will be graciouſly pleaſed to 
order to be laid before this Houſe ſuch advices as may enable 


Majeſty's loyal and dutiful province of Georgia, in North 
America. It paſſed in the negative. 
. Adjourned to December 11. 

December 11. 

Governor Johnſtone (aid, that no proofs of the delinquency 
of the province of Georgia having yet been laid before that 
Houſe, he made the following motion: 

That no evidence had been produced to the Houſe, that 
any perſons in the province of Georgia have ſet themſzlves 
in open rebellion and defiance to the juſt and legal authority 
of the King and Parliament, have aſſembled together an 
armed force, engaged his Majeſty's troops, attacked his 
forts, and prohibited all trade and commerce with this 
kingdom. He obſerved, in ſupport of his motion, that 
Cato and Socrates in Athens and Rome, ſtood alone to 
oppoſe venal and corrupt majorities. Thoſe celebrated com- 
monwealths, in their decline, were what Britian is at pre- 
ſent, Luxury, venality, public proſtitution, and a total 
diſregard to the intereſts of their country, preyailed, Mz 


aſe and ſcandalous means. Thoſe majorities were com 
poſed of the moſt worthleſs and profligate individuals of ths 
community; of gladiators, pimps, ſharpers, paraſites, att 
buffoons. Every man in Rome and Athens almoſt had 
price; and if any thing remained unſold, it was only fol 


tributed to factious or intereſted motives, or they were treats 


fection, and miſled by impracticable ſchemes of policy a 
legiſlature. It was the misfortune of the times, that they be 
fell a ſacrifice to the malice of their enemies; but it was fil 
greater misfortune, that neither of them were ſurvived by thel 
derties of their country. Cato and the Roman commons 

den 
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periſhed together ; the liberties of Athens were no more, when 
Gerates fell a victim to the rage of his mercileſs perſecutors. 
Ke then turned to the queſtion, and obſerved, that the loyal 
wlony of Georgia was now entered in the black catalogue, 
I was marked out for deſtruction, as well as the province of 
Mafachuſet's bay; the latter, for defending their liberties, 
hich were immediately invaded ; the former, becauſe they 


nheard and untried. 


eyed it was the firſt time it was ever heard or known, that 
hole province was proſcribed, without ſome 1mputation 
feuilt, Moſt of the other colonies had done ſomething, 
hich, according to the language current of that Houſe, — 
econſtrued into reſiſtance, or a preparation for it; but in the 
aſe of Georgia, it had not been even urged in debate, much 
6 proved, that they had committed a fingle act, which the 
of willing, ingenious, moſt expecting, or beſt paid lawyer 
the Houſe, could - ſketch even fo far as a miſdemeanor, 
Ind what would be the certain conſequence of the preſent 
il? But that a whole province was to be profcribed, its 
nde ruined, and its inhabitants declared rebels, and com- 
xlled to ſubmit to tyranny, or conſent to be ſtarved, - 

ined, either to prove the delinqueney, or the innocence, 
alty and obedience, of the province of Georgia, but that 
preſumed, the witneſſes meant to be moved for, were the 
Meſt-India merchants, who probably would think themſelves 
ſerefted in the event of the examination, and who, befides,. 
ud not poſſibly be ſufficiently acquainted with the preſent 
We of the colony, to give the Houſe the neceſſary infor- 
Won, His Lordſhip obſerved, though Georgia was not 
analy in arms, or in a ſtate of open rebellion, it was ne- 
beleſs well known, that they acted in conjunction with. 
ther colonies, and there could not be a more deciſive 
of of their diſpoſition, and the part they meant to take, 
n their having ſent delegates to the continental congreſs. 
Mr. Dempſter animadverted ver ſeverely on the doctrine 
Mtained by the Noble Lord, that of prejudging, and on 
b prejudgment, proceeding to inflict puniſhment. He 
h ſuch a conduct was much more horrible in its conſe- 
ance, and more repugnant to the general eſtabliſhed ideas 
ſuſtice, than any thing yet — to that bloody tribunal 
Vol. III. P p | the 


{approved of the inhuman meaſure of condemning people 


Mr. F. Johnſtone ſeconded the motion, and faid, he be- 74. al 


Lord North ſaid, he had no objection to have evidence exa- Lord Ne 


th, 


= 
| 
= 
= 
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the inquiſition, for even the inquifitor proceeded on infor. 
mation, heard the culprit in his own juſtification, attended to 
the proofs, and pronounced his ſentence according to certain 
ſtated rules, eſtabliſhed by the inventors of this mock jug. 
cature. Says he, you have drawn the colonies into the d. 
lemma of taking up arms, or of ſubmitting to be ſlaves, and 
then, with all poſſible moderation and candour, defire them 
to lay down their arms, -and you will hear their complaint, 
This was the language of Charles the firſt to his Parliament, 
2 every other ty rant, from William the Conqueror w 
$ day. | 

Mr.Pownal. Mir. Pownal (ſecretary to the board of trade) gave a detai 
of the different proofs the Georgians had given of a reþellioy 
diſpoſition. He "obſerved, that in honour to his Majeſty 
two days before his laſt birth-day, viz. on the ad of Jung 
laſt, they threw the cannon of one of the forts in the pro 
vince, into the river. That they forcibly entered the poyde 
magazine, and plundered it of every ounce of its content 
Their own. news- papers were full of accounts of theſe exploit 
If any other proof was thourzht requiſite, the laſt reſolutions 
their committee mult be ſufficient to conyince the moſt unbe 
lieving, for they had voted 10,0001. towards what they calle 
the common - cauſe, which, in his opinion, ſhewed plain 

chat they were in earneſt. od -. 
Mr. Burke. "Mr, Burke ſaid, this was the firſt time he ever heard ney 
| er information made a foundation for any ſolemn proceed 
ings in that Houſe, except an odd time, when the gentlemet 
of the quill made free with the noble Lord who fat on the tre 
ſury bench, and a few of. his choſen friends in both Houſes 
He faid, he ſometimes: frequented a coffee-houſe near th 
Houſe, and he had a right to ſay, that the maſter of it was 
| + tremely negligent of lus duty, for he never laid any of the 
hoſtile papers the honourable gentleman mentioned beſa 
| him; yet on recollection, he could not help thinking that fl 
Ss Houſe, and not coffee-houſes; would be the fitteſt place 
look for information; but he was ſorry to ſay, that d 
| Hauſe was one of the laſt in the iſland he would look for, 
| expect any kind of information whatever. On the whole, | 
was ſorry to perceive ſo ſudden an alteration in the honoural 
gentleman, for he remembered when the honourable gen 
nian in office, was not a member, ne man, he thought, U 
clearer,” nor none readier to communicate, in the moſt can 
manner, every intelligence that was proper, or con 
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vith his ſituation. For that reaſon, a he, I fear there is 
omething infectious in the air of this Houſe, This gentle- 
non, who not long fince was intelligence itſelf, ſeems to have 
been at once emptied, and inſtead of drawing from his uſual 
dure, is ſuddenly obliged to draw his moſt important infor- 
mation from news»papers. - | 

The queſtion being put, the motion paſſed in the negative, 
vichout a diviſion. 

The order of the day for the third reading the American 
prohibitory bill. A very ſhort converſation whether the 
third reading ſhould not be put off till after Chriſtmas. The 
bill was read. 


oor before, a bill fraught with ſuch injuſtice and cruelty as 
the preſent, In order to wreck the revenge of a vindictive 
niniſtry on the Americans, uu are now going to ruin all 
the plantations in the Weſt-India iſlands, and to give their 
preſent produce up for plunder to your ſailors, before the 
whabitants can have any notice of your: intentions. And by 
this infamous trick you think you ſhall: be able to man your 
feet without giving any bounties to your ſeamen, which I 
much doubt if youll nd anſwer. after all; yet the attempt 
o very baſe and wicked, that I defy any one to mention 
ſuch an inſtance even amongſt the moſt ſavage nations, where 
miniſter ever dared to give up ſuch a number of innocent 
erſons to plunder, without the leaſt crime being laid to their 
j ge. 
dir, I have ſeveral times, during the progreſs of this bill, 
Alen the liberty to tell the Houſe, that before the congreſs 
lad ſhut-up the American ports, (which was the 1oth of 
veptember laſt) a great number of their veſſels ſailed for the 
eſt-Indies, chiefly in ballaſt, where the planters are now 
ding them under the ſanction of our acts of navigation, 
er ſuſpecting that we are this day capable of making a law 
Mich is to entrap them, by enacting that unleſs American 
lels'came to them . 
Waned a certificate of it to bring with them to Great-Bri- 
aor Ireland, with a particular deſcription of their cargoes 
en on board, that the planter's property was to be ſeized 
W made lawful prize of, although they could not poſſibly 
ww of any ſuch ſtipulations ; therefore, Sir, I frequently 
ed how unjuſt it would be, not to give the inhabitants of 
We iſlands timely notice of your deſign before you ſubjected 
P p 2 their 


Mr, Bayly. I am well convinced there never entered this Mr. Bay. 


with lumber or proviſions, and 
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_ endeavours to drive the inhabitants of every part of his dc 


Mr. Brett. 


mankind will in ſeeing the intention of this bill in the 
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their goods to forfeiture. I now again Sir, have a clauſe in 
my hand to offer for this purpoſe, and if it be not accepted al 


ſame light that I do. But, Sir, the noble Lord at the head of 
the treaſury inſinuates, that no injury is meant by this bil 
to any of the proprietors of Weſt - India eſtates, if that waz 
really the caſe, his Lordſhip could have no objection to ſuch 
a clauſe; but what ſerves to convince me more than any bare 
profeſſions is, that no one will accept the 1000 guinexs * 
that I have declared myſelf ready to give, to whoever vil 
indemaify my property that is now at ſea from being ſeized, 
until 1 can ſend information to my managers in Jamaica to 
forbear ſhipping any more on American veſſels. Sir, I think 
it an infamous robery to have my property taken from me 
without having 3 any law whatever, and without 
giving me time to guard againſt ſuch laws as you are making, 
Although the loſs I may ſuſtain on this occaſion may not 
much affect me, I know many of the inhabitants of the Wet 
India iſlands will be ruined by it, having the greateſt part of 
what they are worth in the world on board American ſhips 
now on their paſſage to this kingdom, and which is now out 
of their power to remedy. And notwithſtanding they are 
inſured againſt the riſque of the ſeas, and even pirates, yt 
I am ſorry to ſay that after eſcaping all theſe, their ruin! 
inevitable, from rapacious and unprincipled miniſters ; how 
ever, I hope a time will ſoon come when they will be broug 
to anſwer for thus ſporting with men's lives and property, and 
for ſo groſly deceiving his Majeſty, and ufing their utmoll 


minions into reſiſtance, in order to get commiſſions for thei 
dependants, and to fill their own pockets with the havock and 
ſpoils of war.. | 

Mr. Brett alſo offered a clauſe to enlarge the time for tht 
commencement of the forfeitures. But it paſſed in tiqe: 


* | | | 
Mr. Demp- Mr. Dempſter read ſome extracts from letters he had re 
fer. 


ceived during the ſummer, which tended to ſhow that co! 
cive meaſures would never either frighten or otherwiſe induc 
the Americans to enter into any treaty of compromiſe wil 
this country; on the contrary, that they would riſk eve 


—— 


Neither the clauſe nor the offer were accepted. 4 gk 
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ting, and ſuffer every thing, before they would be compelled | 
ly force of arms to ſubmit, He obſerved on the general 

-ontents of theſe letters, that the Americans, like true En- 

men, were too generous to refuſe to contribute to pay 

their ſhare or proportion towards the public burdens; and 

ike them too, were too high-ſpirited and too high-minded 

agree to any conceſſion, of which unconditional ſubmiſ- 

fon, which in effe& was the true definition of flavery, was 

be the baſis, - | | 

The queſtion was put, that the bill do paſs, The Houſe 

vided, ayes 112; noes 16. 


| December 12. 
me Private buſineſs. 
Adjourned to December the 20th. 


December 20. 

No debate. 

| December 21. | 

A meſſage from the Lords, acquainting the Houſe with 
our er amendments they had made in the American prohibiting 
n 

dir Grey Cooper moved, that the ſaid amendments be now Sir C 
ken into conſideration. — 

Mr. Hartley. Sir, upon this pauſe which is offered to you Mr. Harri, 
by the return of this bill from the Lords, I confeſs that I feel 
bad of ſuperſtition to wiſh for one laſt word to deprecate 
aon er fatal blow, and that our unremitted oppoſition and re- 
donſtrance from the firſt to the very laſt ſtage of this bill ma 
remain as a memorial, that ſome of us, at leaſt, lament this 
"al ſeparation of America with an affectionate regret, We 

rx overpowered by members, and all our entreaties and re- 
bonſtrances are in vain, An inflexible majority in Parlia- 
dent have now declared all America to be an independent 
ultle ſtate, Diſputes originally between adminiſtration and 
terica, are become, by the 2 of adminiſtration, the 
pound of a parliamentary war with America, The ſenſe of 
be nation is not with that war, and I truſt it never will be. 
With "ever ſpeaking in Parliament to miniſters as they ſeem 
Kiermined to drive all things to extremities, I muſt aſk whe- |, 
der you are to expect that while you burn their towns, take 

F deſtroy their ſhips and property, they will fit with their 
Ms folded, or whether they will not be driven to repell in- 


jury 


you are laying the foundation of an hoſtile marine in Ameri 
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jury by injury. You have found their active powers of de. 
fence by the experience of the laſt year, when by your orden 
the ſhedding of the firſt civil blood was precipitated on the 
fatal 19th of April, before your pretended conciliatory my. 
tion could be propoſed to any of the American aſſemblies} 
Why were you found unguarded in Canada ? You have lof 
all Canada. Iwo regunents are taken priſoners. Your off 
cers are hoſtages, and yet you proceed in this unjuſt and un- 
natural war, with fire, ſword, and rapine. What farther 
hoſtages may fall into their hands at Boſton, or what bloo 
of our fellow ſabje&ts may be ſhed there, I contemplate wit 
horror. I dread tome fatal event there. Public report threz 
tens. When the provincials ſhall hear the fate of their lat 
and laſt petition, and when they ſee all proſpect of peace be 
come - deſperate, what can you expect but that they ſhould 
exert every power to deſtroy your land forces in America dur 
ing the ſeverity of the winter, before you can ſupport or re 
lieve them. Who will be anſwerable for theſe things. Wet 
this bill of rapine which now lies before you gets to then 
they will ſet themſelves to retaliate upon your fleet. Yo 
land force has been diſgraced and annihilated in the firſt can 
paign notwithſtanſting all your boaſtings, are we not then t 
expect that thoſe miniſters of vengeance who ſhall preſs on 
naval war with America, ſhall be reſponfible to their country 
for the conſequences of their headſtrong and wilful meaſu 

if the "__ of this country ſhould be brought to diſgrace at 
defeat. Weigh the conſequences, If you ſend large ſhy 
they will not be able to act, if {mall ones may they not 
overpowered. Conſider the diſtance of your operations. Eve 
port in America will be a Dunkirk to you. We know the 
{kill and bravery as privateers in the laſt war. In any e 


which has been and ought to be the ſource of the marine 
Great- Britain. I cannot be an adviſer or a well-wiſher| 
any of the vindictive operations of the adminiſtration agal 
America, becauſe I think the cauſe unjuſt ; but at the al 
time I muſt be equally earneſt to ſecure Britiſh property 
intereſts from deſtruction; neither a victory of Great - Ing 
over America nor of America over Great-Britain can 4 
to us any matter of triumph. Both are equally deftrufi 
If nothing can abate your fury againſt the Americans u 
miniſterial war, we al ex xt at leaſt that. you ſhould | 
our on vulnerable parts. Are you guarded at Newtounda 
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ou prepared againſt any expedition of retaliation if the 
mie ſhould meditate any thing to the deſtruction of 
our fiſheries there? Adminiſtration have been the aggreſſors 
nevery thing, ſtep by ſtep. By this fatal bill of ſeparation 


fire it is yourſelves that force upon them the rights of ene- 
wes, You muſt now be reſponfible to your country for the 
gents of your own war, to which they have been ſo reluctant 
ad you { precipitate, When this country ſhall come to 
gen its eyes, to ſec and to feel the conſequences, they will 
how of whom to require an account. Sir, I ſhall now move 
you, inſtead of agreeing tp the amendments of the Lords, to 
#ourn the conſideration of them for fix months; I confeſs 
ah very little hopes of averting this bill, but as I told you at 
ny out- et, from a ſuperſtitious feeling in my mind, to per- 
im the laſt ceremonial office of affection and everlaſting fare- 
to peace, and to America, The fate of America is caft. 
on may bruiſe its heel but you cannot cruſh its head. It 


x theirs, ey have poſſeſſion of a free government, their 
h- right and 1nher:tance, derived to them from their parent 
te, which the hand of violence cannot wreſt from them. Kron 
ll caſt them off, my laſt wiſh is to them; may they go and 
aper. When the final period of this once happy country 
ul overtake ourſelves, either through tumult or tyranny, may 
ther Phoenix riſe out of our aſhes. os 


obtain addreſſes to the throne. He obſerved, that every nerve 
been ſtrained to procure thoſe paltry addreſſes, from every 
mote, obſcure, indigent place, that had the name of a corpg- 
don, from one end of the kingdom to the other; that in other 
rs, where the objection of poverty did not hold good, the 
it infamous and ſcandalous methods had been adopted. In 
le, no county meetings were called, to take the ſenſe of 
tfrecholders 3 in others, a few profligate and corrupt ma- 
tes, under the influence of ſome filly Lordling, ſome court 
wptant, or ſervile Jack in office, aſſembled in private 
m: or if in che uſual place for holding ſuch meetings, 
kd chemſelves in, and excluded all the wealthy, reſpec- 
ir, and independent citizens or townſmen, and chen fabri- 
— the moſt fulſome, adulatory and ſhameful addrefſęs. 
we they had the effrontery to carry to the foot of the 


now declare the Americans to be enemies in form, there- 


ll revive _=_ The new world 1s before them. Liberty 


Sir Joſeph Mawbey ſeconded the motion. He ſpoke chiefly to Sir 7:76 
means employed by the miniſters, their tools, and partizans, -w%- 


throne, 


285 
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throne, as the genuine ſentiments of the people ; though 
nothing could be more falſe, for they belied the wiſhes ;; 
well as prevailing opinions of the very conſtituent bodies 
whoſe public acts they were pretended to be: and thus the 
Prince was deceived, the nation diſhonoured, and its intereſt 
ſacrificed, to the deep and dangerous machinations of a def. 
perate faction. Addreſſes were hawked about from pariſh to 
pariſh, from houſe to houſe; promiſes, threats, ud 
means equally unjuſtifiable were employed. The moſt abject 
and abandoned, who were neither entitled by property, or 
franchiſe, were hired to give a ſanction to thok Iniquitous 
proceedings. He then turned his attention to what he called 
| the barbarous warfare, carrying on againſt the inhabitants of 
'» the North-American ſea-coaſts; and termed it an helliſ po- 
licy of making war upon old men, women,. children, and 
other innocent and defenceleſs perſons. 

Mr. Bayly inſiſted on the injuries ſuſtained by the Weft- 
India iſlands. He ſaid, he was well informed, nay he mw 
fully convinced, that the inhabitants of thoſe. iflands muſt þ 
ſtarved ; and though they ſhould not, their : crops muſt be 
loſt, as they had not nearly. lumber enough to ſave the pre- 
ſent ; that ſuch being the caſe, the proprictors muſt be ruined 
and the conſequences would in the end reach the merchants, 
ſo as, he feared, to bring on a general bankruptcy among 
thoſe in any manner concerned or intereſted in the Weſt- Indi 
trade. 

Dor. Jeb - Governor Johnſtone, obſerved, that this bill, it its paſſag 

_—_ through this Houſe, relative to the point mentioned by tit 

honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, was ſolely defendet 
by adminiſtration on the gound that proviſions might be hat 
from the Floridas, and flour and lumber from Quebec; thu 
both thoſe reſources were known already to have no exiſtence 
For the Floridas had not proviſions ſufficient to ſupport ti 
few inhabitants ; and no ppl could be expected from Qu 
bec of any kind. For probably, by this time, we were nou 
ſſeſſion of a foot of land in that province. From when 

e aſked, is the ſupply of either lumber or proviſions to com 
This, he ſaid, was a matter of deep and weighty cones 
tion. He remarked, with ſeverity, on thoſe who caus 
from time to time very ſhameful miſrepreſentations of fab 
be publiſhed in the Gazette, the only paper publiſhed by 
thority, He quoted ſeveral inſtances — the commence 
of hoſtilities in America, in proof of this aſſertion, He 


Th, 
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the London Gazette, which ought” to be held facred, and 
wthing be permitted to appear in it that did not bear the ſtamp 
of truth, as the paper itſelf was ſtamped with authority; that 
this rule had been notoriouſly violated of late, for when the 
worſt accounts from America were to be expected, we were 
ure to behold ſome falſe fabricated account in the Gazette, of 
our pretended ſucceſs, of which the inſtance of the laſt Gazette 
mas the moſt glaring, where a pompous account of our ſuc- 
efſes in Canada was ſet forth and publiſhed, not four and 
wenty hours before advices arrived, that General Carleton 
mas beaten, and St. John's, the key of the whole province, 
taken, 

The amendments were then ſeverally read and agreed to, 
ad Sir Grey Cooper ordered to go to the Lords and acquaint 
them therewith. 

Adjourned to January 25, 1776. 


| anuary 25, 1776. 
No debate. 7 aſa 


January 26. 

Not members ſufficient for a ballot to try à conteſt 
* 

* January 27. 

nts, The ſame. 

ono Ajourned to January 29. 

nd 

| 10 

Jan of 4 Treaty between his Majefly and the reigning 


Duke of Brunſwick. 
Signed at Brunſwick, the 9th of January, 1776. 


BB it known unto all whom it does or may concern, 
lat his Majeſty, the king of Great-Britain, having judged 
noti ure to propoſe to his moſt ſerene highneſs the duke of 

Sunwick and Lunenburg, the ceſſion of a body of his 
come oops, to be employed in the ſervice of Great-Britain, and 
e moſt ſerene highneſs having yielded with zeal and readi- 
IP to his Majeſty's views, the Hgh- contracting parties have 
ven orders for this purpoſe to their reſpective miniſters ; that 
to ſay, his Britannic majeſty to colonel William Faucitt, 


Vok, III. 224 0 » captain 
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captain of the guards; and the moſt ſerene duke of Brun. 
wick and Lunenberg, to the privy councellor de Feronce, 
who, after the exchange of their full powers, have agreed 
upon the followjng articles, 

ART, I. The Moſt Serene Duke of Brunſwick yields his 
Britannic Majeſty a corps of infantry of his troops, of three 
thouſand nine hundred and ſixty-ſour men, which corps ſhall 
be entirely at the diſpoſition of the King, as well in Europe 
as in America. | | 
Ar. II. His Moſt Serene Highneſs alſo yields to his Bri. 
tannic Majeſty, a body of light way pe three hundred and 
thirty-ſix men, but as his Britannic Majeſty will not haye 
o:calion for the horſes of this corps, the ſaid corps ſhall 
terve as à corps of infantry ; and if the ſervice requires them 
to be mounted, his Majeſty engages to do it at his own ex- 

ence. | | Wy 

. ART. III. The Moſt Serene Duke engages to equip com- 
pletely both theſe corps, except the horſes for the light ca- 
valry ; his Moſt Serene Highneſs will keep in readineſs for 
marching, towards the 15th of February next at fartheſt, the 
firſt diviſion of this corps, conſiſting of two thouſand two 
hundred and eighty-two men, in ſuch manner, that this fit 
diviſion ſhall arrive, towards the 25th of February, at the 
place of embarkation, to be agreed upon between the u- 
ſpective miniſters ; as to the ſecond diviſion of the ſaid body df 
troops, amounting to two thouſand eighteen men, his Mok 
Serene Highneſs will cauſe them to begin their march in the 
laſt week of the month of March at fartheſt ; theſe two corps 
ſhall paſs in review at the place of their embarkation, before 
his Britannic Majeſty's commiſſary; and in order to prevent 
deſertion in their march, his Britannic Majeſty will caulethe 
moſt preciſe orders to be given in his electoral dominions, tht 
all neceſſary meaſures be taken to ſtop every deſerter from 
this body of troops, and to convey them, without delay, to 
the place of embarkation, there to join their regiments. Hi 
Britannic Majeſty will cauſe directions to be given to tht 
governors or commandants of places, bailiffs, and others, b 
execute theſe orders with the ſame exactneſs as is obſerit 
with regard to his Majeſty's electoral troops. 

_ ART, IV. This body of infantry and of light cavalry, 
ſhall be compoſed of five regiments, and of two battallionh 
according to the liſts ' annexed to the preſent treat); l 
officer's ſervants on the ſaid lifts ſhall be furniſhed with am$ 
and every neceſlary equipment, as ſoldiers, they ſhall do ft. 


yick 
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vice like them, if occaſion requires it, and ſhall be paid as 
ſuch, 

Art. V. The Moſt Serene Duke engages to furniſh the 
recruits that may be annually neceſſary for this corps; theſe 
recruits ſhall be delivered, after a previous notice of four 
months, to his Britannic Majeſty's commiſſary, diſciplined 
and equipped; the ſaid recruits ſhall arrive at the place of 
their embarkation at the time that thal] be agreed upon before 
the opening of each campaign. 

ArT. VI. The King's ſervice, and the preſervation of the 
troops, requiring equally, that the commanding officers 
and ſubalterns ſhould be expert perſons, his Moſt Serene 
Highneſs will take proper care in the choice of them. 

Axr. VII. The Moſt Serene Duke engages to put this 
corps on the beſt footing poſſible; and none ſhall be ad- 
mitted into it but perſons proper for campaign ſervice, and 
acknowledged as ſuch by his Britannic Majeſty's commiſ- 
ſary 


Axr. VIII. This corps ſhall be furniſhed with tents, and 
all neceſſary equipage. 

Art, IX. The Ling grants to this corps the ordinary and 
extraordinary pay, as well as all advantages in forage, pro- 
von, &c, &c. enjoyed by the royal troops; and the Moſt 
derene Duke engages to let this corps enjoy all the emolu- 
ments of pay, that his Britannic majeſty allows them; the 
ick and wounded of the ſaid corps ſhall be taken care of in 
the hoſpitals, and at the expence of the King, as the troops 
of his Britannic Majeſty ; the wounded, not. in a condition to 
ſerve, ſhall be tranſported into Europe, at the expence of 
the King, and landed in a port on the Elbe or the Weſer; 
to what regards the body of light cavalry, they ſhall be 
put on the foot of the Britiſh light cavalry, when they are 
lilmounted ; but they ſhall have the ſame pay, as well ordi- 
mary as extraordinary, as the light horſe of his Majelty, 
tom the day that they ſhall ſerve on horſeback. | 

ART, X.. There ſhall be paid to his Moſt Serene Highneſs, 
uder the title of levy-money, for each foot-ſoldier, or 
trooper not mounted, thirty crowns banco, the crown rec- 
toned at fifty-three ſols of Holland, and reckoned at four 
hillings nine pence three farthings; one third of this levy 
money ſhall be paid a month after the ſignature of the treaty, 
nd the two other thirds ſhall be paid two months after the 
benature ; the payment of this levy money ſhall be made; 
heyertheleſs, on condition, that thirty crowns banco ſhall 
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de retained for each ſoldier of the ſaid corps, who without 
cauſe of ſickneſs ſhall be abſent on the day when they pag 
in review before his Britannic Majeſty's commiſlary ; which 
thirty crowns banco ſhall, however, be paid as ſoon as the 
abſent ſoldiers ſhall join their reſpective corps. 

ART. XI. According to cuſtom, three wounded men ſhall 
be reckoned as one killed; a man killed ſhall be paid for at 
the rate of Jevy-money ; if it ſhall happen, that any of the 
regiments, battalions, or companies of this corps, ſhould 
ſuffer a loſs altogether extraordinary, either in a battle, 2 
ſiege, or by an uncommon contagious malady, or by the 16 
of any tranſport veſſel in the voyage to America, his Bri. 
tannic Majeſty will make good, in the moſt equitable man. 
ner, the loſs of the officer or ſoldier, and will be at the ex- 
pence of the neceſſary recruits, to re-eſtabliſh the corps that 
ſhall. have ſuffered this extraordinary loſs. 

ART. XII. The Moft Serene Duke reſerves to himſelf the 
the nomination to the vacant employments, as alſo the ad. 
miniſtration of juſtice ; moreover, his Britannic maſeſty will 
cauſe orders to be given to the commander of the army, in 
which this corps ſhall ſerve, not to exact of this corps any 
extraordinary ſervices, or fuch as are beyond their proportion 
with the reſt of the army ; this corps ſhall take the oath of 
fidelity to his Brittannic Majeſty, without prejudice to the 
oath which they have taken to their Sovereign, 

Arr. XIII. Towards defraying the extraordinary ex- 
pences, which the haſty equipment of this body of troops 
occaſions, his Britannic Majeſty grants two months pay, 
previous to the March of the ſaid troops, and from the time 
the troops ſhall have quitted their quarters, in ordei to repair 
to the place of their deſtination, all the expences of their 
march and tranſport, ſhall be at the charge of his Britannic 


Majeſty. 
Lk XIV. His Britannic Majeſty grants to his Moſt Se- 
rene Highneſs an annual ſubſidy, which ſhall be regulated in 


the manner following: it ſhall eommence from the day of the WW! 3 
ſignature of the preſent treaty, and ſhall be ſingle, that is uns 
ſay, ot the amount of ſixty- four thouſand five hundred Ge-. 

2 & 


man crowns, as long as theſe troops ſhall enjoy the pay; 
from the time the pay ſhall ceaſe, the ſubſidy ſhall be double, 
that is to ſay, of one hundred twenty-nine thouſand Gemma 
crowns. his double ſubſidy ſhall be continued during tw 
ears after the return of the ſaid troops into his Mot oerene 
lighneſs's dominions, * 
Te RTy 
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Ir. XV. This treaty ſhall be ratified by the high- con- 
acting parties, and the ratifications thereof ſhall be ex- 
changed as foon as poſſible, | 

Thus concluded, and ſigned by the miniſter plenipoten- 
tary of his Majeſty, the king of Great. Britain, on one part, 
aby the miniſter plenipotentiary of his moſt ſerene high- 
es the duke of Brunſwick and Lunenburg, on the other 


e paſt, 


AQ ww ©o en # 


Done at Brunſwick this oth of January, 1776. 
William Faucitt (L. S.) J. B. de Feronce (L. S.) 


- Note concerning the Levy Money. 


at BY the ſtate annexed to the preſent note, it is manifeſt, 
at the total of the heads for which levy money is paid, 
he nounts to four thouſand eighty-four. By the 10th article 
d. che treaty, it is agreed, that thirty crowns banco of fifty 
ill te ſols of Holland, ſhall be paid; the crown banco is va- 
in Weed at 45. 93d. which makes for the whole 294811. 7s. 6d. 
ny WF) the ſame 10th article, it is agreed, that one third part of 
on Wis ſum ſhall be paid one month, and the two other third 
of Wins, two months after the ſignature ; conſequently his Bri- 
the nic Majeſty will be pleaſed to order it to be paid on the 
d of February next to the banker properly authoriſed, the 
ex- a part of the levy money making 98271. 2s. 6d. the two 
ops er third parts ſhall be paid on the gth of March next, 
ay; awount of which is 1905g1. 5s. 
ine WY Done and ſigned at Brunſwick this 9th of January, 1776. 


pair William Faucitt. J. B. de Feronce. 

beit An 

1nic f the Number of the Heads for which Levy Money is ta 
be paid. 

Yes | 

din GENERAL STAFF. 


the n Servant of the lieutenant quarter-maſter general. 
is u Servant of the caſhier. 
Ger- | Labourers, 


pa 2 dervants for the carriage with the military cheſt, 

ble, | — 

man © 

erent | Carried over 15 
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1815 Brought over 15 


Regiment of Dragoons. 


STAFF. 
3 Servants of the captain lieutenants. 
x Servant of the aid de camp. 
of the quarter-maſter general. 
of the chaplain. 
of the auditor, 
of the ſurgeon major. 
1 Trumpeter of the ſtaff, 
1 Provoſt. 
1 His aſſiſtant. 
4 Labourers. 


15 


x Trooe, 


3 Servants for the officers, 
6 Inferior officers, 
2 Drummers. 


60 Dragoons. 
I Surgeon. 
2 Bats-men. 
74 men makes for four troops 296 
— 136 311 men 


Battalion of Grenadiers. 


1 

STAFF. . 

1 Servant of the captain lieutenant. F 

I of the aid de camp. 

I of the ſurgeon's aſſiſtant, 3 

1 Provoſt. 

1 His aſſiſtant. 

EY de 

3 In 


Carried over } 
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Brought over 


One Company of Grenadiers. 


4 Servants for the officers, 
19 Inferior officers. 

1 Surgeon. 

3 Drummers. 

1 Fifes. 

l Carpenters, 

ob Grenadiers, 

2 Bats- men. 


u men, makes for four companies, of which 
this battalion is compoſed - a 
— 8 


Regiment of Infantry, 


STAFF, 


2 Servants of the captain lieutenants, 
| Servant of the aid de camp. 
l Surgeon major. 
l Chaplain 
l Auditor. 
| Quarter maſter major, 
| Clerk, 
I Drum major, 

Hautbooys. 
Provoſt. 
His aſfiſtant. 
n Bats-men, 


men. 
Comrany. 


deman ts for the officers. 
ferior officers, 


Carried over 867 
_— 


1 Surgeon. 
3 Drummers. 


106 Soldiers. 
2 Bats-men. 


126 men total of five companies 630 


Www ww = w we 


| — 


— 


1 
10 
2 
123 
2 


142 


4 
1 


10 


3 Drummers. 
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Brought over 86 


Staff - - = I 7 


| b 
Second regiment . . b 
Third regiment - . 6 
Fourth regiment < 6 


. - Battallion of Light Infantry. 


STAFF. 


Servant of the captain lieutenant, 
Aid de camp. 
Quarter maſter, 

Provoft. | 

His aſſiſtant. 


Servant for the cheſt. | 
carriage with the medicines, 


men. 


One Company of Chaſſeurs, 


Servants for the officers. 
Surgeon, 

Inferior officers, 
French horns. 
Chaſſeurs. 

Bats- men. 


men | 

One Ordinary Company. 
Servants for the officers, 22220 111 Bi 
Surgeon. NN 
Inferior officers. 


Carried over 
100 


1410 
Brought over 3458 


100 Soldiers. 
1 Bats-men. 
0 wen. 4 Companies of this force 480 
1 Company of Chaſſeurs 142 
211 Staff 7 | 
Sum total 4084 men. 
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rnſation of a Treaty between his Majeſty and the Land we 
a ho Hes Calle??? on 


Signed at Caſſel the 15th of January, 1776. 


HIS Britannic Majeſty being deſirous of loying in 
plervicea body of = ve thouſand men Fl — s of 
b moſt ſerene highneſs the reigning Landgrave of Heſſe 
ell, and that prince full of attachment for his Majeſty, 
ring nothing more than to give him proofs of it, his Ma- 
bh, in order to ſettle the objects relative to this alliance bas 
kought proper to ſend to Caſſell the Sieur William Faucitt 
p miniſter plenipotentiary and colonel in his ſervice; and 
Molt Serene High has named, on bis part for the 
ne purpoſe, the Baron Martin, Erneſte de Schlieffen his 
witer of ſtate, lieutenant general and knight of his orders, 
ſo being furniſhed with requiſite full powers, have agreed 
the treaties formerly concluded between Great Britain 

d Heſſe, ſhall be made the baſis of the preſent treaty, and 
adopt as much of them as ſhall be applicable to the pre- 
at cucumſtances, or to determine by new articles ſuch 
lats as muſt be ſettled otherwiſe; every thing that ſhall not 
differently regulated, ſhall be deemed to ſubſiſt in full 
Ke, as it ſhall appear to be declared in the abovementioned 
wies; and as it is not poſſible to ſpecify each particular 
every thing that ſhall not be found regulated in a pte- 
* manner, neither in the preſent treaty nor in the former 
Wes, ought to be ſettled with equity and good faith, con- 
madly tothe ſame principles which were agreed on each part 
Vol. III. Rr to 


to be purſued for regulating all ſuch caſes, whether during ot 
after the laſt war. | ea bt 
I. There ſhall be therefore, by virtue of this treaty | 

tween his —_— 2 King of Great Britain and his mad 
ſerene highneſs of Heſſe Caſſell, their ſuccer 
ſor and heirs, a ſtrict friendſhip, and a ſincere, firm and con 
ſtant union, inſomuch that the one ſhall conſider the intereſ 
of the other as his on, and ſhall apply himſelf with 9000 
faith to advance them to the utmoſt, and to prevent and ay 


mutually ali trouble and loſs. 
II. To this end it is , that all former treaties prin 
cipally of guaranty, be to be renewed and con 


by the preſent t in all their points, articles and clauſe 
and ſhall be of the ſame force as if they were herein inſerted 
word for word, fo far as is not derogated from them by th 
preſent treaty, : IEF: \> PREY 
III. This body of twelve thouſand men of the troops « 
Heſſe, which is to be employed in his Britannic Majeſty 
ſervice," ſhall conſiſt of four battalions of grenadiers 4 c 
companies each, fifteen "battalions of infantry of five comp 
niegeach, and two companies of chaſſeurs; the whole pr 
vided with general and other neceſſary officers. This con 
ſhall be compleatly equipped and provided with tents, and 
4ccoutrements of which it may ftand in need; in a word 
be put upon the beſt footing poſſible, and none ſhall be 1 
we . ” for ſervice, and —— 
ch by ritannic Majeſty's commiſſary. Formerly ti 
Ne of the treaties has uſually preceded, by ſome tin 
the term of the requiſrtion for the march of the troops, 
as in the preſent circumſtances there is no time to be loſt, f 
day of the ſignature of the prefent treaty is deemed. alfo 
be the term of the requiſition ; and three battalions of gr! 
nadiers, ſix battalions of infantry,” with one company 
chaſſeurs, ſhall be in a condition to paſs in review 5 
Britannic Majeſty's commiſſary on the fourteenth of Februa 
and ſhall begin to march on the day following the fit 
of February, for the place of embarkation. The reſt i 
be ready in four weeks after, if poſſible, and march in 
manner. * 1 4 3 | 
This of troops ſhall not be ted, unleſs real 
of war require it, but ſhall remain under the orders of the 
neral ts whom his Moſt Serene Highneſs has entruſted 


_— 


. 
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unmand ; and the ſecond diviſion ſhall be conducted to the 
ane places only where the firſt ſhall actually be, if nat con- 
cy to the plan of operations.. 
lv, Each battalion of this body of troops ſhall be provided 
ith two pieces of field artillery, with the. officers, gunners 
other perfons, and the train thereunto belonging, if his 
ety is defirous-of it. nt ald! 
J. Towards defraying the expence in which the Moſt Se- 
ve Landgrave ſhall be engaged for the arming and putting in 
wadition the ſaid corps of twelve thouſand men, his Majeſty 
he King of Great Britain promiſes to pay to his Moſt Serene + 
H for. each foot ſoldier thirty crowns-banco levy mo- 
wer, as well for the-infantry as for the chaſleurs, or artillery, - 
[there ſhould be any, the ſum total of which ſhall be aſcer- 
ned according to the number of men compoſing this corps, 
u they have been reckoned in former alliance. 
The ſum of one hundred and ei hey thouſand crowns bance . 
aed as in the following article, tha | be paid on; account of 


by Jevy money on the tenth of February, and the refigue 
ul be paid when the ſecond diviſion of this corps ſhall begin 


V. In all the former treaties a certain number of years is 
yulated for their duration; but in the preſent his Britannic 
ey chuſing rather not to engage bimlſelf for any longer 
ae than he ſhall have oecaſion for theſe troops, conſents in- 
ad thereof that the ſubſidy ſhall-be double. from the day of 
lgnature of this treaty to its expiration, that is to ſay, 
* it ſhall amount for this body of twelve thouſand men to 
lum of four hundred and fifty thouſand crowns bance per 
um; the crown reckoned at fifty-three ſols of Holland, or 
four ſhillings and nine-pence three farthings Engliſh mo- 
ad that the ſubſidy ſhall continue upon this foot du- 
gall-the time that this body of troops ſhall remain in Bri- 
Y. His Britannic Majeſty engages alſo to give notice 
the Moſt Serene Landgrave of its determination twelve 
hs or a whole year before it ſhall take place; which no- 
r ſhall not even iven before this body of troops is re- 
med, and actually arrived in the dominians of the ſaid prince, 
in Heſſe, properly fo called. His Majeſty ſhall con- 
we equally to this corps the pay and other emoluments for 
remainder af the month in Which it . ſhall 8 the 
tiers of Heſſe; and * Serene Highneſs reſerves to 
| r2 


himſe 


\ 


and his Majeſty's department of war (ball deliver without 4e. 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 19, 
himſelf on bis fide, the liberty of recalling his troops at the 
end of four years, if they are not ſent back before, or to a 
with his Britannic Majeſty at the end of that time for ano 
ther term. » Di SPC 4 7 | ; HH 
VII. With regard to the pay and treatment, as well ordi. 
nary as extraordinary, of the ſaid troops, they ſhall be put on 
the ſame foot, in all reſpects, with the national Britiſh troops; 


lay to that of his Meſt Serene Highneſs, an exact and faith. 
ful ſtate of the pay and treatment enjoyed by thoſe troops; 
whieh pay and treatment; in conſideration that his Moſt de. 
rene Highneſs could not put this corps in a condition to 
march in ſo ſhort a time without extraordinary expences, ſh]l 
commence for the firſt diviſion on the frſt of February, ai 
for the ſecond, ſeven days Before it ſhall begin to march, and 
ſhall be paid into qo cheſt of „without any 
abatemerit or deduction, to be diſtributed according to the ar. 
rangements which ſhall be made for that purpoſe, and the 
ſum of twenty thouſand pounds ſterling all be advanced in 
mbdiately on account of the faid pay. 
VIII. If it hould happen unfortunately that any regim 
of comfiny of the {aid corps Thould be ruined or deſtroyed 
either by accidents on the ſea or/otherwiſe, in the whole or i 
part, or that the pieces of artillery or other effects with which 
they ſhall be provided, ſhould be taken by the wo or le 
on the ſea, his -Majeſty-the King of Great-Britain {ſhall cauſe 
to be paid the expences of the neceſſary rectuits, as will f 
the price of the ſaid ſield pieecs and effects, in order forthwith 
to reinſtate the artillery and the faid regiments or companies; 
and the faid recruits ſhall be ſettled Hkewiſe on the foot « 
thoſe which were furniſhed to the Heſſian officers by virtue 
the treaty of 1702, article the fifth, tothe end that the cor 
may be always preſerved and ſeat back in as good a fate 
it was delivered in: the recruits annually neceſſary ſhall e 
ſent to the Engliſh commiſſary, diſciplined and comple! 
— — — = pee of embarkation, at ſuch time 3K 
nne Maj ll appornet. 1 

IX. In Dope his Majeſty ſhall make uſe of Gon 
troops by land wherever all judge ; but No 
— tes the only coun ch — e'of the gon 
where this body of troops ſhall be employed. They fu 
not ſerve on the ſea, and they ſnall enjoy, in all things, vi 
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2 are enj ed by the Englith troops. 7 N 

X. In cafe th Moſt — Land ve ſhould be attacked 
g diſturbed in the poſſeſſion of his inions, has Britannic 
Majeſty promiſes and engages to give him all the fuceour that 
itthall be in his power to afford, | original, de dunner] which 
ficcour ſhall be continued to him until he ſhall have ob- 
ined an entire ſecurity and juſt indemnification : as the 
noſt- Serene Landgrave promiſes likewiſe on his part, that 
u caſe his Majeſty the King of Great Britain is attacked 
or diſturbed in his kingdoms, dominions, lands, provinces 
gr towns, he will give him | original, lui pretera] in like 
nner all the ſuccour that it ſhall be in his power to af- 
ford, [original de donner] which ſuccour ſhall likewiſe 


arantageous peace. 
AI. In order to render this alliance and union the more 
perſet and to leave no doubt with the parties about the cer- 
ty of the ſuccour which they have to expect by virtue of 
ls treaty, it is expreſſly agreed, that to Judge fo 

I 


wt uſed o n force againſt him who attacks him. 
MI. The fick of the Heſſian corps ſhall remain under 
be care of their phyficians, ſurgeons, and other perſons ap- 
nuntec for that, purpole, under the orders of the general 
mmanding the corps of that nation; and every thing ſhall 
Eallowed them that his Majeſty, allows to his own troops. 
An. All the Heffian deſerters ſhall be faithfully given, 
pmherever they ſhall be diſcovered in the places dependent 
bus Britannie Majeſty, and above all as far as it is poſſible, 
ppcrion whatever of that nation ſhall be permitted to eſta- 
ſh himſelf in America, without the conſent of his ſove- 


IV. All the tranſports for the troops, as well for the 
£14 for the effects, Tall be;at the expence of his, Britan- 

y 3 and none belonging to the ſaid corps ſhall pay 
1 4 e of letters, in confideration of the Alkane of the 


$, { | 
AV, The treaty ſhall be ratified by the high contracting 
5, and the ratifications thereof ſhall be exchanged as 

u as poſſible. 
In 


it any reſtriction whatfoever, the ſame pay and emoluments 


entinued to him, until hie ſhall have obtained a good and 


r the fu-. 
* whether the caſe of this alliance and the ſtipulated ſuc- 
aur exiſts or not, it ſhall ſuffice, that either of the parties 
actually attacked by force of arms, without his having 
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In witneſs whereof, we the underſigned, ſurniſhed with 
the full powers of his Majeſty the King of Great Britain on 
one part, and of his Moſt Serene Highneſs the reigning 
Landgrave of Heſſe Caſſell on the other party have Genel 
the preſent treaty, and have cauſed the. ſeals: of our arms to 
be put thereto. None at Caſſell, the Fifteenth of January, 
wee year hee owl 07 ee 


LS William Foucitt; .- L., S. M. de Schlieſfen. 
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Tranſlation of a Treaty *etwern his Majeſly and the Herd 
4 ance of Heſſe Caſſell, reigning Count of Hanau, 2 


dnl at Hanau, the gt of February, 1116 


BE it known to all whom it may concern, that his Mz- 
jeſty the King of Great Britain having judged proper to ac- 
cept 2 body of infantry of the troops of his mol ſerene high- 
neſs the hereditary Prince of Heſſe Caſſell, reigning Count 
of Hanau, &c. to be employed in the ſervice of Great Ini 
tain, the high contracting parties have giving orders for this 
purpoſe to their reſpective miniſters, that is to ſay, his Hi 
tannic Majeſty to Colonel William Faucitt, captain of th 
guards; and the moſt ſerene hereditary Prince of Heſſe Cal . 
1ell to his miniſter and privy ran 8, Frederic de Mal.” 
bourg ; who after the exchange of their reſpective full pun -. 
wers have 8 upon the following article. 

Art. I. The ſaid Moft Serene Prince yields to his Bn 
tanic Majeſty a body of infantry of fix hundred fixty «gp 
men, which ſhall be at the entire diſpoſition of the Kung 
Great Britain. 8 ; ; 

Art. II. The Moſt Serene Prince engages to equip come. > 
pleatly this corps, and that it ſhall be ready to march th "rr 
twentieth of the month of March next, at fartheſt. 1! 
faid corps ſhall paſs in review before his Britannic Ma 
commiffary at Hanau, if that can be done, or at ſome 
place, as opportunity, ſhall offer. © 

Art. III. The Moft Serene Prince engages to furniſh 
recruits annually neceſſary ; theſe recruits ſhall be delve 


A. 1916. _— 6 
to his Britannic Majeſty's commiſſary, diſciplined and com- 
gleatly equipped: his Mott Serene Highnels will do his ut- 
moſt — the whole may arrive at the place of their embarka- 
tion at the time his Majeſty ſhall fix upon. 
Art, IV. The ſervice of his Britannic .- Majeſty, and the 
preſervation of the troops, requiring equally that the-com- 
nanding officers and ſubalterns ſhould be perfectly acquainted 
with the ſervice, his Moſt Serene Highneſs will take proper 
care in the choice of them, | 
Art. V. The Moſt Serene. Prince engages to put this corps 
on the beſt faoting poſſible, and none ſhall be admitted into 
it but pekſons proper for campaign ſervice, and acknowledged 
ich b * Majeſty's commiſſary. 1 
Art. VI. This corps ſhall be furniſhed with tents and all 


N equip age. , | | 
Art, it. The King grants to this corps the ordinary and 
atraordinary pay, as well as all the advantages in forage, 
proviſions, winter-quarters, and refreſhments, &c. &c. en- 
pyed by the royal troops; and the Moſt Serene Prince en- 
rages to let this corps enjoy all the emoluments of pay that 
u Britannic Majeſty allows them. The fick and wounded 
of the ſaid corps ſhall be taken care of in the King 8 hoſpitals, 
ud ſhall be treated in this reſpect as his Britannic Majeſty's 
troops ;- and the wounded, not in a condition to ferve, ſhall 
e tranſported into Europe, and ſent back into their - own 
wuntry at the expence of the King. 
VII. There ſhall be paid to his Moſt Serene Highneſs, 
er the title of levy money, for each foot ſoldier, thirty 
mwns banco ; the crown reckoned at fifty three ſols of Hol- 
aud: one half of this levy-money ſhall be paid fix weeks 
ier the e of the treaty, and the other half, three 
bonths and a half after the ſignature. 
At. IX. According to cuſtom, three wounded men ſhall 
de reckoned as one killed: a man killed, ſhall be paid for at 
de rate of the levy-money. If it ſhall happen that "any 
pany of this corps ſhould be entirely ruined or deſtroyed, 
le King will pay the expence of the neceflary recruits to re- 
Wbliſh this corps. 
Art, X. The Moſt Serene Prince reſerves to himſelf the 
Munation to the vacant employments, as alſo the admini- 
on of juſtice, Moreover his Britannic Majeſty will 
Ca 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 11:6 
cauſe orders to be given to the commander of the army in 
which this corps ſhall ſerve, not to exact of this corps any 
extraordinary ſervices, or fuch as are be their proportion 
with the. reſt of the army; and when they ſhall ſerye with 
the Engliſh troops, or with other auxiliaries, the officers ſhall 
command (as the military ſervice requires of itſelf) accord. 
ing to their military , and the ſeniority of their com- 
miſſions, without making any diſtinction of what corps the 
troops may be with which they may ſerve. This corps ſhall 
take the oath of fidelity to his Britannie Majeſty, without 

prejudice to that which they have taken to their ſovereign, 

Art. XI. Their pay ſhall commence fifteen days before 
the march of this body of troops, and from the time the 
troops ſhall have quitted their 332 in order to repair to 
the place of their deſtination, all the expences of march and 
tranſport, as well as of the future return of the troops into 
_ own country, ſhall be at the charge of bis Britannie 

ajeſty. 197 

Aer II. His Britannie Majeſty will grant to the MoftSe 
rene Prince, during all the time that this body of troops ſhall 
be in the pay of his Majeſty, an annual fubſidy of twenty fire 
thouſand and fifty crowns banco. His Majefty ſhall cauſe no- 
tice of the ceſſation of the aforeſaid ſubſidy to be given, 
whole year before it ſhall ceaſe to be paid, provided that thi 
notice ſhall not be given till after the return of the troops inte 
the dominions of his Moſt Serene Highneſs. 

This treaty ſhall be ratified by the high contracting 8 
and the ratifications thereof ſhall be exchanged as ſoon 4 
poſſible. In witneſs whereof, we the underſigned, in virtus 
of our full powers have ſigned the preſent treaty, and have 
thereuato put the ſeals of our arms. 


| Done at Hanay, the 5th of February, 1910 
L. S. William Faucitt, L. S. Frederic Bn. de Malſbouy 
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General Staff. 
1 Myor-general 
' — 
general 
His ſervant 
1 Aid-de-eamp 
1 Secretary 
1 Caſhier 
His ſervant 
1 Writer 
Clerk 
1 Gunſmith 
2 His Aſſiſtants 


Staff. 


Colonel or lientenant- colonel 
His ſervant 
Major 
lis ſervant 

f Ad- de- camp 

His ſervant 

2 Captain-lieutenants 

2 Servants 

| Regimental quarter-mafter 


| His ſervant. 


| Chaplain 

His ſervant 

| durgeon-major 
His ſervant 

1 Clerk 

His ſervant 

i -rum-major 


4 Hautbois © 


— 
men carried over. 
Vor. III. Ip 


OE 4. A'T.E $7 


The following Papers of Military Eſtabliſhments were < fuljoized to 
the preceding Treaties, 


iſhment of the Brunſwick Troops which are 10 * into the 7e 7 
I 4 2 Majeſty. 


1 Sadler 


2 Servants for the carriage with 


22 men. 


Eflablifhment of one Regiment of Infantry, 


TY 


1 Matroſs 


1 His Aſſiſtant 


1 Farrier © 


2 His Aﬀtante 


1 Waggon-maſter 
1 His Aſſiſtant 


the e 


Eftabliſhment of one 8 
1 Captain 1 8 
1 His ſervant 
1 Firſt lieutenant 
1 His ſervant 
I Second lieutenant 
1 His ſervant 
I Enfign 
1 His ſervant 
2 Serjeants 
3 Inferior officers 
1 Captain d'armes 
1 Fourier 
1 Bearer of colours 
- Corporals 
I Surgeon 
Drummers 


20 Anſpeſſades 
86 Soldiers } 70 ſoldier 


2 Servants for the Tents 
1 Sollicitor 


131 men carried over. 


Brought | 
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21 Brought ov over | 131 Brought over 


© 1 Prevot-- | Mt INES, 
1 His went 1 

2 Servants for the carriage, with - 9 5 

che military and dion cheſts 


25 men. 8 131 men. 
Five companies of 131 men | bee men 
Staff 2 - 25 | 
Sum total of one regimnet. 680 
a.” Eftabliſhment of one Battalion of Grenadiers. =y 
Staff. Eſtabliſhment of one Company. 
Lieutenant-colonel or major 1 Captain 4:4 
His ſervant 1 His ſervant | 
1 Captain-licutenant 1 Firſt lieutenant | 
His ſervant 1 His ſervant 
1 Aid-de-camp- | 1 Second lieutenant 
1 His ſervant . © Nr 1 His ſervant” 
1 Surgeon-major 1 Sub-licutenant 
1 His affiſtant 1 His ſervant a 
1 Provoſt 2 Serjeants a 
1 His ſervant | 2 Inferior officers 
6 Corporals : 
1 Surgeon a 
3 Drummers F 
- F — 1 
Si nters — 1 
= peſſades A 
86 Soldiers 106 ſoldien 
2 Servants for the tents 
5 I Solicitor 
8 men. ; | —— 
— | ; 139 men. 
* — companies of 139 men 656 men | | 
| Sum total of one battalion of grenadiers 564 - 


— — 


E fabi 


To 


DEAT „ 
.E/tabliſhment of one Regiment of Dragoons. _...- : © 


1. 76. 


Sieß Eflablifſhment of one 7. r00p. 
Colonel 52 08 1 Captain 
His ſervant = | . His ſervant 
Lieutenant-colonel 1 Lieutenant 
His ſervant ; 1 His ſervant 
Mor | 1 Cornet 
His ſervant - 1 His ſervant 
; Captain-licutenants 1 Quarter-maſter 
3 Their ſervants - | 2 Serjeants 
1 Regimental quarter-maſter 3 Corporals 
1 His ſervant I Surgeon 
1 Aid-de-camp 2 Drummers 
1 His ſervant 60 Dragoons 
1 Chaplain _. | 2 Servants for the tents 
1 His ſervant | I Solicitor 
1 Auditor 
1 His ſervant 
1 Surgeon-major 
1 His ſervant 
Clerk 
Trumpeter 
1 Provoſt 
His ſervant 
1 Farrier 
His affiſtant 
1 Sadler 
His aſſiſtant 
14 men, 78 men, 
75 Four troops of 18 men | 1 * men 


Sum total of a regiment of dragoons 2 
f Eſtabliſhment of one Battalion of Light-Infantry. 


Staff. 1 Provoſt 
Leutenant=colonel or major 1 His ſervant 
ſervant, 1 Servant for the ca rage with 
Captain-lieutenant ; the military-cheſt 
| His ſervant | by, il Servant. for the. carriage with 
did de- camp 3 the medicines. | 
His ſervant ä 
durgeon- major | | 
Regimental quarter -maſter 11 men. 
| His ſervant e 


S $82 


E eee e A. 6. 
| Eftabliſhment of * Beabyment of one ordinary 
. Obeffeerre * 
I Captain 1 Captain 
1 His ſervant ' + 1 His ſervant 
1 Firft-licutenant 1 Firſt-lieuteflattt 
1 His ſervant ; 1 His ſervant 


1 Second-lieutenant » > 
1 His ſervannt 
1 Sub-licutthant - 

1 His ſervant 

1 Surgeon 

2 Serjeants 

2 Inferior officers 
6 Corporals 

2 Freaeh- horns 

123 Chauſſeurs | 
2 Servants for the tents 
1 Solicitor 


147 men. 


OY 


Four companies of 125 men 
One company of Chaſſeurs 
Staff 


Sum total of a battalion of Light-Infantry. 


RECAPITULATTION. 
The firſt diviſion confiſts in the General Staff of 
Prince Frederick's regiment of infantry, of 
The fegiment of Rideſel, of 
The batkalion of 1 of 1 of - 


The regament of 


Total of the firſt divigen 


S 
| try of Wr 25 


Total of the ſecond diviſion 


1 Second-lieutenant 
1 His ſervant 

1 Sub-lieute term 

1 His ſervant 

1 Surgeon 

2 Serjeants 

2 Inferior officer 
6 Corporals 

3 Drummers 


20 Anſpeſſades , 
80 Soldiers ; 109 ſoldier 


2 Servants for the tents 
1 Sollicitor 


125 men. 


500 men 


147 
11 


658 


— —_ 
Men. 
22 
680 
2 680 
504 
— 835 
2282 


- — 


— 
Sum Total 1 


12 1212 


ö. 


55 


The General Staff. 
1 General-commandant, 
His two aide-de-camps, 
His ſecretary 
| Lieutenant-generalof infantry 
His aid-de camp 
; Majot-generals of infantry 
4 Aids-de-camp 
1 Quarter-maſter-general 
Hs affiftarrt | 
2 Majors of brigade 


1 Colotiel-commandant of the 
four battahons of grenadiers 

1 Lieutenant-colonel 

1 Quicter-miafter of the tegi- 
ment 

1 Gunſmith 

1 Provoſt 

1 Servant for the carriage with 
the military cheſt. 


Total of the ſtaff 


O © AT E % 
Eftabliſhemnt of the Troqps of the Landgrave of Heſſe Caſt. 


7 


2 Aſſiſtant majors of brigade 

1 Auditor-general 

2 ws pos of the general ſtaff 

1 Phyſician 

1 Surgeon-general 

1 Waggon-maſter of the gene- 
ral ſtaff 

1 Provoſt and his ſervants 

Serjeant of juſtice 

Executioner and his ſervants 


One Buttakon of Grenaditrs 


2 Enfign and his ſervant 
3 Serjeants 

1 Fourier 

1 Captaine d' armes 

6 Corporals 

I Surgeon 

2 Fifes 

3 Drummers 


105 Private men 
I Solicitor 


131 Total of one company 


of three others 
One Company, 393 . 
2 Captain and his ſervants „ 
Lieutenant and his ſervant 524 Total of one battalion of gre- 
2 Second- ljeutenant and his ſer- nadiers. tel 
vant 6. 3 
One Rigimem of Infantry. 
The Stef. | Drum- major 
Colonel + Hautbois 
Lieutenant-colonel 1 Gunſmith 
I Major 1 Provoſt 
! Aid-de camp 1 His ſervant \ 
| Quarter-maſter of the regi- 1 Servant for the carriage with 
ment | the military cheſt 
Auditor 1 Servant fot᷑ the 1agewith - 
| Chaplain the medicines. 
1 Surgeon-major 8 n "HL 7 ne Fe 
| Waggon- maſter -----Total of the Staff. - ..- . 


0. 


| 2 5 0 


* 0 


l 
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FA One Company. | * 
2 Captain and his ſervant 3 Drummers 
2 Lieutenant and his ſervant 105 Private men 
2 Second-lieutenant and his 1 Solicitor 
ſervant 
2 Enfign and his ſervant 139 Total of one company 
3 Serjeants $20 . of four others 
1 Fourier - of the ſtaff 
1 Captaine d' armes 
7. Corporals _ 650 Total of meat of 
1 Jurgen 5 — of one regiment of in 
3 One Company of Chaſſturs. 
2 Captain and his ſervant 1 Quarter-maſter major - 
2 Lieutenant and his ſervant I Servant for the carri- Il 
4 Second-licutenants and their age with the mili- | 
ſervants tary cheſt and medi- [ *** 
4 Serjeants cines pute, 
1 Fourier | 2 Others for the am- 
1 Captaine d' armes munition carriage 
6 Corporals 
1 Surgeon 4 
3 French-horns Fw 
105 Chaſſeurs 
Co 
129 Total of one company of chaſſeurs. 0 
 _RECAPITULATION. | 


* The General Staff. 
524 Total of one battalion of grenadiers 
1,072 -. of three others 
50 of one regiment of infantry 
95, 100 . of fourteen others 
129 of one company of chaſſeurs 
129 « of another 


— of 
12,104 

 . Eftabliſhment of the Regiment of Infantry of the Hereditary Prince J N 
71% - | i Heſſe Caſſel. ; 52 m_— * 
n Sig Surgeons It 
I Colonel * | | : — — 
I Lieutenant-colonel 6 Hautbois 4 * 
1 Major, 1. Auditor I Provoſt Maj 


1 Regimental quarter-maſter 1 His ſervant 
I Chaplain e 
1 Surgeon- major 19 fd 


* „ 


Iraaſation of the 


Convention made between his Majeſty the 
Ling of Great Britain and their High and 
ity Lordſhips, the States General, on 
put; and his moſt Serene Highneſs the 
Krave of - Heſſe Caſſel, on the other 
; touching a body of gooo men, which 
k aid Highneſs had promiſed to give for 
good of the common cauſe. 1 243 4 
Fr, His Highneſs ſhall furniſh the ſaid | 
ug of Great Britain, and the ſaid Lords 
States General, with 6000 men; which | 
(coakſt, according to the liſt which ſhall, 
made thereof, in one regiment of borſe, 
fi 7 two regiments of dragoons, 
\ of eight companies; and five regiments 
foot, each of twelve co anies ; each re- 
a. during; its field and ſtaff officers ; and 
bab akelberz in the. whole, the number 


& Theſe boco men ſhall be good troops, well 
taſed, cloathed, and armed; and they 
haze good horfes; and ſhall be provided | 
il that ſhall be neceſſary for them. | 
þ The aid 6000 men ſhall be paid regularly, 
Ming to the uboveſaid liſt 3 one half by 
Miſty the King of Great Britain, and 


— 


— 


ſhment of a Company Eſtabliſhment of a Regimental © 
Ae Com . * 
1 Captain 1 Captain 
- 1 Firſt-lieutenant 1 Firſt-licutenant 
+ Second-lieutenants 1 Second-heutenant 
1 Serjeant-major 1 Enfign - 
2 Serjeants 1 Serjeant-major 
Fourier 2 Serjeants, 
1 Captaine d armes 1 Fourier 
3 Corporals 1 Captain d' armes 
2 Fifes 1 Bearer of the colours ' 
Drummers 2 Corporals | 
j Grenadiers 3 Drummers | 
— 93 Private e 
112 — $4.0 
4.32 the four other companies 
112 the company of grenadiers . 
16 the ſt Rm 
668 Total | 
Convention with the Landgrave of Heſſe Caſſel, for gooo Men, to be Fr 


| into the Service of bis Majey and the States. 


the other half by their High and Mighty Lord» 
ſhips; on the fame foot the States General 
pay their own troops, and as ſoon as the ather 
foreign troops of other princes; and they 

not, at any time, be more than three mont 


1 . ; | 
n arrear FERMETD® 


4. The pay of thefe troop 5 
two full months before the day they ſhalt En- 
"ter upon the borders of the ſtate of the 
High and Mighty Lordſhips, or on the place 
"whither they that! be require] to come, whe- 
"ther it be tor ation, or otherwiſe ; where 
they ſhall be immediately received by the com- 
miſſaries of his Britannig Majeſty, and of 
their High and Mighty Lordſhips : and they 
ſhall take an oath of fidelity to the ſaid King, 
and to the ſaid States General. ates 
5. For what relates to the recruits of the ſaid 
60co men, they ſhall be upon the ſame fi 
as their High and Mighty Lo:dſhips treat their 
own troops: and, moreover, it ſhall be left, 
on their part, to the liberty of the ſaid 600 
men, to raiſe their tecruits where it ſhall he 
moft convenient for them, as well in the ter- 
ritories of his Highneſs, as in th6fe of their 


High and Mighty Lordſhips. 
| 6. In 
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6. In time of war, theſe 6000 men ſhall be 
money, for waggone, and other egui- 

2 their High dag. ighty Lordkips 
pay their own troops ;. in ſhort, they 
hall enjoy all the ſame e aral, 
that the faid troops af che Hen and Mighty 
Lordſhips do enjoy. 3 

7. In caſe that, after apes =; et or |, 
peace, be made, his Majeſty of 
and thar High an TY 
have a mind to ſend back the ſaid 
his ſaid Highneſs ſhall have notice of it two 
months before they begin their march, in or- 
der to their return. f 

8. In caſe, as aboveſaid, chat theſe EE 
ſent back, or recalled, bis Majefty th 
of Great Britain, and that di 
Lordſhips, ſhall ‚ 


wer + 


nets, in ca'e —— great 2 et ; 
or, if he falta ta de Ntaghts 8 
own dominions; te yo to * . d 
traopa; and * c 
mediately, — without ws rt one 
10. When his Majefty the King of Great 


tools: |: nd 


Britain, and their High” and 

ſhips, after the war is ended, n d 
the ſaid 6000 men, in that caſe, they mall 
hare one full month's pey for their return and 


them — the N 
— of 12 tben e 


more ſpan the 
wherein 

+5 182 of th eſe, . 
*the faid 6000 men, * dither | 4 
mor the faid Lords the States eneral, ba b 

for, or fl) up, thegray * ich 
Ti n be w o but ers da lie upan 
ers to infer wer for the fame to his High- 
e Landgrave. 

12. His eee further ad 3000 men 
to the faid 60D men, to ſerve together in one 
body, which he ſhall wa tain wholly at die oh. 
We dread ot 

do e cam as t 

z it belog nevertheleſs to be yoderſtogd, 
Sul,, bread, and forage, ſhall be 
E the faid 3000 men, duting tae cam- 


« | e 


$1 1 85 ſaid Highnefs ſhall he allowed, after 

mien is over, to quarter theſe 3000 men 

hiy'awo country during the winter, pro- 

RE 4 ein * her boo men. in 
I 


* 

— 
* 
. 


in 


ti 


* 
* 


on the ſame terms with the atber troops 


may likewiſe recall the ſaid 3000, 


mentioned to his 


15. The faid King, and the faid Lords, the 
*Staxes General, ſhall pay for what is abone 


Highaefs, one hundred 


_thauſand crowns, or two hundred and 


- thouſand livres (money of Hol eul 
the-four firſt yeart of — . 
men, "LEommence with this preſent ear; 
that time lo 


Aue, towards the ſupport of the c} 


be diſcounted on the two firſt years, 


17. The ſaid King, and the ſaid Lords, ti 
States General, ſhall procure the requiſitori 


letters which ſhall be neceſſary for the u 
of the ſaid troops. 


the ratifications thereof exchanged, here 
the Hague, in four weeks, or ſooner, if 
| poT ble. — 

SF money: but, in cafe bis N HY 
* nes A” we the underwritt 


18. This convention ſhall be ratified, a 


my 
22 WW % 


wht N ett and ine} te pdtiet, and ce 


— ple nipote bia rira, ol his Maeſty 
King of G n Le the Su 
| General, f54 che Lamdgrave of — 
| concluded, figned, and ſealel with ver e 


of arms, the preſent convention; that 


fay, 1 r Marlborough, t 


the. tk of Area wo- 10d we 


gi 


M 7 e 1771 


ntjaries of 
_—_ the — N 


+» = n: = 86 0 = * Ge 


93 „ 12 „ : 


4 22 


776 
14. In caſe his ſaĩd Highneſs he attacked j 
his own country, as — that he 
thinks fit to recall the (aid 6006 men, he 


and, afte 
as the war Pall laft, & 
"the Tai Mal continue in theirſer 
bat of the- fm f that is ta fay, on 
be hundred and teenty-Rxe thoyſand liz 


nenn year by way of agtici 


ich his Highneſs will be obliged tobe 
Tat preſent, there ſhall be advanced to hij f 
Highneſs, as ſoon as the ratification fill | 
exchanged, four hundred thouſand livres, 


whe Lady s the Gtatis General 
we Colnfelloes © Plenipors 


fitty 
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January 29. | 
Private buſineſs. | 


January 30. 
Decollation of Charles I. 


F a anuary Jl; 
: Private buſineſs, 7 . 

L February 1. 
No debate. 

| February 2. 
s Nothing done. 

« Adjourned to February 5. 

pa February 5. 


Private buſineſs. 
February 6. 


Not members ſufficient for a ballot, 
| February 7. 
No debate. 


Private buſineſs. 
Adjourned to February 12. 


February 12. 
Private buſineſs, 
No debate, 


February 8 and q. 


February 13. 


February 14. | 

The order of the day for taking into confideration the re- 

bt of the committee appointed laſt ſeſſion, to try the elec- 
or Shafteſbury, on the petition of Hans Wintrop Mor- 
rr, eſq. the member ſeated by their determination, was 

a. After which, Sir George Yonge, chairman of the com- sir George 
tee, ſtated the proceedings of the committee, and the Tg- 
Ks, He ſtated, that the moſt notorious bribery and cor= | 
won, and perjury, had been carried on at the laſt election 
vafteſbury ; not ſecretly, and as if aſhamed of ſuch prac- 

; but openly, and with pomp and parade, by found of 
pet, ringing of bells, public proceſſions, and other me- 

Ws of 1nviting the voters to accept the bribes, That it 
peared likewiſe to have been the practice, for many years 

&, for the voters at Shafteſbury to expect money from the 
Widates at elections, and that nothing was to be done with - 

tit, In proof of theſe facts he made ſeveral references to 
report of the committee, which was read; and havi 

relled his ſenſe of the duty he owed to himſelf as a member 
Faliament, to the commuttee of which he was appointed 

ol, III. => chairman, 


= 
| (] 
- 


Mr. Zerj. 
Adair. 


the following reſolution : 
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Chairman, and to the Houſe, he added, that he had diſcharg” 
ed his conſcience in bringing the whole of the evidence before 
the Houſe, which would antwer no purpuſe, unleſs he had the 
ſupport of the Houſe in regard to what he ſhould propoſe in 
the further proceedings upon this matter. He conchuded, by 
ſhewing the neceſſity of coming to ſome reſolutions effectuall⸗ 
to ſtop theſe ſhameful proceedings at Shafteſbury, and ty 
puniſh the delinquents ; for which purpoſe he moved, fuſt, 


Reſolved, That it appears to this Houſe, from the minutes 
of the committee appointed to try the merits of the laſt elec- 
tion at Shafteſbury, that the moſt notorious ſubornation of 
perjury had been practiſed, and the moſt wilful, corrupt per- 
jury committed, at the laſt election for Shafteſbury in Dorſet- 
ſhire. Agreed to. 

That it appears to this Houſe from the minutes of the ſame 
committee, That Francis Sykes and Thomas Rumbold, 
Eſqrs. (the late fitting members) John Good, William Ben- 
net, William Armſtrong, Matthew Merefield, and Thomas 
Hannam, were abettors, &c. | 

This motion produced a debate. Mr, Serjeant Adair, ex- 
preſſed, That it was contrary to the rules of law and equity 
to condemn perſons unheard, who had no notice or expect 
tion of ſuch a proceeding. He was followed by Mr. Demp 


Je 
ſter, much upon the ſame ground, adding, that it was takin 0 
upon the Houſe to find perſons guilty without evidence NT). 
Neither of theie gentlemen ſeemed to think the evidence rh 
from the minutes any proof of the charge againſt Sykes re 
Rumbold. The Solicitor-General urged the ſame, and (adi, 
it was a reſolution the Houſe could not come to WEB tend 
that it ought to be duly weighed and re-conlidered, 7 


Montague objected to the reſolution being general, as it bi 
not appeared to him that the evidence was equally {tron 
againſt all. Sir George Yonge agreed to divide the relolu 
tion, and take each name ſeparately ; and the debate 0 
went on upon the reſolution fingly againſt Mr. Sykes.) 
Serjeant Adair moved, That the further conſideration of 
report be put off to this day fortnight, when Mr. S. 
mould have notice to attend. Mr. Solicitor General à 
Mr. Hans Stanley ſupported Mr. Adair's motion. 
The = rey reſolution was ſupported by the Lord Mat 
(Mir. Sawbridge, ] Sir Joſeph Mawbey, and Sir Ev 
ZLKUEY 


dir Cecil Nray obſerved, that he was glad the chairman Sir Ceci# 
kad begun at the right end, viz. with the corruptors ; but "Oy 
that in the preſent caſe, he muſt ſupport the amendment, as, 
conſidering the Houſe as a grand jury, it ought to have viva 
exe evidence, and not blindly take that which was given before 
mother court, which ought not to have any other weight 
xitk; the Houſe, than as leading to an enquiry, | 
Mr. Adair's motion paſſed in the negative without a divi- 
fon ; and the queſtions being ſeverally put, with reſpect to the 
freral perſons mentioned, the reſolution againſt them all was 
oreed to. | 
dir George Yonge next moved, that the Attorney-General Sir George 
be directed by the Houſe to proſecute all the ſaid parties; Te-. 
which was likewiſe agreed to. 
Finally ; He moved for leave to bring in a bill to disfran- 
ik certain perſons to be therein named, and to incapacitate 
them from voting at elections for members to ſerve in Parlia- 
nent for the borough of Shafteſbury; which was agreed to, 
ad a committee ordered to bring in the ſame. 
| February 15. 
The right honourable T. Townſhend ſpoke fully upon the Rt. Hon. 
mrileges of the Houſe of Commons. He maintained, that T. e- 
te only true ſubſtantial meaning or idea thoſe privileges con- Med. 
refed was, that they were the indubitable right of all the 
Commons of England, who had one general intereſt in them. 
That to be ſure, 1n a more confined ſenſe, they were particu- 
ky applied firſt to that Houſe, as a deliberate body, and 
we of the branches of the legiſlature. Secondly, to the in- 
Widual members who compoſed that body. He did not in- 
kad to make them, however, the ſubje& of this day's buſi- 
us; they were but of ſecondary, nay indeed of very inferior 
miequence, when oppoſed to that great privilege, he power 
granting money, of keeping the purſe of their conſtituents 
ki from the hands of violence, art or fraud. This was a 
i of the firſt magnitude; it, in fact, included every | 
er; for ſo long as that was preſerved inviolate, the crown 
dad remain under the conſtitutional controul of Parlia- 
dent; ſo ſoon as that was wreſted by open force, defeated 
indirect means, or done away by fraud, the liberties and 
ut privileges of the people would be for ever annihilated. 
fie expatiated on the commendable, wiſe and well-founded 
auly of that Houſe whenever the leaſt attempt had been 
Pace in that way even by the other Houſe ; but when an 
Kayours were made by the crown, or its miniſterial agents, 
AE the 
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the Commons at all times caught the alarm; they had at all 
times uniformly united, as if they were actuated = one ſou! 
to refiſt any attempt of the crown to encroach upon their 
power of granting or refuſing the money to be raiſed on 
themſelves or their conſtituents. He then opened the cauſe 
which induced him to make theſe obſervations; and read 
the following papers. 


Meſſage to the Iriſh Houſe of Commons, 


ovis, Nov. 23, 1 

HARCOURT, 4 » 

I HAVE his Majeſty's command, to acquaint you, that 
the fituation of affairs, in part of his American dominions, 
is ſuch, as makes it neceſſary, for the honour and ſafety of the 
Britiſh empire, and for the ſupport of his Majefty's juſt 
rights, to deſire the concurrence of his faithful Parliament of 
Ireland, in ſending out of this kingdom, a force not exceed- 
ing four thouſand men, part of the number of troops upon 
this eſtabliſhment, appointed to remain in this kingdom, for 
its defence, and to declare to you, his Majeſty's moſt gra- 
cious intentions, that fuch part of his army as that be ſpar- 
ed out of this kingdom, to anſwer the preſent exigency of 
affairs, is not to continue a charge upon this eſtabliſhment 
ſo long as they ſhall remain aut of the kingdom. I am fur 
ther commanded to inform you, that as his Majeſty has 
nothing more at heart than the ſecurity and protection of 
his people of Ircland, it is his intention, if it be the defir 
of Parliament, to replace ſuch forces, as may be ſent out 0 
this kingdom, by an equal number of foreign Proteſtant 
troops, as ſoon as his Majeſty ſhall be enabled ſo to do. 
The charge of ſuch troops to be defrayed. without any er- 
pence to this kingdom, 


Extract from the Addreſs of Knights, Qc. to Lord Harcourt, 


THAT your excellency will be pleaſed to return hu 
Majeſty our moſt grateful thanks for his gracious declaration, 
that his Majeſty hath nothing more at heart than the ſecurity 
and protection of his people of Ireland, of which his Majl 

has given a ſignal proof, by his offer, if it ſhall be the def 
of Parliament, to replace ſuch forces as may be ſent out 0 
this kingdom, by an equal number of foreign Proteſtanl 
troops, the charge thereof to be defrayed, without any e. 
pence to this kingdom, * 


Extrat from the Votes of the Houſe of Commons of Ireland. 


AN amendment was propoſed to be made to the reſolution, 
y inſerting after the word reſolved, the following words, 
m. That having, in conſequence of his Majeſty's gra- 
cus recommendation, and of our mature confideration of 
de tate of this country, repeatedly declared our opinion, 
tat twelve thouſand men are neceſſary for the defence of 
is kingdom; being ſenſible that it would be a violation of 
te truſt repoſed in us, ſhould we have ſubjected our conſti- 
tients to a very heavy expence, in times of perfect tranqui- 
ltr, for the purpoſe of providing a force, which we are to 
un with in the times of danger; and being convinced, that 
me the time at which we firſt declared twelve thouſand 
pen to be neceſſary, the probability of a war has increaſed, 
ad not diminiſhed,” 


Brit Honourable Afr. Speaker's Speech to his Excellency Simon 
| Earl of Harcourt. 


Lune, 25 Die Decembris, 1775. 


May it pleaſe your Excellency. 
THE conduct of the Commons, in the courſe of this 
ſion, has marked more ſtrongly, if poſſible, than in any 
mer period, their loyalty, duty and affection to his Ma- 
telly, and their zeal for the intereſt and honour of Great- 
main, At the hazard of their own ſafety they have con- 
ard to part with one third of the forces deemed neceſſary to 
& maintained at all times within this kingdom for its defence 
bz ſeaſon when powerful reaſons exiſted for retaining them. 
ithout putting Great-Britain to the expence of replacing 
em, though generouſly offered; and they have chearfully 
ted to his Majeſty a very conſiderable ſupply, in addition 
d all former duties, though the liberality of the laſt ſeſſion 
med only to expoſe the weakneſs of their reſources. This 
Ipottion in the Commons they doubt not your Excellency 
improve to their advantage, and they truſt that through 
ur Excellency's favorable repreſentation, it will ſerve to 
ite Ureat- Britain and Ireland in till cloſer bonds of mutual 
Eton, ſo neceſſary to the ſecurity and propriety of both, 
ry acknowledge with gratitude your Excellency's generous 
FG to open to them new ſources of commerce, and to re- 
de dome reſtraints upon the old; they ſee with joy a beam 
git break through that dark cloud which has ſo long 
Tacowed this nation; and they are animated with the 


hope 
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hope that the honour is reſerved for your Excellency' ad- 
miniſtration, of eſtabliſhing this important truth, that nothine 
will contribute more to augment the ftrength and wealth of 
Great-Britain, than the increaſe of both in this kingdom,” 

Having read theſe papers, he faid, the meſſage contained 
two propottions, by both which the Parliament 65 Gren 
Britain were pledged to the Parliament of Ireland, if j 
ſhould accept the conditions held forth by this meſſage, t 
pay for the troops to be ſent to America, and to re- 
place them with 4000 foreign proteſtants ; and furthe 
to induce the Iriſh nation to accept of this infidious 
bargain, ſhe was to have 12,000 men within the Kingdom, 
and at the ſame time to be relieved of a burthen of 80,000] 
per annum. Such a propoſition could only have originated 
in the worſt defigns, or. muſt have been the effect of the 
moſt conſummate folly. For what was the whole meaſure 
taken together? The miniſter on this or the other fide of 
the water, no matter which, makes the King engage hi 
royal word, that the expence ſhall be borne by the Parlia 
ment of Great Britain; but adding folly to temerity, make 
him promiſe, that Great Britain ſhall pay for 8000 men 
though if the bargain was accepted, ſhe would actually hare 
but 4000 men in her ſervice. After thus ſtating, in his opi 
nion, the meaning of the words, he proceeded to ſhew, tha 
they were received in this ſenſe by the Iriſh Parliamen 
though neither of the offers were received in the terms pro 
poled, and quoted the Speaker's ſpeech, delivered at the ba 
of the Houſe of Lords, on the 25th of December, 1775 
in which he offers, in the name of the Commons, to ſen 
the 4000 natives out of the kingdom, without putting Gre: 
Britain to the expence of replacing them, though gene 
rouſly offered. Hle then ſtated the complaint in the fol 
lowing words: „That the carl of Harcourt, Lord Lie 
tenant-general, and general-governor of Ireland, did, on d 
23d day of November laſt, in breach of the privileg 
and in derogation of the honour and authority of this Houl 
ſend a written meſſage to the Houſe of Commons of f 
Parliament of Ireland, ſigned with his own hand, to the 
mg effect.“ ¶ Here he recited the meſſage in page 314K 
moved, that a committee be appointed to enquire into U 
matter of the ſaid complaint, and to report the ſame, & 


ihall appear to them, to the Houte. 


Sir George Jonge ſeconded the motion, [ 
2 


1b. nr 


e motion, had been laviſh of his encomiums on Ireland, 
u did not offer a ſyllable in behalf of poor Britain. Ire- 
Lid retained a proper ſenſe of freedom; ihe would not ad- 
nit foreigners, even with the conſent of Parliament; her 
nciples were found, her manners were pure; her countels 
e uncontaminated ; while poor degenerate Britain was 
len from her former greatneſs, and was ſunk into the 
bmeſt extreme of corruption, folly, and want of ſpirit ; 
& while he was proud to hear his country ſo highly ex- 
killed, he could not help lamenting that fallen Britain had 
wot one friend to ſtand forth in her defence. His Lordſhip 
ming continued his vein of irony and humour for a while, 
mmented upon the two propoſitions, The offer of ſending 
kceioners and of defraying the expence ſignified nothing, 
v ſuch offer or promiſe was intended; it was all the 
e reveries of a gentleman, whom, for the familiarity of 
prefion, he would call by the name of Mr. Edmund 
ton Perry. He knew Mr. Edmund Sexton Perry very 
Rl, and he knew him to be a good fort of a conſiderate, 
zeſt, ſenſible man; but, however ſenſible Mr. Perry might 
*) the Houſe was not bound by his interpretations. The 
mourable mover ſays, that Mr. Perry went to the bar of 
e Houſe of Lords, and delivered a certain ſpeech, and that 
e Lord Lieutenant acquieſced in that interpretation of the 
ellage, becauſe he did not contradict it. Would he have 


75 nd Harcourt rife and come to Mr. Perry to the bar, and 
W= patradict him, by telling him he never meant any ſuch 


Wng? I dare ſay he would hardly be ſo unreaſonable. I 
we indeed heard it aflerted by ſome of my countrymen, 
ut they fpoke better Englith than the people of this coun- 
Y. It may be fo, but it is the firſt time I ever heard it 
ered, that they underſtand it better. I preſume that Mr. 
ferry thought he underſtood the meſſage; but I will not 


NU 

e b that either Lord Harcourt, or this Houſe, are bound 
ou? bide by his interpretation; neither can I be perſuaded 
che Houſe of Commons of Ireland are any more 
nd than we are by his conceptions. For what does the 


ole amount to? Mr. Perry, in his individual capacity, 
Ws io and ſo. What is that to the Houſe of Commons? 
is ſpeaker it is true, but what he does out of the Houſe 
Fen he is not inſtructed, is no mort the act of that Houſe, 
u if it had been done by any other perſon. | 8 

8 * 


Lord Clare ſaid, the right honourable gentleman who made Lord Cite. 


Mr. cy. Mr. Conolly replied to his lordſhip, that he was an Triſh 
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man as well as the noble lord, and as Ireland was to he the 
ſabje& of that day, in the cocking phraſe, he was ready to 
pit himſelf againſt him. He then obſerved, that he was not 
{ſurpriſed that the noble Lord was in ſuch extreme good hy. 
mour with miniſters on both fides of the water, as fit lord- 
ſhip, and three others, who enjoyed ſinecure employments 
had a preſent made them in one day of 14,0001, (meaning the 
arrangement of the vice-treaſurers, and the clerk of the 
pells) and left a poſſibility ſhould ariſe of any defalcation 
of their ſalaries, Parliament was ſo good-humoured, while 
they increaſed the ſalary, to take upon themſelves to pro. 
vide payment out of the public purſe for deputies, who 
were to do the duty. It was therefore no wonder that his 
lordſhip and his colleagues ſhould be merry, while Ireland 
continued to be ſad, to fee the ſalaries of inecure places 
raiſed, while ſhe was mortgaging her funds, laying on 
new duties, and providing for Aefiencies of grants, He 
gave a picture of Ireland; an exhauſted treatury, ruined 
trade, ſtarving manufacturers, accumulating penſions, new 
created places, ſtate oppreſſions, daily executions, a ruined, 
—— army, encreaſing debts, caſtle jobbs, bands of 
lawleſs ruffians in defiance of law, and beyond the power o 
puniſhment, in ſhort, every public evil and private miſchief 
that ever was on earth to curſe and debaſe mankind, He 
did not ariſe to the queſtion ſimply ſtated, whether th 
meſſage was really a breach of the privileges of the Com 
mons of England, but principally, he ſaid, to give an ac 
count of what pailed in the Iriſh Houſe of Commons, when 
Sir John Blaquire brought the meſſage from the Lord Lie 
tenant, That Houſe refuſed the offer, he ſaid, upon tw. 
principles; firſt, becauſe they thought the introduction of 
foreign troops an unconſtitutional and dangerous meaſure 
and, ſecondly, becauſe it was thought that the miniſtry had 
no mind that they ſhould have them, for Sir John himſel 
voted againſt them, He ſaid, Ireland was quite defencelel 
that the 12,000 nominal men were only - 10,800, out 0 
which 4000 were to be ſent away; that the White-boys wen 
governors of all the ſouth of Ireland, where four-fifths0 
the people were Catholics ; that no private gentleman cou 
be ſure of his life, fitting there in his own houſe, for om 
half hour; that more troops were really wanting, inſtead" 
taking thoſe away they had already; that men had theire! 


ſawn off, and others were buried alive, to the-difgract ( 
J governs 
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ment, that could not or would not protect the people; 
it the peaſantry were in ſuch a ſtate of poverty, that no 
xrolution or change of ſituation could poſſibly be to them 
fr the worſe. | 
Right hon. Welbore Ellis ſaid the meaning of the meſſage Rt. Hon. 
ud been miſtaken ; that taking the expreſſions in any light, = * Bs 
0 breach of — could be deduced from them, He re- 
alled to the remembrance of the Houſe, that in 1769, when 
te Iriſh eſtabliſnment was raiſed from 12,000 to 15,000 
nen, his Majeſty paſſed a royal perſonal promiſe to the Iriſh 
Parliament, that there ſhould never be leſs than 12,000 men 
in Ireland, except in caſe of actual invaſion or rebellion in 
Great Britain. Now, the Earl of Harcourt's meſſage, he 
wntended, had reference to this promiſe, as the preſent want 
of was not within thoſe exceptions, it certainly was 
bis Majeſty's firſt buſineſs to be abſolved from that promiſe, 
by the parties to whom it was made : but if he applied 
firſt to the Commons of Great Britain, it muſt have been | 
for their approbation of a meaſure in dire& breach of his pro- 
nie to Ireland. He compared it to the King's propoſing 
military eſtabliſhments to the Houſe; the King does the 
whole by his prerogative, and leaves nothing to the Houſe of 
Commons but to vote the money. Is not this engaging for 
the conſent of Parliament ? Yet all the world knows that the 
Houſe may object to them, and conſequently that they cannot 
de effective without their conſent, 15 
Mr. Gordon thought the firſt part of the meſſage was agree - Mr. Coſmo 
ile to the ſenſe now put on it by the honourable- gentleman Ce. 
wo ſpoke laſt : but the other part ſeemed a little obſcure at 
int ght; yet it might be concluded, that as a meafure of 
ernment, it could never be in the idea of the miniſter 
to make ſuch an attempt, in expreſs contradiQton to the diſ- 
tending act of King Witliam. It was, in his opinion, a fair 
ference to ſay, that the expreffion © enabled ſo to do," 
(cant, the previous conſent of the Britiſh Parliament. If 
* thought adminiſtration had any other intention in view, 
man would be more ready to join in a vote of diſappro- 
= — cenſure, He condemned the _—_ tort 
, reſpecting the indemnity bill, and diſapproved of in- 
toducing reis ers into the domfaiens f Great Britain, 
Mthout the conſent of Parliament. © 
M « Powys had little doubt that the meſſage under conſide - Mr. Powys, 
don meant more than it * and was intended as an ü 


iment to try if the Ir 3 would conſent to 
u receive 
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dleton, 


Mr. Dun- 


power, could promiſe in terms more clear, poſitive, or ine 


_ .. quivocal, than thoſe in which this part of the meſſage . 


been adopted, both with equal bad ſucceſs. One of thoſe » 


bd 


being conſcious that it was but a random aſſertion, ende 
_ voured to explain it, by ſaying that the affair was conduct 


It was well known, that the King when treating with . 
reigners, repreſented the ſtate, which could never mg 


3 might be afterwards employed to other purpoſes, 
Lord Mj- , 
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receive ſoreign troops, in order to eſtabliſh a precedent whict 


ord Midleton ſaid, he had a fortune in both kingdor 
but had no predilection for either in a political light, becauſ 
he looked upon their intereſts to be mutual; but whateye 
other gentlemen might think of the meſſage, of the true im 
port of which it was impoffible there could be a ſecond opt 
nion, he had not a doubt but it aimed at one fixed object 
that was, to habituate both countries to certain notions whic 
muſt in the end reduce the Parliament of each to be the me 
inſtrumental agents of the crown, without the leaſt degree 0 
will or independence whatever. It was a ſcheme, howey 
deep, formed nevertheleſs on very ſimple principles, ar 
went direQly to veſt in the crown the virtual power of taxing 
as opportunity might ſerve, both Great Britain and Ireland 
In Ireland the miniſter was taught to aſk ſome favour ; the 
England was to be pledged. In England again, when circum 
ſtances recurred, or made impracticable, Ireland was to b 
taxed, in order to maintain the ſupremacy of the Brit 
legiſlature. | 
Mr. Dunning divided the meſſage into two parts. On th 
firſt he obſerved, that it contained no condition implied or ex 
preſſed, It was his Majeſty's intention as immediately pre 
ceeding from his own mind, declared in the moſt poſitiye tem 
the Engliſh language is capable of conveying. It was a com 
lete undertaking on his part to pay for the 4000 men, if tl 
Fi Houſe of — ſhould chuſe to content or accept « 
the terms. It was impoſſible in the nature of things, tl 
any man poſſeſſed of any thing he could properly call his on 
or binding himſelf to the execution of any ad within! 


conceived. To get clear of this, he ſaid, two modes b 


a naked contradiction to the obvious ſenſe of the words; bi 
ſuch an unſupported denial was abandoned in the very initat 
it was urged ; for the.noble Lord [Lord Clare the bg 
nourable gentleman [Mr. Ellis] who aſſerted at randon 


preciſely in a manner of a ſubſidiary treaty, This he: f 
— for no argument was better than-a baja 
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when treating with one part of his ſubjects, and engaging for 
nother; beſides the conſequences, had the offer been ac- 
epted by the Iriſh Parliament, would have clearly ſhewn the 
iference, and eſtabliſhed the diſtinction beyond all queſtion. 
The troops, if the ſeaſon of the year had permitted, might 
now in America; the foreigners might be landed in Ire- 
aud: Great Britain was pledged ; the cauſe in which the 
were to be employed, and the neceſſary arrangements 
which the meaſure was to be brought about, is a favourite 
me; ſo that the whole buſineſs might be effected by his 
Kjeſty's bare intention, as completely without, as with the 
anſent of the Britiſh Parliament, The ſecond part of the 
nefſage, he inſiſted, was clear and explicit. The offer was 
p replace the 4000 troops, by an equal number of foreign 
Foteſtants, if it be the deſire of Parliament.” Here again 
ms clear intention, and offer expreſſed, with the condition 
unexed, that was, if it be the deſire,” &c. By every 
nie of legal conſtruction or common ſenſe, if there be an 
wdertaking accompanied by a condition, if the condition 
te accepted by the party to whom it is propoſed, the bargain 
tom that inſtant complete, and mutually binding on both 
ies. If then the propoſition was a poſitive one, and 
thad been accepted, it only remained to diſcoyer whether or 
wt it was the — of Great Britain, whoſe word was 
bus pledged without being conſulted. This, he preſumed, 
mould require very little proof. No man would ſay that 
Hanover was to bear the burden. He could leſs think that 
uy of his Majeſty's new allies were to do ſo, however zea- 
ms they might be for chaſtiſing his rebellious: ſubjects in 
America, e civil liſt, he ſuſpected, was till leſs equal to 
ord ſo heavy a diſburſement. Where then could the ne- 
phages of paying ſo large a body of men be obtained, 
it from the Briti Parliament 7 By what. had fallen in 
ate, as well as general declarations made at the time this 
was firſt mentioned, he underſtood this famous meſ- 

Wi: had been di/avowed by the miniſter, and his friends or 
Ws fide of the water, He preſumed the miniſter on the othe 
did not venture to do it intirely on his own judgment. 
This excited his curiofity to know where it originated. It 
mild be a ſufficient anſwer, if the miniſter — here or 
A lreland owned it. If neither did, but the advice came 
another quarter, he ſhould be glad to know, becauſe in 

K an event more particularly, it would be the duty, as it 


WS 4 . ought 


Lord North. Lord North gave a long narrative of the increaſe of the eſta. 
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ought to be the wiſh of this Houſe, to fift the matter to the 
bottom, in order to come at the real author or authors, 


bliſhment, which took place in Ireland in 1769, and of 
his Majeſty's iſe to his Iriſh Parliament, that 12,00, 
men ſhould always remain within that kingdom, except in 
the event of a rebellion in this. He ſaid, the royal promiſe, 
—_— binding on his Majeſty, was not law, therefore fend 
ing the troops out of the m, to the amount of any num 
ber, was perſectly legal.* His Lordſhip faid he would not 
anſwer the general queſtion put to him by the laſt honourable 
gentleman ; not chuſing to gratify mere curioſity, at the ex 
— of betraying the ſecrets of the cabinet, He avowed the 

ving co- operated with the reſt of the King's ſervants, in giy 
ing ral inſtructions; but would not charge his memor 
with having any immediate hand in drawing up the particula 
letter or Paper, on which the preſent meaſure was ſuppoſed te 
be taken. He ſaid, he thought it was perfectly juſtifiable, and 
was willing to ſhare in the conſequences, Vet he could not ſe 
how it was fair in argument to charge adminiſtration here wid 
ſpecific meaſures taken in Ireland; nor could he conceive 
either poſitively or by implication, that he or his colleagt 
in office were bound in any manner by what paſſed in anothe 


* * 
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* This ſeems to want explantion. The queſtion was not ſing 
whether the removal was legal, but whether promiſe or engagemen 
that Great Britain ſhould pay fot the troops, was not illegal ?—It1 
not improper to add, that the Parliament held at Dublin, in u 
year 1769, in the adminiftration of Lord Towaſhend, paſſed a 
act, entitled An act for granting to his Majeſty an addition 
duty on beer, ale, ſtrong waters, wine, tobacco, hides, and oth 
goods, &c. &c.” in which it is expreflly declared, That a p 
of theſe duties is granted, and ſhall be appropriated for the pay 
ment and maintenance of 15,046 effective men, commiſſion at 
non-commiſlion officers included; and further recites, © in ordert 
enable your Majeſty to carry into execution your Majeſty's | 
cious intentions and determined reſolutions, ſignified to us by 
excellency the late Lord Lieutenant, by your Majeſty's command/t 
beep <vithin this kingdom, for the neceſſary defence of the ſame, 12,09 
effective men, commiſfion and non-commiſſion officers included, 
all times, unleſs in caſes of invaſion or rebellion in Great-Bria 
and to defray the other neceſſary expences of your Majeſty's got 
ment, we do moſt humbly beſeech your Majeſty, that it mf! 
enaRted, and be it therefore na by the authority alem 
ce. &c. . 
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wodom. To ſome allufions made by Mr. Dunning and 
Mr. Gordon, relative to the Hanoverians being ſent to Gib- 
altar and Minorca, and the fate of the indemnity bill, he 
plied, he thought the meaſure perfectly legal, and was rea- 
to meet his adverſaries on that ground whenever they 
bought fit. He gave a hiſtory of the indemnity bill, and 
n 2 humorous way, proved that it was thrown. out by 
noble Marquis Rockingham) in the other Houſe, If 
foreign troops was an improper meaſure,” the miniſter in Ire- 
ind acted perfectly right, for he declined to ſupport it; and 
fniſhed with obſervations on the German reſources, and the 
porerty of the civil Iſt, | —_— 


ſhip had been little acquainted with public buſineſs, till his 
kte appointment; therefore, if it was his on meaſure, he: 
mas much the more excuſable ; but he believed it was not. 
However, if it was not, as the Friſh nation had been too 
niſe and too ſpirited to accept of one part of the propoſal ; 
tad as miniſters, whatever they might affect to the contrary, 
kad not dared to ſend a ſingle man out of Ireland, on ſuch an 
mthority, the matter hardly deſerved the time and attention 
one gentlemen ſeemed willing to beſtow on it. The people 
Ireland had already done half the buſineſs, by refuſing the 
fer; the miniſtry had in fact done the other half, from 
beir own fear; ſo that on the whole, he did nat deſire to 
kad the matter to a committee, but wiſhed to come to ſome 
&cfve reſolution, which would condemn the whole tranſac- 
wn, without any particular referrence or applieation to thoſe 
Mo might be ſuppoſed to have firſt planned, or endeavoured 
V carry it into execution. 22 2 


t de ſuppoſed to be ſtrictly anſwerable for its contents. He 
ud, that Lord Harcourt might have miſtaken, or exceeded 
Ws inſtructions. He did not know he did, or ke might have 
Mveyed his meaning in the cleareſt terms; but yet, whe- 
er he did, or did not, the firſt part of the meſſage onty pro- 
led a matter to the confideration of the Trifls Vartiamont) 
early and legally within the conſtitutional exerciſe of the 
Bu power, If his Majeſty had not given his royal pro 
le to keep 12,000 men within the kingdom, ke might have 
were the whole, or any part of the troops on that iſh- 
"it, to any part of the Britiſh dominions he pleaſed, with- 


out, 


Lord John Cavendiſh roſe to give his atteſtation of the per- Lord Jobs 
bun worth of Lord Harcourt, He obſerved; that his Lord - 


Lord George Germain contended, that whatever might have Lord C 
ken the ſenſe of the meſſage, his Majeſty's ſervants could Cen. 
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out applying to the Parliament of either kingdom. He faid 
he had heard a great deal of what paſſed in debate in the Houſe 
of Commons of Ireland, but he could not perceive what direct 
relation it bore to what was now under 'conſiderztion. The 
efficient miniſter, as he was called, was likewiſe much ſpoken 
of. Sir John Blaquiere ſaid this, and Sir John Blaquiere 
ſaid that; but for his part, what Sir John Blaquiere ſaid one 
way or the other, was of no great conſequence. - He knew a 
Sir John Blaquiere, and had been in converſation with him, WY 
but in what way what he ſaid could be made a ground of 
cenſure on a Britiſh miniſtry, was more than he could recon- WF 
cile to the relation they really ſtood in to each other; if they . 
ſtood in any. He confeſſed the meaſure of paying for 8000 ' 
men, when we were to have the ſervice of but 4000, was WW 
extremely unceconomical, and he thought very improper ; 
yet if 4000 men could be had upon no better terms, and that Wt 
it was ſuppofed it might be more proper to ſend natives than WW / 
foreigners to America, the meaſure on that account, and that 
alone, might be defended. | | | y 
Lord Irnham. As I am juſt return'd from Ireland, where WW 
I have attended cloſely to the proceedings of that Parliament, WW 
it may be expected from me to ſay ſomething on the preſent u 
on. I ſhall therefore endeavour - to ſhew the Houſe, Wy 
whether the honourable gentleman now in my eye, M. d 
Conolly] and a member of that Parliament, as well as of this, n 
has given you a true account of the conduct of government 
there, relative to the matter now before you; or whether u 
the entation of it by the gentlemen who oppoſe theſe: 
I nourable member's motion ought moſt to be relied 
on. The doubt to be cleared up is, what was really tie k. 
meaning of government there in the meſſage ſent to both 
Houſes of Parliament? The words of the meſſage have bet 
already read to you, and it has been very ingeniouſſy, thoug 
ſomewhat variouſly explained, by the, gentlemen of the trea 
-bench : but the lord lieutenant's ſecretary (who 3 
noble Lord on that bench, and other gentlemen who hear m 
and as well as his Lordſhip have held that office, well kno 
is always conſidered as the minifter in the Iriſh Houle d 
Commons) clearly expreſſed and interpreted the meaning* 
it; which was, that the Iriſh Parliament ſhould conſent 
the introducing into that country 4000 foreign proteſt 
Heffians and Brunſwickers, to be poet by Great Britain; 
conſideration of which, they ſhould aſſure his Majeiy 9 
their readineſs to ſpare 4000 men of the troops on the 2 


% 
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bliſhment-for the ſervice in America, to be likewiſe paid 
u Great Britain; and it was expatiated upon by bim and all 
thoſe who ſpoke on the fide of government, how advan- 

us ſuch an offer muſt be, which provided equally for the 
kfety of Ireland, as if their own troops had remained in it, 
ind would moreover bring 80,000 pounds of Enghſh money 
to that kingom. The ſpeech was anſwered by addreſſes 
from both — of the Lords immediately to the 
ling; that of the Commons to the Lord Lieutenant; in 
wbſtance the ſame, as returning thanks for the offer, but 
xrfuſing the introduction of the foreign troops; proving 
tut they choſe to defend their country, even in its preſent 
arious fituation, by the exertion of their own efforts, ra- 
ther than to adopt ſo unconſtitutional and dangerous a mea- 
fue; which ſentiment of theirs certainly did them honour : 
but at the ſame time they conſented by addreſs, to ſend to 
America the 4000 additional troops requeſted of them; both 
Houſes underſtanding, however, (as it is well known) that 
u act ſhould be paſſed to legalize the terms of the ſaid ad- 
res, as the crown had precluded itſelf by act of Parliament 
fromthe power of ſending more than about 3100 men out of 
tht kingdom, which number it had already exceeded. A bill 
rs accordingly brought in, wherein were inſerted two 
cauſes calculated to effect that purpoſe 3 but to the aſtoniſh- 
nent of the public, thoſe clauſes were thrown out in Eng- 
nent land: and an act was again paſſed, barring the crown from 


there power of ſending any more troops abroad than would 
there 12,000 men on that eſtabliſhment for the defence of 
= Ireland, and conſequently the effect of the addreſſes of both 


ouſes was thereby deſtroyed, whilſt at that very time go- 
emment declared its reſolution to ſend thoſe 4000 men to 
America, in conformity to the addreſſes of both Houſes, and 


ovgnenified, that they did not confider the crown as bound by 
tree att to which the royal aſſent has juſt been given, to keep 
| 3 o men in that kingdom, under pretence of its not being 
rm 


the enacling part, though in the preamble of the act: but 
ever reads it, will find that compact not only in the pre- 
able, but alſo ſo ſtrictly tied to that part of the act which 
| pants the ſubſidy, (being about 450, ooo pounds) that if the 
cnt own is not bound —5 above two-thirds of the conceſ- 
os from the crown to the ſubje& by act of Parliament ſince 
dna charta, will fall to the ground, and the crown has for- 
ted its right to thoſe ſubſidies. I remember upon this being 
eg at by ſome members of the Iriſh Parliament, too ſan- 


guine 
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guine for government, the law ſervants of the crown 

the — abilities) avoided ftanding on that . 4 

tothe preſent lord lieutenant of Ireland, of whom many hand 

ſome things have been ſaid by gentlemen on both ſides of th 

Houſe z thoſe qualities mentioned, are, I apprehend, rej 

tive only to his private character, which merely as ſuch hag 

I think, good ingredients in it: but we don't fit here to gif 

cuſs private characters; his miniſterial and public one is wha 

we are to confider, and I will ſpeak out---the talents and 

abilities of that miniſter of the crown, are by no means equ; 

to his ſtation. Two millions and a half of people is a cru 

too great weight for him to ſuſtain; and he has ſufficient! 

avowed his incapacity to govern them, by delegating all h 

er to his ſecretary. To conclude, the meaſures purſuin 

there, being illegal, muſt diſpleaſe the beſt and ſoundeſt pa 

of his Majeſty's ſubjects; and though for certain purpoſes th 

miniftry have this day ſpoken very advantageouſly of Ireland 

ſhould they go on in acting as they do, they will meet wi 

the united efforts of that country in oppoſition to their at 

tempts; and then, inſtead of panegyric, they will call o 

to this Houſe for reſtra:nmg and incapacitating bills, to punil 

that kingdom as they have done America. Let me therefo 
recommend to the noble Lord now at the helm, to atter 

- whilſt it is time to that alarmed part of his Majeſty's me 
affectionate ſubjects, and to forgive me if I heartily intre 

him to apply his utmoſt care to rectify the errors of goven 

ment in that kingdom. In the preſent caſe now before u 

the conduct of adminiſtration, relative to the meſſage fro 

Lord Harcourt to the Iriſh Parliament, has been unconſtit 

tional and highly blameable. I am therefore to thank tl 

right hono gentleman for the motion, and to expr 

hearty: concurrence m it. 

Mr. Fox. "Mr. Far obſerved, as the adminiſtrations of both kin 

- dotns were totally unconnefted, fo was every individual Wi 
compoſed them. No two of the confidential ſervants of i 
crown who# ſpoke, agreed in a fingle ſentiment. Some 
towed the meſſage to import what was ſtated in the ch 
plaint; others acceded to a part, while a third was ſo mol 
as to comtend, in defianee-of e rule of rational and 
vious conſtruction, that the — * meant the reverſe 
what, in the very face of it, it manifeſtly intended: bil 
this di of opinion, there was one thing too cm 
_ to- paſs unnpticed, that was the la uſed by d 
three members of adminiſtration, which was deſcribing! 


1.1716. DE BAT: £8 
Wniſter of the Houſe of Commons in Ireland, and the 
dealer, under the undefined terms of 'one Edmund Sexton 
wh and one Sir John Blaquiere. 21 


yorth attending to; and that the preamble to an Iriſh act 
uliament did not bind the Parliament of Great Britain. 


de blame upon the miniſters in Ireland. 


« Ireland, fince the appointment of the preſent Lord Lieu- 
tant ; obſerving, that no better proof could be given of 
t than that it was attended with uncommon ſucceſs. 


tat kingdom ſhould be attended with ſucceſs, when'265,o001. 
ad been raiſed on a ruined impoveriſhed country. | Here 
ke was proceeding to ſhew how unable the Iriſh-were to bear 
ach a burden; and to give a detail of the penſions that had 
been lately granted, the places that had been newly created, 
ad the various means that had been employed to influence 
corrupt the repreſentatives of the people, when he was 
hiterrupted by Lord North, as applying to matters not at all 
ſeating to tlie ſubject of the preſent debate. 


ation was perfectly within order; that it grew directly out 
the ſubject of debate; and that if his Lordſhip appealed to 
be ſucceſs of adminiſtration in Ireland, as a proof of the 
dom or mildneſs of the government there, it was no leſs 
ur in argument, than conſonant to order, to ſhew the true 
uſes of this boaſted ſucceſs. | Here the altercation was put 
end to, by the queſtion being called for.] The queſ- 
bn was put on Mr. Townſhend's motion for a commit- 
e. The Houſe divided ; for the motion 106, againſt it 224. 
A motion was made, and the queſtion being put, that the 
(tes of the Houſe of Commons of Ireland, printed by the 
wer of the Speaker of that Houſe, of the dates of the 22d, 
wi, and 29th of November, and the 25th of December laſt, 
i be delivered in at the table and read; it paſſed in the ne- 
ſive, 1 | 


| 2 
A motion was made, and the queſtion being propoſed, that 


re 1s highly derogatory to the honour, and a violent breach of 
but e Privileges, of this Houſe, and a dangerous infringement of 


le conſtitution, for any perſon whatever to preſume to pledge 
| 01 l royal word to the Houſe of Commons of the Par- 
Vor. III. FEA 5c; lament 


fr. Attorney General ſaid, the motion was a party ſquib, — — 


Governor Jobnſtone ſaid, the miniſters here throw all the . Job- 


Lord North, gave a great encomium on the adminiſtration 14. North, 


Mr. Conolly obſerved, it was no wonder the government of Mr. caaiy. 


Mr. Fox inſiſted, that the matter ſtated by his honourable Mr, Fes. 


Mr. Fex. 


out the conſent of this Houſe ; or for any 2 to preſun 
a 
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liament af Ireland, That an W ' of * dacht upon 
eſtabliſhment of that kingdom being * out « 
that kingdom, become a charge . — Britain,“ witl 


to offer to the Houſe of Commons of the am of Ine 
land, without the conſent of this Houſe, „That fuch n 
tional troops, fo ſent out of Ireland, ſhall be replaced by ft 
reign troops, at the expence of Great Britain ;” and the que 
tion being put, that the queſtion be now put, it PP in d 


negatire. 8 


February 16. 
Not a ſufficient number of members for a ballot. 
| February 17. 
Nothing done. Adjourned to the 19th. | 
February 19. | 
No dehate. 
February 20. | 


Mr. Fax ſaid, he ſhould not treſpaſs on the patience a 
good ſenſe of the Houſe, in recapitulating the cauſe of i 
preſent unhapp diſputes with America. "He ſhould not & 
velope that ſyſtem, whence the meaſures now c 
were ſuppoſed to originate, He ſhould forbear to — 
upon à f ſtein, that in its principles, complexion, ar 
every conſtituent part, gave the fulleſt and moſt inequiyoe 
proofs that its ultimate deſign was the total deſtruction of 
conftitution of this free form * verument. Theſe we 
— that might be diſput People who had, or pe 

haps had not the beſt = — Si the abilities of thoſe 
ps, might have a confidence that they intended nothu 

l. ers, though they diſapproved of their general ca 
duct, might either think them the dupes of thear ſecret 6 
porters; and even ſuch as thought the moſt indifferent 
them would be diſpoſed to look upon them rather as too 
than artaign them as principals in ſo unnatural and hornd 
confpiracy againſt the 2 — of their country But 
might be the ſecret * of a junto, or the venal alaci 
of the deſpicable cyphers — 2 yed to effect their tia 
terous 1 * he ſaid, to be no part of the fubp 

He did not adds teaze or ini 

ON 2 Alle bmi, with Kata et 
deductions or lative e 

— . wiſhed tod | 
their attentiom to certain well known, indiſ und 
xrovertable facts. His propoſed enquiry w not be d 1 


— 


Ty 
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0 aſcertain” the rights of Great-Britain, or the ſubordinate 
uims of America, to explain the conſtitutional connexion 
ktween taxation and repreſentation ; what was rebellion, or 
what legal reſiſtance ; whether all America ought to have 
deen puniſhed and proſcribed for the intemperate zeal or diſ- 
thedience of a Boſton mob. He did not even mean to diſpute 
i controvert the expediency ; nor in ſhort, a ſingle mini- 
ſerial ground, on which the preſent meaſures reſpecti 

America were taken up, purſued, and defended. Thot 
ere all, for this day at leaſt, to be abſolutely laid aſide. 
For argument ſake he would allow, that adminiſtration had 
hed perfectly right; but while he granted this, he would 
nie up the matter from the very inſtant adminiſtration had 
greed upon a plan of coercion. This æra he fixed at the 
tme the — iſter firſt propoſed certain reſolutions to the 
Houſe in February 1774, as a ground of complaint, and 
flowed. it with the famous Boſton port-bill. He then 


mtered into an hiſtorical detail of the means employed to 
ot d um this plan of coercion into effect, in which he painted 
13 Ul in the ſtro colours, and held to. view in the moſt ftrik- 


ue lights, fuch a ſcene of folly in the cabinet, ſervile ac- 
queſcence in Parliament, and miſconduct and 2 in 
alice and the field, as never before, he faid, diſgraced this 
lation, or indeed any other. He added, that our minifters 
minted bath wiſdom and integrity, our Parliaments public 
ut and diſcernment z. and that our commanders by ſea and 
jad, were either deficient in abilities, or which was the moſt 
wbable, had ated under orders that prevented them from 
b the great objects of their command. No man could 
by but there had been miſinanagement and miſconduct ſome- 
Mere. It was the chief object of his intended motion, to gain 


d ſuch an enquiry. The individuals on whom the obloqu 


W1 old the information neceſſary to their juſtification, 
ould be an infult to the nation, as well as an act of private 
uſtice, - None but the guilty could wiſh to evade it. No 


"is honour a fingle minute, if he was to be 

ader public diſgrace, in order to ſhield, protect, or palliate 
blunders and incapacity of others. If the miniſters, hz 

aned with wiſdom, and proportioned i force to the fer- 

: if the great officers in the ſeveral efficient pte 

X 2 


lat ſpecies of information, which might be the means of - 
overing the true cauſes of both. Public juſtice demand- 


Fed, were entitled to be heard in their own. defence, TO 


Kan un ſoldier or ſailor, be his rank ever ſo vight were 
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- _ "had done all that depended on them, wy and faithfully 
then it was plain, that the whole of the miſcarriages that have 
happened may be deſervedly imputed to our naval and mili 
tary commanders. If, on the other hand, the latter acquitted 
themſelves according to their inſtructions, and carried o 
their operations in proportion to the force, it was no lest 
plain, that the cauſe of all the diſgraces the Britiſh arms have 
ſuffered, aroſe from ignorance in thoſe who planned, and in 
eapacity and want of integrity in thoſe to whom the carrying 
them into execution was in the firſt inſtance entruſted, - He 
then recapitulated a great many circumſtances to prove hi 
general allegations, and entered into the conduct of admi 
niſtration reſpecting Canada, and repeated ſeveral argument 
uſed at the time of the paſting of the Quebec act, predidt 
ing what has fince literally happened. He concluded by mak 
ing the following motion : | 
at it be referred to a committee, to enquire into the 
cauſes of the ill ſucceſs of his Majeſty's arms in Nada 
rica, as alſo into the cauſes of the defection of the people o 
the province of Quebec. ' 
Lord Ofery. Lord Offery ſeconded the motion, and ſaid, he could ne 
| perceive how any member in that Houſe, who was uncon 
neCted with the miniftry, and at the fame time wiſhed fuc 
ceſs to the American war, could be againſt it. 
Lord Clare. Lord Clare quoted the ſpeech from the throne, Hen 
ſiſted, _ that was orthodox, and ought not to be queſtion 
ed, particularly as nothing material had happened fince 
which could induce the Houſe to alter its opinion. He in 
ſiſted that the meaſure reſpecting the Hanover troops, . 
perfectly juſtifiable, and that the plea of neceſſity was ner 
tter founded than on that — 25 His lordſhip move 
the previous queſtion. r 
Rt. Hon. Right honourable T. Townſhend ſaid, that the preſent mc 
| _ tion would be a true teſt of what might hereafter be expel 
ed from them; for if they oppoſed it, it would fairly prove 
| that in ſmothering the enquiry, they intended to cover them 
ſelves from public diſgrace, by a vote of that Houſe. 
Lord Mu/- Lord Mulgrave defended the naval operations : He col 
- grave. tended, that the war was juſt and conſtitutional ; that it 
well conducted, and predicted that it would be happily a 
gloriouſly terminated. 4 I rr 
Hon. Mr. "Honourable Mr. Fitzpatrick replied to his Lordſhip, 2 
Fitzpatrick. remarked, though every thing he ſaid was well founded, d 
concluſions he drew by no means followed, He inſiſted, © 


— 
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the whole of the American buſineſs, from the very beginning, 
ud been planned in abſurdity, accompanied by negligence, 
d executed in a manner which evidenced the very exceſs of 
pnorance, incapacity, and miſconduct. That the Houſe were 
alled upon by the whole nation, and in vindication of their 
on honour 3 to exact an account from the ſervants of the 
crown, of the cauſes of the miſmanagement of the American 
mar, and to bring the authors to condign puniſhment, or at 
kaſt to diſmiſs them, as no longer worthy of diſcharging the 


aſumed the preſent form, than the honourable gentlemen who 
ſpoke on the other fide ſuppoſed, for they commenced ten 
years ago. He inſiſted, that if ſuch an enquiry were at all 
proper, this was not the time. Several perſons who would be 
the ſubject, as well as thoſe whom it would be proper to exa- 
nine in order to procure information, were at preſent on their 
proper ſtations in America; and others that are not employed, 
ne not yet returned home. Taking it either way then, if no 
enquiry ought to be gone into, there was an end of the mo- 
ton. If there ought to be an enquiry, the preſent motion 
u premature, neither the parties charged, nor thoſe that 
euld properly give the neceſſary information, being on the 


ltey wanted to conceal ſomething they were both afraid and 
ahamed ſhould be brought to light. He, therefore, if mi- 
wltry were not determined to confirm all the ſuſpicions that 
kad been entertained of them, both within and without 
tors, thought it was their intereſt, as it was their duty, to 
Gall in their power to exculpate themſelves, for he could 
dure them, however ſure they might be of a majority, ſome 
@ their beſt friends began to doubt the truth of their aſ- 
ances, and the poſſibility of carrying their plans into exe- 
anon. He then turned, and took a ſhort view of the Que- 
ber bill, and concluded by ſolemnly averring, that in his opi- 
aun, no Turkiſh emperor ever ſent a more arbitrary and op- 
Felive mandate, by a favourite baſhaw, to a diſtant pro- 
ce, than that bill was, with the inſtructions to the gover- 
which accompanied it. | 
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lch and important truſts delegated to them. 
| Sir Gilbert Elliot ſaid, that the troubles now ſubſiſting in Sir Gilbere 
mi. Ancrica are of much longer {tanding, though they had not Eli. 


Mr. Dempſter ſaid, he was ſorry to ſee ſuch a diſpoſition in Mr. Da- 
zniniſtration to ſtifle and quaſh all enquiry. It looked as if | 


light honourable Melbore Ellis ſaid, that gentle moderate Rt. Hon, 
aures were unhappily purſued, when the ſituation of Ame- %, EE 
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mien called forthe moſt ſtrong and deciſive. Thank God, fay 
he, this miſtaken ſyſtem is now at an end: A powerful flec 
and 3 army, are now going out, and J have not the 
ſliglteſt doubt that they will be ſufficient to cruſh the rebel 
—— pg and bring them back to a proper ſenſe « 
ir g 

Mr. Atom ſaid there had been very ſhameful negle& ſome 
Where; that for that reaſon, he ſhould be willing to go inte 
the enquiry; and trace it to its ſource. That either we kne; 
America was proparing, and failed to make the neceſſary pre 
parations, or were guilty of very criminal negligence, is 
not procuring proper information, This he inſtanced in thy 
Want of convoys for the tranſports which failed carly in th 
autumn. | 
Mr. Hy. Mr. Hwy, chief juſtice of Quebec, went into a defence 
of the Quebec bill; gave an hiſtorical account of the pla 
and people, their manners, cuſtoms, and diſpoſition ; ſaid } 
knew them well, as he had lived among them for upwards o 
mT oe all he could ever learn, the people « 
never wiſhed nor expected that the Parliament ſhoul 
dontroul or ſuperintend the King's government of that cour 

try. He then made an encomium on General Carleton; wh 
he ſaid, had not been properly ſupported from hence. 
Gor. Jab- Governor Fobnflone obſerved, that ſome gentlemen on th 
. other fide had infiſted, if an enquiry was at all proper, i 
would be at the end of a war, not n ; for his pe 
ne was of opinion the earlier the better; nay, indeed, th 
firſt moment that the ſituation of affairs called for it; and! 
dould not avoid being for it, though no other motive operate 
un him hut che extreme reluctance ſhewn by ſeveral gentle 
men; for wheis there was no guilt or ious incapac 
there no feats could ariſe; faid, if no enquiries had been 
on foot, Both in the beginning and middle of wars, probabl 
the two laſt worild not have ended fo ſucceſsfully. This 
ſhewed in the inftnces of Leſtock, Matthews, Byng, &c. # 
was true, miniſters always trembled at enquiries, they # 
uſually fatal fo their power; ſo it happened at both the pe 
ribs alluded to, and that was another reaſon why he was" 
the motion; for he was ſure the preſent miniſtry were 25 
equal to the taſk of making wat, as they were incapable 
procutifg good terms of peace of conciliation ; the ute 
taking was too ponderous and unwieldly for them. He men 
tioned Lord North's attempt to negotiate with the Ame 


_ Tongreſs, and the contempt with which his offer was * 


Mr. Adom. 


— 
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fating the fact from the journal of the congreſs, publiſhed by 
their own authority, _ | : 

Lord North diſayowed it; declared he had never, directly Lord North, 
gor indirectly, communicated, nor cauſed to be communi- 
cated, any letter or paper, to the congreſs. He admitted the 
ner publiſhed in the journal of the congreſs, contained his 
kntiments, but that was all. | 


General Burgeyne defended the operations of war in Ame- — 


* | 
Mr, Cruger. The honourable gentleman who opened this Mr. cg. 
kebate, has ſpoken fo fully and eloquently to every part of 
the queſtion, that any thing farther in ſupport of this motion 
nay appear unneceſſary. But, Sir, when a ſubject of ſo 
nuch importance is before the Houſe, it behaves every man 
v lay ahde the reſerve of diffidence, and expreſs his ſenti- 
ments with freedom and candour. | N 
If there is any point in which the different intereſts. of this 
Houſe ſhould unite, it muſt be in a conviction of the neceſ- 
ſty and expedieney of enquiring into the cauſes of the preſent 
ming ſtate of public affairs. By diſcovering what has 
oed ruinous in the paſt, we may learn at leaſt to avoid the 
ame pernicious ſteps for the future. If their meaſures have 
ken conducted with juftice and, prudence, tis a duty which 
miniſtration, owe to their characters, to diſarm, by a free 
mamination, that cenſure on their conduct which may poſ- 
lbly ariſe from ignorance. But if they love darkneſs rather 
han light, ©. becauſe their deeds; are evil,“ it becomes the 
guardians of the nation to drag their miſcarriages into op 
Gy, and expoſe them, with al their deformities, to public 
meſtigation. „ 
If ſuch an enquiry was ever neceſſary, the preſent time de- 
Jands it. If we look to the paſt, one uniform train of diſ- 
Mointments and misfortunes crowd the yiew > if, to the 
Mare, a gloomy proſpect of encreafing miſeries, from a 
— of the ſame left-handed policy and ill- prqjected 
ures, > 
We are involved in a war, in which ſucceſs itſelf will be 
nous, The colonies, as if animated with one ſqul, are 
enmined to periſh or be free. We are told they muſt be 
u ed. We ſhall ſoon be called upon to, make ng exer 
des by force. Every thing wears the. face of allo 
mens; and, as if diſappointment copld rate. hn dne 
bun pred to purſue the ſame fatal mealures, . nf nd 
n dae dein cobſearrings 377 Mothinge ir now 1310, 
a Bc - 
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will ſatisfy America but independence; that the people of that 
country have almoſt univerſally taken up arms; they act not 
only on the defenſive, but have endeavoured to depriye you 
of all Canada; an enquiry, they ſay, would produce a fatal 
Procraſtination; the urgency and neceffity of the caſe demand 
and juſtify immediate vigour and execution. Theſe muſt he 
purſued, or the government of the colonies ſurrendered to an 
_ ambitious congreſs.” “.. | 

Such are the reaſons advanced to preclude enquiry, and to 
cure a haſty acquieſcence in ſchemes of policy, on which 
the fate of the empire ſo materially depends. By ſuch argu- 
ments as theſe our jealouſy is excited, and our reſentment 
inflamed againſt a people, who, after the moſt earneſt en- 
* deavours to preſerve their liberties from invaſion by petitio 
and remon after 3 repeatedly ſubmitted. thei 
| | complaints (without effect) to the juſtice of Parliament, and 
| laid them humbly at the foot of the Throne; after beholding 
| the moſt formidable preparations to 'diveſt them of their 
rights by the ſword ; after finding hoſtilities already com 
| menced” and' freſh violences threatened, have taken up arms 
| in their own defence, and endeavoured to repel deſtructix 

| force by force. 3 | | 
| The complexion and character of their preſent oppoſitio 
* (whether unjuſt or honourable) reſts not on their preſen 
| meaſures, but ariſes from, ' and muſt be weighed by, thi 
| 
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cauſes, which have made ſuch a conduct and ſuch meaſu eos 
neceflary.” A free and impartial enquiry, therefore, int 
the leading and pri cauſes, is indiſpenſibly neceſſary to 
juſt deciſion of the cal. If their claims of exemption fron 
arliamentary taxation are founded in equity-and the pri 
ciples of the conſtitution; if they have been driven by 
wanton, eruel, and impohtic attack on their privileges ii res 
their preſent deſperate defence; then, the whole guilt an or 
cenſure is chargeable on thoſe, and thoſe alone, whoſe amb 
tion and ill-direfted meaſures have forced them to theſe eic 
tremities. Thus, alſo, if a form of government is intro n. 
ced into Canada, (breathing little of the ſpirit of Engliſh Mid te 
Nr intending to link the Canadians to the chain, 
miniſterial influence ; if they ſerupled not to make a religi 
which has ſo often deluged Europe with blood, an engine 
"their deſpotiſm to cruſhthe Proteſtant colonies ; if every 1 
tifice was uſed to ſeduce and employ a ſervile, bigoted pe 
to ſubvert the liberties of America, can we wonder, can 
complain, if the coloniſts wiſely diverted the ſtorm, and i 


ed a country to their own alliance, the ſtrength and arms of 
which were avowedly to be directed to their deſtruction? 
When what was dearcr to them than their lives their li- 
derties, were at ſtake; when their oppoſition to government 
reached no higher than petition and reſolves, then they were 
ligmatized with want of courage. Every method was taken 
toirritate them. Inſults on their character as a people were 
added to encroachments on their rights as citizens. The 
pencil of confident oppreſſion deſcribed them as a herd of 
puillanimous wretches, whom the 8 of mar tial 
my would terrify into ſubmiſſion. Hcw vnuft, how m- 
politic, to reduce men to the miſerable alternative of being 
randed with the epithet of cowards, or of taking up arms to 
vindicate their 1njured honour and liberties ; firſt t5 compel 
them to refiſtence, and then derive arguments of their guilt 
from their vigour, courage, and ſucceſs. How contemptible 
the cauſe which pleads the misfortunes it has occaſioned, as 
ralons for its ſupport ! : 
The arguments of adminiſtration, ſtripped of their falſe 
colourings, with all humility, I conceive to be theſe : © We 
have plunged Great-Britain into a moſt expenſive and ruinous 
conteſt with her colonies; we have opened the door for end- 
ls animoſities, by reviving diſputed queſtions and claims 
which ſhake the foundation of empire. The meaſures we 
tave purſued have increaſed the ſtorm, and multiplied the 
common misfortunes. We have joined all America in a firm 
ague againſt you, Your trade has been impaired ; your 
lips inſulted and taken. We have loſt for you every place 
af ſtrength or importance in the colonics ; and have left you 
a army broken by ſickneſs, fatigue, and want, and now 
znſhing under all the mortifications, ignominy, and miſe- 
nes of an inglorious impriſonment.” Theſe, ſay they, © are 
ur pleas for ſupport z theſe are the recommendations of our 
woncils. We lay before you the miſcarriages and evils 
wich our paſt meaſures have produced, to perſuade you to 
Pace new confidence in our wiſdom, and to give more liberal 
ud to our judicious ſchemes for the future.” 
Theſe, however, are not the only bluſhing honours which 
leck the temples of adminiſtration. They have lately diſ- 
Payed the happy art of drawing arguments in their favour, 
om the misfortanes of their friends, as well as from the 
els of their enemies, and prove that they are as incapable. 
gatitude as of juſtice. When gentlemen in this Houſe 
wivenced by motives of humanity) recommended an excep- 
Vor. III. TY tion 
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tion of the friends of government in the colonies from the 
rigours of the late prohibitory. bill, adminiſtration ſuddenty 
changed its voice ; and they who juſt before had boaſted that 
a majority of the Americans were friendly to their cauſe, and 
only waited an opportunity to declare it with ſafety, now 
2 that no diſtinction could be made, for that the 

ad preſerved at beſt a ſhamefnl neutrality,” and deſerved 
to be fuhject to the common calamity of their country, This 
was the liberal reward beſtowed on men who eſpouſed their 
cauſe from principle, and maintained it undaunted and un- 
ſupported, through obloquy, and the moſt imminent danger to 
their fortunes, families, and lives. 
I will not at preſent treſpaſs on the patience of the Houſe, 
by entering into particulars, but I cannot forbear ſaying, the 
friends of peace and good order in the province of New- 
York, did not deſerve to be reproached with a ſhameful 
neutrality ; they ſtood forth, and oppoſed, as long as they 
were able, the increaſing current of tumult and diforder, and 
expoſed themſelves, by their endeavours to preſerve thei 
colonial conſtitution, to the reſentment and vengeance of thei 
incenſed neighbours. In a dutiful manner they ſubmitted 
their grievances to the clemency of this Houſe, and the juſ 
tice of their Sovereign. I need not infiſt on the conſe 
uence. I ſhall not dwell on the contempt with whic 
their zealous advances to a reconciliation were rejected. But 
this I muſt defire, all thoſe who declaim on. the:. ignomini 
ous neutrality, to remember, that adminiſtration not on 
neglected to aid them with a force ſufficient to mainta 
their oppoſition againſt the zealots in their own province 
and the united powers of the adjacent colonies, but withdrey 
to Boſton the few troops under the command of gener: 
Haldimand, which might have aſſiſted in preſerving order 
and the freedom and impartiality of public proceedings. B 
ſuch means the colony was laid open to incurſions ; man 
were obliged to ſecure their perſons from danger, by forſabin 
their friends and country, and leaving their property at th 
diſcretion of their enemies, whilſt a greater number waited 
with filent patience, under every affliftion, for the vigor 
protection of Great-Britain. | 
Their zealous and firm adherence to their principles, cron 
them with honour ; that they have not been ſucceſsful, th 
they were borne down by the ſuperior force of their opp® 
nets, that they are left to ſhare in the common diftrels a 
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rams no luſtre, however, on the characters of thoſe by 
xhom they were negleCted, betrayed, and ſacrificed, 

By this impolicy (to call it by no harſher name) the com- 
mand and management of the key and main ſpring of 'Ame« 
rea, has been loft to this country; a ſpeedy and effectual 
kcurity of which, might have ſaved us from the preſent 
bomy proſpect of inteſtine carnage and accumulating mi- 
; . Surely, the repreſentative body of the nation are 
wund in duty to their conſtituents, to examine the reaſons 
of fuch neglect and miſconduct ; and they in particular, who 
xethe aſſerters of parliamentary ſupremacy, are concerned to 
aquire why ſo effectval a method of weakening the oppo- 
. in America, and ſupporting their own adherents, has 

n totally omitted. 

But there is no neceſſity of dwelling on this circumſtance, 
v prove the obligations this country is under to miniſters ; 
appointment and digrace have marked all their meaſures, 
nd, as if miracles had been wrought to ſtrike conviction on 
this Houſe, they have not once even blundered into ſucceſs, 
may therefore, reaſonably be hoped, that before we blindly 
follow any farther, we may not only contemplate our pre- 
{nt ſituation, and the ground we have already paſſed, but 
py particular attention to that which lies before us. 

Almitting (for the preſent) however, Sir, that a force 
ſufficient to ſubdue them can be ſent out ; admitting that this 
wuatry will patiently bear the enormous weight of accu- 
nulated taxes, which ſo diſtant and unequal a war will re- 
qure; admitting that foreign powers (the natural enemies of 
pritan) will with compoſure and ſelf-denial negle& ſo fa- 
wurable an opportunity of diſtreſſing their rivals; admitting 
lat your "fleets, unoppoſed, level with the ground thoſe 
ates which roſe by your protection, were the pillars of your 
tmmerce, and your nation's boaſt ; admitting that forei 
mercenaries ſpread deſolation, that thouſands fall before 
bem, and that, humbled under the combined woes of po- 
rerty, anarchy, want and defeat, the exhaufted colonies fall 
kppliant at the feet of your conquerors ; admitting all this 
Flll be the caſe, {which cannot well be expected from the 
alt) here neceſſarily follows a moſt momentous queſtion : 
What are the ſolid advantages which Great-Britain is to re- 
Ceive in exchange for the bleſlings of peace and a lucrative 
commerce ? for the affections, for the proſperity; for the 
hes of ſo many of its uſeful ſubjects ſacrificed 3, ' 

1 Will 
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Will the bare acknowledgement of a right in Parliament 

to tax them, compenſate for the millions expended, the dan. 
ger incurred, the miſeries entailed, the deſtruction of hy. 
man happineſs and life that muſt enſue from a war with our 
colonies, united as they are in one common cauſe, and fired 
to deſperate enthuſiaſm by apprehenſions of impending fla. 
very? Or can we be fo abſurd as to imagine conceſſions 
extorted in a time of danger and urgent miſery, will form 
a bond of laſting union? Impoveriſhed and undone by their 
exertions and the calamities of war, inſtead of being able te 
repay the expences of this country, or ſupply a revenue 
they will ſtand in need of your earlieſt aſſiſtance to reviyq 
depreſſed and almoſt extinguiſhed commerce, as well as tg 
renew and uphold their neceſſary civil eſtabliments. 

I am well aware, that it is ſaid we muſt maintain the dig 
nity of Parliament. Let me atk, what dignity is that whic 
will not deſcend to make millions happy, which will ſacr 
fice the treaſures and beſt blood of the nation to extort 
ſubmiſhons, fruitleſs ſubmiſſions, that will be difavowed and 
diſregarded the moment the procuring oppreſſive force is re 
moved? What dignity is that which, to enforce a diſputed 
mode of obtaining a revenue, will deſtroy commerce, ſpread 
poverty and deſolation, and dry up every channel, ever 
ſource from which revenue or any real ſubſtantial beneh 
can be expected? 

Is it not high time then, to examine the full extent of ou 
danger, to pauſe and mark the paths which have deceive 
us, and the wretched, bewildered guides, who have led u 
into our preſent difficulties * Let us find the deſtroying an 

el, and ſtop his courle, while we have yet any thing va 
Fuable to preſerve, The breach is not yet irreparable; a 

rmit me, with all deference to ſay, oe not a doubt 
ut that liberal and explicit terms of reconciliation, with 
full and firm ſecurity againft an oppreſſive exerciſe of parlia 
mentary taxation, if held out to the colonies before the wa 
takes a wider and more deſtructive courſe, will lead initant 
to a ſettlement, and recall the former years of peace, wht 
the affections and intereſts of 1 and Amer 
were one. | 

But, if, on the cantrary, we are to plunge deeper! 


this ſcene of blood; if we are to-ſacrifice the means and mi 


terials of revenue for idle diſtinctions about mo-les of falt 
it; if the laurels we can gain, and the * parik 
ment we are to eſtabliſh, can be purchaſed only by the mit 


ries of fellow · ſubjects, whoſe Iotles are our own; if " 


eve 
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erent is precarious, the cauſe alien to the ſpirit and humanity 
of Engliſhmen ; if the injury is certain, and the object of 
feces unſubſtantial and inſecure, how little ſoever the in- 
tence my poor opinion may have on this Houſe, I ſhall 
fee my conſcience, by having explicitly condemned all fuch 
wprofitable, inadeqate, injudicious meaſures, and by giving 
ny hearty concurrence to the motion. | 
Mr. Burke ſhewed from the records of Parliament, and Mr. Burke. 
fom hiſtory, that nothing was more frequent than enquiries 
of the kind now propoſed - and obſerved, at no time within 
the courſe of his reading, did he ever recollect a period at 
which ſuch a proceeding was more abſolutely neceſſary than 
ſhe preſent, 

Mr. Graves wiſhed to wait for the event of another cam- Mr. C. 
jagn before the Houle ſhould offer to go into an enquiry ; 
nd as for what had already paſſed, juſtice required that the 
parties ſhould be in a ſituation to anſwer for themſelves, 

Mr. Solicitor General undertook to defend adminiſtration Soliciter Ce- 
roughout, not only relating to what they had already dene, . 
bit every action of theirs, and every conſequence ariſing from 

their conduct. He inſiſted that the war was juſt, proper, and 

rea expedient, that the miniſters abounded in wiſdom, and the 

amy and navy in military prowels. 

Colonel Barre was extremely ſevere on ſeveral of the poſi- Col. Barra 
tons laid down by the laſt honourable gentleman ; he com- | 


fou fared him to the Abbe Polignac, whom he deſcribed as a 
ve pert, affected, little, political prater; with ſome perſonal al- 
ed virions to the talents, manner, and diſpoſition of the man, 
gu ch created ſome mirth. But in a ſerious manner he 


g med to charge the gentlemen oppoſite to him [ Meflrs. 
Uliot, Ellis, Wedderburne, &c.] with the loſs of America. 
dub ith an emphaſis he ſaid, Give us back our colonies! You 
are loſt America! It is your ignorance, blunders, cowardice, 
nuch have Joſt America, He had heard the noble Lord 
e Lord George Germain | called the Pitt of the day. He ſaw 
* great ſenſe in the words. They conveyed to him that 
beter had been a Mr. Pitt, a great man, but he did not ſee how 

e noble Lord was like him. He ſaid, that the troops, 
bom an averſion tc the ſervice, miſbehaved at Bunker's-Hill 
auth 17th of June. He condemned adminiſtration in the 
Ang ergeſt terms, He told them, that their ſhiftings and eva- 
"Ms would not protect them, though they ſhould be changed 
i day, and made to ſhift places at the pleaſure, and ſome- 
üg too tor the ſport of their ſecret directors. He obſerved, 
that 
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that the late appointment of a new ſecretary of ſtate, was a 
proof that ſome weak, and perhaps foul proceedings had hap- 
pened, which made ſuch an arrangement neceſſary; but though 
changes might happen every day, he was well convinced mea- 
ſures never would, till the whole fabric of deſpotiſm fell at 
once, and buried in its ruins the architects, with all thoſe 
employed under them. He reminded the Houſe how often, in 
the. courſe of the two laſt years, he had foretold almoſt 
every matter that has happened, He begged once more 
to allure them, that America would never ſubmit to he 
taxed, though half Germany were to be tranſported beyond 
the Atlantick, to effect it. 

Gen. Bur- General Burgoyne roſe with warmth, and contradicted the 

+ £9%. laſt honourable member in the flatteſt manner. He allowed 

that the troops gave way a little at one time, becauſe the 

were flanked by the fire out of the houſes, &c. at Charles 

Town; but they ſoon rallied and advanced; and no men o 

earth ever behaved with more ſpirit, firmneſs, and perſere 

rance, till they forced the enemy out of their entrenchments 

, Col. Barre. Colonel Barre obſerved, that the honourable gentleman had 

4 contradifted him in a very extraordinary — unbecomin 
manner, and maintained his firſt aſſertion, that the troops mil 
behaved. 

Sen. Bur- General Burgoyne apologized, confeſſed he had ſpoke inharſhe 

—_ terms than he would have done had he not been off his guard 
He admitted that the troops gave way a little ; but that the 
were rallied, and returned to the charge with great ſpirit, H 
was an eye-witnels of the whole affair. 

Lord Howe. Lord Howe, ſaid it was impoſfible to go into the propok 
enquiry with propriety, though the Houle were ever ſo we 
inclined. He detended the conduct of the commanding ot 
ficers, and ſaid that the whole of what had happened laſt yea 
proceeded from our not being acquainted with the deſigns « 
the provincials. 2 

Lord Nortb. Lord North roſe at half after one, declared he had no 0 

jeAion to an enquiry at a proper ſcaſon; but agreed with! 

Tight honourable friend [Sir Gilbert Elliot] that this v. 

not the time. As America had changed, ſo had Britain, 

conſequence of that change. The qucſtion was now, he col 

-rended, totally altered, and what in one ſituation would ba 

been acting a wiſe part, would nom be ſupineneſs, negligen 

or ſomething worſe, It was therefore a very unfair way 

-arguing, in his opinion, to ſtate objcAions againſt the © 

duct of adminiſtration in the early ſtages of this bun 

| wal 
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wich were only applicable to a ſtate of hoſtility and open re- 
ſion ; the ground was changed, ſo would the meaſures of 
arſe, He appealed to the candour and recollection of the 
Fouſe, if any thing had been done in a corner, but openly, 
nd according to their repeated judgment. As to the meaſures 
wich had been taken before he came into office, he ſaid, he 
m not anſwerable for them, but was ready now, if the Houſe 
ought proper, or at any time, to ſtand the moſt rigid enquiry 
nd examination into his own conduct. If miſcarriages had 
kypened, it was no more than what was common. It was 
pjoffible to foreſee all the conſequences, or to provide againft 
hey accident which might ariſe, He proteſted he did not 
& for his office, and was at any time ready and willing to 
fen it, whenever a perſon more capable or fonder of power, 
s found to ſucceed him. He obſerved, that an honourable 
entleman, early in the debate, had charged adminiſtration 
mh wickedneſs, ignorance, and neglect. He was certain he 
w miſtaken in the firſt, and the two others yet remained to 
proved. | 


ha N. Fix replied to the arguments urged againſt his motion. Mr. Fox, 
1 At half an hour paſt two o'clock, the previous queſtion was 
ni 


at, and the Houſe divided, ayes, 104; noes, 240. 
February 21. | 


* private buſineſs. | 
February 22, 

the The fame, FE 
1 | February 23. 

No debate, 
"HY 4journed to the 27th. 
E February 27. 
Vo debate. 
7 February 28, 


dr George Savile preſented petitions from Thomas Rumbold Sir Gerge 
ld Francis Sykes, Eſqrs. praying to reſcind the reſolution on? 
f Shafteſbury election. After debate the petitions were re- 
fired, but the Houſe divided on the motion to reſcind ; for 
143; againſt it 169. | 
t was then moved to appoint a committee to take the 
ar into conſideration, The Houte divided again; for 
* motion 137 ; againſt it 142. 
February 29. 
Lord Nerth moved, that the treaties entered into be- Lord North. 
Nen his Majeſty, the Landgrave of Heſſe Caſſel, the Duke | 
runfwick, and the hereditary Prince of Heſie-Cafiel, 
v (See 
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(See the treaties, page 287) be referred to the committee 
ſupply. He urged the neceffity of the meaſure, and the gre 
effects he expected from it. He ſaid, no queſtions could ar 
upon it but three, all of which were too plain to require muc 
elucidation. Whether the troops propoſed to be hired we 
wanted? Whether the terms on which they were procure 
were advantageous ? and, Whether the force was ſuch ; 
might be deemed fully adequate to effect the operatior 
for which it was intended? As to the firſt point, 
ſaid, that reducing America to a proper conſtitutional ſtat 
of obedience, being the great object of Parliament, the he 
and moſt ſpeedy means of effefting ſo deſirable a purpo 
was the motive which induced adminiſtration to adopt t 
meaſure, becauſe men could be readier had, and upon mu 
cheaper terms in this way, than we could poflibly rec 
them at home. On the 1 he obſerved, that not on 
in the view of comparative cheapneſs with home levies, hy 
as referring to former times, the preſent troops would coſt | 
leſs than (taking all the circumſtances together) we could hz 
expected. And laſtly, that the force which this meafu 
would enable us to ſend to America, would be ſuch, as 
all human probability, muſt compel that country to agr. 
to terms of ſubmiſſion, perhaps without any further effuſe 
of blood. 

Lord John Cavendiſh reprobated the meaſure in all | 
parts. He obſerved, that the preſent was the firſt alarmit 
conſequence of the American war. Britain was to be di 
graced in the eyes of all Europe; ſhe was to be impoveriſhet 
nay, what was, if poſſible, worſe, ſhe was compelled to a 

ly to two petty German ſtates in the moſt mortifying 2 
— manner, and ſubmit to indignities never beft 
preſcribed to a crowned head, preſiding over a powerful a 
opulent _ Firſt, the troops were to enter into p 
before they began to march -a thing never known befot 
Secondly, levy-money was to paid at the rate of near JI. 
a man. oy, not ſatisfied with this, thoſe petty prin 
were to be ſubſidized. Fourthly, they have had the model 
to infiſt on a double ſubſidy. F ifthly, the ſubſidy is to 
continued for two years in one inſtance, and one year 
the other, after the troops have returned to their reſped 
countries. And laſtly, a body of 12, ooo foreigners are 08. . 
introduced into the dominions of the Britiſh crown, unt 
no controul of either King or Parliament, for the e 
words of the treaty are that this body of troops ( Helba 
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Gall remain under the command of their general, to whom 
li moſt Serene-highneſs has entruſted the command.“ 
Mr. Corawall aſſured the Houſe, that he had a better op- Mr. Cera- 
ity of knowing the means of treating with German wall. 

races, and of procuring troops, than any man in it. That 

ks fituation for many years (as cleik in the German pay- 

ofice laſt war) gave him this opportunity; and that he was 
ftoniſhed to hear any gentleman, converſant with German 
£aneftions, call the preſent terms diſadvantageous. He con- 
knded, that the two months previous pay allowed to the duke 

of Brunſwick, was no more than a douceur; and infiſted 

Kat they were all had on lower terms than was ever known be- 

be, eſpecially if the buſineſs ſhould be effected within the 

Fear, of which he had no reaſon to doubt, 3 

Lord Irnham. I am to aſk your pardon for appearing ſo ſo- Ld. Irnbams 
Fcitous to give you my ſentiments, juſt at this period of 
Ine, but it is to anſwer the honourable gentleman of the 
tafury bench, who is, I know, a perfect maſter of the 
German affairs, and to ſubmit to him, in this ſtage of the 
fines, my doubts as to the competency of the Landgrave 
i Heſſe, and the Duke of Bruntwick, to make ſuch trea- 
bes as are now under our conſideration. ; 

That gentleman knows, that before the peace of Weſt- 
ptalia, the feudatories of the empire had no confirmed legal 
feht to engage, without leave of the Emperor, in offenſive 

| dfentive alliances with foreign princes, which might 
ire ſending troops out of the empire. But the weaknets 
f the Houſe of Auſtria, and the dread of the Swediſh arms; 
ſtared, after a long diſcuſſion, that extraordinary privi- 
kg, on the pretence of the intereſt of religion, and the 
ubility of the head of the empire, from being often en- 
peed in war with the Turks, to defend the frontiers, 
duch made ſuch a conceſſion beneficial to the empire; al- 

ys prefuming, that the troops of thoſe princes fo con- 
king, ſhould, in caſe of the empire being attacked, re- 
Wn to its defence, as the allegiance of thoſe princes to the 
byeror and empire of Germany, by the nature of their 
cal tenure, eſpecially required. Now, Sir, if this is the 
Tue ſtate of the privilege thoſe princes now enjoy, can it 
| airly inferred from thence, that they can, merely for lu- 
e and pecuniary conſiderations, tranſport their vaſſals to 
e Eaſt or Weſt Indies, nine parts in ten of whom will 
idly ever return; and thus, by depopulating their territo- 
, deprive their Lord Paramount of the ſuccour which 
Yori III. | Z 2 | he 
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he has a right to expect from them, and of the advantage 
which an inhabited and ſettled territory affords, in com. 
pariſon of one ſtript of all the men able to bear arms; to 
ſupport a cauſe in no ſhape whatever connected with th 
empire, and which muſt render it vile and diſhonourable i; 
the eyes of all Europe, as a nurſery of men reſerved fo 
the purpoies of ſupporting arbitrary power, whenever graſped 
at by thoſe who have more money, tho' not more juſtice 
and virtue, than the others whom they can pay fo 
oppreſſmg.---I thall ſay little to the feelings of thoſe princes 
who can fell their ſubjects for ſuch purpoſes. We have rex 
of the humouriſt Sancho's wiſh; that, if he were a prince 
all his ſubjects ſhould be black-a-moors, as he could by t 
ſale of them eaſily turn them into ready-money ; but tha 
wiſh, however it might appear ridiculous, and unhe 
coming a ſovereign, is much more innocent than a prince 
availing himſelf of his vaſſals for the purpoſe of facrificin 
them in ſuch deſtructive wars, where he has the additions 
crime of making them deſtroy much better and nobler being 
than themiclves. | | 

As to the defenfive part of the treaty, which is looke! 
upon as of no coniequence, on ſuppoſition that we ſhall ne 
yer be called upon to fulfil it; 1 beg leave to inſiſt on th 
contrary poſition: for the Emperor may not only jhew hi 
reſentment of this proceeding of his vatfals, by a milita 
execution in their territories, but may thereby give ther 
a right to call upon us for that indemnification in money 
which is the only means in our power for making th 
amends, and to which we are by theſe treaties bound, be 
fides, the King of Pruſſia, who 1s at their door, will infal 
liby feize this opportunity of making us pay the fix hundr 
thouſand pounds, which he pretends we wronged him of * 
the cloſe of the laſt war. It will therefore be very prop 
for adminiſtration, and much more for the Houſe, to col 
fider that it would be a great addition to the expenc 
which, from the complexion of the Houſe I am afraid | 
are going to incur, by approving of thoſe treaties now und... 
confideration, which treaties ] loook upon as highly we 
pedient, and difhonourable to the nation; and to will 
therefore, as a member of this Houſe, I ſhall give eie 
oppoſition in my power. 


treaties with German and other princes, whom we had ey. 
merly ſubſidized, defied the honourable 9 4 
| i ES orn. 
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mall] to produce a fingle inftance, in which the ſame 
umber of men, within the ſame time, had coſt the nation 
much money. 
Mr. D. Hart/zy. In the courſe of our debates upon Ame- Mr. DP. 
n meaſures, I frequently hear the terms of rebellion and H. 
bels made uſe of, which 1 ſhall never adopt ; not only be- 
aue I would avoid every term of acrimony which might 
nereaſe the 111-blood between us and our fellow-fubjeCs in 
America, but likewiſe, thinking as I do, that the miniſtry 
of this country have been in every ſtage the aggreſſors; 1 
wer will, as a Whig of revolution principles, confound 
terns fo fundamentally the reverſe to each other, as defen- 
he reſiſtance in the ſupport of conſtitutional rights, with un- 
pwovoked and active treaſon. The colonies have been con- 
&mned unheard, If you would have condeſcended but to 
ve heard their petition, you would have found that all that 
ey requeſted has been to be reſtored to the happy ſtate of 
kmony, tranquility, and conſtitutional dependence exiſt- 
{rin 1763, "Thoſe minifters who have ſo madly driven 
hem on to unavoidable refiſtance, muſt be anſwerable to 
beir country for all future conſequences. I wiſh to enter 
by proteſt once for all, that I ſhall always think that our 
neriean fellow-ſubjeAs have been driven to reſiſtance in their 
un defence, and in ſupport of thoſe very claims which we 
arſelves have ſucceſsfully taken up arms in former times, 
reſcue us from the violence and tyrannical pretenſions of 
ke Houſe of Stuart, Theſe rights are the giving and 
hanting freely our own property, and the ſecurity of char- 
m. Let us do to them as we have done for ourſelves, and 
tis all that they atk. I am convinced that the nation will 
me day or other ſee the juſtice of their cauſe, when the 
yer of the preſent unfortunate diſputes is a little abated, 
u when many miſrepreſentations, which are ſtudiouſly cir- 
ated by miniſtry, are cleared away. Therefore, Sir, 
the preſent I will ſuſpend this part of the argument, 
KW confine my objections to this meaſure of the fo- 
A troops; to the impolicy and impractibility of the 
aſures; being always underſtood that J have entered 
proteſt againſt their injuſtice, Sir, the public have 
a artfully and imperceptibly led into theſe meaſures. 
e were told, at firſt, that the diſcontents were only 
apted by a few faCtious perfons in America, that the 
Wof the people were totatly averſe to thete meaſures of 
ance, and, that a very little exertion from this country, 
222 and 
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anda very inconſiderable expence, would reftore the publie 
tranquility. Many of us on this fide of the Houſe, have, 
from time to time, endeavoured to uncover theſe fallacies 
having too truly foreieen and foretold the endleſs ill. conſe- 
quences of the miniſterial plans in America. I mylelf told 
you, Sir, in this very place, not many months ago, from 
very certain information, that America would not only not 
recede upon the articles of arbitrary taxation and ſurrender 
of charters, but that they would turn out, before laſt mid- 
ſummer, a body of 50, oo men in arms, This prediction 
was at that time treated by the House with laughter, vet it 
has proved but too true. What contiuence can we then have 
for the future, in miniſters who are 10 groſs:y ignorant and 
deceived, or, who conceal the true ſtate of things from thi 
Houſe and the public, perhaps with no better view than te 
trepan them inſiduouſly, and by gradual ſteps, into the ſup- 
port of their own deſperate and ſanguinary deſigns ? The 
public revenue being a ſubject, upon which 1 have at 
times beſtowed ſome pains, and upon which I ſometimes troy 
bled you, I am ſure that this Houſe will do me the juſtice u 
recolle&, that I have inceſſantly remonſtrated to them of the 
enormity of the expence which theſe meaſures would enta 
upon the public, even to the hazard of public bankruptcy 
3f foreign war ſhould overtake us upon the heels of thi 
civil conteſt, The miniſtry, in whom a majority of thi 
Houſe ſeem to put unbounded confidence, have, for a time 
ſmothered theſe miſchiefs ; they have kept all matters of ei 
pence out of ſight, and have endeavoured to lull the publi 
to inattention, by conveying to them that very little matten not 
would do. No fuch words as taxing and funding have eret 
been whiſpered ; but taxing and funding muſt come, un 
that ſoon too, You cannot do this ve ear without, Min 
have again and again ſtated to this Houle, and to the not ven 
Lord, that the debts and expences incurred, and ſuch 28 
will be incurred in this very year's campaign, cannot comet t 
to a leſs ſum than ten millions. The army extraordinare v 
and navy debt incurred in the laſt year, muſt be enormous u 
thoſe which will farther be incurred in the preſent year, ul 
be immenſe and boundleſs ; I might almoſt fay incomputad) 
Let the noble Lord deal ingenuouſly with the public, and, ed 
the aſſiſtance of all his lights, let him inform the Houſe wen 
expences he is providing for them. Does he intend to Marat 
any new tax this year? Does he pay off any of the Hr t 
debt? Does he intend to propoſe the payment of the di = 
Malt le 
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vill the noble Lord ſtate as the probable expence of the in- 
tended campaign? Let the country gentlemen know what 
endleſs expences they are to encounter, and to mortgage 
heir eſtates for. There are ſome gentlemen who have pro- 
ſeſſed, that they enter into this war to obtain a revenue from 
America, but ſtill not at all price. Gold may be bought 
too dear, 1f they are to pay a hundred years purchaſe for 
the poſhbility of a revenue from America. Who would give 
that price even for a certainty ? But it is contended that all 
this armament is only a mode of making peace with dig- 
ity; that the Americans will be awed into ſubmiſſion, and 
well that commiſſioners are to grant pardons and to make peace. 
This is the infiduous pretext of the preſent year; for what 


1 ers are given to the commiſfioners? None, but to grant 
e pardons, if the Americans will lay down their arms upon 
up- unconditional ſubmiſſion. This is an inſult both upon them 


md upon us. Did they take up arms to obtain pardon, or 
obtain redreſs of grievances? You have condemned them 


ou wheard, you have ſubverted all their civil rights, you pen- 
e toi boned their judges, you garble their juries, you control 
the the free debates of their attemblics, you contiſcate their 
wi ctarters, you take their property by violence from them; 
teig 42d, when they petition or complain, you tell them that 
tai facie are pretended grievances; yet theſe are the grie- 
th Vances which they ſeek redreſs of under arms.- ---Give them 


ime redrefs, and they will lay down their arms, and gladly re- 
eve pardon and general oblivion, If Parliament had en- 
abba led the commiſſioners to offer redreſs of grievances, I ſhould 
wt have called the appointment of them a mere pretext ; 
ere but you have expreſſſy tied their hands. Neither can the 
americans put any truſt in any tuppoted intentions of the 
minſtry for peace. General Burgoyne ſays, in his letter to 
general Lee, that after what has paſſed, the Americans may 
h rt in full confidence that this country would never think 
come taxing them again, and indeed that inference would ſeem 
are ealonable, if we did not hear the contrary aſſerted and ſup- 
0us Ported almoſt in every day's debate in this Houſe, and particu- 
mier by the noble Lord who has lately been advanced to the 
lead of the American department, The noble Lord at the 
lead of the treaſury ſeldom holds the fame language and opi- 
non long together, Sometimes he is ready to ditpente with 
0 ation, and wiſhes to God, that all things were reſtored to 
nu: ſtate of 1963, If he has perſonally any diſpoſitions to 
dug veeration and lenient meaſures more than his colleagues, he 
at eaſt over-ruled, But the noble Lord of the American 
depart- 
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department, has uniformly and invariably declared upon prin- 
ciple, that a total and unconditional ſubmiffion, an entire 
ſarrender of their property and charters, are with him, the 
indiſpenſable preliminaries of any treaty of peace. I have 
myſelf, troubled the Houle this very ſeſſion with ſome propo- 
ſitions of pacification, offering ſecurity to the colonies upon 
the articles of taxation and charters, which have been refuſed 
upon principle, expreſſly argued in the debate on the part of 
the miniſtry, that they would not, in the leaſt degree, recede 
from their terms of unconditional ſubmiſſion to be enforced b 
the ſword. Then away with theſe pretexts ! it is clear — 
that they mean nothing but deſtruction and bloodſhed, and to 
act over again the mockery of what was laſt year called the 
conciliatory propoſition. You ſent orders to dip the ſword in 
American blood before that propoſition, inſidious as it was, 
could be offered to any aſſembly upon the continent. This 
year again, your pretext is a pretended commiſſion to offer 
peace, at the ſame time tying up the hands of the commiſ- 
ftoners from making any offer but of unconditional ſubmiſ- 
fion, with an army of foreign mercenaries ſent cloſe upon 
their heels, to lay waſte the whole country with fire and ſword, 
Sir, my oppoſition to this unjuſt American war, is ſo total 
and abſolute againſt every part of it, that I hardly know in 
what terms to expreſs my averſion to any one part more than 
to every other; yet I think, Sir, if there could remain any mea- 
ſure exceeding every preceding one in diſgrace and barbarity, 
it is this of introducing foreign troops. The firſt ſhedding of 
civil blood was wantonly precipitated by miniſterial orders laſt 
year, even before the pretended plan of conciliation could be 
propoſed to any aſſembly on the continent; therefore the 
firſt blood lies at your door. Notwithſtanding this provoca- 
tion of bloodſhed, the Americans tell you in their declara- 
tion, as a proof of the ſincerity of their defire for peace, 
that they have not called in the rivals of your grandeur, juſtly 
claiming the merit of forbearance under ſuch provocation an 
diſtreſs. Mark the reward which we give them for their for- 
bearance : their petition is rejected unheard, and the miniſter 
tells the Parliament, in the King's ſpeech, that it is with /a 
faction that his Majeſty has received friendly offers of foreign 
affiſtance ; to which this Houſe has given for anſwer, that 
they would chearfiully enable his Majeſty to avail himſelf of 
the offer. An American congreſs have held fuch a meaiure 
in abhorrence; a Britiſh Parliament have adopted it with 


chearfulneſs, You have now ſet them the example, and — 
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aps by the very act, made it unavoidably neceſſary for them 
padopt the fame fatal meaſure in their own defence. I cal 
ta fatal meaſure ; becauſe when foreign powers are once in- 
wauced in this diſpute, all poſſibility of reconciliation and 
gturn to our former connexion is totally cut off, You have 
wen a juſtification to the Americans by your example, if 
hey call in the aſfiſtance of foreign powers. Let the miniſter 
ho has adviſed this meaſure to his Majeſty, conſider well of 
de conſequences. His head as well as his hand, is anſwe- 
able for the treaties. I mean not merely from the effect of 
eſe foreign troops in the American diſpute, but from all 
aher conſequences, upon the general ſecurity of our fituation 
th reipect to all foreign powers. We know well, with how 
kalous an eye this country is watched; and more particu- 
krly envied, on account of the univerſal and uncontroled 
empire of the Britiſh flag. One ſuch treaty ſhould not ſtand 
done, If any foreign power ſhould attack us, we ſhall ex- 
x(t of the miniſter, who has adviſed theſe treaties for fo- 
rig forces, to be prepared with ſuch a ſyſtem of treaties and 
llances as ſhall 1ecure this country from the natural conſe- 
wences to be expected from ſuch interference of foreigners. 
When you have ſet the example, = not only juſtify Ame- 
tain applying for foreign aid, but every power whatever 
Ali ts inemſelves at liberty to take ſuch part as may beſt 
ut their own convenience. Upon the whole of this mea- 
fure, | think it the moſt diſgraceful, the moſt unjuſt and un- 
mura, and big with the moſt fatal conſequences, of any 
tealure that has been, or could poſſibly be adopted, there- 
bre I ſhall give my moſt hearty negative to it, 

Hon, Frederick Stuart, (third ton of the Earl of Bute) was for Hon. Fred. 
wovinary meaſures. He reſted the ſtrength of the nation St. 
Welly on paper-credit, with which he united the navy and 
wmmerce, Paper-credit, he ſaid, effected wonders ; it was 
Wt only a ſubſtitute for money, but it was better. While 
Ar credit remained inviolate, we ſhould never want either 
blders or ſailors. He inſiſted America had no proſpect of 

ving ſupport from any foreign power, becauſe the was 
Wt able to pay them; neither France nor Spain would affiſt 

z unleſs well paid. America had nothing but paper-mo- 
, and that would never paſs current; nothing but good 

fling money would anſwer their purpoſe, and that ſhe 
would not be able to procure, ſo long as her trade and com- 
Krce were prevented . or deſtroyed by our navy. | 


Hon. 
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Hon. J Honourable James Luttreil, I riſe becauſe I think, that it 


Luttrall, 


therefore they requeſted to be heard, and however, artfull) 


ſubjects. Yet 'tis ſaid that Parliament declared this waer 
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I am not too young a member to have a ſenſe of humanity 
neither can I be deemed too young a member to give my 
voice, as well as vote againſt the oppreffive meaſures of the 
preſent adminiſtration, Nor can I be awed by their abilities, 
or experience, when the ſtate of affairs prove they have bee 
ſo miſapplied, as to loſe to the crown America, to this coun 
try a moſt valuable part of its commerce, and which are every 
day exerted in framing ſuch. bills as may more juſtly be called 
death-warrants to thouſands of Britiſh ſubjects, than a ſtep 
towards regaining our loſt colonies. | 

I flatter myſelf, Sir, that what I ſhall ſay againſt this war, 
will not be thought inconſiſtent with the ſpirit of an officer 
for if Great-Britain muſt bleed for her injuſtice towards Ame- 
rica, I know my duty, and when called upon ſhould not 
ſhrink from the ſummons: but I ſhould hope when I fell 
that it was to ſave ſome better man, who might live to fight 
in a better cauſe. However, Sir, I cannot reflect ſo calmly 
on the deſtiny and poſſible fate of thoſe great and diſtinguiſhes 
officers, who could ſcarcely be replaced by their equals, muc 
leſs by their ſuperiors: I therefore feel it an additional realon 
to blame, and to lament, the raſhneſs of adminiſtration. 

I form my judgment, Sir, of America, not from being: 
member of this Houſe, but from having paſſed many years 1 
that country, where, becauſe I was. an Engliſhman, I me 
with a friendly reception. They gave me many juſt cauſe 
to reſpect them, and to wiſh them well: nay I thought it con 
ſiſtent with my duty ſo to do, even though I ſerved in men o 
war! For I could not at that tune foreſee, we were ſent tc 
protect America from foreign powers, only that we migh 
become the ſpoilers of it ourſelves. I rather looked upon u 
as guardians to their trade, in which both countries had 
fair, and a mutual advantage. "of 

The Americans have never {ought nor defired to be inde 
pendent of England. They thought miniſtry miſinformed 


they may have been deprived, of that privilege before thu... 
Houſe, I do reſpect it as the grand judicial inqueſt of the na 
tion, which mutt be too high and too equitable to condemt 
an individual without a hearing, much leis. three millions 0 


againſt America, let who will have done it, I have ſec 
enough of that country to think it my duty to endeayour J 
2 STS | | expr 
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76 apres how much I am averſe to ſo iniquitous, ſo impolitic a 
If rlecution. | 

ty [ have heard, Sir, that it is neceſſary to deſtroy America, 
ny © order to obtain an honourable peace to this commercial 
he wuntry, If fuch great objects may be compared to {mall ones, 
es, WM | think it would have been as ſound policy to ſend to Liver- 
e e, at the time of the riot, to burn the town, and deſtroy 
m- ade merchant ſhips, becauſe a part of their crew had proved 
: libedient to the laws. 


But who ſays the Americans will not ſubmit to be govern- 
u by the juſt laws? They only fay ſo, who firſt broke 
frough them, and have ever ſince been adding inſult to in- 


"The miniſter well knew he had offended all America ; and 
dat man is fo unlikely to put an end to the ditpute, as he 


non who inſiſts upon being judge in his own cauſe ? 

ell This I do ſay for the Americans, becauſe I do believe it, 
ph at had their real motives and intentions been fairly and 
n 


partially ſtated and laid before this Houic, and the Parlia- 
tent of Great-Britain been called in as the mediators, not 
te perſecutors of the people, all would have ended well: 


E 6: good faith which had been wantonly violated towards the 
monies would have been reſtored upon a more ſolid and laſt- 

5 WT i foundation, and men's lives and properties been ſafe at this 

ung er hour. | | 

” me ſay, who now are the Americans we can treat with? 

aſe 


bitevery individual ſettler of that country ? Surely it would 
em endleſs work. Who then ſo proper as thoſe in whom 
lley place implicit faith, and confidence, and whoſe decitions 
ley will abide by! Such are the congreſs ; nor can I think 
ſte miniſter does wiſh to pay the paltry compliment of a pre- 
krence to the provincial councils, and aſſemblies; unleis he 
a forget how long they were treated with the moſt ſhameful _ 
tempt and diſgrace, and that he drew this fatal ſword to 


* Fore they did not repreſent America. 

0 But, Sir, I beg pardon for deviating ſo far from the buſi- 
ou ls of the day as to talk of reconciliation, peace, and com- 
l derte; for 1 underſtand the noble Lord does ſtill perſiſt, 


Rcan by force of arms recover the trade and amity of the 


"nies, I think they will, continue to ſhew us, that by 
> "WF methods it is impraQticable to attain thoſe ends: but even 
ei poſſible he ſhould ſucceed, permit me to ſay (if as a 


n I may be indulged with a profeſſional compariſon) I 
d never approve of that pilot, who when he might have 
Vor. III. A a 2 ſteered 
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ſteered the veſſel through a ſafe and pleaſant channel, direct 
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OD 


her courſe amongſt rocks, and quickſands, telling me, for m 
beſt hope, that he has ingenuity enough, to extricate her a 
laft. 

Sir, I comprehend that miniſtry now apply to Parliamen 
for ſeventeen thouſand Germans to ſend to America. Goo 
God, for what end? To enſlave a hundred and fifty thouſand 
of their own countrymen, many of whom fled from tyran 
to ſeek our protection. And, Sir, I ſpeak in moderation 
for paſſing over Georgia and Weſt Florida, where they hay 
fome conſiderable ſettlements, there is Penſylvania, one of th 
targeft and moſt flouriſhing of the colonies, ſituated in th 
fineſt climate; it is above one half peopled by German 
they ſpeak that language and ſcarcely any Engliſh, Th 
German flats on the Mohawk river, which = Sous | at the ba 
of New-York and 3 s, are very highly cultivated, a 
eſteemed the beſt lands of any of thoſe provinces, Sc 
thouſands of Germans are the ſettlers and improvers of thi 
country, and theſe I have mentioned, are the neareſt inhab 
tants to the five nations of Indians. They trade with then 
ſpeak their language, and it is moſt natural to ſuppoſe the 
will eaſily perſuade them to take up the hatchet againſt tl 
King's forces. The Germans have ſome conſiderable ſettl 
ments on the Connecticut river, but it is true the feve 
Germans are in New-England and the northern provinces, 
do preſume, Sir, That 1s the reaſon why the congreſs ha 
not hitherto thought 1t neceſſary to call more of them to 
provincial army. 

T ſhall only add to this account of the Germans, that 
encouragement for them to quit their own country and! 
come ſetlers in America, was fo great, ſo very great, that 
German princes found it abſolutely neceſſary to make it de: 
by their laws to carry any more of them out, and the Palat 
and ſhips that uſed fo frequently to convey them have of! 
years ceaſed to arriye at the ports of our colonies. 

To conquer, and to govern by military force, theſe {ett 
and all the inhabitants of that vaſt continent, with fuci 
handful of German and Britiſh forces, I do indeed, 
hold to be impracticable; but I think it an excellent op 
tunity for our hired troops to deſert, becauſe they will 8 
likely be offered lands, and protection. Theſe warlike t 
ou we are to fit out may then be conſidered as good 3 

alatine ſhips for peopling America with Germans. 
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do preſume, Sir, it is not good policy to hire theſe foreign f 
troops ; firſt, becauſe they will provoke five times the num- 
ter of their own countrymen in America, and a great many 
Jadians, to join the provincial army. Secondly, becauſe they 
ill deſert, and accept of lands, which when they have done, 
xe have hired troops to fight againit ourſelves; for ſurely 
when like thoſe who became ſettlers before them, they ſee an 
mncultivated wild grow fruitful and beautiful under their 
hands, they will readily join in protecting that property and 
the juſt rights of America againſt the oppreſſive impoſitions 
of an enterpriſing miniſtry, Sir, foreſeeing theſe probable 
gents, having paſſed ſome winters and ſummers in America, 
ad part of that time under hoſpitable roofs, I think it 
yould be wrong in me to give a ſilent vote upon the preſent 
Ncafion. But I do not mean to intrude any longer, becauſe 
there are many able and diſtinguiſhed men I ſhall have much 
wore pleaſure and ſatisfaction in liſtening to, than in making 
ay attempt to draw their attention towards me, I ſhall 
therefore only beg leave to add one more reaſon why I think it 
ght to give my voice and vote againſt theſe meaſures and 
mint the noble Lord's motion, which reaſon is, that I want 
futh to believe the compliments of foreign miniſters are as 
god a ſecurity for the ſafeguard of Great-Britain or of 
Hanover, as the German and Britiſh ſorces, that are ſhame- 
fully to be ſent to maſſacre his Majeſty's injured ſubjects in 
nerica, Whilſt we are left defenceleſs both by ſea and 


Mr, Jaliſſe faid, that as matters now ſtood, it was im- Mr. 7% 

poſſible to retreat, that conſequently troops muſt be had, in 

ner to carry the propoſed meaſure into execution, This 

vuld not be effected without à ſufficient force, and the pre- 

nt being the moſt feaſible means of procuring that force, 

Ir his part, he could not perceive how it was poſſible for 

7 perſon who approved of one, to conſiſtently object to the 

cher. | 

Mr, George Grenville obſeryed, that he had ſcarcely been Mr. Gerge 

Mz enough in public life to fix before now his ſentiments Grenville. 

dating to America, That he had no doubt of the right 

{ the Parliament to tax America, and conſequently muſt 

mcur in the cocrcive meaſures, He was far from ap- 

Wing all the ſteps adminiſtration had taken, but that 

t pretent the main point reſted on this alternative; ſhall 

© abandon America, or ſhall we recover our ſovereign- 

orer that country? The expence is to be ſure heavy, 
Aa a 2 and 
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and the terms now before us hard; but if we do not 


conſent to relinquiſh all our pretenfions at once, we had 
better make one effort more ; and if we ſhould miſcarry, well 
will, in that event, be- litle worſe than if we hencefort . 
deſiſted from all further pretenſions. K 
Governor Johnſtone inſiſted, that the paper- credit of Ame be 
rica was full as good as ours, and would anſwer every ef Wn 
fectual purpoſe that the paper-credit of Great Britain poſ 
ſibly could. He ſaid, he was furpriſed to hear an honourab 
member, early in the debate, deſcribe paper-credit as one o . 
the great pillars of this nation; he contended, that a love oi k 
liberty was ſufhcient to ſurmount all difficulties, and inſtance x 
the caſe of the Dutch in the reſiſtance they made to the op 
preſſion and tyranny of the Spaniards, who, on their recog 
nition as a free ſtate, by their cruel taſkmaſters, were in re 
debted in no leſs a ſum than ninety millions ſterling. li; 
Lord North expreſſed his ſurpriſe at hearing ſo much ſtre bo 
laid on the unpropriety of carrying on a war againſt our fel iſ 
low-ſubjefts. For his part, he always imagined, that a civil i 
war called moſt urgently for a ſpeedy and effectual ſuppreſ * 
ſion. Such wars were no novelties in this country, We ab 
not the Iriſh our fellow- ſubjects in 1690 ? Were not g 
Scotch ſo in 1715, and 1745? And did any perſon ever aſigi * 
it as a reaſon that thoſe rebellions ſhould not be cruſhed, be Mat 
cauſe the rebels were our fellow- ſubjects? He inſiſted, tha it 
the caſes of America and the United Provinces were extreme 4 
Iy different; that the latter was privately abetted, and pu fe 
licly ſupported ; and yet, if her commerce had been cut ot itt 
notwithſtanding all the aid ſhe derived from her powert Ira 
friends (as that ot America ſhortly will) ſhe muſt have bee 
obliged to ſubmit. | = © 
r. Fox obſerved, that his Lordſhip was never twice Wit 
the ſame temper, nor of the ſame opinion. A few nigh: 
ago his Lordſhip confeſſed he could not promiſe but thb 
ſome foreign power might interfere ; and now he re a{oned t L 
if he was certain, that America would be cut off from an 
ublic or private ſupport of foreign powers. Ile wiſhed b tle | 
ordihip would take one ſide or other of the argument, am: 
- adhere to it; for if he granted the poſſibility of ſuch an we 
terference, then his whole argument amounted to juſt nothin b ſe 
If, on the other hand, he was certain of a ſtrict neutrality © $ 


the part of France aiul Spain, he begged never again to he dent 
a ſyllable of a poſſibility of their interfering in the preici 
diſputes, _ xx 
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Lord George Germain defended the meaſure on the ground 
of neceflity. He quoted a number of precedents, to ſhew 
tat in every war or rebellion we had recourſe to foreigners 
o fight our battles, and to ſupport our government. His 
krdſhip adverted particularly to the ſeveral treaties, the num- 
ker of troops employed, the terms on which they were hired, 
nd the ſervices in which they were employed. 

Lord Barrington ſupported the motion, becauſe he owned Lord Bare 
hat recruits could not be procured on any terms. He con- "gin 
fred that the bargain was not ſo advantageous as he could 
have wiſhed; but it was, he was certain, the beſt that could 
k made, They had preſcribed the terms, and we were com- 
led by neceſſity to accept of them. 

Colonel Barre was ſevere on the laſt noble lord. He Col. Barre. 
minded him of the aſſurance he gave on a former occaſion, 
lat no foreign troops were meant to be employed. He 
oped he would not retort to his old apology, that he was not 
the cabinet; or, if he ſhould, that he would never more 
ak his own ſpeculations on the Houte, as originating from 
authority, on communications received from thoſe in the 
ubinet who were ſuppoſed to inſtruct and authoriſe him to 
me thoſe aſſurances. He turned then to the miniſter, and 
w ſevere on him and his colleagues in office, telling them 
Manly, that they were not fit to conduct the affairs of a great 
ation, either in peace or war. He attacked the treaties, 
ud thoſe who advited them, and pointed out the great dan- 
fr and riſque of introducing ſuch a number of foreigners 
mo the kingdom, aliuding to the caſe of Francis the Firſt of 
Ince, among many others, who experienced the inconve- 
kencies of fo hazardous an experiment. 

Corernor Johnſtone to explain; but proceeding to debate, Governor * 
e was called to order, as introducing new matter. The Job»fene. | 
aar being appcaled to, he was interrupted, and obliged 
ft down. 

Lord North anfwered ſeveral objections made to the treaties, Ld. North. 
bue!l as others relative to the ſtate of our navy at home. 
le faid that this country would not be in danger when the 
mament deſtined for America had failed, for we ſhould: till 

e tae uſual number of guardſhips, and it was not intended 
v end one line of battle {hip to that part of the world. 

Colonel Barre to explain. He ſaid, he was in the judg- Col. Bara 
zent ot the Houſe, if the noble lord at the head of the 
far department, did not ſtate 25,000 men, as the whole of 
de force intended for America for the ſervice of the year 
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Gen. Con- 


14. M. 


that country. He obierved, that adminiſtration one day pro 
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1796, on the day he preſented the military eftimates, adding 
at the fame time, that not a ſingle foreigner was to be taken 
into Britiſh pay. | 
+ . General Conway inſiſted that adminiſtration had mod 
ſhamefully, if not baſely, broke their word with Americ: 
reſpecting the circular letter wrote by lord Hillſborough te 
the ſeveral provincial aſſemblies, while ſecretary of ſtate fe 


feſs to relinquiſh all idea of a revenue; the next day the 
inſiſt on taxation; a third, they ſolely contend for ſupremac 
and commercial controul ; and again, we will not tax, by 
we will have a certain ſpecific ſum of money. He appealed 
to the candour and good ſenſe of thoſe who heard him, if i 
were poſſible for America to know what to do, or what ſht 
could depend on; for, ſuppoſing ſhe were willing to conſe 
to any one, or all of thoſe ſchemes, what certainty woule 
the have in ſuch a fluctuation of opinions, ſuch diſcordan 
ſeatiments, ſuch unſteadineis of counſels, but, that thi 
very next day the whole ſyſtem may be abandoned, and 
ſome new claim made upon them, perhaps the fruitful pa 
rent of a hundred more.” What was the conciliatory pro 
poſition of laſt year, taking it in the moſt favourable in 
terpretation, but the old claim of taxing, dreſſed in anothe 
garb ? In ſhort, he could ſee nothing but naked deſtructiot 
preſent itielf on every fide ; for, let America conſent, or le 
her reſiſt, he perceived, nay, he was perfectly ſatisfied, tha 
the ruin of this empire was inevitable. He treated the ide: 
of reducing America as impracticable and abſurd ; and if 1 
were not, he pronounced it at once cruel, oppreſſive, impol 
tic, ruinous, and unjuſt. 

Lord Mulgrave ſaid, he had ever approved of Mr, Gren 
ville's ſyſtem of colony-government ; that his propheſy w 
now literally fulfilled ; for he ſaid, if the ſtamp- act ſhoul 
be repealed, it would produce all the conſequences that has 
fiance happened. That the repealing that act was the cault 
of all our preſent diſputes ; and that whatever was thront 
out reſpecting his conduct, was equally untrue and ill- founded 
far as he was always againſt the repeal, ſo he was now il 
favour of coercive meaſures, never conſidering on which fd 
adminiſtration voted. : 

Lord Nerth, in reply to General Conway, pe wa 
not reſponſible for what Lord Hillſborough or any othe 
member of adminiſtration might have done or promiled be u 
fore he came into office ; yet if he had been one of. the ad | 
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iſers of that meaſure, he thought he could 1 pon him- 
gf on the conciliatory propoſition which he had the honour 
p ſubmit to the Houſe laſt year, for that went beyond any 
ing contained in the circular letter ſaid to be written by the 
Noble Lord. The propoſition ſecured the application of the 
duties to the ſgrvices of the colony where ſuch duties 
hould happen to ariſe, which plainly removed the only ob- 
eftion that had been reviouſly made to them, that of draw- 
19 the produce of ſuch duties into the Britiſh exchequer. 
Hs Lordſhip was then extremely jocular on ſome of the ar- 
ents made uſe of by Governor Johnſtone, General Con- 
ny, and Colonel Barre, relative to the native ſtrength of 
America, and the perfonal proweſs of its inhabitants, on the 
lingers of a foreign invaſion, and on the probable conſe- 
quences of introducing a body of foreigners into our domi- 
wons in America, and the miraculous effects of American 
r- credit. 


ndicule, his political witticiſms, and ironical ſtrictures. He 
tſerved, that his Lordſhip one day came down to the Houſe 
ith a very grave ſerious argumentative air, and told the 
euntry gentlemen, that they ſhould have a revenue, for it 
ns the very point in iſſue. The next he changed his tone, 
ad as gravely affirmed, that nothing was farther from his 
ntentions ; for it was the ſupreme legiſlative power of 
buliament that employed all his ſleeping and waking 
boughts ; a paltry trifling revenue was beneath the dignity 
ad wife conſideration of a Britiſh Parliament. Again, the 
pute only related to the deſtruction of the tea at Boſton ; 
rither the revenue nor ſupremacy made any part of the 
wntroverſy, At the beginning of the ſeſſion not a ſingle 
breigner was intended to be employed; now nothing is to 
k effected without the aid of foreign mercenaries ; but if ne- 
fllity ſhould compel us to employ foreigners, it was only be- 
aule they could be procured upon cheaper terms. The ne- 
effity is arrived; but the pretence of cheapneſs is at once 
Wndoned ; for it turns out, that for every thouſand fo- 
Rners we have taken into our ſervice, we ſhall pay as much 
v for one thouſand five hundred natives. If his Lordſhip 
Rs charged with being the promoter of thoſe meaſures, the 
lat was denied, he only co-operated with the reſt of the 
g's ſervants; if they were attributed to any other ſet of 
den, he inſtantly put in his claim to the whole merit. If he 
us reproached with verſatility of ſentiment, or contrariety 


r. Burke complimented his Lordſhip on his talents for Mr. Burks 
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Mr. Stan- 


Sir George 


Mr. REI. Mr. Rigby obſerved, that in the beginning of the ſeſſiot 


the right honourable gentleman [Colonel Barre] who ha 
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of opinion, he laughed at his opponents, and turned the who! 


into a mere matter of ridicule. So that, on the whole, ſupre 


macy or no ſupremacy, revenue or no revenue, foreigners o 


natives, cheapneſs or dearneſs, reſponſibility or no retpon 
fibility, his Lordſhip ſeemed to regard very little, the who! 
was made to end in a joke; promiſes, reaſons, and arguments 
were made to yield to miniſterial pleaſantry and good-humour 
the Houſe was made merry, a laugh was created, and the 
mere grumblers were, as they deſerved, turned into ridicul 
and contempt. | 

Mr. Stanhope condemned the meaſures purſued by adminif 
tration, as leading us into conſequences of a moſt ſerious an 
alarming nature. He inſiſted, that the means propoſed to 
carry them into execution, were not leſs exceptionable thi 
the policy which gave birth to them; and if perſiſted in, mu 
not only cauſe the entire loſs of America, but muſt ſubj& u 
to additional burthens we ſhould never be able to bear. 

Sir George Savile entered into feveral comparative compu 
tations, relative to the terms of the preſent treaties; and ſhew 
ed, that it was never known fince the preſent cuſtom of hir 
ing mercenary troops prevailed, that fo diſgraceful or dear 
bargain had been made, even when the total diſſolution of th 
eſtabliſhed form of government had been' threatened, and re 
bellions had exiſted in the very bowels of the kingdom. 


oppoſition objected, that the military eſtimates were too low 
and not adequate to the purpoſes of abſolute coercion, ye 
now that defect was attempted to be remedied, they wer 
ready to oppoſe the increaſed expence ; and ſeemed reſoved tt 
find fault in either event. He ſaid he ſhould not be ſurpriſe 
to hear them find fault with the war itſelf, but he contelle 
he was aſtoniſhed to hear them condemn-the moſt effectu 
mode of obtaining the objects for which only it was ſet of 
foot, that of compelling America to return to a ſtate of obe 
dience. They might indeed controvert the juſtice of th 
war, but he could not poſſibly conceive how they could oppol 
thoſe who were already convinced of its juſtice, contrary | 
their own expreſs ſentiments, declared in parliament, Amon 
the reſt, he expreſſed his aſtoniſhment at what had fallen fro 


condemned the war as impolitic, ruinous, and unjuſt, 
he recollected, that that very gentleman had both ſpoke an 
woted for the Boſton port-bill, which was the great leadin 
and fundamental baſis, and cauſe of the preſent civil war: 
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Colonel Barre to explain. He owned the charge ; but he Col. B 


contended, it proceeded from miſtake and miſinformation ; 
for the miniſter had given the moſt explicit and fulleſt aſſu- 
races that the merchants of Boſton had defired ſuch a bill; 
and that the people of the Maſſachuſets bay would, as ſoon as 
it was paſſed, immediately return to their duty. Experience, 
however, had taught him what degree of credit any official 
or miniſterial information deſerved : if therefore he ſhould 
erer happen to offend in the ſame way, he muſt do it with 
iseyes open; for at preſent, all communications from either 
the miniſter or his colleagues in office, if they at all deſerved 
attention, it was only to underſtand them in a direct contrary 
enſe to what thoſe communications obviouſly imported. 


Mr. Alderman Bull. I cannot, Sir, at this time, forbear Nr. Alder. 
tbexpreſs my aſtoniſhment and concern, that early in the man Bl. 


preſent ſeſhon ſo many gentlemen ſhould have been prevailed 
won, by any conſiderations, to ſtand forth in the moſt ſerious 
ad ſolemn manner, to approve and ſanctify thoſe cruel and 
arbitrary meaſures which were recommended, and have been 
ally carried into execution, by an unfeeling, an unrelent- 
ng adminiſtration, who have dared to abuſe the throne by 
tieir wicked and ſanguinary councils, and whoſe whole con- 
duct has proved them entirely deſtitute of every principle of 
pltice, humanity, and the religion of their country. Their 
ulatiable thirſt for Proteſtant blood has been long evident; 
ad it cries aloud to Heaven for vengeance, as well as for the 
pt indignation of a long abuſed, inſulted, oppreſſed people. 
Toexult in the deſtruction of our moſt valuable commercial 
ends, and Proteſtant fellow-ſubjeQs ; to pray that the ſame 
torrid ſcenes may be repeated; that war, Jciolation, and 
dloodſhed may prevade the whole continent of America, un- 
{ls it ſhall bow its devoted head to Popery, to poverty, to 
the moſt abje& and ignominious ſlavery, were not the fact 
on record, would be thought incredible! That record, Sir, 
02 nation profeſſing a regard to liberty, and the rights of 
lumanity, will remain an eternal monument of reproach. 
Ar, is 1t certain, is it probable, that the exertions of mi- 
nal tyranny and revenge will be much longer permitted? 
lat there will be no appeal to ſtop the further effuſion of Pro- 
ſtant blood? Or can it be expected that the people of this 
untry, reducing by thouſands to beggary and want, will 


main idle ſpectators till the ſword is at their breaſts, or | 
iragoons at their doors ꝰ God forbid ! I am not inſenſible 


much profeſſions of patriotiſm are become a ſubject of 
Vor. I 2 B b b ridicule. 
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; ridicule. To the aſtoniſhment of the world, the love of our 
country has been ridiculed within theſe walls, And yet, Sir, 
this ſhall not reſtrain'me. While I will uniformly withold 
the offer of my life and fortune in ſupport of miniſterial def. 
potiſm, I wiſh it to be underſtood, that whenever an occaſion 
may call for it, I will chearfully ſacrifice both in defence of 
the liberties of the people. | 

The war that you are now waging, is an unjuſt one; it is 
founded in oppreſſion, and its end will be diſtreſs and diſgrace, 
Let not the hiſtorian be obliged to ſay that the Ruſſian and 
the German ſlave was hired to ſubdue the ſons of Engliſhmen 
and of freedom; and that in the reign of a Prince of the 
houſe of Brunſwick, every infamous attempt was made to ex. 
tinguiſh that ſpirit which brought his anceſtors to the throne, 
2 ſpite of treachery and rebellion ſeated them firmly 
upon it. | 

x ſhall not now trouble the Houſe any further, than to de- 
clare my abhorrence of all the meaſures which have been 
adopted againſt America; meaſures equally inimical to the 
principles of commerce, to the ſpirit of the conſtitution, and 
to the honour, to the faith, and the true dignity of the Bri- 
| tiſh nation, 

At a quarter after two, the queſtion on Lord North's mo- 
tion was put, and agreed to by a majority of 242 to 88, 


1 


fi ACCOUNT of EXTRAORDINARY SERVICES incurred, and paid | 
the right honourable Richard Rigby, paymaſter-general of his Majeſty 
forces, between the geh of March, 1775, and the 31/t of January 
1776, and not provided for by Parliament. 
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2 26. To bills of exchange drawn by major general 
g Boyd, lieutenant governor of Gibraltar, for 
public ſervices there - - 13216 -34 
Dec. 4. To a bill of exchange drawn by lieutenant 
colonel Samuel Townſhend, for freight, land- 
ing, and carriage, of cloathing, arms, &c. k 
for additional companies to be raiſed in Ire- 
land, for the ſeveral regiments ſerving in 
North America — - rn 
Yay 6. To bills of exchange drawn by Guy Carle- 
ton, eſq. for public ſervices - 17483 11 f 
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4 To bills of exchange drawn by H. T. 


Cramahe, eſq. for public ſervices = 
To ditto drawn by William —— > 
for public ſervices - 
To ditto drawn by Willam Stuart, 600 for 
mb. public ſervices - 
ſu, 13. To ditto drawn by Thomas Storer, for a a 
cargo of flour Ropped 1 in Tons by the earl 
175, of Dunmore 
. 31. To Thomas Harley and Henry Drum- 
mond, eſqrs. to be by them applied and in- 
veſted in the purchaſing — and Portu- 
gal coins, for the uſe and ſervice of his Ma- 
jeſty's forces in North America 21500 © © 
fur 14. To ditto, to be by them ap- 
plied and "inveſted in pur- 
chaſing ditto, for the uſe of 
the forces in ditto. - — 20000 © 0 
ys, To ditto for the ſervice of 
the forces in ditto - - - 10000 © o 
12, Jo ditto for the ſervice of | 
the forces in ditto. - — 30000 © © 
29, Toditto for the ſervice of 
the forces in ditto - - = 10000 © o 


* 


f .. To ditto for the ſervice of 
0 the forces in ditto - = = 10000 © © 
"7 WW. i;, To ditto for the ſervice of 
dhe forces in ditto — - 20000 © © 
E. 2. To ditto for the ſervice of 
the forces in ditto - 48990 8 9 
14, To ditto for the ſervice of | 
the forces in ditto -  - - 20000 © o 
9.14, To ditto for the ſervice of 
b the forces in ditto - - 20000 © o 


16. To ditto for the ſervice of 


30. To ditto for the ſervice of 
the forces in ditto - - 20000 © © 
To ditto for the ſervice of 
the forces in ditto - - = 20000 © © 
7. Toditto for the ſervice of 
the forces in ditto - =- = 20000: © © 
B b b 2 


the forces in ditto = - 18318 16 4 


„ 


1000 o 
5100 © 


2492 12 


2284 15 


361 
4 


To 
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* To ditto for the ſervice of 

1776. the forces in ditto - - = 20000 © © 
2 16. To ditto for the ſervice of 

the forces in ditto - — 20000 © © 
20. To ditto for the ſervice of 

the forces in'ditto - — 20000 © o 
To ditto for the ſervice of 

the forces in ditto - 20000 © 0 
To ditto for the ſervice of 

the forces in ditto - 20000 © © 
To ditto for the ſervice of 

the forces in ditto - - = 20000 © o 


Fan. 29. To Sir Thomas Mills, receiver general 
of the revenucs in the province of Quebec, 
to enable him to carry on payments for the 
ſervice of civil government there, by way of 
: impreſt, and upon account - — 
July 25. To John Pownal, efq. for procuring proper 
preſents for the Indians bordering on the colo- 
nies in North America. = 

ov. 7. To Robert Grant, eſq. and Co. for the like 
ſum due to them for 2 50 barrels of pork ſup- 
lied by them, for the uſe of the forces in 

North America 
14. To Anthony Bacon, eſq. in a full diſcharge 
of the like ſum due to him for coals and po- 
tatoes, ſent by him to North America, for 
the ule of the forces there 
Nov. 23. To Gilbert Hagen, merchant, for and on 
| behalf of Richard Coote, merchant, owner 
of a cargo of wheat and flour detained at 


the forces there - - 
OZ. 12. To Thomas Harley, 4 for fundry ſup- 
_ ſent to * for the uſe of the 
there 3 
J ditto in full ſatisſaction 
and diſcharge of the like ſum 
due to him for cloathing, ac- 
coutrements, &c. for a corps 
of his Majeſty's Canadian 
ſubjects 3 - 15606 6 © 


1775. — 408809 5 1 


Boſton, in North 3 for the uſe of 


6 11 
2513 Du 


A. 1776, 


| ; = & 
To William Brymer, for and on behalf of 
Archibald Buchanan and George Mathews, 
owners of a cargo of wheat and flour, ſecured 
by order of I!cutenant general Gage, for the 
ules of the forces in North America - 2478 9 2£ 
b. To Metirs. Mure, Son, and Atkinſon, in 
full ſatisfaction and diſcharge of the like fum 
due to them for hay, oats, and beans, ſent 
to North America for the uſe of the army 
there + = — „ 492 2-6 
To ditto for vegetables, 
vinegar, and caſks, ſent to 
! ditto for the uſe of the army 
r — 8797 16 3 
To ditto for ſheep and hogs | 
ſent to North America for 
the uſe of the forces there 98119 4 
0 To ditto for coals ſent by 
them to ditto for the uſe of 
ditto = - — '- 6380 14 2 
9 To ditto for a quantity of | 
ſtrong beer, ſent to ditto- for 
the uſe of ditto - - 13899 14 6 
v. To ditto for hay, oats, | 
4 beans, and ſundry ſtores, alſo 
for charges on goods ſhipped 
by them, for the uſe of ditto 10403 12 5 
Toditto for ſheep and hogs, | 
7 ſent by them to ditto for the 
uſe of ditto - - = = = 16241 $5 11 q 
To ditto coals ſent by them 
to ditto for the uſe of ditto 6288 17 9 
To ditto for porter, beer, 
ſent by them to ditto for the 4 
uſe of ditto = — 14700 16 4 
To ditto for vegetables, 20 
vinegar, and caſks, ſent by 
them to ditto for the uſe of 
ditto — — — 13031 8 10 
108487 18 o 


3. To Robert Adair, eſq. inſpector general of 
regimental infirmaries, to enable him to ſatis- 
fy ſuch bills, as are, or may be drawn upon 


tim for pay of divers extra ſurgeons and 


ſur· 


3% 
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1775. 
fargdon? s mates; in the ceded iſlands, &c. 
1000 © © 
Nev. 24. To ditto for ditto in ditto 1000 o o 
1776. 
J. 8. To ditto for ditto in ditto 205 0 © 
1775. * _ 


Apr. 29. To Arnold Neſbitt, Adam Drummond, 


and Moſes Franks, eſqrs. for victualling che 

forces in the garriſons of Quebec and Mon- 

treal, between 25th Oct. and 24th Dec. 

27 115 
To ditto for victualling the 

forces in the provinces of 

Maſſachuſet's Bay, New 

Vork, &E. between the 25th 

Sept. and 24th Dec. 1774; 

alſo for proviſions ſhipped at 

New-York, for the uſe of 

the forces at Boſton 7715 1 4 


May 19. To ditto for vittualling . 


the forces in ditto provinces, - 


between 25th Dec. 1774, ane | 
23d Feb. 3775 - - . 3815 12' 9 


June 26. Toditto for victvalling the 


forces in the provinces of 
Quebec and Montreal be- 
tween 25h Dec, 1774 and 


22d Feb. 1775 - — 850 o 7 


29. To ditto by way of ad- 
vance, but upon account, in 
conſideration of the number 
of men now ſtationed in 
America — 20000 o O 


July 21. Toditto for victualling the 


forces in th provinces of 
Maſſachuſet's Bay and New 
. between 24th Feb. and 


April, 1775 1 2482 "7 iy 


26. 10 = for p roviſions de- 
ee in the Illinois country, 
= 8th Aug. amy 20th, 


- - 1320 9 5 


774 
Aug. 12. wes ditto by. way of ner 


advance, but upon account, 


— 8 


fc 
0 
ky 
/ 
D 
F 
de 
at 
8 
I 


"S> 


1 


0 


pb. 


in conſideration of the num- 
ber of men now ſtatianed in 
America - - 


g. To ditto for victualling the 


forces in the garriſons of 
Quebec and Montreal, be- 
tween 24th of Feb. and 24th 
— 7 - — 

To Arnold Neſbitt, Adam 
Drummond, and Moſes 
Franks, efqrs. for proviſions 
delivered from the magazines 
at Montreal, between 1 3th of 
Sept. 1774, and 15th April, 


1 — — — 

5 ditto for victualling the 
forces in the provinces of 
Maſſachuſet's Bay and New 
York, between 25th of April 
and 24th June, 1775 - 


. To ditto for victualling 


the forces at Quebec and 
Montreal, between 25th of 
April and 24th June, 1775, 
and for proviſions forwarded 
to the King's ſtorehouſes, for 
the uſe of the troops in the 
gerriſons of Chamblie and 
dt. John - - - 
To ditto for victualling 


New-York and Maſſachuſets 
bay, between 25th June and 
2th Auguſt, 1975 — 
Io ditto for proviſions de- 
livered from the magazines at 


ule of the forces at Boſton 
lyered from the magazines at 


Montreal, between the 16th 
April and 14th OR. 1775 = 


the forces in the provinces of 


Jo ditto for proviſions de- 


DE BAT B 8. 


Gebee and Montreal, for the 


50 O 0 

6 
4777 15 10 
5314 18 3 
1337 16 7 
11148 18 8 
12348 3 11 


- 8700 16 2 
To ditto by way of further ” - {58 =-0 


ad Vance, 


— 
—  — —— — 
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1776. 6 
advance, but upon account, 
in conſideratfon of the num- 
ber of men now ſtationed in 
1775. North America — — 
Fuly 21. To Richard Vernon Sadlier 

eſq. for proviſions iſſued to 
the forces at Halifax in Nova 
Scotia, between 12th Dec. 
1774, and goth April, 1775 
Nev. 25. To ditto for proviſions 
iſſued to the forces at ditto 
between 1ſt May and 20th 
Aug. 1775 - _——_— 
Apr. 11. To Chriſtopher Bethell, eſq. 
executor to — late Edward 
Codrington, eſq. for pro- 
vifions ſued 88. a in 
Weſt Florida, between 25th 
April and 24th Aug. 1774; 
for proviſions iſſued to John 
Campbell, engineer, between 
3d ]: . 1772 and 1ft jan. 
1774, for proviſions iſſued to 
perſons under the directions 
of engineer Durnford, be- 
tween 1ſt Aug. 1773, and gift 
July, 1774; for proviſions 
iſſued to the civil branch of 
ordnance, between iſt Oct. 
1773, and goth Sept. 1774, 
and for condemned proviſions 
Toditto for proviſions iſſued 

to the forces inditto, between 
25th Aug. and 24th Oct. 
1774, for proviſions received 
by Mr. Williams, acting 
commiſſary of ſtores, between 
25th June, 1771, and 23d 
Feb. 1794, and for con- 
demned proviſions 18 
Nov, 21, To ditto for proviſions 
iſſued to the forces in ditto, 
between 25th Oct. 1774, and 


10000 0 © 


I 


972 13 © 


562 19 6 


3103 9 1! 


2005 © 2 


Vox. 


\ 1776. 4 vw os 9 Ch gt wy 


4 * 
3 23d Feb. 1775; for provi- 
ſions ſupplied the hoſpital ſur- 
geon, between 25th Dec, 
1773, and 24th Dec. 1774, 
for bread furniſhed in lieu of 
flour, and for extra expences 
in baking biſcuit - - - 1827 1 5 
Jr, 31. To John Stephenſon and 
John Blackburn, efqrs. con- 
tractors for victualling the 
forces in Weſt Florida, by 
way of impreſt, and upon ac- 
count — — — 100 800 
Jy 29. To ditto by way of advance, 
and upon account, for victu- 
alling the forces in ditto - 1500 © © 
4. 29. To Witter Cuming and 
Kender Maſon, eſqrs. for 
victualling the forces at St. 
Auguſtine, in Eaſt Florida, 
between 25th Oct. and 24th 
Dec, 1774 - „ ont ©. 
W. 2. To ditto for proviſions 
iſſued to the forces in the gar- 
riſon of St. Auguſtine, be- 
tween 25th Dec. 1774, and 
24th April, 1775, and for 
proviſions iſſued to the out- 
ports dependent on that gar- 
riſon, between 21ſt Sept. 
1774, and 4th May, 1775, 
and alſo for condemned pro- 
_— - (10901 10 


—— 


111159 12 

Towards the expence of 
proviſions delivered to thirteen 
battalions of foot in North 
America, Nova Scotia, and 
Newfoundland, &c.--- Apply 
the ſum voted upon eftimates, 
1775, for that ſervice, viz. 


13958 19 44 
Vol. III. "= Cc-c 


Alſo 
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FRO Alſo the ſums 
3 for pro- 
viſions deliver- 


ed to the ſaid 
battalion, be- 
tween25th June 
1774, and 24th 


June, 1775 - 19751 5 22 


Apr. 29. To John Durand, eſq. for 
roviſions iſſued to the troops 
in Grenada, between iſt Oct. 
and 31ſt Decem. 1774 
May 19. Io ditto for proviſions ſhip- 
ped from the iſland of Grena- 
da to the iſland of St. Vin- 
cent — — - — 
June 30. To ditto for proviſions 
iſſued in the iſland of Grena- 
da, between iſt Jan. and 3 iſt 
March, 1775, and for pro- 
viſions ſhipped to the iſlands 
of Tobago and Dominica - 
Aug. 28, Toditto for proviſions ſhip- 
ped to the iſlands of Tobago, 

St. Vincent, and Dominica 
Nov. 2. To ditto for proviſions iſſued 
and condemned in the iſland of 
GR. -.- - = 
Dec. 16. To ditto for freight of 
proviſions from Grenada to 
the other ceded iſlands, in 
lieu of all charges and ex- 
pences for 2 years, due the iſt 
1776. OR. 1775 - - - 
Fan. 16. Todittofor proviſions ſhip- 
ped and depoſited in the iſland 
of Dominica - >. 34 


33710 4 7 


a 
4120 8 © 
2211 13 © 
6067 4 1 
1657 16 4 
2000 © 0 
603 16 5 


A. 177 
4.3 


11449 7 7 


74 


l. 


Ibo 


Jun 


776 


an, 


# 2 

; Towards the expence of 

proviſions delivered to the 

regiments in the ceded iſlands. 

Apply the tum voted upon 

eſtimates, 1775, for that 

ſervice - - - | - 343497 123 9 

1776. — 

Wn To Samuel Smith, eſq. for inſurance on 
proviſions ſent to Gambia and Senegal, be- 
tween 25th Junc, 1773, and 31ſt Dec. 1774 
for agent's ſalary at James Fort, Gambia, 
from 1ſt Aug. to 31ſt Dec. 1774, and for 
ſundries ſupplied the hoſpital and fick at Se- 
negal, from ditto to ditto - 305 9 9 

fur 26, To ditto for victualling the 
forces at Gambia, between 
11th Aug. and 24th Nov. 
1774 2 = ” 8 

49. 24. To ditto for victualling the 

forces at Senegal, between iſt 

Jan. and 31ſt March, 1775 1041 15 8 

08.25. Toditto for victualling the 

forces in the province of Se- 

negambia, between 25th Nov, 

and 31ſt Mar. 1775 „„ 017 2 

. 25. To ditto for victualling the 

forces at Senegal, between 1 

April and goth june, 1775; 

for agents ſalary at James Fort 

Gambia, and for ſundries ſup- 

plied the hoſpital and ſick, be- 

tween iſt Jan. and goth June, 

„„ ---- - 

an, 16. To ditto for victualling the 
forces at Senegal, between the 


1ſt July and 3oth Sept. 1775 949 2 6 | 


— — 


386 19 3 


414 3 8 
Towards the expence of 
proviſions delivered to the 
corps in Africa. Apply the 
ſum voted upon eſtimates, 
1775, for that ſervice - - 2321 14 104 


Cech 


4310 7 9 


1822 8 21 
Arr. 
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1775. 

Apr. 29. To Zachary Philip Fonnereau, eſq. and 
Sir Meyrick Burrell, bart. for victualling 
the garriton of Gibraltar, between the 26th 
Dec. 1774, and 1gth Feb. 1775 4929 14 9 

June 30. To ditto for victualling the 

forces at ditto, between 20th 


Feb. and 16th April, 1775 7 


July 21. To ditto for victualling the 
forces at ditto, between 17th 
April and 14th May, 1775 2530 13 8 
Aug. 28. To ditto for victualling the 
forces at ditto, between 15th 
May and 11th June, 1775 9 
Sept. 9g. To ditto for victualling the 
forces at ditto, between 12th 
une and gth July, 177 5 7 
Nov. E To — 90 „ Aualing the 85 
forces at ditto, between 10th 
July and 6th Auguſt, 1975 2542 17 2 
Dec. 7. Toditto for victualling the 
forces at ditto, between 7th 
Aug. and 1ſt Oct. 1775 — 5085 8 3 
To ditto for inſurance on 
proviſions, iftued at ditto, be- 
tween 5th Sept. 1774, and iſt 
OR. 1775 - | - $26. 3 9 


5 235695 17 10 
Towards the expence of pro- 
viſions delivered to the reg. at 
at Gibraltar. Apply the ſum 
voted upon eſtimates, 1775, 


1770. 
Yan. 16. To Thomas Harley, eſq. for proviſions 


ſent by him for the ſupply of the garriſon of 


1775. Minorca - - FF, 2 
Mar. 31. To Anthony Bacon, eſq. for proviſions 
and forage delivered to the troops in the Iſle 
of Man, between iſt Oct. 1774, and 2d 
an. 1775 - 288 11 11 
Aug. 28. To ditto for proviſions and 
forage delivered to the troops 


for that ſervice - =- = - 24307 17 32 


1388 o 6 


A 


l 


I 


A. 1776. 
775 


May 12. 


ne 
in ditto, between 2d Jan. and 
8th Mar. 1775 - _ »} - 2s We. 
To Anthony Bacon and Lewis Chauvet, 


eſqrs. for 37 negrocs, furmſhed and em- 
pioyed by them in the iſland of Tobago, be- 
tween 3oth June and 1ſt Oct. 1774; for 
101 negroes in the iſland of Dominica, be- 
tween iſt Oct. and 31ſt Dec. 1774, inelud- 
ing travelling charges ; for 52 negroes fur- 
nithed by them in the iſland of Grenada, be- 
tween 1ic Oct. and 31ſt Dec. 1774, who 
have been ſupplied and victualled by them, 
and for duties paid on negros 1392 7 O 


June 30. To ditto for 133 negroes 


455. 12. 


furniſhed and employed in the 

iſland of St. Vincent from iſt 

Oct. to 31ſt Dec. 1774, in- 

cluding travelling charges, and 

for 51 negroes in the ifland of 

Grenada, between iſt Jan, and 

31ſt March, 1775, who were 

jupplied and victualled by 

them - - - - 
To Anthony Bacon and 

Lewis Chauvet, efqrs. for 

160 negroes furniſhed and em- 

ployed, ſupplied and victualled 

bo them, in the iſland of St. 
incent from 31ſt Dec. 1774, 

to 5th March, 1777 - 926 16 8 
To ditto for 36 negroes in 

the iſland of Tobago, between 

the zoth of Sept. 1774, and 

the 1ſt of Jan. 1775; for 62 

negroes in ditto iſland, between 

the 31ſt of Dec. 1774, and iſt 

of April, 1775, and for 89 ne- 

groes in the iſland of Domini- 

ca, between iſt Jan, and 31ſt 

Mar. 177 5, furniſhed, employ- 

ed and vi ctualled by them 1136 3 2 


1085 13 8 
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Nov. 14. To ditto for 51 negroes in 

the iſland of Grenada, for 154 

negroes in the iſland of St. 

Vincent, for 95 negroes in the 

iſland of Dominica, between 

1ſt April and 3oth June, 1775, 

and for 95 negroes in the ſaid 

iſland of Dominica, between 

iſt July and goth Aug. fur- 

niſhed, employed and victual- 

led by them — 2237 9 10 


5 6778 10 4 
Mar. 31. To John Maſterton and Sir John Ingliſh 
bart. in full ſatisfaction of the like tum, charges 

of oatmeal, firing, candles, &c. furniſhed to the A 
forces quartered in the ſeveral garriſons and 
barracks in North Britain, from iſt Jan. to 
31ſt Dec. 1774 - 1666 6 5 

June 12. To lieut. col. James Maſ- 
terton, for loſſes ſuſtained on 
account of the uncommon ad- 
vanced price of oatmeal ſup- 
plied by him to the troops in 
the northern forts and bar- 
racks between 1ſt Jan. 1774 
and iſt Jan. 17975 - - 

Nov. 28. To H. Bland Gardiner and 
James Kempt, eſq. for neceſ- 
ſaries for the uſe of the forces 
in North Britain 2864 2 3 


854 16 8 


* 5385 5 4 
Apr. 12. To W. Stukeley in full ſatisfaction of the 


like ſum expended by him in providing and re- 
airing utenſils for the uſe of the barracks at 
— and for furniſhing coals and can- 
dles for the uſe of the forces in the ſaid barracks 105 13 9 
Ju 26. To Andrew Clinton, efq. to enable him to 
| provide coals and candles for the uſe of the 75. 
forces that are or may be in the barracks at 1 27 
Plymouth dock - - 500 © © 
To ditto, in full ſatis faction 
of the like ſum expended by 
im in providing coals, candles 


and ſundry utenſils for the uſe 


116, 


on, It 


Ml 4.1716. IS I Gees. 


1775. 13 
of the forces quartered in the 


citadel of Plymouth and St. 
Nicholas iſland, from 25th 
ib. Dec. 1774 to 24th June, 1775 287 3 5 
Jan. 29. To ditto for coals, candles, 
and ſundry utenſils for the uſe 
of the troops quartered in do, 
from - 24th June to 24th Dec. 


1775 — - - 277 16 © 


1775. — 0 1064 19 5 

04. 27. To Geo. Blunt, eſq. late agent to gen. Chol- 

mondeley, deceaſed, for graſs money for the 

6th reg. of dragoons in the ſummer, 1775 

126 15 6 

D. 4. To lieut. gen. Carpenter 

for ditto, for the 4th reg. of 

dragoons, in ditto ſummer 232 12 © 
To gen. Moſtyn for ditto, 

for the 1ſt reg. of dragoon 

guards, in ditto ſummer 292 13 6 
To Sir George Howard for 

ditto for the 7th reg. of dra- 

goons, in ditto ſummer— 165 2 © 
To major gen. Burgoyne for 

ditto for the 16th reg. of dra- 

goons, in ditto ſummer - 126 5 © 
To major gen. Fitzroy for 

ditto for the 3d reg. of dra- 


goons, in ditto ſummer — 213 14 8 

8. To the earl of Pembroke 

= for ditto for the 1ſt reg. of 
dragoons, in ditto ſummer 120 3 


To major gen. Johnſton for 
ditto for the 11th reg. of dra- 
176. goons, in ditto ſummer - 382 14 3 
n. 19, To the earl of Penmure for 
ditto for the 2d reg. of dra- 
5. goons, in ditto ſummer — 165 2 © 
U. 27, i To Sir John Mordaunt for 
ditto for the 10th reg. of dra- 
goons, in ditto ſummer , = 120 5 0 


3 9 


1775 


7 - — 
31. To Sir David Lindſay, 
bart. for one year's pay, as 
aid-de- camp to His Majeſty, 
from 7th Aug. 1772 to 6th 
Aug. 1773, both incluſive 
Io ditto for 363 days pay, 
as ditto to ditto, from 7th Aug. 
1773 to 4th Aug. 1774, both 
incluſive - - - 
April 14. To capt. And. Frazer for 
177 days allowance, as com- 
miſſary for inſpecting the Cu- 
nette forts and batteries at 
Dunkirk, from 11th Oc. 
1774 to 5th April, 1775 
Dec. 4. To ditto for 188 days al- 
lowance, as ditto at ditto, 
from 6th April to 1oth Oct. 
9 - 9 
May 31. Io Charles Gould, eſq. for 
275 days pay of the late ma- 
jor-general Bradſtreet, as de- 
puty quarter maſter general in 
North America, from 25th 
Dec. 1773 to 25th Sept. 1774 
To Meſſrs. Cox and Mair 
for 183 days pay of nine ad- 
ditional ſurgeons mates to tlie 
5Foth reg. of foot ſtationed in 
Jamaica, from 25th June to 
24th Dec. 1774 - - 
April 28, To lieut. col. Dalrymple 
for 333 days pay, as major ge- 
neral with anaid-de-camp,du- 
ring the expedition againſt the 
Charibbs, in the iſland of St. 
Vincent, from 26th May, 
| 1772 to 23d April, 1773 
June 30. To major general Haldi- 
mand for 365 days pay, as 
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Mar. 24. To Jeremiah Meara, eſq. for 963 days pay, 
as ſtore-keeper to fort Frederick in North 
America, from 1ſt Jan. 1796 to 28th Aug. 


144 9 © 
200 © © 
198 18 1 
265 10 © 
232 0 © 
137 10 © 
278 10 6 
832 13 © 


1.1776. 1 D E B-A-T- E -S. 
3 | EE 
* major general in North Ame- IT 4. © 
rica, with an aid-de-camp, 
from 25th Dec. 1773 to 24th 
Dec. 1774 - 3 
4g. 3. To Meffrs, Roſs and Gray 
for the pay of nĩne additional 
ſurgeons mates to the iſt bat- 
talion of the Goth reg. of foot 
at Jamaica, from 25th Dec. 
1773 to 24th Dec. 1774 $53 4 1 
Du. 8. To ditto for 182 days pay 
of nine additional ſurgeons 
mates to the 1ſt batt. of the 
both reg. of foot at Jamaica, 
from 25th Dec. 1774 to 24th _ 
June, 1775 75 30 3 
Ju 26, To lieut. col. St. Leger for 
146 days pay, as. ſuperinten- 
dant of the recruiting ſervice, 
from 25th Dec. 1774 to 1914 
_ 1775 5 „ 
o col. Charles Grey, for | 
the difference between his | 
boy, a heut, col.or gs ... 7-2. 
late 98th reg. of foot, and his | - 
pay as aid-de-camp to his Ma- 15 
jeſty, for 562 days pay, from | 
the 11th June, 1773, to 24th "2 
Dec. 1774 3 | 
e. 28. To major generals, Evelyn, 
Preſton and How, in conſi- 
deration of their trouble and 
expences in reviewing the 
eee, 'darng the Fear . 
| — Eq 2737 10 © | 
No. 17. To col. Will. F 
days pay, as commiſſar 
2 — and — 
a body of Hanoverian infantry 
ſent to the garriſons of G1- | _ Ro) = 
braltar and Minorca, from ad 8 
Aug. 1775 to 2d Nov. fol- | 
lowing - - 465 © 8 | 
Vor. III. Ded d Nov. 


912 10 0 


Ag. 30. 


- „ 


ma 
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Nos 28. To lieut. col. Bentinck for 
821 days pay, as commandant 
in the iſland of Jerſey, from 
25th Dec. 1769 to 24th Mar. 
1776. 1772 1 8210 © 
Fan. 19. To col. Morriſon, for pay 
of his two aſſiſtants, as quar- 
ter maſter general, from 25th 
Dec. 1774 to 24th Dec. 1775 182 10 © 
27, To heut, Grant, for 365 
days allowance from 10th 
— 1775, to 8h April, 
177 - - - 
To major Hayman Rooke, 
for 365 days allowance, as ma- 
jor to the late g8th reg. of 
foot, from 25th Dec. 1774, to 


132 10 0 


Dec. 1775 - 273 15 o 
To George Munro, < as ! 
commiſſary of ſtores in North 


Britain, for 365 days, from 
ditto to ditto - _ = 
To lieut. col. Birch, for 
365 days allowance, in lieu 
of a troop of light dragoons, 
from ditto to ditto - 17 6 
To one year's allowance to | 
John Campbell, eiq. as ſuper- 
intendant and inſpector of In- 
dian affairs in the province of 
Quebeck, from 2d Oct. 1774, 
to 2d Oct. 1775 
1775. To Molineux Shuldam, 
eſq. for gg. Gays pay, as go- 
vernor of Newfoundland, &c, 
from 17th March to - 20th 
April, 177 =— - 2 10 0 
To Robert Duff, eſq. for : 
181 days pay, as governor of 
ditto, from 21ſt April to 21ſt 
Oct. 1775 9 6 


182 10 © 


4, 1790» „ 83-4 © EB: 


1. : 
4 19. To George Johnſtone, eſq. in diſcharge of 


the balance of his account as governor of 
Weſt Florida, between Sept. 1764 and Jan. 
576. 1767 - - 58 11 62 
75 2 33 
d. 24. Io lieut. gen. Pierſon, for 
59 drafts furniſhed to the goth 
reg. on its arrival at Jamaica, 
from the 36th reg. of foot 295 © © 
Mar. 31. To William Rice, ſurveyor 
of the horſe guards, to be by 
him paid over to ſeveral arti- 
ficers, for work done by them 
in repairs, &c, at Whitehall, 
Tilt-yard, St. James's, Ken- 
ſington, Somerſet Houſe, 
Hampton Court, &c. be- 
tween 24th Dec. 1767, and 
25th Dec. 1771 - 
To ditto, to be by him paid 
over to ditto, for work done 
by them at ditto, between 25th 
tor 1773, and 25th Dec. 
1774 I 1 . 
{rily., To John Trotter, * for 
hoſpital bedding and divers 
utenſils, for the uſe of the 
forces in North America 
28. To ditto, for hoſpital bed- 
ding, for the uſe of the forces 
at Boſton in North America 
Dr. 23. To ditto, for hoſpital bed- 
ding and divers utenſils, for 
the uſe of the forces in North 
America - - 
To ditto, for divers uten- 
fils, for the uſe of the forces in 
1776, ditto - - f 
jar, 29. To ditto, for hoſpital bed- 
ding, &c. for the uſe of the 
75. forces in ditto - - 
May 3. To Leonard Morſe, in con- 
ſideration of the expence he 
he hath been put to, as well 
dd 2 
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as the diligence he hath uſed 


in compiling a work, intitled, 
A lift of all the officers _- the 


g Rob 
o Robert "FEY elq. "for 


providing ſundry ſtores - for 
the hoſpital at Boſton © = 

To ditto, for his contin- 
gent expences, as inſpector ge- 
neral of regimental infirma- 
ries, from 25th Dec. 1774; to 
24th June, 1775 

To Whitwell Butler, eſq. 
for the rent of a houſe at Se- 
negal for the uſe of the chief 
juſtice of the province of Se- 
negambia for one year, ended 
the 7th of Feb. 1975 — 

To Meflrs. Cox and Mair, 
Roſs and Gray, and Meyrick, 
for ſundry expences incurred 
infurniſhing the recruit houfe, 
belonging to the brigade of 
foot guards, with coals, can- 
dles, &c. - 

To Kender Maſon and Co. 
for the expence of repairing 
the fort of St. Mark Apala- 
che in Eaſt Florida 

To John Ellis, eſq. for the 
purchate and keeping up of a 
ſchooner for the province of 
Weſt Florida, from 1ft Jan. 
1775, to iſt Jan. 1776 

To John Blackburne, mer- 
chant, for victualling and 
maintaining four veſſels, em- 
ployed on the lakes Cham- 
plain, Ontario, Erie and Hu- 
ron, in North America, from 
roth Nov. 1774, to 10th 


—̃ -- 


-- 


—_— 
285 2 
165 5 
60 © 


398 © 
37 12 
315 0 


1600 © 


A. 1756, 


S. 


4 
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575. 

15 26. To John Weatherhead, for 
a ſum of money diſburſed by 
him in becoming ſpecial bail, 
in the year 176), to lieut. 
Benjamin Roberts, in an ac- 
tion brought agaioſt the ſaid 
Roberts for the value of ſome 
rum which he had ſeized at 
the port of Michillimakinac 
in North America - 

To Gilbert Stanton, for the 
hire of a ſloop for the purpoſe 
of carring diſpatches from 
Senegal to London - 

To lieut. col. St. Leger, for 
his. contingent difburtements 
as ſuperintendant of the re- 
cruiting ſervice, from 25th 
Dec. 1774 to 24th June, 1775 

To col. Morriſon, for his 
contingent diſburſements as 
quarter maſter general, from 
ditto to ditto 3 

To ditto, for his ditto, as 
ditto, from 25th June to 24th 

ec. 1775 2 * 

To William Brummell, eſq. 
on account of expences incur- 
red at the examination of Chel- 
ſea penſioners in different parts 
of Ireland - — 

To George Carleton, for 
expences incurred by him in 
he embarkation and diſem- 
barkation of the troops at 
Corke in May, 1975 = 

To John i eſq. for 
wages, proviſions and expences 
of a ſcout boat employed in 
South Carolina, from 28th 
May, 1774, to 27th May, 


1775 8 22 
Vi, 24. To Jacob Wilkinſon, eſq. 
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1775 


governor of Eaſt Florida, for 
the purchaſing and keeping up 
of a ſchooner for the ſervice 
of the ſaid province, from aqth 


agent to lieut. col. Tonyn, 


Aug. 1775, to 29th Aug. 1776 417 5 o 


Dec. 4. Io Meſſrs. Roſs and Gray, 
for the expence of victualling, 
tranſporting, bedding, &c. of 
1700 recruits for the 60th reg. 
of foot, by way of impreſt and 
upon account 

14 To John Champion, for the 
hire of a ſchooner at Senegam- 
bia in Africa . - 


11560 © © 


70 © o 


1775+ 


Mar. 20. To lord Blayney, to reimburſe the non- 
commiſſioned officers and private men of the 

8th reg. of foot, the ſtoppages made for the 

urgeon and pay-maſter's allowance, from 


| 25th June to 24th Dec. 1774 

May 31. To Meſſrs. Cox and Mair, 
for ditto of ſundry regiments 

of foot, from ditto to ditto 
Fuly 26. To Meſſrs. Roberts, for dit- 
to of the 38th reg. from 25th 
Dec. 1774 to 24th June, 1775 
Aug. 3 To John Winter, eſq. for 
ditto for ſundry regiments of 
foot, from ditto to ditto, and 
for the allowance of bread- 
money for the 11th reg. of 

foot to 25th April, 1775 
To Meſſrs. Adair and Bul- 
lock, for paymaſters and ſur- 
geons allowances to ſundry 
regiments of foot, from 25th 


67 -©--8 
805 7 9 
57 8 
„ 


Dec. 1774, to 24th June, 1775 170 


To James Meyrick, for dit- 
to of ſundry regiments of foot, 
from ditto to — - 

| To Edward Biſhopp, eſq. 


556 


A. 1776. 
> SW 
38763 12 7 


ISL 


— 


ms. 


46. 3. 


(8. 17. 


A 13. 


n 


for ditto of the 5th and 29th 
reg. of foot, and for bread to 


the 29th reg. from ditto to ditto 


To Edmund Armſtrong 


eſq. for ditto of the 8th and 


32d reg. of foot, and for bread 
to the 320, from ditto to ditto 
To Adam Wood, eſq. for 


ditto of the 311t reg, of foot, 


from ditto to ditto, and for 
bread-money for the ſaid regi- 
ment, from g1ft Dec. 1774, 


to 5 une, 1775 


o Mefſlrs. Roſs and Gray, 
to reimburſe the non- com- 
miſſion officers and private 
men of ſundry regiments of 
foot, the ſtoppages made for 
the ſurgeons and paymaſters 
allowance, from 25th Dec. 
1774 to 24th June, 1775 

To Meſſrs. Cox and Mair, 
for ditto of ſundry regiments 
of foot, from ditto to ditto 


401 


295 15 


694 11 7 


751 12 4 


To Meſſrs. Cox and Mair, for his Ma- 
jeſty's allowance towards the enercaſed price 
of bread to the 36th reg. of foot, ſtationed at 
Dover caſtle, and a detachment of the 14th 
reg. of foot ſtationed at Archcliffe fort, from 


25th June to 24th Dec. 1774 
To lord Adam Gordon, for 
ditto to the 66th reg. of foot 


at Edinburgh caſtle, from 8th 


Dec. 1774, to 21ſt June, 1775 


Vit. 28. To ditto, for ditto to ditto 


. 27. 


reg. at ditto, from 22d June 
to 5th Sept. 1775 - 

To Meſſrs. Cox and Mair, 
for · ditto to the 36th reg. and 
a detachment of the 14th reg. 
of foot ſtationed at Dover caſtle 


295 16 11 
27 14-9 
121 13 6 
1 


. 


— RS: 


4513 14 5 


1016 4 © 
Mar. 


382 PARLIAMENTARY 


1 7 . 
„ 31. To major gen. Preſton, for providi 


horſe furniture and accoutrements for the 

ditional * and private men to the 17th 

reg. of dragoons - 630 9 © 
Nov. 13. To major gen. - Burgoyne, 

* ditto or the additional pri- 

vate — to the 16th reg. of | 

dra FE 315 4 6 
Dec. 4. > oak, gen. Elliot, for 

. for the additional ſer- 

jeants, corporals and private 

men to the 15th reg. of dra- 


goons 227 11. 


— 


ng 


May 31. To lieut. gen. Lambton, to replace ſun- 
dry .accoutrements and other appointments 
loſt by the 68th reg. of foot, upon the reduc- 


tion of the Charibbs at St. Vincent's, in the 


year 1772 - - 180 8 3 
Dec. 23. 3 Meyrick, eſq. to 
over. to ſundry officers 
of de 46th reg. of foot, for 
loſſes ſuſtained by them on 
board the tranſports forced into 
Milford Haven by the ſtormon 

1776. the 19th and 20th Oct. 1775 135 6 7 
Jan. 8. To major gen. Carleton, to 
replace ſundry accoutrements 
and cloathing belonging to the 
7th reg. of foot, confumed by 
2 at Boſton, in North Ame- 


1471 


rica, on 17th May, 1775 ©" 7 


To Meſſrs. Adair and Bul- 
lock, to reimburſe the lofles 
ſuſtained by the non-commiſ- 
ſon officers and private men 
of ditto regiment, whoſe ne- 
ceſſaries were conſumed by fire 


at ditto on the 19th of May, 


1725 - 140 0 © 


To lieut. gen. Urmſton, to 
replace accoutrements, &c. of 


the b th reg. of foot, conſumed 


— 


A. 1776, 


0 


by fire at Boſton, in North 
America, on 17th May, 1775 477 4 3 


— 1249 18 6 


10, To lord Adam Gordon, in lieu of 51 days 

off-reckonings for the additionals of the 

66th reg. of foot, that the aſſignment for the 

ſaid additionals may not be carried farther 

than the 5th July, 1776, incluſive, being the 

period of the affignment for their former 

numbers - - *3. 34 
To lieut. gen. Lambton, in 

lieu of 51 — pay for the 

ditto to the 68th reg. of foot 26 3 
To lieut. gen. Trapaud, in 

lieu of 51 days ditto for the 

ditto to the 7oth ditto - "5 3-4 
To Sir James Adolphus 

Oughton, 1n lieu of 51 days 

ditto for the ditto to the 31ſt 

ditto - - | 4 22 
To lieut. gen. Pierſon, in 

lieu of 51 days ditto for the 

ditto to the 36th ditto 13:3 4 
To major gen. Evelyn, in 

lieu of 92 days ditto for the 

ditto to the 29th ditto 135 11 11 
To col. Robinſon, in lieu of 

51 days ditto for the ditto to 

the 32d ditto - - 75: 34 
10 major gen. Mackay, in: 

lieu of 51 days ditto for the 

ditto to the 21ſt ditto 7555 
To col. Maxwell, in licu of 

5 days ditto for the ditto to 

the 67th ditto - 7 1. 

To lieut. gen. Armſtrong, 

in licu of 293 days ditto for 

the ditto to the 8th ditto . 729 1 3 

Jo lieut. gen. Hodgſon, in 

lieu of 293 days ditto for the 

ditto to the 4th ditto 29 2.1 

Io major gen. Carleton, in | 

cl. III. r. ee 
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lieu of 293 days ditto for the 
ditto to the 47th ditto 

To lieut. gen. Monckton, 
in lieu of 354 days ditto for 
the ditto to the 17th ditto 

To major gen. Howe, in 
lieu of 293 days ditto for the 
ditto to the 23d ditto 

To mayor Zen. Erle, in lieu 
of 293 days ditto for the ditto 
to the 28th ditto - 

To major gen. Pomeroy, 
in heu of 293 days ditto for 
the ditto to the 64th ditto 

To lieut. gen. Haviland, in 
lieu of 293 days ditto for the 
ditto to the 45th ditto 

To col. Maſſey, in lieu of 
293 days ditto for the ditto to 
the 27th ditto - 

To lord Blaney, in heu of 
293 days ditto for the ditto to 
the 38th ditto - 

1 earl Percy, in lieu of 
293 days ditto for the ditto to 
the 5th ditto 

To lord Robert Bale in 
lieu of 354 days ditto for the 
ditto to the 7th ditto 

To major gen. Scott, in lieu 
of 293 days ditto for the ditto 
to the 26th ditto - 

To major gen, Campbell, in 
lieu of 293 days ditto for the 
ditto to the 35th ditto 

To Sir Eyre Coote, in lieu 
of 293 days ditto for the ditto 
to the 37th ditto - 

To major gen. Maitland, in 


lieu of 293 days ditto for the - 


ditto to — 49th ditto - 
To the carl of Cavan, in 


129 


I 


880 16 


16 


A. 


. 
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4 lieu of 293 days ditto for the | 
ditto to the $5th ditto 1 | 
To col. Pigot, in lieu of 

293 days ditto for the ditto to 
the 15th ditto - . 
To Sir Will. Boothby, in 
lieu of 293 days ditto for the 
ditto to the 6th ditto 790 4 
To lieut. gen. Sandford, in 
licu of 354 days ditto for the 
ditto to the 10th ditto: 880 16 9 
To heut. gen. Keppel, in 
licu of 354 days ditto for the 
ditto to the 14th ditto 880 16 9 
To major gen. Giſborne, in 
lieu of 293 days ditto for the 
ditto to the 16th ditto 79 21 8 
To lieut. gen. Gage, in lieu 
of 354 days ditto for the ditto 
to the 22d ditto - 880 16 9 
To Sir Robert Hamilton, 
in lieu of 293 days ditto for 
the ditto to the 40th ditto 26 24 
To lieut. gen. Carv, in lieu | 
of 293 days ditto for the ditto | 
tothe 43d ditto - "29 1 
To gen. Abercromby, in 
lieu of 293 days ditto for the 
ditto to the 44th ditto 729 101109 
Toheut. gen. Clavering, in 6H 
licu of 293 days ditto for the 68 
ditto to the 52d ditto 729 111 
To major gen. Grant, in or 
lieu of 293 days ditto for the | 
Citto to the 63d ditto 1 
2). To lieut. gen. Urmſton, in 
lieu of 293 days ditto for the 
citto to the 65th ditto 729" 1 F I 
Fo col. Vaughan, in lieu of 
293 days ditto for the ditto to 
the 46th ditto - r 
24, To lord John Murray, in 
Eee 2 | lieu 


| 
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lieu of 231 days ditto for the * 


ditto to the 42d ditto 1137 15 8 
To ditto, in lieu of 292 days | 
ditto for the ditto to ditto reg. I 
Nov. 28. To Sir Charles — 2g 3 
in lieu of 353 days ditto for 
the ditto to the 2d ditto 3 8 
To the duke of Argyll, in 
lieu of 292 days ditto for the 
ditto to the iſt ditto 860 15 © 
To lieut. gen. Murray, in 
lieu of 292 * ditto for the 
ditto to the 1 3th ditto 430 7 6 
To lord George Lennox, in 
lieu of 292 days ditto for the 
ditto to the 25th ditto 430 7 6 
To the earl of Eglintoune, 
in lieu of 292 days ditto for 
the ditto to the 51ſt ditto 430 7 6 
Dec. 8. To major gen. Burgoyne, in 
lieu of 5o days ditto for the 
ditto to the 16th reg, of dra- 
goons - - 
15. To Sir Jeffery Amherſt, in 
lieu of 303 days ditto for the 
ditto to the Goth reg. of foot 893 3 6 
To col. Barlow, in lieu of 
292 days ditto for the ditto to 
the 61ſt ditto - 430 7 6 
To major gen. Sherrard, in 
lieu of 292 days ditto for the 


32 12 8 


ditto to the 69th ditto 430 7 6 Ju 
23. To lieut. gen, Elliott, in 
N lieu of 156 days ditto for the 
ditto to the 15th reg. of dra- 
goons - - 192 6 3 
| — — 29654 


Mar. 31. To ſieut. gen. Boſcawen, for the like ſum 
expended by him in providing divers camp 
neceſſaries for the 23d reg. of foot 

196 14 9 
To lieut. gen. Owen, for 


ditto for the 59th ditto 196 14 9 


A.1770. , 
I . 
* To major gen. Pomeroy, 
for ditto for the 64th ditto 
fpril 12. To lord Blaney, for ditto 
for the 38th ditto — 
To earl Percy, for ditto for 
the 5th ditto - - 
To lieut. gen. Hodgſon, for 
ditto for the 4th ditto 
To major gen. Carleton, for 
ditto for the 47th ditto 
To lieutenant general 
Sandford, for ditto, for the 
10th foot - - - 
To heut, gen. Keppel, for 
ditto, for the 14th foot - 
To Sir John Sebright, for 
ditto, for the 18th foot = 
To heut, gen, Gage, for 
ditto, for the 22d foot - 
To Sir Robert Hamilton, 
for ditto, for the 40th foot 
To lieut. gen. Cary, for 
ditto, for the 43d foot - 
To gen. Abercromby, for 
ditto, for the 44th foot - 
To licut. gen. Clavering, 
for ditto, for the 52d foot 
To maj. gen. Grant, for 
ditto, for the 63d foot - 
To lieut. gen. Haviland, 
for ditto, for the 45th foot 
June 23, To Lord Robert Bertie, for 
ditto, for the 7th foot - 
To maj. gen, Campbell, 
for ditto, for the 35th foot + 
To maj. gen, Maitland, for 
ditto, for the 49th foot - 
To colonel Maſſey, for 
ditto, for the 27th foot - 
Juy26, To maj. gen. Preſton, for 
ditto, for the 17th dragoons 
v.28, To lieut. gen. Monckton, 
for ditto, for the 17th foot - 


May 31. 


Lot. 11. 


Dr 


14 


14 
14 
18 
18 


18 
18 
18 
18 
18 
18 
18 
18 
18 
18 
18 
18 
18 
18 
12 


18 


0 9 


1775. 
To col. Vaughan, for ditto, 


for the 46th foot 
To maj. gen. Scott, for 
ditto, for the 26th foot — 
To lieut. gen. Gage, for 
camp equipage, as commander 
in chief in North America 
OZ. 23. Tomaj. gen. Erle, for camp 
neceſſaries for 28th foot - 
Dec. 15, To earl Cornwallis, for 
1776. ditto, for the 33d foot - 


i 


| | 


( 
4 
} 


5 


1 


| | 
| | 


Jan. 8, To may. gen. Carleton, for 
camp equipage, as commander 
in chief in the province of 
Quebec, &c. 

To maj. gen. Howe, for 
ditto, as commander in chief 
in North America <= _ - 

1775+ : 

June 23. To maj. gen. Preſton, for 
bas horſes to the 17th reg. of 
dragoons ordered to North 
America - - - 

To the colonels of the 22d, 

35th, 40th, 44th, 4gth, and 

3d regiments of foot, ordered 

to ditto - - - 

Aug. 2. To the colonels of the 15th, 
27th, 28th, 46th, and 57th 


horſes ordered to North Ame- 


rica - * 


| OH. 27. To the colonels of the 15th, 


37th, 53d, 54th, and 57th 
regiments of foot for ditto, 
ordered to ditto - — 
Dec. 8. To maj. gen. Burgoyne, fo 
ditto, to the 16th reg. of 


1776. dragoons, ordered to ditto - - 


Jan. 9. To the colonels of the 3d, 
gth, 11th, 20th, 24th, 29th, 
33d, 34th, and 62d reg. of 


186 18 
186 18 


1000 o 
186 18 
186 18 


1000 0 


1000 0 


70 O 


770 © 


regiments of foot for bas 


550 © 


550 © 
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O 


O 


8395 4 3 
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foot, for ditto, ordered to 


ditto - - - - < 990 © o 


Noe 1 3. To maj. gen. Preſton, for 


baggage horſes to the 17th 

reg. of dragoons, ordered to 

ditto - - - - 

To the colonels of the 22d, 

35th, 4oth, 44th, 45th, 49th, 

and 63d reg. of foot, for ditto, 
ordered to ditto - mY 

4g. 2. To the colonels of the 17th, 
27th, 28th, 46th, and 5 5th reg. 

of foot, for do. ordered to do. 
07,27. To the colonels of the 1 5th, 
37th, 53d, 54th, and 57th reg. 

of foot, for do. ordered to do. 

De. 15. To maj. gen. Burgoyne, for 
ditto, to the 16th reg. of dra- 

5. goons, ordered to ditto - 
jar, 9. To the colonels of the zd, 
gth, 11th, 20th, 24th, 29th, 

33d, 34th, and 62d reg. of 

foot, for ditto, ordered to 

ditto - - - - 


mm 
[7 


5 e 
Mar, 20. To Adam Wood, eſq. for 100 days fo- 


180 © © 
ag: 4-0 
893 15 o 
893 15 © 
180 0 0 
1608 15 0 


rage to the 31ſt reg. of foot, in conſideration 
of their having been employed during the 


year 1773, on an expedition againſt the 
Charibbs, in the iſland of St. Vincent 


To Edmund Armſtrong, 
eſq. for 100 days ditto, to 
the 32d reg. employed on ditto 
expedition 

To Meſſrs. Roſs and Gray, 
for 100 days ditto, to the 6th 
and both reg. of foot, employ - 
ed on ditto expedition 

To Nleſſrs. Meyrick, for 
100 days ditto, to the G8th 


20 'G © 
97 10 © 
266. © © 


5007 10 © 


and 


: 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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1 „ 
| and 50th reg. of foot, employ- 4 , 
| ed on ditto expedition - - 142 10 © 
| To Meſſrs. Cox and Mair, 
| for 100 days ditto, to the 14th 
and goth reg. of foot, employ - 
' ed on ditto expedition 0 © 
| June 23. To the colonels of the 22d, 
| 35th, 40th, 44th, 45th, 49th, 


| and 63d reg. of foot, for 100 
| days ditto, ordered to North 
America — - F 5 57 10 0 
2. To the colonels of the 17th, 
27th, 28th, 46th, and 55th ( 
. of foot, for 100 days ditto, u 
ordered to ditto - 1112 10 0 N 
O4. 27. To the colonels of the 1 5th, a 
37th, 53d, 54th, and 57th, þ 
reg. of foot, for 100days ditto, ce 
1776. ordered to ditto - - - - 1112 10 o * 
| Fan. 9. To the colonels of the gth, ne 
3d, 11th, 20th, 24th, 29th, St: 
3d, 34th, and 62d reg. of col 
| oot, for 100 days ditto, | ab 
| ordered to ditto - - - - 2002 10 o ind 
| 73 — 668; o oi 
S To the expedition under the command of a 
the earl Cornwallis, upon account of con- n 
2 tingencies and extraordinaries of the troops 40000 0 0 a 
| Total T. 845165 14 6 * 
| ————- 
| W: ar office not 2 
5 | 
1/7 March, 1776. 4 
| d 
| BARRINGTON, * 
þ y Marc, 2. 4 7 
| -ab way Hon. Temple Luttre!! moved, that the proper officer « A 
15 lay before this Houſe the laſt weekly accounts received * 1 
| admiralty, from the admiral and commander 1n chief of Ouri 
Majeſty's ſhips or veſſels at the ſeveral ports of Clay of 
Plymouth, and Portſmouth, together with the laſt weed! 
accounts of the ſtate and condition of all ſuch ſhips ® V- 


veſſels of war as are now employed upon channel * 
2 — 


x 0 
at U 


of h 


ice | 


Gres 


1255 | 

Great-Britain or Ireland,” He introduced his motion with 
ſome ſtrictures upon the Admiralty, for the little care that 
had been taken in manning the men of war for the American 
krvice ; by which miſconduct ſome of the frigates had run 
aſhore, and others been impeded in their voyage, &, He 
inſiſted upon it, that ſo numerous a fleet as that, which it is 
id, would amount to near one hundred fail, could not poſ- 
ibly be fitted out without preſs-warrants ; yet he did not 
condemn the witholding ſuch expedient; for next to the 
compelling Americans to ſerve againſt Americans, nothing 
could be worſe than to force Britains to fight againſt them. 
He aſked if 1t would not be wiſer to have fifty men of war on 
that ſervice properly manned, than one hundred in ſo wretch- 
cd a condition? The fleet in America, including ſtore- ſhips, 
nctuallers, and ſmall craft, muſt require upwards of 20,000 
nen, which would be more than could be ſpared at ſo remote 
adiſtance conſiſtent with the ſafety of theſe iſlands, when 
jour reſources of men for land and ſea ſervice were ſo redu- 
ed, and the French and Spaniards actually fitting out large 
mal armaments, and increaſing their military eſtabliſh- 
nents, Some miniſterial gentlemen had aſſerted, the evening 
fore, that we had twenty ſail of line of battle ſhips fit to en- 
counter any enemy whatever at a few days notice, This was 
abſolutely a falſe ſtate of facts. He would e to prove, by 
indiſputable evidence at the bar, that when the reſt of the 
ſhips deſtined for America ſhall have failed, there will not be 
kanen ſufficient, in all the ports put together, to complete the 
camplements of fourteen fail of the line. The Spaniards will 
leſs than fix weeks have a greater force than that within two 
(ys fail of Gibraltar, and we have only one ſhip of the line 
nthe Mediterranean, The French are now ſuperior to us in 
ul parts of the world, excepting North-America. We have 
wt a ſingle line of battle ſhip either in the Eaſt or Weſt- 
1 has a ſquadron at Hiſpaniola, and 10,000 
and forces. Are we then henceforward to hold our very 
tuſtence as a nation by no better tenure than the impolitic 
fich or commiſeration of the houſe of Bourbon? 

Right honourable T. Town/hend ſeconded the motion. 

dir Hugh Palliſer replied, that the navy was in a moſt 


ere manned in a moſt ſatisfactory manner. The guard- 
Ups had ſupernumerary hands, and ſeamen came in faſter than 
ks requiſite, os 
yok. IH. 1 Lord 
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Right Hon 
7. Teoxwnſ- 25 
bend. 

Sir Hugh 


nuriſhing ſtate at home; and ſaid that the American ſhips Pali, 
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Lord A.. Lord Mulgrave ſupported theſe aſſertions, and declared 33 
3 a profeſſional man, that we could have a fleet of forty ſail of 
the line in a few weeks, and fixty in a month's time, if ne- 
ceſſary. | 
Gov. Fcbn-" Governor Jabnſtone replied, and ſhewed that there was but 
== too much reaſon to apprehend we were- going to our loweſt 
ebb as a maritime power as well as a conimercial one. 
Mr. . H. Nr. JF, H. Harte expreticd his concern that country 
Hait'y. gentlemen ſhould encourage miniſtry in the unconſtitutional 
practice of witholding information, from the repreſenta- 
tives of the pcople. 
The queſtion being put, the Houſe divided; for it 44; 
againſt it 93. 


Adjourned to March 4. 


0 
March 4. It 
Ld. North. Lord North moved, that the reſolutions of the committee x] 


of ſupply be reported. The fiſt reiolution being read, 
Col. Barre. Colonel Barre pointed out ſeveral objectionable paſſages in the 
treaties ; allowing the hiring foreign troops, even for argu- 
ment ſake, to be a wiſe and politic meaſure. He deſired to 


know, 1n the firſt inſtance, as the treaty provided that the 


Heſſian officers ſhould have every emolument that natives are N 
: allowed, and to be put on a footing, in every reſpect, with ou A 
own tried veterans, whether the two-pences in the cloathing to. 
the colonels, was meant to be included, and likewiſe where n 
the cloathing was to be procured, whether in Germany or! 0 
Britain? He was very jocular on this ſpecies of military pro r 8 
fit; and ſaid, he did not doubt but this ſale of human bloc 155 
would turn out as advantageous to the woollen manufactures vr 
Brunſwick and Heſſe, in the cloathing branch, as it was al 5 
ready likely to become lucrative to their reſpective fovereigns = 
He obſerved, that the treaty might probably continue Mast 
force for four years, for it was difficult to fix the period ot 4 5 
many accounts, which he forebore now to mention; if then * 
by any accident ariſing from defeat, peſtilence, or the dang G. 


of the ſeas, the Heſhans ſhould be reduced to 8000 men, per 
haps to half their number or leſs, in ſuch a poſſible, nay a 
circumſtances conſidered, ſuch a probable event, he ſhould 
glad to be informed by the miniſter, or his truſty friend th 
miniſter of the war department, who now and then ficals 
cep into the cabinet, though he is never permitted within t 
7 ah door, whether the Landgrave of Heſſe, or Duke 
Bruntwick, is to have the full pay, as if their reſpeCtiy 
quotas continued full and complete ? 


þ, 1976. rern 293 


Lord Barrington replied, he could not anſwer that queſtion Lord Ber- 
till he had taken time to conſider, After a little pauſe, his“ ““ 
Lordſhip ſaid, "The beſt time to anſwer the honourable 
gentleman's queſtion will be, when ſuch a reduction actually 
happens.” £ 
Mr. 7. Johnſtone ſaid, it was impoſſible to deal with people Mr. J. 
xho thus played at croſs- purpoſes; and though a young mem- 7 — 
ter, he ventured to pronounce it to be the firſt time that ever 
ſuch an anſwer was offered to be given in Parliament. He 
remarked, 1t was no bad beginning : the noble Lord uſed to be 
wetty liberal of his promiſes ; but ſo many of them had been 
ktely either falſified or over-ruled, his Lordſhip, he preſumed, 
yas determined, in future, to make only ſuch as he was certain 
could neither be falſified nor contradi&ed; for his promiſe, if 
t could be at all called one, was ſuch, that let the event be 
Khat 1t might, he could not poſſibly be charged with a breach 
01 it. 

Lord Clare ſaid, it was the firſt time he ever heard a mi- Lord Clare, 
utter called to promiſe for events it was impoſſible for any 
nan at preſent to foretell. The whole force now ſending to 
America might be cut off, or it might not ſuffer the loſs of a 
ingle man; but in either event it was plain, that we ſhould 
wt be obliged to pay for more men than were in actual ſer- 
ce; it being evident, that as we were obliged to pay the 
apence of recruiting, it could not at the ſame time be ex- 
ited that we ſhould pay for the non- effective. | 

dir John Griff Griffin allowed that the noble Lord's ob- g;, 4,,, 


0008 tration was very juft; it could not be ſuppoſed that we G Ci. 
$0 a g- 

ne o be at the expence of recruiting, and be obliged to fn. 

T py for levies that were not complete; but yet it ſeemed a 

51 ittle extraordinary, that the noble Lord in office ſhould have 

apreſſed himſelf ſo cautiouſly on a matter, which if it had 

d of , : : 8 

** ot been mentioned, did not, in his opinion, leave the leaſt 


bundation for ambiguity or miſrepreſentation. 
Governor Fohn/tone was ſevere on adminiſtration: he ſaid, g,y, Febye 


* whether we had a double cabinet, or had not, he would not pre- fone, 
f tend to determine; but he was certain that we had a double ad- 
\ ainſtration, or the ſame men preſented two faces, according 


t anſwered their preſent convenience, or ſuited their pre- 
Et views, One miniſter | Lord Hillſborough] aſſured the 
mericans, in the moſt ſolemn manner, that it was never the 
Mention or wiſh of this country, to tax them, The other 
Lord North] had the other night in debate, openly and de- 
fly declared, that America ought, and ſhould ſubmit to 
Ff 2 bo 


Gen. Con- 


Mr. Fox. 


Lord North. 
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be taxed by the Britiſh Parliament, and to every law this 
country might think proper to paſs for her future goyern. 
ment and regulation. 

General Conway obſerved, it was true enough that the noble 
Lord alluded to [Lord Hillſborough] had broke his word with 
America; and ſo had adminiſtration, as approving of the cir- 
cular letter, in which every claim to taxation was formally 
renounced ; but for his part, it appeared to him from the yery 
beginning, whatever — to the contrary might have 
been given or held out, to the preſent moment, that what 
the country gentlemen avow to be their motives for proſecut- 
ing the war againſt America, were likewiſe the great objects 
adminiſtration had in view. Adminiſtration told the country 

entlemen, ſupport us and we will enſure you a revenue from Wl :1 

merica. The country gentlemen are now giving that ſup- WW i] 
port, in expectation of getting a revenue, of which perhaps Wh vi 
they will never ſee a ſhilling ; or if they ſhould, never un 
be of the leaſt ſervice in lightening thoſe heavy burdens, of WW ni 
which they now ſo loudly complain. Eu 
Mr. Fox attacked the miniſter on his frequent breach of WW he 
promiſe, ever ſince he came into office; not but in his opi- WM the 
nion he was full as much bound by a promiſe when he was 
only chancellor of the Exchequer, as ſince he became tuft 0 
Lord of the Treaſury. He was not deſerving of the firſt, i ing 
he could retain an office the very eſſence of which was to look 
into and take care of the public finances of the nation; and yet 

rmit a letter which at once gave up and furrendered to fun. 
damental a right of the Britiſh Parliament as the right of 
taxation was now contended to be ; for either he approved of 
the letter in queſtion or he did not, If he did, how can he 
now come and contradict his former opinion, when he and his 
colleague's approbation of that letter is perhaps the very caule 
of the preſent civil war? Or, if he never approved of the 
letter, how could he, conſiſtently with his own honour, re- 
main in a ſituation in which he was virtually pledged tor 
true and faithful performance of its contents? Why not te: 
fign, ſooner than give his concurrence in council to meaſures 
of which he ſecretly diſapproved ? 

Lord North denied that he was bound by any man's pro- 
miſe bur his own. It did not become him to diſcloſe the ſe- 
crets of his office, or betray the confidence that had been te- 
poſed in him. It was enough for him now to declare, that be 
never gave either promiſe or aſſurance, and that conſequent! 


K , 
he 9 broken any Tix 


A. 1776. EB ATE $ 
; The reſolution being read a fecond time, the queſtion was 
« Is it your pleaſure to agree with your committee in 
this reſolution ?”” And the Houſe divided, ayes 120 noes 48. 
The queſtion was put likewife on the other reſolution, and 
ed to without a diviſion. 


« That an humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty to 
lmbly defire him to uſe his intereſt, that the German troops 
n Britiſh pay, now or hereafter, may be cloathed with tlie 
nanufactures of this country.“ Agreed to. 
March 5. 
Second reading of the Scotch militia bill. 


merſe to any further encreaſe of a perpetual armed force, as 7 
had been uniformly fatal to the liberties of every country 
where ſuch a deſtructive policy was permitted to prevail. 
The liberties of France had been overthrown by a ſtanding 
nilitary eſtabliſhment; and ſo had every free government in 
Europe, But if he had no fears on that account, he owned 
le had very ſtrong objections on the ground of expence, and 
be diſproportion between the quantum of taxes — by the 


le of the ſouthern and northern parts of this ifland. The 
ri e Houſe, he obſerved, was then much thinner, than from the 
if WY importance of the ſubject now under diſcuffion might be well 
ok Wi apetted, but ſuppoſed it would be ſhortly much fuller ; at 
yet wich time, he faid, he would move to poſtpone the further 
1n- WMconideration of the bill for three months, He paſſed ſeveral * 
of WMonpliments on the candour and parliamentary decorum of 
ei e noble Lord [Lord Mountſtuart] who brought in the bill, 
ben putting it off from time to time, in expectation of its at 
bu eagth being diſcuſſed in a full Houſe: that, however, from 


be difinclination to public buſineſs, which had been mani- 
led fince the commencement of the preſent ſeſſion, was 
nore than was to be expected. | 


or a Mr. Dempſter. He declared how painful it was always to bi. B 
reren, when he found himſelf under the neceſſity of differing her. 
ures Bon his right honourable friend; but he believed, when the 


Il ſhould come into a committee, that gentleman, as well as 
any others who now diſapproved of it, would very probably 
age their ſentiments, © The expence would not be to great 
w ſome gentlemen might be inclined to believe, as the 
ule number meant to be embodied, was no more than 
"wo men; who were to be paid out of the Scotch revenue. 
| anſwer to the great diſproportion between the taxes, he 


urged, 


Colonel Barrẽ then roſe, and made the following motion: Col. Berr& 


Right honourable T. Townſhend ſaid, he had been always Rt. Hon, 
ſhend. 
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urged, that except the land-tax, all other duties and taxes 
ſtood upon an equal footing in both countries ; and he pre. 
ſumed, were proportioned to the abilities of thoſe on whom 
they were raiſed. As to the land- tax, it was fixed by ſolemn 
and national compact at the treaty of union. a 

Lord Jeb Lord Fohn Cavendiſh. It a militia for Scotland be at all ne- F 

ceſſary, it ſhould be only on the condition of Scotland bearing Wl ” 

the additional expence, and laying that burthen on her own Wl © 
lands, which were very low taxed, and not pay it out of the il " 


cuſtoms and exciſes, the produce of which was alread ap- pr 
propriated. The militia was a force raiſed by the Jang. Mt 
owners to defend their property; the expence was borne by Bll 


them, and directly paid out of the land-tax. The proportion ſo 
which Scotland bore of that tax was hardly worth mention- 
ing; one county in England paying more than the whole iu 
kingdom of Scotland. Beſides, the ſhare Scotland bore in na- 


tional repreſentation was not above the proportion of one to i] 

eleven; ſo that taking it in any light, either of taxation or Wil 
repreſentation, Scotland was intitled to no militia, unleſs ſhe gl 

accepted of that privilege, and took it with all its conſe- Wil © 
quences; namely, defraying the whole expence, or ſub- vor 

mitting to pay ſuch a * of the land- tax, as would en- for 

title her to the favour ſhe ſeemed to defirous of obtaining, ( 

Rt. hon. Sir Right hon. Sir Gilbert Elliot ſaid, a well- ordered militia N⁰ 
in Scotland would be the means of giving additional ſtrength ent 
: and ſecurity to the whole iſland; and contended, if ſuch a ſſp 
body of men had exiſted in the years 1715 and 1745, thoſe thor 
rebellions would have been cruthed in the very commence- tiey 

ment. It was the bad policy of thoſe times, that thoſe who the 

were ill affected to the government were provided with the " 

means of diſturbing the public tranquility, while thoſe who Ger 

were dutiful and loyal ſubjects, were left at their mercy, Wl © 

naked and defenceleſs. The evil now no longer exiſted in ab n 

one inſtance, and he hoped it would be likewite removed in.” 

the other, ing 

Mr. Brie. Mr. Burke. In his opinion, Scotland was neither properly 1 
taxed, nor fully repreſented; nor until ſhe was, could ſhe be . 0 

entitled to the favour now deſired. The proportion between de 


the numbers to be embodied in both kingdoms, was in 3 
proportion of one to five, whereas Scotland did not pay 
above one-fortieth of the land- tax, the very ſpecific tax outof 
which the money for the pay and cloathing the militia was t0 
be drawn, He therefore could not poſſibly conceive how the 
people of that country could come to Parliament, and 9 


pe 
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"WH peft that a Scotch militia, at leaſt five-ſixths of the expence 
WT tobe incurred by ſuch an eſtabliſhment, muſt be paid by En- 
gu land-owners. It was an abſurdity on the very face of 
it; it was directly repugnant to the firſt principles on which 
z national militia was formed or paid. He had other ob- 
ections againſt the bill; one was, that it threw more power 
into the hands of the crown than had hitherto been thought 
conſiſtent with public liberty. In king William's time, 
when one half of the kingdom were attached to their exiled 
prince, and when one of the moſt powerful and ambitious 
monarchs that ever fat on the French throne, or any throne 
n Europe for ſeveral centuries, and who beſides had a per- 
ſonal enmity to our new-eleQed king, even in ſuch a critical 
ſaſon as that, 7000 ſtanding forces were thought fully 
ſufficient to protect this kingdom againſt all its open foes 
nd ſecret enemies; and will any man, who wiſhes to be 
telieved, pretend to tell us, that a ſtanding force of five 
times the number, in times of profound peace, and an En- 
fiſh militia of 32,000 men, are not, when none of thoſe 
cauſes exiſt, fully adequate to every purpoſe of preſerving 
tomeſtic tranquility, and of repelling any attempts of our 
foreign enemies ? 


embodied, but that was but one tax ; for in every other 
relpet Scotland paid to the extent of her abilities; and 
tough perhaps the other taxes did not riſe in proportion as 
they had done in England, that proved no more than that 
de former had not encreaſed equally in riches with the lat- 
ter, He ſaid there was a circumſtance which deſerved con- 
lderation 3 that was, that the greateſt part of the landed in- 
dome of Scotland was ſpent in England, therefore in point 
« material benefit, the difference was very little to this 
Ountry, whether that was taxed three-pence, or four ſhil- 
ing in the pound; for the money, the principal as well as 
part of the land-tax thus remitted, ultimately centered here. 
te obſerved too, that the preſent bill was in ſome reſpects 
beter than the Engliſh militia act, becauſe it contained a 
Wſe that no man ſhould be permitted to ſerve twice as a 
Wftitute, which would be the means of training a much 
beater number of men to the uſe of arms. 


At as a Briton, becauſe he believed it would be a means of 
pro- 


Governor Johnſtone allowed, that the land-tax paid by Gov. Jb. 
Sotland, bore no proportion to the propoſed number to be Ve. 


Sir Adam re diſclaimed all partiality or local preju- Sir A 
ces, Said he did not take up the matter as a Scotchman, Fergayun, 


M 7. Byng. 


Sir Ce:il 
Wray. 


Lord Fred. 


Campbell. 
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procuring a complete national defence. He was ſurpriſed to 
hear ſo much ſaid about the diſproportion of the revenue of 
this country, and that when a moment's impartial conſidera. 
tion would point out, that a revenue could not be raiſed in 
two places on the ſame ſum. The greateſt part of the land. 
ed income ariſing in Scotland was drawn out of it and ſpent 
here, What matter then to this country, whether the money 
was collected in Middleſex or in the ſhire of Edinburgh 3 If it 
made any difference, it was the convenience of colle&ing the 
revenues on the ſpot. But beſides the revenues acquired in 
this manner, how were they encreaſed through the medium 
of our manufactures ? News he had no doubt, if the amount 
of the revenue, on the Engliſh manufaCtures, ſent to, an! 
conſumed in Scotland, were properly ſtated, it would excee] 
the whole of the revenue, ariſing from the conſumption of a!l 
North-America. Look at the labouring man's hat, it is Eng- 
liſh. Look at his coat, it is Engliſh. His ſhoes, ſtockings, 
and buckles are all Engliſh. Look again at the wives and 
daughters of every rank, from the duke to the peaſant, and 
their gowns, ribbons, &c. are all Engliſh, He obſerved tha 
ſeveral perſons of rank, who held offices of great profit in Scot- 
land, refided conſtantly in England, Among others he alluded 
to a noble Lord in the Houſe, Lord Frederick Campbell] and 
a noble Nuke in the other, | the Duke of Gee Ir 
ſhort, as the treaty of Union had aboliſhed the names of Eng 
liſhman and Scotchman, and united them in that of Briton, he 
wiſhed that all local diſtinctions were forgotten, and that indivi- o 
duals, copying the language of the legiſlature, would do the ſame Wi: 
Mr. Byng oppoſed the commitment, chiefly on the ground 
of the expence. He was of opinion that no neceſſity at pre 
ſent exiſted for a militia in Scotland; and as there did not n 
he thought it would be only incurring an expence to anſweſ nd 
no ſolid or beneficial purpole whatever. hoſt 
Sir Cecil Wray ſaid he had been always for a militia, as I 
only ſure and ſafe conſtitutional defence; that he had acted! to 
under the law for ſeveral years as deputy-licutenant, and ex 
perience had convinced him how well ſuited it was to eficc 
the purpoſes for which it was firſt eſtabliſhed. riet 
Lord Frederick Campbell ſaid, the honqurable Gentlemi bain 
Sir Adam Ferguſſon] he underſtood had alluded to him, 
ipcading the money derived from his office in this country u 
but he begged leave to aſſure him, that for the laſt two yealine! 
he had reſided more in Scotland than in England; and if 
benourable Gentleman would repay him the money his 0 


had coſt him, he ſhould have all the money he ever received 
will 
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with all its emoluments, and the office itſelf into the bargain. 
He thought 1t therefore not fair to compare him to the noble 
Duke, who had not ſo much as ſeen Scotland for ſeveral 
years. 
Mr. Turner, againſt militias in general, ſaid they were the Mr. Turner. 
cuſe of idleneſs; and, in tunes of real danger, would be of 
rery little uſe. 

Mr. Pixvys gave notice, that he would move a clauſe in Mr. Pcwoyr. 
te committee, to confine the Scotch militia to that part of 


the iſland. 
March 6. 


The Lord Mayor | Mr. Sawbridge] made his annual mo- Lend Mayer, 
ton, that leave be given to bring in a bill to ſhorten the du- 
tion of Parliaments, 
Mr. Turner ſeconded the motion. | Mr. Turner, 
Mr. Alderman Bull. As I conſider the queſtion now be- Mr. Alder- 
fore us of infinite importance, I cannot content myſelf with _ 
Fring it a ſilent vote. 
The frequent inſtructions our conſtituents have given, to 
tempt in this inſtance a reſtoration of the conſtitution, is to 
ne an additional recommendation of it. 
The livery of London, Sir, are the moſt numerous body 
(f electors in the kingdom; and I can with confidence aſſert, 
lat on this point the greateſt unanimity prevails amon 
dem. In this reſpect they are by no means ſingular ; for if 
ou refer to the opinions of all parties, as delivered in an 
amoſt infinite number of inſtructions and recommendations 
rom the year 1716, when that violation of the people's 
nehts, the ſeptennial act, paſſed, to the preſent time, you 
ml find, that the utmoſt dread and apprehenſion of the evil 
enſequences of that act are expreſſed, accompanied with the 
moſt earneſt recommendations to their repreſentatives, to 
Wain a repeal of it, that the people may be thereby reſtor- 
to their antient right of frequently electing new Parlia- 
Ments, 
The concurring teſtimony of all ſorts of men, on a great 
aniety of occaſions, it might reaſonably be fuppoſed, would 
Man without difficulty a point ſo important to their inte- 


n, it; and but for the experience of many years, it would be 
Oy ought incredible, that the bulk of the people ſhould thus 
eng weſtly ſolicit, and yet ſolicit in vain. 


Hor: Parliaments, Sir, are eſſential to the ſecurity of 
lh liberty. 
Yor. III. - (3 8 8 Power 
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Power cannot re vert too oſten to thoſe to whom it belongs; 
and the more frequent the appeal is made to the people, the 
more entire will be their confidence in the executive parts of 
government. | 

I conſider the many calamities which we at preſent labour 
under, as reſulting from long Parliaments; under their 
ſanction and influence corruption has been rednced to 1 
ſyſtem; and it will be happy for poſterity if it does not 
eventually ſap the very foundations of our once glorious con- 
ſtitution, and overwhelm it in irretrievable deſtruction. 

Bad miniſters confide in long Parliaments, and conſider 
them as their great ſecurity. Hence it is the people are fur- 
priſed and betrayed, one — ſuddenly diſſolved, and 
another ſpeedily elected, and power thereby almoſt perpe- 
tuated. But for this ſecurity can it be ſuppoſed, that in our 
days we ſhould have ſeen ſuch undue exertions of miniſterial 
power, as the people have complained of ? 

Should we have ſeen the glories of a ſucceſsful war obſcur- 


ed by a ſhameful and ignominious peace? The privileges o 
the members of this Houle ſacrificed, in the perſon of an in- « 
dividual, to private reſentment; the rights of the electoni ;;, 
violated; enormous ſums granted without enquiry, and i 
without account; Popery eſtabliſhed under a Proteſtant go- (0 
vernment; and a long black catalogue of other enormities dr 
Should. we, Sir, have had theſe things to complain of, buf 8 
for the influence of corruption, and that encreaſed and eſta 7 
bliſhed by long Parliaments? wide 

I will venture to ſay we ſhould not. I will only add, ta yz. 
if we have any regard for the virtue of the people; if we wil 2 
to preſerve the conſtitution and all that is dear to a fi win 
nation; if we reſpect the opinions of a manifeſt majority oF Nor 
our conſtituents; and if we have any regard to our own e 1; 
putation as independent men; and as uncontaminated Þ V 
miniſterial influence, we ſhall all give our moſt hearty Amer det 
to this queſtion, coun 

Sir George Yonge ſpoke in favour of the motion. "Þ 

There was no reply, | . tions 

The queſtion was called for, and put, For the motion 64 de 5 


inſt it 138. 
wy : March 7. i 
Examined evidence on Hindon incapacitating bill. A 
journed it to the 19th. ä 


Mars 
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March 8. 
Lord Barrington gave notice that he ſhould move the Lord Bar- 
Houſe on Monday next the 11th, © That a ſupply be granted 7ingeon- 
to his Majefty for the extraordinaries of the army for the 
current year.“ 4 
Colonel Barr made ſeveral obſervations on the articles of Col. 1 
expence contained in the accounts of the extraordinaries of 
the army in North-America. It appeared to him, from the 
accounts of the extraordinaries for North- America, that the 
ſum of 600,0001. was charged for the ſupport of 6000 men in 
Boſton only, which is at the rate of 1001, per annum for 
erery ſoldier ; what then, he aſked, muſt it coſt the nation, 
if it be found neceſſary to employ 40,000 men on this fatal 
ſervice, who are to be ſupplied with all the neceſſaries of hu- 
man life (water excepted) from this country ? He added, 
that he could not return home to his conſtituents with a ſafe 
conſcience, without calling for a particular account of the 
expenditure of ſuch a ſum, to know in what the charge con- 
fits, ſo as to juſtify his voting the ſupply on Monday next. 
He therefore begged leave to make the following motion, 
That there be laid before this Houſe, copies of the requiſi- 
tons made by the commander in chief of his Majeſty's forces 
in North-America, on which the ſums have been advanced 
(yhich appear in the account of extraordinary ſervices in- 
curred, and paid by the right honourable Richard Rigby, 
pymaſter-general of his Majeſty's forces, between the gth 
of March 1775, and the 31ſt of January 1776, and not pro- 
"ded for by "Broaden to have been advanced) to Thomas 
Harley ad Henry Drummond, eſquires, to be by them ap- 
pied and inveſted in the purchaſing Spaniſh and Portugal 
coins, for the uſe and ſervice of his Majeſty's forces in 
North- America, together with an account of the expen- 
ture thereof, as far as the ſame can be made up.” 
Mr. D. Hartley ſecond the motion, He ſpoke of the pro- Nr. p. 
pnety of it, and expatiated upon the neceſſity, on many ac- Harte. 
counts, of going into the propoſed enquiry. . 
Lord North promiſed to lay before the Houſe the requiſi- Ld. Nerths 
tons of the commander in chief, on which the warrants from 
lie Treaſury were iſſued; but as for the accounts of the ex- 
penditures, he ſaid they were not made out; many of them 
Tere not arrived; all the money iſſued was not expended; 1t 
Ms neceſſary, in caſe of emergencies, that the commander in 
chief ſhould have ſums in hand; conſequently of theſe it was 


poſſible to give any account till they were expended by 
Gg g 2 him: 
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| him: but ſuch accounts of expenditures as were arrived 

x ſhould be laid before the Houſe. | 

Sir Grey Sir Grey Cooper ſaid, the requiſitions of the commander in 

Cooper, chief were the vouchers for the warrants of the Treaiury, | 

Mr. Corn- Mr. Cormwa!! explained the nature of thoſe accounts, and 

_— the method of paſſing them. 

Col. Barre. Colonel Barre ſaid, in tranſactions of a private nature, he 
knew no gentleman to whoſe word or atlurance he would 
ſooner truſt than the laſt honourable gentleman, but in af- 
fairs of public concern, in which he was not permitted to a& 

in a diſcretionary manner, he could not accept of any thing 
but the moſt tatisfattory proofs ; the papers muſt therefore 
be produced, or flatly refuſed. 

Mr. Righy. Mr. Rigby objected to that part of the motion, requiring 
accounts of the expenditure, He faid, they could not always 
be had ; that he had not heard from the deputy pay-maſter 
in his department for many months, and then he had a large 
ſum in hand unexpended ; and conlequently of which no par- 
ticular account could yet be laid before the Houſe. 

Mr. Cerz= On this ground, Mr. Cornwall role again, and wiſhed 

wall. Colonel Barre to withdraw that part of the motion; but Mr, 
Hartley ſtrenuouſly inſiſted on it, as the reaſon for having 
ſeconded the whole. | 

Col. Barre. Colonel Barre again obſerved, that he inſiſted not fo much 
on the requiſitions of the commander in chief, but on the 
grounds ot thoſe requiſitions, which might appear in his let- 
ters to the noble Lord at the head of the Treafury, or to ano- 
ther noble Lord, ſecretary of ſtate for the colonics ; that the 
miniſter and his friends ſeemed to evade this; there might be 
ſecrets, as Lord North had hinted, improper to lay before 
Parliament; may be, he ſaid, with a ſmile, 100,000. was 
gone among the members of the congreſs, At length his 
motion was agreed to, | 

Adjourned to March 11th, 
| | | March 11. 

Lerd Bar- Lord Barrington moved, that a ſum not excecding 845,165], 

. _ 145. 83d, be granted towards defray ing the extraordinry ex- 
pences of the land forces, and other ſervices incurred, be- 


tween the gth of March 1775, and 31ſt of January 1770. le 

FL - 9 2 n 
gel. Barre, Colonel Barre ſaid, the annals of this country did not turni Fa 
. another inſtance in which a nominal body of 11,929 men fic 
(never amounting at any time within the period mentioned hin 
in the reſolution to above 8500 effective men) had coſt e. 
nation fo much money, The campaign of Bunker's-Hil plic 

NE I | | an 
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nd Lexington was ladicroufly compared with the glorious 
campaigns of the immortal John Duke of Marlborough; and 
the forcing the lines thrown up by a mob in the courle of a 
ſummer's night, oppoſed to the victories of Blenheim, Schel- 
:nburgh, the conqueſt of Gibraltar and Minorca, the tra- 
jerfing the vait circuit of the kingdom of Spain by Lord 
Peterborough, and the renowned impreſſions made by the 
Duke of Ormond at Vigo and Port St. Mary. Myſtic ri- 
er was compared to the Danube; and the operations of a war 
that pervaded half Europe, and in which a Britith army and 
foreigners in Britiſh pay, amounting to 70,000 men, had 
rendered the power and glory of the Britiſh arms immortal, 
was balanced againſt thote carried on within a circuit of little 
more extent than what is taken up by the tcite of this metro- 
polis. The expence of the former was thewn to amount to a 
lum not more than two millions, while the other, including 
the expences of the fleet, coſt nearly three millions, the very 
extraordinaries and ordnance ſervice alone amounting to 
1,,00,0001, He fimiſhed with an eulogium upon General 
Montgomery, the account of whoſe death in an attempt to 
to take Quebec by eicalade, had arrived but a few days be- 


fore, 
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Mr. Burke drew ſeveral compariſons between the victories Mr. Burke. 


of Mr, Pitt and thoſe of the noble lord, | Lord North | and 
contended, that the campaign which gave the great conti- 
nent of North America to this country, though the force 
conſiſted of 40,000 men, fell conſiderably thort of the ex- 
pence of maintaining 8000 wretched men, ſtarved, diſ- 
graced, and cooped up in the fingle town of Boſton, He 
pa very high compliments to General Montgomery, who 
ad conquered two-thirds of Canada in one campaign. 


Mr. Fox vied with Mr, Burke in his.culogium of General Mr. Fez. 


Montgomery ; 


Lord North cenſured, what he called this unqualified li- LA. Nb. 


lenlity of the praiſes beſtowed on General Montgomery, by 
tie gentlemen in oppoſition, becauſe they were beſtowed up- 
Ma rebel; and ſaid, he could not join in lamenting his death 
$2 public loſs. He admitted indeed, that he was brave, 
le was able, he was humane, he was generous ; but ſtill he 


D 


Fas only a brave, able, humane, and generous rebel; and 


ſad, that the verſe of the tragedy of Cato might be applied to 
IM—* Curſe on his virtues, they've undone his country.” 


Mr, Fur roſe a ſecond time, and ſaid, the term of rebel, ap- Mr. Fon 


plied by the noble lord to that excellent perfon, was no cer- 
3 tain 


. 
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tain mark of diſgrace, and therefore he was the leſs earneſt to 
clear him of the imputation; for that all the great aflertors 
of liberty, the ſaviours of their country, the benefactors of 
mankind, in all ages, had been called rebels ; that they even 
owed the conſtitution, which enabled them to fit in that 
houſe, to a rebe!lion. Sunt hic etiam ſua premia laudi, ſunt 
lachrymæ rerum et mentem mortalia tangunt, 

Lord North faid, whatever uneaſineſs this diſpute with 
America might occaſion, whatever conſequences it might 
have, he hoped it would be recollected, he had not raiſed, had 
not diſturbed the queſtion. It was 1n agitation before he came 
into office. He found it there. 

Governor Jobhnſtone expreſſed his aſtoniſhment at this de- 
claration, thus uttered in the face of his country ! in the face 
of the houſe! Inſtanced the Tea Duty, and 

Lord North (fuddenly) ſaid, ſhould he anſwer that /\— 
The tea duty was not laid on by him, he only carried it for- 
ward, 

Governor Johnſtone to explain, ſaid, it was very difor- 
derly to interrupt him in that very abrupt manner. How- 
ever, he thought the noble lord's explanation or vindication 
of himſelf, made the matter ten times worſe againſt him, 

The queſtion being called for, the houſe divided ; for it, 
180, againſt it, 57. 
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March 12. 

Sir Charles N hittorth reported the reſolution of yeſterday 
on the army extraordinaries. 

Mr. Hurtley lamented the ſtate of this oppreſſed and al- 


* * * * 
moit ruined country. He obſerved, it was not that the war a 
was unjuſt, cruel, and unnatural ; that the country was left 1 


naked and defencele's ; that the expences were already enor- 
mous; that the fund which was appropriated for the purpoſeof 

reducing the public debts, as a ſecurity to our public creditors pl 
in caſe of deficiencies, and as a dernier reſource in cafe of an 
attack from our natura! enemies, was already anticipated for gt 
many years to come; theſe matters, however terrible in their he 
appcarance, or dreadful in their coniequences, were already 10 
known or foreſeen : but it was the confidence with which « 
miniſters a{ked, and the ready compliance of Parliament to 
every requifition, without either examining the nature of the | 
fervices for which the money was given, or afterwards en- 
quiring into the expenditure, that aſtoniſhed him. Such, in | * 
x great meaſure, was the nature of the account of extraordi- 


garics now before them, He faid, he ſhould not enter inte H Ie 
| a mi 
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minute examination of the ſeveral items which had ſwelled 
that very rey account, but he would be obliged to 
the noble lord, Lord North] if he would now riſe and give 
the explanation he declined to give the other night in debate, 
though often preſſed, He knew how little attention any 
thing he offered was entitled to from the noble lord and the 
rentlemen on that fide the houſe, But how little ſoever he 
might deſerve to be attended to on his own account, he ho- 
red that ſome degree of attention was due to him on ſuch an 
xcafion, in the character of a repreſentative giving away the 
noney of his conſtituents. The matter he deſired to have 
deared up, was the requiſition made by the commander in 
chief for a hundred thouſand pounds, and the credit taken 
for that ſum without being accompanied by a fingle voucher, 
{{ page 360.) He obſerved, that there were vouchers for the 
rt, ſtating to whom the payments were made, but not one 
of the actual expenditure, Before he ſat down, he begged 
the noble lord would explain to the houſe the nature of the 
tranſaction; at preſent it bore a very ſtrange appearance, 
He obſerved, that there was a circumſtance attending money 
matters now, that was, he believed, before never known or 
prattifed even by the noble lord; that was, miniſters refuſed 
to venture at a groſs computation, what the expence of 
the extraordinaries of the ſucceeding campaign would 
amount to, He had heard it dropped 1n debate, that they 
would riſe this year to the monſtrous fum of four millions. 
Terrible as 3 tidings were, he ſhauld be glad to know the 
worſt; not to come day after day to that houte, and hear ſome 
der demand made, under a freſh pretence and another deno- 
mination, though all directed to the ſame ſervice, If, there- 
fore, the miniſter, as he muſt by this time know what his 
Plan was, and the probable expences of carrying it into exe- 
cution, would riſe, and fairly and ingenuouily, ſtate the 
grols computation, the houſe would then know what they 
lad to expect, what they were to grant on one fide, and what 
they were to get in return on the other, and of courſe be ena- 
bled to balance the certain expence againſt the probable or 


plble benefits promiſed to accrue from the meaſures now 
purſuing, | 


495 


Lord North ſaid, if the honourable gentleman alluded to Ls. Neth. 


ay neglect ſhewa to the propoſitions which he had ſubmitted 
bo the houſe, he was himſelf conſcious of not deſerving any 
part of the imputation. He thought the honourable gentleman 
ted a very commendable part, and preſumed he was ac- 
tuated 
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tuated by the pureſt motives ; it was fulfilling his duty, and 


' Mr. Fan- 
40 


Fir. Der p- 
fer. 


in that light he always received and treated any propofition 
vhich came from him. His lordſhip obſerved, that the ho- 
nourable gentleman gave a credit and appellation to the pa- 
pers on the table which they did not deſerve, for they were 
not vouchers. The vouchers were yet to come, and would 
contain a preciſe and actual account of the expenditure, and 
then the houſe would have a full opportunity to examine 
them. As to the 100, oool. drawn by the commander in chief, 
for which no account of any kind appeared, that could be ea- 
ſily explained, for it was fo much in advance to remain in his 
hands, and for which he muſt be accountable till he ſhews 
the particular ſervices for which it was iſſued. The uſual 
manner of conducting this buſineſs, was for the commander 
in chief to draw on the deputy paymaſter- general; but it 
being found that it was much more advantageous to remit 
than draw, that mode was diicontinued, and the preſent 
adopted in its ſtead, as it would be a conſiderable ſaving 
to the public. He ſaid, the honourable gentleman was mit- 
taken in aſſerting, that the permitting the commander in 
chief to draw was never known, for it was always the caſe 
in reſpect to extraordinaries. The very nature of the ex- 
nce, and the manner it was incurred, made it neceſſary. 
it was uncertain; a previous credit was neceſſary, and 
the amouat could not be known, nor the balance ftruck, 
till the ſeveral articles were brought into account, accompa- 
nied by the proper vouchers ; that this had not been the caſe 
formerly in America, for as there were no extraordinaries 
till fance the late war, by way of eſtabliſhment, no previous 

credit of this kind conſequently ſubſiſted. 
Mr. Hartley did not ſeem ſatisfied with this explanation, 
and recurred to his former obſervation, that it was a matter 
unprecedented in the annals of Parliament, to propoſe mea- 
ſures to them for their conſideration, without even offering to 
eſs at the expence. He ſaid, he did not mean, by any 
thing that had fallen from him, to limit the commander in 
chict to any ſpecific ſum in the firſt inſtance, but only to 
have a faithful, accurate, and fſatisfaftory account of the ex- 
penditure, to ſee that the money had been applied to tho 

urpoſes for which it was granted, | 

Vir, Demp/ier ſpoke of the conſequences arifing from the 
contracts in general. He ſaid, every country where ſuch a 
a ſyſtem was permitted to prevail, muſt, in the end, be un- 
done ; and he bad little doubt that a very conſiderable pt 
0 


1.1776. nner , 


of the burthens we now labour under have been incurred 
through the means of jobs and contraftors, He informed 
the houſe, that when he had the honour of being in the di- 
rection of a certain great company, the evil was felt, and he 
and fome other gentlemen in the direction determined to 
provide ſome means of removing it. The court of directors 
u length agreed to advertiſe the contracts, and the conſe- 
quence was, that they not only made a very conſiderable ſav- 
nz, but the articles were much better that were furniſhed 
in this way than before the contræcts were laid open. He re- 
comme nded this, or ſome other ſimilar plan to the miniſter, 
ud aſſured him that very ſingular advantages would accrue 
thereby to the public, as the articles would be both cheaper, 
and of ſuperior quality. He concluded with obſerving, that 
pbbers and contractors were at once the diſgrace and curſe of 
this country, a well-authenticated inſtance of which hap- 
pened during the late war, of a perſon whoſe contract 
mounted only to 1, 300, oool. but whoſe net profits were full 
$00,0001. 


Sir Foſeph Muwbey beſtowed almoſt every opprobious epi- = 


tet in the Engliſh language on the American war. He ſaid 
tas cruel, unjuſt, villanous, and that he truſted God and 
man would unite in reprobating it. He was no leſs ſevere on 
ts adviſers and conductors. He obſerved, that the noble 
brd who lately preſided in the department to which Ameri- 
can affairs more peculiarly belonged, was too honeſt and con- 
ſientious to perſiſt in ſo bloody and inhuman a bufineſs, He 
ahorred the thought of embruing his hands in the blood of 
lis innocent unoffending fellow- ſubjects, and reſigned his office 
boner than co- operate in ſo flagitious a work. It is true, he 
vas ſucceeded by a noble lord now fitting oppoſite, | Lord 
6. Germain] who, he preſumed, imagined he was acting 
ght, but whoſe ſchemes of unconditional ſubmiſſion, he 
toped he would never be able to effect. He obſerved, that 
the majorities who daily ſanctioned the preſent meaſures 
word ſorely repent of it; and he recommended to the coun- 
dy gentlemen o ſeriouſly reflect on the conſequences, when 
lic additional ſhilling on the land would not half defray the 
account of extraordinaries, Which was at preſent the ſubject 
conſideration. If then ſuch an enormous expence was in- 
curred for the maintenance of-6000 men confined in Boſton, 
vould any perſon rife and ſay, that the whole of fix ſhillings 
n the pound, inſtead of four, would defray even the extraor- 


Unartes of the army that was to be employed in the courſe of 
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the enſuing campaign ? It was plain it could not, for it was 
already confeſſed, that the extraordinaries would amount to 
four millions, and a land-tax of ſix ſhillings in the pound 
would be conſiderably ſhort of three, perhaps not quite two 
and a half, after allowing for the deficiencies. Where then 
are the ſupplies to come from? You cannot deviſe a tax that 
will not cauſe a defalcation in ſome other. The exciſe and 
cuſtoms will not produce a fingle ſhilling more ; and if they 
ſhould, your trade, manufactures, and commerce, will he 
ruined, if you attempt to lay on any new duties. He then 
addreſſed himſelf to Lord Howe and General Burgoyne, and 
after giving teſtimony to their perſonal worth, expreſſed 
his aſtoniſhment that ſuch men would be concerned in fo in- 
famous and diabolical a buſineſs; and owned, that however 
he might eſteem them as men, he withed that they might 
not ſucceed 5 but that the cauſe of juſtice, humanity, free- 
dom, and the conſtitution, might prevail. He ſaid, admini- 
ſtration might pride themſelves in their great majorities ; but 
he truſted the day was not far off, when they would be 
brought to a juſt and fevere account for the ruin and de- 
ſtruction in which they were wantonly involving their coun- 
try, in order to accompliſh a deteſtable plan of deſpotiſm. 


Gov. Jabn- Governor Johnſtone was very ſevere on contracts and con- 


Hane. 


Ld. Vortb. 


tractors, particularly in relation to two articles in the ac- 
count paid to Mr. A. Bacon, for the hire of Negroes in th 
ceded iſlands. This, he ſaid, was a moſt ſhameful ſquan 
-dering of public money. He obſerved, likewiſe, on an arti 
cle of 40001. drawn by the ſuperintendant of Indian affairs 
upon the receiver- general of Canada, 

Sir Grey Cooper ſaid, this was the uſual mode. The on. 
difference it made, was, that inſtead of drawing on the trea 
ſury, where the account was audited, and ſent back with al 
order on the receiver- general; in the preſent inſtance, th 


- money was drawn immediately from the receiver-general 


but the ſuperintendant's account ſtill open to inſpection 
and he remaincd ſtill ſubje& to be made accountable for th 
expenditure of any ſums thus obtained. 

+ North anſwered Governor ſohnſtone, reſpecting th 
Negro contract. He ſaid, this expence was incurred moſt 
in the ceded iſlands, and was near expiring, as the purpoſe 
for which the Negroes were employed, that of clearing th 
Crown lands, and opening communications from one part 


the iilands to the other, were nearly completed; oo 
quent 
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quently there would be no further occaſion for them, and 
this expence would ceaſe, 


,—} © — &@ © 


dant of Indian affairs, He ſaid, that preſents were made to 
ſereral Indian tribes, to the fix nations, and other weſtern 
ladians; that the articles of which thoſe preſents conſiſted, 
xere uſually purchaſed here; that he was the perſon who 
formerly provided them, but on account of the preſent ſitua- 
tion of affairs in America, it was thought more convenient to 
have them provided on the ſpot ; and that was the true cauſe 
of that article making its appearance in the account. The 
preſents commonly conſiſted of glaſs beads, cutlery, &c. 
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temen, and ſaid, as being included in that number, he was 
much obliged to the honourable gentleman | Sir Joſeph Maw- 
bey] for his advice; but for his own part, though the land- 
tax next year ſhould be fix ſhillings in the pound, or dou- 
ble, that he was willing to contribute his ſhare, as on a for- 
mer occaſion ; for 1f the ſupremacy of this country was to be 
preſerved fully in its conſtitutional extent, no means proper 
to effect 1t, ought to be neglected or left untried. As to the 
queſtion, what did thoſe gentlemen expect in return? He, for 
one, fairly and openly declared, that he expected America 
would be taxed for the purpoſe of raiſing a revenue, both to 
defray the expences of a war this country was wantonly 
forced into in the aſſertion of her own rights, and towards 
relieving us of the burdens incurred by protecting the colonies 
during the late war. He inſiſted beſides, that the legiſlative 
power of this country, independent of the reaſons now ftated, 
ould never be maintained, if the exerciſe of it was not to be 
coupled with a tax ſubmitted to by America, as the cleareſt 
Kknowledgment of the general controlling and governmental 
power of Great-Britain, Before he fat down, he begged 
leave to be underſtood, that his complaiſance and unlimited 
watdence, however willing he might be to grant money for 
th tae purpoſe of carrying on the war, did not extend fo far as the 
ol il nourable gentleman who {ſpoke firſt in this debate [Mr. 
ol Hartley] for he would never conſent to give a commander in 
o th if, or any other officer, an unlimited right to draw or 
art oF make requiſitions ; for though he was willing to contribute 
one ely, he ſtill reſerved to himſelf the power of judging and 


vent "trolling the expenditure and application of the money thus 
Nanted. | | 


11 h h 2 Mr, 


Mr. Pownall (ſecretary to the board of trade) gave a Mr. Pow- 
further explanation relative to the expence of the ſuperinten- l. 


Mr. Fyner replied to the addreſs made to the country gen- ir. Vyner, 
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much for ſour crout; ſo much for ſmall beer; and ſeveral 
thouſand pounds for pepper and vinegar alone. Such a waſte 
of public money was to the laſt degrec ſhameful ; and it was 
no way wonderful that the miniſter ſhould have the great 
majorities he had, when he had it in his power, by ſo man 

different means, to influence the repreſentatives of the people, 
He then took a view of the intended operations, and ſhewed, 
that nothing deciſive could poſſibly be effected in the courſe o 
the enſuing campaign, as the troops would not arrive at thei 
reſpective places of deſtination till at the end of two, four, 
and perhaps ſix months. That poſts muſt be ſecured, and 
communications opened ; and that conſcquently the expence 
of the preſent year would be loſt, or at leaft only lay a foun 
dation for the operations of the ſucceeding. Then, taking 
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Mr. Tuffuell ſpoke of ſeveral articles in the account: ſo 


the matter purely on the ground laid down by the promoter 
of the preſent meaſures, it would amount to this; that aftet 
the expence of this campaign, which was already allowed to 
be ten, though he had ſtrong reaſon to believe it would be 
fifteen millions, we ſhould commence operations 1n the yea 


1777 effectually; and ſuppoſing the ſucceſs predicted ſhoul 
be the caſe, and that no one poſſible event ſhould happe 


either from without or within, to interrupt our deſigns, tha 7: 
America ſhould be reduced to the unconditional ſubmiſſia 
contended for by the noble Lord over the way, lately com th 
into office | Lord G. Germain] the conſequence would be er 


thatweſhould incur adebtof between thirty and forty millions 
a ſum he propheſied, much more than ever we ſhould be adl 
to reimburſe ourſelves, by all the taxcs we could ever exped 
to draw from that country. He doubted much therefore 
whether the honourable gentleman's Mr. V yner | thirtee f cu 


ſhillings, or more, in the pound, would be ſuthcient to be ¶ of 
the expence of ſuch an undertaking ; or if he would ever te | 
a ſingle ſhilling of the money he was now fo ready to gra be: 
for the purpole of coercing America, return in any for of 
whatever, mo 
Lord Irnbam ſaid, it was really ſhameful that gentlemeſi un; 
members of that Houſe, ſhould have the contracts that u «iy 
appeared. He allrded in particular to that of the negro 
and the ſour crout. He wiſhed fincerely, that the accou ) 
was printed, [ the reader will find it in page 360] that the nat 
might ſee how they were plundered and flecced, in order 0 
gratify and enrich a ſet of mercenary and rapacious conta mil 
tors, who were raiſing immenſe fortunes, drawn from the lt N 


VI 


vitals of the people; and that he was not ſurpriſed to hear a 
certain ſet of men, the preceding evening, expreſs themſelves 
ſo warm for coercive meaſures, and ſo eager to grant away 
the public money. He did not know by what appellation to 
deſeribe them. They were not country gentlemen, nor 
placemen, nor penſioners, nor king's friends ; but they were 
worſe than all: they were at preſent the diſgrace, and 
would in the end occaſion the total ruin of this country. 

Mr. Burke ſaid a few words reſpecting the caution ex- Mr. Burke. 
prefied by an honourable gentleman, who profeſſed himſelf a 
country gentleman ; and ſaid he was ſurpriſed to hear him 
adopt the very language uſed by the people of America 
that is, we will grant you aids or ſupplies, but we will re- 
ſerve to ourſelves a controul over the expenditure, and be the 
judges of the quantum to be granted, and the mode of appli- 
cation. He believed, therefore, the gentleman was very ſnug 
and ſecure in his offer of a thirteen ſhillings in the pound 
land-tax, on this condition; for it amounted to juſt nothing, 
while he reſerved to himſelf the power of refuſing it whenever 
he thought proper. He ſaid, as by the curious items in 
the account, he imagined the army in Boſton had a ſufficient 
ſupply of broccolocs, cabbages, tour-crout, and a few aſpa- 
ragus, there was no occaſion for keeping open a begging ſub- 
ſnption for the purpoſe of procuring thoſe neceſſaries, when 
the natien had already made ſuch ample proviſion. On this 
ground he ſhould ſubmit two reſolutions to the confideration 
of the Houſe, which would, he preſumed, put this matter in 
a clear light. They were, 

“That it appears to this Houle, that the extraordinary 
expences amounting to 845,105!. 145. 84d. have been in- 
curred, for the far greater part, for ſervices within the town 
of Boſton. 

That it appears to this Houſe, that ample proviſion has 
been made by the public for the accommodation and comfort 
of the troops in Boſton, which made the levying any further 
money, or begging any from the ſubject, on that pretence, 
unneceſſary. They both paſſed in the negative, without a 
diriſion. | 

March 13. 

No debate. 

March 14. | 

Order of the day, to go into a committee on the Scotch 
militia bill. 

Mr. Grenville. He ſaid that not having had an opportunity Mr, Gres- 
of delivering his ſentiments on this bill, he would take this vill. 
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ſtage, and move an inſtruction which would at leaſt obviate one 
of the many objections he had to it. That he could not help 
thinking it incumbent on its ſupporters to evince the three ſub- 
ſequent propoſitions; Firſt, That the preſent ſituation of the 
kingdom required an extraordinary force of 6000 men, (the 
number to be raiſed,) Secondly, That this method to be adopt- 
ed is the cheapeſt ; and Thirdly, That Scotland is the place, 


where, from local circumſtances, theſe troops ſhould be raiſed ; 


that as he could not agree to either of thoſe three propoſitions, 
he ſhould certainly combat every ſtage of the bill; and pro- 
ceeded to ſhew the inexpediency of it on thoſe three grounds. 
He concluded by ſtating the expence of the propoſed corps ; 
the eſtimate of which for twenty-eight days he ſtated to he 

4,979l. and if embodied, the pay for thirteen months would 
= 104, Aol. to be paid, from a land-tax producing at 4s. in 
the pound, 47,9541. 1s. 2d. In anſwer to ſome aſſertions 
relative to the revenue of Scotland, he begged leave to pro- 
duce ſome original papers, by which he ſtated the groſs 
revenue of that kingdom to be ſo reduced by miſmanagement 
of every kind, as to produce on the average of ten years, 
the very inconſiderable ſum of 94,9451. clear of the barons 
warrants, drawbacks, and charges of management, of which 
ſum the land paid 47,9541. the malt 19, 280l. the cuſtoms and 
exciſe 13,5551. the ſtamps, ſeizures, crown-rents and other 
articles 14,1561. He next ſtated the demands even on this 
trifling ſum, before it could be remitted to the Exchequer, for 
the roads, fortifications, ordnance, ſtaff and military eſta- 
bliſhment, all which were expences immediately incurred for 
that kingdom. He aſſured the Houſe, that ſo far from un- 


' dervaluing he Scotch revenue, he had in many inſtances even 


over-charged it, by taking it at the period at which it was the 
higheſt, and ſtating the land-tax, (which was the principal 
article) at 4s. in the pound. He concluded by calling on the 
juſtice, the honour, and the generoſity of that kingdom, to 
conſent to a propoſition which would not draw one — 
from their country, and which (if the bill were to paſs) woul 
make the meaſure leſs obnoxious, and leſs invidious to 
England. He moved, That it be an inſtruction to the 
committee, that they do make proviſion in the ſaid bill, for 
directing and enabling the commiſſioners to be named under 
the ſaid bill, to raiſe and levy, on their reſpective counties 
or places, ſuch ſums as ſhall be ſufficient to defray the ex. 
pences of the militia to be raiſed within the ſame, ſuch {el 


or levy to be made in the ſame manner, and in the ſame pro- 
| portion, 
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portion, as the land-tax has uſually been levied in ſuch county 


Or lace. 

Night honourable T. Tœonſbend ſeconded the motion. He Rt. Hon. 
aid, the words of the motion contained almoſt every thing . 
neceſſary to convince every perſon who had conſidered the? ; 

* ſubject. If Scotland 1s to be put on a footing with England, 

n reſpect of conſtitutional defence, why not take the inſtitu- 

57 ton with all its conſequences of pay, as well as eſtabliſhment ? 

The Engliſh ſurely would deſerve to be both pitied and con- 

temned, ſhould they be ſuch dupes to conſent to ſo monſtrous 

and unreaſonable a propoſition, 

% Sir Adam Ferguſſon 1nfiſted, that Scotland had as good a Sir Adam 
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p night to have her militia paid out of the taxes, as England. W 
F That ſhe pays in proportion to all the burdens with this part 
| of the iſland in every one particular but the land-tax. That 
* the duties, cuſtoms, and exciſes collected within Scotland, do 
6 oct exhibit a true ſtate of what that country really contributes. 
„hat great quantities of goods are taken by Scotland, and 
. the duties paid by it, though they are collected here; the 
ar Scotch being the conſumers. He inſtanced the articles par- 
> WY ticularly which are imported into this metropolis from the 
1 Laſt- Indies; befides ſeveral other commodities, ſuch as 


J groceries, cottons, &c. On theſe accounts, as well as that 
5 very conſiderable ſhare of the whole landed property of 
ddt country was ſpent in this, he was aſtoniſhed how any 

man could ſeriouſly propoſe to tax them locally, for the pur- 


y pole of paying their own militia, when they had for ſo many 
eo bears contributed towards the payment of the militia in this 
n- lt of the kingdom, though partially deprived of ſuch an 
1 ctabliſnment themſelves. = | 
the Right hon. Sir Gilbert Elliot expreſſed his aſtoniſhment that — Gilbert 
pal gentlemen jhould think of making their militia a provincial “““ 
1 affair ; it was not intended as a partial benefit to a particular 
part of this iſland, but as a plan of general utility, and a 


1 ans of ſecurity to the nation at large. He agreed to the 
; bonourable gentleman's Mr. Grenville | account of the Scotch 
revenue 5 but contended, that great ſums were ſpent in Eng- 


4 and by Scotcl. genilemen, whom he would call reſident ab- 
for lentses, and by perſons who relorted to London for amuſe- 
der E or on buſineſs. He obſerved, that great ſtreſs had 
wel en laid on the circumſtance that Scotland did not con- 
on ribute proportionably to the land- tax with England; for his 


eb he had no objection to the removing that impediment, 
dor did he doubt, if an equal land- tax took place throughout 
05, frery part of the united kingdom, that Scotland, inſtead of 
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being a loſer by ſuch a regulation, would be a very conſidera. 
ble gainer. 

Mr. Townſhend replied, that the ments of the right 
honourable gentleman, proved too much, or proved nothing ; 
they proved that Ireland and America were taxed, becauſe 
they purchaſed certain commodities in this country, nay, 
that every forcign nation in Europe, contributed 'to our 
burdens, becauſe they are the conſumers of ſome of our 
manufactures. In point of abſentees and reſidents, the fame 
argument held good; for he knew no part of the dominions 
of the Britiſh crown from which there were not perſons con- 
ſtantly reſiding in London and other parts of England. He 
went further; he contended, that he did not know a county 
in England that migat not urge the ſame plea with equal 
weight and plauſibility.” We pay duties, for we are the 
conſumers. Our gentlemen of landed property are abſent 
for nearly fix months in the year; the produce of their 
eſtates is ſpent in Middleſex, therefore as we do not pay any 
thing like a proportionable ſhare of the land-tax, give us a 
militia, but do not oblige us to contribute to its ſupport. ) 
He then ſpoke to the propriety of the meaſure, independent n 
of its . He infiſted, that the militia would be better « 
exerciſed, better diſciplined, and in _ reſpe& more pro- t 

ta 
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perly regulated, by making the tax local, as it would be a 
controul on the ſpot, and would thereby prevent thoſe abuſes 
which paſs by unnoticed, when the ſupport was to be drawn 
out of a general fund, in which no body of men could claim bi 
a diſtin property. He ſpoke of the Highland indepen- 
dent companies, and obſerved what little ſervice they 
were of, for at one time, when general Wade received 
them, they were found to be denicicnt at leaft one hall, 
on which he reprimanded Lord Lovat, and complained 


to his lordſhip by meſſage, how very incomplete his co He 
in particular happened to be; to which Lovat replied, Tha pre 
fignifies very little, I can have 12co men to turn out upo thi 
any ſervice, whenever J pleaſe. det 

3 North againſt the motion. He ſaid he never ente tar 
tained an idea that a local tax would be propoſed inſtead of WM mir 
national one, He was of opinion that the propoſed nation ove 
eſtabliſhment would be an additional ſaſeguard and ſecurity 0 whe 
the united kingdom, and as ſuch ſhould be taken up and 1PM ria] 
ported on the moſt liberal ground, and would anfwer eve exp 
beneficial and ſalutary purpoſe of the Engliſh militia. part 

Mr. Vyner ſaid, he was much puzzled before he came do, y 


how to conduct himſelf, or whether to vote for or ag 


F # 
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the bill, and confeſſed his obligations to the honourable gen- 
neman who framed the motion, for ſteering clear of the ob- 
jetion, which preſented itſelf on either hand, that of reject- 
ing the bill entirely, or agreeing to it upon terms that no man 
in his ſenſes could poſſibly ſubmit to or accept. 

Sir Walter Blacket and Mr. Tuffnel ſpoke likewiſe in ſup- 

of the motion. 

The Houſe divided; for the motion 54, againſt it 57. 

The Houſe went into the committee on the bill, and a clauſe 
being offered, that the eldeſt ſon of a peer ſhould be qualified 
to ſerve as an officer, without what is in other inſtances 
deemed a legal qualification, this produced a debate, and the 
committee divided, ayes 41, noes 38. The main argument 
urged in favour of the clauſe was, that if it ſhould be re- 
ted, it would at once decide the fate of the bill, for it 
would be the occaſion of throwing it out in the Houſe of 
Lords. The committee adjourned till to- morrow. 

March 15. 

Committee on the Scotch militia bill, Some of the clauſes 
produced a debate, 1 reſpecting the number of 
men, the clauſe relating to ſubſtitutes, and in relation to 
qualifications. At length it was agreed to let the bill go 
trough the committee, to report it immediately, and ta 
take it into conſideration on the 20th, previous to any motion 
for ordering it to be engroſſed, and read a third time. 

The bill for better ſupplying marines, to ſerve on board 
bis Majefty's ſhips of war, and” for the more ſpeedy ſupply 
of ſeamen to ſerve on board trading veſſels, was read a ſecond 
time, and committed, 

Adjourned to March 18. 

March 18. 

Mr. D. Hartley preſſed the neceſſity of laying before the Mr. p. 
Houſe the real expence of the navy. He ſaid, the accounts Herr. 
produced by way of eſtimate, ſeldom contained above two 
thirds of the expence : that under the title of the navy 
debt, and fervices not provided for, and of navy extraordi- 
daries, a cuſtom had been by degrees introduced, which gave 
miniſters an abſolute and unlimitted pofſeſhon and command 
orer the public purſe. The preſent was a ſeaſon, he inſiſted, 
when Parliament ought to take donble care that this miniſte- 
nal licence was not abuſed, as immenſe ſums might be 
expended in this way, entirely unknown, and without the 
participation of the Houſe. He was aware how inefficacious 
u application of this kind would prove, if the noble lord 
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on the oppoſite (the treaſury) bench ſhoutd think proper to 
ſet his face againſt it. He therefore exhorted his lordſhip to 
bring forward an account of t he expenditure of laft year, 
for he aſſured him that it was a matter his lordſhip's honour, 
and the credit of his adminiſtration, were equally concerned 
in. He ſaid, that the tranſport ſervice muſt have amounted 
to a very conſiderable ſum, in the courſe of the laſt year, 
that no account of that particular ſervice had yet been pro- 
duced, that he intended to move for that, and an account of 
the navy debt; but he was convinced what little purpoſe it 
would anſwer to frame any motion, ſhould the noble Lord as 
uſual ſeem averſe to it. 

Lord North ſaid, it was not the wiſh of adminiſtration to 
conceal any thing from the Houſe, nor was it in their power, 
were they defirous of ſo doing. As to incurring expences, 
the exact amount of which could not be aſcertained at the 
time; it was the conſtant uſage of office at all times, and was 
not peculiar to the preſent adminiſtration. It aroſe from the 
nature of the ſervice : for how was it poſſible to ſtate what 
the extraordinaries in any given year would amount to, till 
they were firſt known? They might be more, they might 
be leſs; and as to the power veſted in adminiſtration, he 
could fee no poſſible abuſe that could be made of it. It 
was impoſſible that the money expended could be known to 
Parliament at the very time it was iſſuing, nor the exact 
amount of the debt incurred, but ſtill the Houſe retained the 
efficient controul ; for if the debt was improperly incurred in 
the firſt inſtance, or if there appeared any abuſe or malverſa- 
tion when the accounts came to be inipefted, thoſe who had 
abuſed the truſt neceſſarily repoſed in them, were liable to 
be ſeverely puniſhed, and to ſuffer under the diſpleaſure of 
chat Houſe. His lordſhip added, that for his part he had no 
ohjection to give the honourable gentle man every information 
he deſired; but he believed that ſeveral of the accounts were not 
yet cloſed or complete; ſuch as were, he was very ready 
to comply with the honourable gentleman's requiſition, | 

Mr. Hartley then moved, that an account of navy, vic- 
tualling, and tranſport bills, that were made out on or before 
the 29th of February, 1776, be laid before this Houle. 
And that an account of the incrcale of the debt of the navy, 
between the 31ft of December, 1774, and the gift of De- 
cember, 1775, be laid before this Houſe ; together with the 
ſpecification of the reſpective ſervices for which ſaid debt w3s 
incurred, as far as the fame can bc made up, 
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1.1776. D E 4a 7:8 £ 419. 
Navy-office, 6th March, 1776. 


fu eflimate of the debt of his Majeſty's navy, on the heads hereafter mentioned, 
as it ſtood on the 3iſt December, 1775. | 


HEADS OF THE NAVAL ESTIMATES, 


ear and tear, ordinary, extra, repairs, and tranſports. 
PARTICULARS, TOTAL, 


Due to pay off and diſcharge all 
the bills regiſtered on the courle of 
tie navy for ſtores, freight of tranſ- 
ports, &c. ſupplied for the ſervice 
thereof = f 

Due to pay off and diſcharge bills 
regiſtered on the ſaid courle for 
premium allowed by act of par- 
Lament on naval ſtores = = = 

Due for freight of tranſports and 
tenders, and for ſtores delivered into 
bis Majeſty's ſeveral yards, &c. for 
rluch no bills were made out on the 
forefaid 31ſt December, 1775, as 
Ub to ſeveral bills of exchange = 

Due to his Majeſty's ſeveral yards 
and rope-yards, for the ordinary 
ad extraordinary 

Due for half-pay to ſea-officers, 
«cording to an eſtabliſhment made 
y his late Majeſty in council, on 
bat behalf - = = =» — 


Scamen's Wares. 
Due to pay men, &c. unpaid on 
the books of ſhips paid off - = - 
Due to pay ſhips in ſea pay on the 
aorefaid 31ſt December, 1775 = 
Due to diſcharge and pay off all 
tie bills entered in courſe for ſtop 
doaths, bedding for ſeamen, ſur- 
£008, neceſſaries, free-gifts, &c. 


ue for ſhort allowance to the 
"Mpanies of his Majeſty's ſhips in 
MY, and which have been paid off 


78 


1381701 


89818 


151039 


77907 


4 „ 


19 3 


15 7 


4 6 


15 1 


1 8 


72148 


119907 
352604 


58842 


— 1772615 16 3 


11 7+ 


16 2 


10 6 


Vidtualling debt, as per eſtimate, 
Received from thoſe commiſſioners, viz. 


17650 


$31354 18 3x - 


14 6 


Due for paying off all the bills 
entered on their courſe - <- = 


Due for proviſions delivered, and 


ſervices performed, for which no 


bills were made out on the aforeſaid 
ziſt December, 1975 - - - 
Due for neceſſary money, extra 
neceſſary money, bills of exchange, 
and contingencies = = = = = 
Due to the officers, workmen, 
and labourers, employed at the ſe- 
vera] ports - - - - 


Sick and hurt, the debt of that offfce, 
as per eſtimate, received from theſe commiſſroners, viz, 


Due for the quarters, and cure 
of fick and hurt ſeamen, ſet on 
ſhore from his Majeſty's ſhips, at 
the ſeveral ports, and for contin- 
gencies relating to the ſaid office 
The total amounts to the ſum 
RES. © oo Me 
From whence, deducting the 
money in the treaſurer's hands - 

And alſo the money that remained 
to come in of ſupplies, as in p. 421, 


The debt will then be 26985797. 

N. B. In this debt is included 
for charge of tranſports, between 
1ſt January, 1775, and giſt De- 
cember following 

And it appears by an account 
received from the commiſſioners of 
the victualling, that the expence of 
victuals ſupplied the ſoldiers, be- 
tween iſt Jan. 1775, and the 31ſt 
December following, amounts to 


For which fum of 2449611. 1 35.824. 
no proviſion has been made by par- 
lament, but if thought fit to be 
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795439 54 n 
| } 
- 18557 11 2 
3280 15 7 
ty 
9445 19 4 a 
844374 5 1 


147274 14 62 


15336 1 2 
3103081 1 71 


317827 7 o ba, 


465102 1 61 


2698579 0 0; 


148670 8 3 


96291 5 54 
— 244961 13 84 


granted 


J. 1776. 


ded for in former 
The net debt o 
then be 
M. Suckling. 


nted, as the like ſervice was pro- 


; 


= Xs & ST” 421 
Cars * ns 1 4. 4. 
the navy will 
1 2453017 6 4 
J. Williams. T. Brett. I. Palmer, x 


Memorandum, There was remaining in the hands of the late and preſent 
treaſurers of the navy, on the 3% December, 1775, in money, as 
undermentioned, and may be reckoned towards ſatisfying the aforeſaid debt 


of the navy. 


On the heads of 
Wear and tear, | Total. 
I what In money, ordinary and,Seamenswages.| Victuals. 
traſurers ꝛranſports. 4. & to 
hands, £5 » 64: * Sj + ae 
YR In money | 7645 2 7/2247 3 12 | 2379 19 11 
Cee I Ditio towards 12404 5 6 
unn the debt for 
1 fick and hurt 
* ſeamen. 131 19 nor 
kt, hon, In money 7051 19 53 3720 3 114) 1640 7 71 
Wn, lord | Ditto cowards 12448 1 104 
vſcount the debt for 
luring - ſick and hurt | 
bn, ſeamen, 35 10 101 
J It. hon. — money 15623 9 6114533 12 24] 2739 12 42 
1 U. lord itto towards 32916 6 87 
"ah the debt for g 
2 How ſick and hutt 
- ſeamen, 19 12 6L 1 
It. hon In money [20812 14 9461110 14 94] 5916 5 1+ 
& Git. | Ditto towards 89506 © 57 
rt El. the debt for 
kit, bett. fic and hurt 
62 7 ſeamen, | 
r 1666 5 ol 
— | 2 a 8 
ob 51133 6 4483465 3 11 12676 5 4 147274 14 61 


There remained an the 431i December, 1775, to come in from the ex- 
Wequer of the ſupplies of the year 1775 


317327 7 of 


Nazy-office, 20th March, 1776. 
tn account, ſhewing the increaſe of the debt of his Majeſty's navy on the 21ft 
if December, 1775, with the reaſons for the ſard increaſe prepared, 
Debt of the navy, on the 31ift December, 1775 2693579 o of 
Debt of the nav y, on the 31ſt December, 1774 1886100 8 3 


— — 


92 


News the debt of the navy, on the 31ſt December, 
1775, to be increaſed - E12478 11 


ted 


? 
. Reaſons for the ſaid increaſe, on account of the navy. 
| To be accounted for by the . 
tereſt incurred on navy Navy. ViQtualiing. 
„% - £37360 13 1 £-453282 2 81 {359196 9 x 


10— 


% 
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Premium on the importation of naval 
ſtores -— - - — 

Head money for privateers taken in 
Foe ak wr -  - = 

Sundry expences on account of the 
longitude - - 


Charge of tranſports — N 
1 of raifing volunteer ſeamen on 
ore - - - 


For 1846 ſeamen and marines, borne 
more than voted for wear and tear, 


and wages - - - 
For building ſhips by contractors in 
___ merchant's yards - - 


Bills of exchange drawn by vice ad- 
miral Graves, at Boſton, for the 
purchaſe of veſſels to be employed 
in North America - - 

Specie ſent out to the naval officer at 
Boſton and Halifax, the latter end 
of laſt year, to ſave the great diſ- 
count that has lately been given on 
bills drawn at thoſe places — 

For the value of hemp, foreign oak 
13 American maſts, and Eng- 

vIiſh oak timber, contracted for in 
1774, which ſhould have made part 
of the expence of that ycar, but not 
being delivered until 1775, the 
whole of the ſupplies for naval 
ſervices for 1774 (excluſive of the 
extraordinary expences not pro- 
vided for by parliament) was not 
expended to the amount of - 

For the value of ſundry naval ſtores, 
ſuch as tar, turpentine, oil, tal- 
low, ſheathing board, hammacoes, 
lead, canvas, and iron, purchaſed 
in part to increaſe the magazine in 
ſuch of the articles, as were of Ame- 

rican growth, and under the preſent 
circumſtances of that country might 
not be procured from thence, and 
others purchaſed in addition to what 


44866 15 © 
680 © o 


2795 10 
148670 3 


977 4 


68394 © © 


22096 12 2 


4005 © © 


15000 O Oo 


40297 © © 
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had been eſtimated to be neceſſary 
at the beginning of the year, on 
account of the fitting out the great 


number of ſhips lately commiſſioned 47766 


To pay Sir John St. Aubyn for rent 
and fine of certain premiſes at Ply- 
mouth, which had been running in 
arrear from the year 1765, on ac- 
count of the inſtruments relative 
thereto not being executed till the 


Lery money for an augmentation of 
31 men per company to the marines, 
and money advanced on the re- 
cruiting ſervice for the marines in 


For conſiderable repairs done to the 
royal hoſpitals at Plymouth and 


Jamaica, &c. - - - 2956 


year 1775 - . - - 2361 


lreland - - — 10510 


4. £2 
9 0 
0 © 
0 oO 
12 10 
— 452686 18 


Lipence of victualling land forces 22 
kitra freights and demurrage - 566 
litereſt paid and incurred on bills 13148 
Aiditional allowance of vinegar 1828 
new wharf building at Portſmouth 1000 
Vegetables purchaſed and making 
lour grout, ſent for the ſervice of 
us Majeſty's thips employed in 
North- America - - 16 32 
us of Exchange drawn from the 
Laſt-Indies for the ſervice of his 

Majeſty's ſhips there in the pre- 

ceding year, which have been paid 
n the preſent year - - 23355 
ls made out to purſers on the ba- 

lance of their victualling accounts 

numbered in this year, for ac- 

cunts which terminated in for- 

der years, and not included in any 

mer debt, in regard it could not 

Yor, III. K K k 


5. 


5 
17 
15 
16 

2 


14 


. 


1 
+ 


O SB Om 
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On Account of the Fiflualling, as received from thoſe Commiſſroners, viz. 


be 
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. . d. Lf. * :& 


be known until their accounts were 
made up, whether they were debtor 
or creditor - = 243 3 $4 
Bills made out for provifions delivered 
and ſervices performed on or before 
the 3ift of December 1774, re- 
ceived and numbered kae, and 
were not included in the eſtimate 
of the debt for that time, the ac- 
counts of which not coming to 
hand till the year 1775 - 14885 15 10 
Amount of proviſions, &c. ſhipped 
to ſupply his Majeſty's ſhips at 
Boſton - 41 9 
Amount of ditto, ſhipped. to ſupply 
his Majeſty's — in the Mediter- 
ranean at, 8 13 
Amount of ditto, ſhipped to ſupply 
his Majeſty's ſhips in the Laſf- ; 
Indies - 1265 13 4+ 
Amount of ditto, ſhipped for ſup ly 
of his 1 s ſhips at the 2 
Ports - 19563 10 2 
Value of the remains in tore on the 
giſt of December 1775, exceed the 
remains of the preceding year 271 13 2 
There were a greater number of his 
Majeſty's ſhips in commiſſion on 
the 31ſt of December 1775, than 
on the 31ſt of December 1774, and 
conſequently, remains of the pro- 
viſions on board on the of of 
December 1775, muſt greatly ex- 
| ceed the remains of the preceding 
year; which with the high prices 
Lid for prov iſions for the uſe of 
* Majeſty's ſhips in foreign parts 
together with the waſte and decay 
of proviſions, may be preſumed to 
be reaſons for the remaining ſum 
of - - - - Q91524 9 10; 
_ — 356220 6 
M. Suckling, J. Williams, . Brett, W. Palme. 


d. 
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Navy-Office, 2 iſt of March, 1776. 

fn Account of the number of Seamen and Mariners employed in the Service 
of the Royal Navy from the 1ſt of January 1775, to the 29th of February 
1776, upon à medium of each month, diſtinguiſhing the Seamen from 
the Marines, and what number of each were borne and muſtered in the 
Service prepared, purſuant to a precept of the honourabie Houſe of Com- 
nom, dated the 1 3th mſtant. 


A. 1776. | 


33 Seamen. | Marines. 
—_ Borne, Muſter'd. Borne. Muſter'd. 
775 _ - 14868 14707 4099 2233 
ebruary<—e = I 5069 14842 4032 2059 
March - I 5010 14768 4132 21 
April - 15257 15079 4169 2088 
May - 14874 14628 4111 1912 
une 13728 13630 4123 1915 
July - 14406 14283 4497 1966 
Auguſt - 15091 14949 4664 2071 
September 15380 15224 5035 2298 
October - 15723 15571 5196 2466 
November 16257 16109 5513 2509 
December 17100 16956 5832 2787 
17756 January - 17894 17672 ——— —— - 
ebruary = 18413 18162 - - — - = - 
219070 216580 55403 2644 
Upon a medium to the 
end of February 15647 15470 ——— 243 
Ditto, to December laſt = - - - — — — 4616 2203 


The medium of the ſeamen is taken for the whole time, but that of 
the marines is taken only to the 31ſt of December laſt, no account of the 
liore muſters having been yet received from the ports for the months 


of January and February. 
H. Suckling, « Williams, T. Brett, R. Temple, 
March 19. 
Hindon incapacitating bill. 
March 20. 

Order of the day, to take into conſideration the report of 
the Scotch militia bill. 

Right hon, 7. Townſhend moved to put it off to this day Right Hon, 
four months, He faid, it was to the laſt degree unreaſonable 7. J. 
bo expect that England thouk! bear the expence of a land- * 
ux in ſo monſtrous a diſproportion, and it was an attempt of 

K K K 2 the 


| Mr. Powys 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1776, 


the firſt impreſſion to add to this inequitable mode of raiſing 


that tax, the burden of paying their militia. If Scotland 
wants a. militia, in God's name let her have it, but let her 
pay for it. If ſhe ſhuns the expence, either by way of a 
county rate, or contributing proportionably with this part of 
of the united kingdom, to the very tax which is particularly 
appropriated to defray ing the charge of the militia, what is 
that but in other words telling us, we want ſuch an eftabliſh- 
ment, but we have the 2 to expect that you will agree 
to be at the expence ? 

* Mr. Powys ſeconded the motion, and obſerved, that North 
Britain does not pay above the one- fortieth part of the land- 
tax, though the value of the lands is about one-ſixth. The 
preſent bill, he obſerved, kept the laſt proportion in view, but 


made no proviſion for the maintenance and ſupport of the 


militia, thus to be raiſed and embodied. Therefore, in his 
opinion, Scotland ſhould have the option of contributing 
her full ſhare to the land- tax, and to have a militia accord- 
ing to that proportion, or of paying the militia by a local 


tax. If ſhe refuſed to conſent to either of thoſe propoſitions, 


he truſted there was not one Engliſhman in that Houſe, who 


could ſo far forget the duty he owed to his conſtituents, or 
the intereſts and honour of his country, as to vote for the 


bill; or if any ſuch could be found, he truſted he would find 
himſelf in a minority. | 


2 - Lord Mountgſtuart, who brought in the bill, ſupported it. 


He faid, a national militia was the great conſtitutional bul- 
wark of this kingdom, and why exclude any part of the 
united kingdom from contributing to the general ſecurity 2 
He obſerved, that the people of England were trained to the 
uſe of arms, while Scotland was left weak and defenceleſs; 
that the land: tax was no fair criterion of what Scotland really 
contributed towards the common ſupport, for her conſump- 
tion of commodities, which paid duties here, was very con- 
fiderable, and one half of the produce of the lands of that 
country, he believed, was expended in this. As a proof of 
the weakneſs of government there, he ſaid a ſmuggling cutter 
with a few guns and twenty men, had laſt year come into the 
Firth of Forth, and landed her cargo in the middle of the 
day; that the exciſe officers applied for a ſerjeant and twelve 
men, but none were to be had, but fuch as were at ſo great 
a diſtance, that the ſmugglers had time to diſpoſe of their 
cargo, and to retire unmoleſted, before the detachment ar- 
rived, . Sie 


2 „ bang 4 


GS. 5, 6 — 


W oa 


A. 1776+ by = 3 2& Ws 0 8 429 
Sir Philip Jennings Clerke againſt the bill; ſaid he could not Sir P. J. 
imagine, however confident of their great power and in- — 
fluence the Scotch nation might be, how they could poſhbly 
expe&t, that beſides paying their land- tax for them, we. 
hould like wiſe be at the expence of paying their militia. Ws, 
Mu. V. H. Hartley declared his diſapprobation of the bill. Mr. V. H. 
He infiſted, the whole matter lay within a narrow compaſs, Ai 
b Scotland willing to ſupport her own militia by a local tax, 
by contributing proportionably to the land-tax ; or is ſhe 
zot? If ſhe be, I tee no reaſon why ſhe ſhould be debarred 
hat privilege. If ſhe be not, I take it, - ſhe is not really in 
aarneſt, or ſhe thinks that England is as forgetful of her. 
own honour as ſhe is blind to her intereſts, by even liſtening 
v ſuch a propoſition, 
Mr. Turner replied to ſome of the arguments uſed by lord Mr. Trner, 
Mountſtuart, particularly as a militia might prevent ſmug- 
fling; ſaid he lived near the fea, and had always obſerved 
hat the militia were the greateſt ſmugglers in the whole 
wuntry, except another deſcription of men the noble lord 
nentioned, the cuſtom-houſe officers, and ſuch as they ſecretly 
xrmitted, who were ſharers in the profits. 
Mr, Stanhope againſt the bill; he condemned it throughout. Mr. Stan- 
He poke of the expence, and the poverty of the nation, of . 
de complexion of the bill, and the unconſtitutional power 
t would put into the King's hands, of diſarming the militia 
t his pleaſure, perhaps when their aid was moſt wanted. Is 
poſſible that the noble Lord on the treaſury-bench can come 
nto this Houſe, and give a bill his countenance and ſupport, 
by which ſuch an expence is to be incurred, and at the ſame 
ime aſſure his Majeſty that we could not pay a civil lift debt 
o 500,0001? Or does his Lordſhip think that the clauſe 
Where the three guineas per man may be given, will recruit 
le army, and fave the trouble and expence of ſending a body 
af foreign mercenaries to America, to cut the throats of our 
Klon-fubjects in that country? He then enumerated ſe- 
feral of the expences incurred laſt year, and predicted that 
we muſt either lay on new taxes, or ſubmit to pay a premium 
0 50 per cent, on our contracts, to the whole tribe of money 
pbbers, contractors, &c. | 
The Lord Mayor Mr. Sawbridge] condemned militias in The Led 
Feral, He ſaid they could be no longer deemed a con- Mayer. 
litutional defence, under the immediate controul and direc- 
on of the people; for by the bill paſſed be ſore Chriſtmas, 
were rendered a ſtanding army to all intents and pur- 
SE poles 
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poſts whatever, as much as the body of men which paſſed 
under that name, the King having it in his power to call 
them out on the moſt frivolous occafions, and when they 
were embodied, of employing them in any ſervice, an! for 
what purpoſe he pleaſed. He ſaid he knew many of the gen- 
tlemen of Scotland, who were as warm aſſertors of freedom 
as any in that Houſe ; but the _ of the people were in 
general tinctured with notions of deſpotiſm ; their laws aud 
education inclined them that way; he ſhould therefore be 
unwilling to truſt them with ſuch an eſtabliſhment ; for when 
x once got arms in their hands, their diſpoſitions uniting 
with their intereſts, might render them fit inſtruments in the 
hands of a treacherous, tyrannic and unprincipled admini- 
ſtration. He inſtanced this in the ſpirit ſhewn in the addreſſes, 
which came from that eountry, where, though they did not 
ſay that they were ready to cut the throats of every man 
in America, they hinted pretty roundly that they were ready 
and willing, whenever his Majeſty thought proper, to 
cut the throats of their fellow ſubjefts at home, He ob- 
ſerved, likewiſe, that the exception he made in favour 
of individuals, did not contradict his general aſſertions, for 
there were worthy valuable men in the moſt deſpotic 
countries; and that he believed more addreſſes were pre- 
ſented from Scotland, than there were towns, villages, and 
hamlets in the whole kingdom. 

Lerd Verb. Lord North ſupported the bill on the ground of conſtitu— 
tional defence. He ſaid he could not agree in the conſtrue- 
tion put by the honourable magiſtrate on the Scotch addreſſes. 
He had read them, and, for his part, he could ſee nothing 
contained in them which would admit of ſuch an interpre- 
tation. He imagined the honourable gentleman read and 
run, or otherwiſe he could not have poſſibly hit on ſuch a 
conſtruction as that they offered to cut the throats of their 
fellow · ſubjects, either at home or in America. 
The Houſe divided; for Mr. Townſhend's motion 112, 
againſt it, 95. So the bill was loſt. | 


. 

The Bill, in general, was framed upon the Model of the Eng- 

liſh Bill, It differed, hawever, in ſome Places. Theſe varia- 

tions it will not, perhaps, be improper to note: and therefore 

' we have extracted ſuch Parts of the Bill as contain thoſe va- 
riations. : 

= And be it further enacted, That the number of private D 

1 men 


rn 
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men to be raiſed, by virtue of this act, in that part of Great 
Britain, called Scotland, ſhall be, 


For the county of Aberdeen, five hundred and fifty-one. 

For the county of Air, two hundred and eighty. 

For the county of Argyll, three hundred and fourteen. | 

For the county of Bute, thirty-four. 

For the county of Banft, one lrundred and eighty-two. 

For the county of Berwick, one hundred and twenty. 

For the county of Caithneſs, one hundred and five. 

For the county of Sutherland, one hundred. 

For the county of Dumfries, one hundred and eighty-eight. 

For the county of Dumbarton, ſixty- ſix. 

For the county of Edinburgh, two hundred and eighty-ſix. 

For the city and county of the city of Edinburgh, one 
hundred and forty-three. 

For the county of Elgin, one hundred and forty-five, 

For the county of Nairn, twenty-ſeven. 

For the county of Fife, three hundred and eighty-ſeven. 

For the county of Kinroſs, twenty-three. 

For the county of Forfar, three hundred and twenty-ſix. 

For th county of Haddington, one hundred and forty-one. 

For the county of Inverneis, two hundred and eighty-two. 

For the county of Kincardine, one hundred and nine. 

For the ſtewartry of Kircudbright, one hundred. 

For the county of Lanark, three hundred and eighty-eight. 

For the county of Linlithgow, eighty. 

For the county of Orkney and Zetland, one hundred and 
eighty-three, | 

For the county of Peebles, forty-two. 

For the county of Perth, five hundred and ſixty-four. 

For the county of Renfrew, one hundred and twenty-ſix. 

For the county of Ros, two hundred and three. 

For the county of Cromarty, twenty-four, 

For the county of Roxburgh, one hundred and ſixty- five. 

For the county of Selkirk, nineteen. 

For the county of Stirling, one hundred and ſeventy-fix. 

For the county of Clackmannan, forty-three. 

For the county of Wigton or Galloway, ſev-aty-eight. . . 

And be it enacted, That no peer of t realm, nor any 


perſon who ſhall ſerve as a commitfion © cer in his Maje- 
lty's other ſorces, or in any one of his caſtles or forts, nor any 
a0n-commiſhon officer or private man ſerving in any of his 
Majeſty's other forces, nor any commiſhon officer ſerving, 
or who has ſerved three years in the militia, nor any perſon 


being 


other in Scotland, until the expiration of fix years from the 


| 
' 
'F 
| 
it 
| 

| 

| 
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-being a member of any of the univerſitics, nor any clergy- 
man, nor any licenſed teacher of any ſeparate congregation, 
nor any articled clerk, ' apprentice, ſeaman, or ſea-faring 
man, nor any perſon muſtered and doing duty in any of his 
Majeſty's docks, nor any man not poſſeſſed of the qualifica- 
tion neceſſary to enable him to be a deputy lieutenant or 
commiſſion officer in the militia, who has a living child born 
in lawful wedlock, ſhall be compelled to ſerve perſonally, or 
provide a ſubſtitute to ſerve, in the militia... .. 

And be it further enacted, That no perſon ſhall be ad- 
mitted to ſerve as as ſubſtitute in the militia for any county 
or ſtewartry, who ſhall not have had his ordinary refidence in 
the county or ſtewartry for which he ſhall offer to ſerve, for 
twelve calendar months immediately preceding; nor ſhall 
any perſon be admitted to ſerve as a ſubſtitute, who ſhall be- 
fore have ſerved for three years, cither for the county or 
ſtewartry for which he is propoſed as a ſubſtitute, or for any 


time of his former ſervice... .. .. . 
And be it enacted, That it ſhall be optional to any bat- 
talion or independant company of militia, within that part 
of the united kingdom, called Scotland, to be cloathed 1n the 
1 dreſs, if the commanding officer thereof ſhall think 
„ ö 

And be it further enacted, That at the end of the firſt 
year's ſervice of any battalion or independant company of 
militia, one third part of the private men of ſuch hattalion 
or independant company ſhall be diſcharged by ballot, and 
the private men ſo diſcharged, and alſo ſuch vacancies as may 
have happened, ſhall be ſupplied by ballot ; and after the 
ſecond year's ſervice of any battalion or independant com- 
pany of militia, one other of the two remaining third parts 
of the private men ſhall be diſcharged, and others ſupplied, 
in like manner; and at the end of the third year's ſervice of 
any battalion or independaat company of militia, the re- 
maining third part of the private men ſhall be diſcharged, 
and ſupplied in like manner; and from thenceforth a ballot 
ſhall be regularly made each year, for ſupplying the private 
men ſo diſcharged in rotation, and alſo for ſupplying fuch Wor! 
vacancies as may have happened in any battalion or indepen- . 4 
dant company of militia. .. . . . 

And be it further enacted, That if any perſon, who is {worn 
and inrolled to ſerve in the ſaid militia, ſhall enliſt into his 
Majeſty's other forces, the colonel or commanding — 
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of fuch regiment or corps in which he ſhall ſo enliſt, ſhall pay 
tothe clerk of the corps of militia to which ſuch militia man 
belongs, the ſum of three pounds three ſhillings ſterling, which 
ſhall be accounted for and paid by him to the commanding 
oficer of the corps for which ſuch militia man was enrolled 
tſerve, and ſhall be applied towards finding another man to 


erve in ſuch militia, in the room of the perſon ſo inlifting ; 


Fi » 
and if ſuch colonel or commanding officer ſhall, on demand, 
refuſe to pay ſuch ſum of money to the clerk of the corps of 
nilitia, ſuch enliſting ſhall be from thenceforth null and 
wid. And if any militia man ſhall deny to any officer, ſer- 
rant, or other perſon, recruiting for men to enliſt and ſerve 
n his Majeſty's other forces, that he is, at the time of his 
offering to inliſt, a militia man then actually inrolled and 
engaged to ſerve (which the ſaid officer, ſerjeant, or other 
perſon, is hereby required to atk any man offering to inliſt) 
ad ſhall inliſt in his Majeſty's other forces, ſuch perion o 
dfending, and who ſhall thereof be convicted before any ju- 
lice of the peace for ſuch county or ſtewartrv, ſhall be com- 
mitted to the common gaol of ſuch county or ſtewartry, there 
bremain without bail, for any time not exceeding fix ca- 
kadar months, over and above any penalty or puniſhment 
bwhuch ſuch perſon ſo offending ſhall be otherwiſe liable by 
av, and from the day on which his engagement to ſerve in 
de militia ſhall end, and not ſooner, except on payment of 
ſuch ſum of money as aforeſaid, he ſhall belong as a ſoldier to 
ch corps of his Majeſty's other forces into which he ſhall 
7 been fo inliſted. , . . . [Upon this clauſe the bill was 
6, 

And be it enated, That if any perſon ſerving in any of 
ws Majeſty's regular forces ſhall offer to ſerve, and be in- 
alled, as a ſubſtitute, in the militia, he ſhall for every ſuch 
races forteit and pay any ſum not exceeding ten pounds 
ling. 


(The Right Hon. T. Tounſhend and Mr. V. H. Hartley Mr. Tawn- 


marked upon the following clauſe, that it had a moſt unfa- A“ _ 
. arte 


ourable and ſuſpicious appearance; it veſted, they faid, a h. 
wer in the crown that might be employed to the very 
borſt purpoſes. ] 

And be it enacted, That his Majeſty's lieutenants, or any 
ee deputy lieutenants, of any county or ſtewartry, is and 
ue hereby authoriſed, by warrant —— his hand and ſeal, 
their hands and ſeals, to employ ſuch perſon, or perſons as 
* or they {hall think fit, to ſeize and remove the atms, 
-Vou, it. , 1. II clothes 
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clothes and accoutrements, belonging to the militia of ſuch 
county or ſtewartry, whenever his ajeſty's ſaid lieutenants 
or the deputy lieutenants, ſhall adjudge it neceſſary to the 
kingdom, and to deliver the ſaid arms, clothes, and accoutre- 
ments, into the cuſtody of ſuch perſon or perſons as his Ma- 
jeſty's ſaid lieutenants, or deputy lieutenants, ſhall appoint to 
receive the ſame, for the purpoſes of this act. 
March 21. | 
Mr. Alder- Mr. Alderman Wilkes. All wiſe governments, and well. 
regulated ſtates, have been particularly careful to mark and 
correct the various abuſes, which a confiderable length of 
time almoſt neceſſarily creates. Among theſe, one of the 
moſt ſtriking and important in our country is, the preſent 
unfair and inadequate ftate of the repreſentation of the peo- 
ple of England in Parliament. It is now become ſo partial 
and unequal, from the lapſe of time, that I believe almoſt 
every gentleman in the Houſe will agree with me in the ne- 
ceſſity of its being taken into our moſt ſerious conſideration, 
and of our endeayouring to find a remedy for this great and 
gowing evil. 

I with, Sir, my ſlender abilities were equal to a thorough 
inveſtigation of this momentous buſineſs. Very diligent and 
well-meant endeavours have not been wanting to trace it 
from the firſt origin, The moſt natural and perfect idea of 
a-free government is, in my mind, that of the people them. 
ſelves aſſembling to determine by what laws they chuſe to 
be * —ĩ and to eſtabliſn the regulations they think ne 

ceſſary for the protection of their property and liberty againſt 
all violence and fraud. Every member of ſuch a commu 
nity would ſubmit with alacrity to the obſervance of what 
had been enacted by himſelf, and affiſt with ſpirit in giving 
efficacy and vigour to laws and ordinances, which de 
rived all their authority from his own approbation and con 
currence. In ſmall inconſiderable ſtates, this mode of legiſla 
tion has been happily followed, both in antient and moder 
times. The extent and populouſneſs of a great empire 
ſeems ſcarcely to admit it without confuſion or tumult ; and 
therefore, our anceſtors, more wiſe in this than the antien 
Romans, adopted the repreſentation of the many by a few 
as anſwering more fully the true ends of government, Rome 
was enſlaved from inattention to this very circumſtance, anc 
by one other fatal a&, which ought to be a ſtrong warning 
to the people, even againſt their own repreſentatives here 
the leaving power too long in the hands of the ſame per 


ſons, by which the armies of the republic became a : 
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nies of Sylla, Pompey, and Cæſar. When all the burghers 
of Italy obtained the freedom of Rome, and voted in public 
iſſemblies, their multitudes rendered the diſtinction of the 
citizen of Rome and the alien impoſſible, Their aſſemblies 
and deliberations became diſorderly and tumultuous, Un- 

incipled and ambitious men found out the ſecret of turn- 
ng them to the ruin of the Roman liberty, and the com- 
mon-wealth ; among us this evil is avoided by repreſenta- 
tion, and yet the juſtice of the principle is preſerved, Every 
Engliſhman 1s ſuppoſed to be preſent in Palit either 
n perſon, or by deputy choſen by himſelf, and therefore 
the reſolution of Parliament is taken to be the reſolution of 
every individual, and to give to the public the conſent and ap- 
probation of every free agent of the community. 

According to 74 firſt formation of this excellent eonſti- 
tution, ſo long and ſo juſtly our greateſt boaſt and beſt in- 
mheritance, we find that the people thus took care no laws 
ſhould be enacted, no taxes Jevied but by their conſent, 
expreſſed by their repreſentatives in the great council of 
the nation. The mode of repreſentation in antient times 


people was known by that of Parliament; their ſhare of 
power in the legiſlature was preſerved, and founded in equal 
Mice ; at preſent it is become inſufficient, partial, and 
ujuſt, : 
From ſo pleaſing a view as that of the equal power, which 
our anceſtors had, with great wiſdom and care, modelled for 
the commons .of this realm, the preſent ſcene gives us not 
rery venerable ruins of that majeſtic and beautiful fabric, 
the Engliſh conſtitution. As the whole ſeems in diſorder and 
confuſion, all the former union and harmony of the parts 
ae loſt or deſtroyed. It appears, Sir, from the writs re- 
mining in the King's remembrancer's office in the exche- 
quer, that no leſs than 22 towns ſent members to the Par- 
laments in the 23d, 25th, and 26th, of King Edward I. 
Which have long ceaſed to be repreſented. The names of 
eme of them are ſcarcely known to us, ſuch as thoſe of 
Canebrig and Bamburg in Northumberland, Perſhore and. 
brem in Worceſterſhire, E and Tykhull in Yorkſhire. 
What a happy fate, Sir, has attended the boroughs of Gat- 
ton and Old Sarum, of which, although ipſæ periere ruinæ, 
the names are familiar to us, the clerk regularly calls them 
Wer, and four reſpeQable gentlemen repreſent their departed 
Featnels, as the knights at a- coronation repreſent Aquitaine 
n eee . +8. 


being tolerably adequate and proportionate, the ſenſe of the 
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and Normantly! The little town of Banbury, petite ville 
grand renm, as Rabelais fays of Chinon, has, T believe, only 
17 electors, yet gives us, in its tepreſentative, what is of the 
utmoſt importance +4 the majority here, a firſt Lord of the 
treaſury, and a Chancellor of the exchequer. Its in- 
flaence and weight, on a divifion, I have often ſeen 
overpower the united force of the members for London, 
Briſtol, and ſeveral of the moſt populous counties. Eaſt- 
Grinſteat too, I think, has only about 3o electors, yet 
ives a ſeat among us to that brave, heroic lord at the 
Read of a great department, now very military, who has 
fully determined to conquer America---but not in Germany, 
It is not, Sir, my purpoſe to weary the patience of the 
Houſe by the reſearches of an antiquarian into the antient 
ſtate of our repreſentation, and its variations at different pe- 
riods. I ſhall only remark ſhortly on what paſſed in the 
reign of Henry VI. and ſome of his ſucceſſors. In that 
reign, Sir John Forteſcue, his chancellor, obſerved that the 
Houſe of Commons conſiſted of more than 300 choſen men; 
various alterations were made by ſucceeding Kings till 
James TI. fince which period no change has happened. Great 
abufes, it muſt be owned, contrary to the primary ideas of 
the Engliſh conſtitution, were committed by our former 
princes, in giving the right of | repreſentation to ſeveral 
paltry boroughs, becaule the places were poor, and dependent 
on them, or on a favourite over-grown peer. The land- 
marks of the conſtitution have often been removed. The 
marked partiality of Cornwall, which fingle county ſtill ſends, 
within one, as many members as the whole kingdom of Scot- 
land, is ſtriking, and aroſe from its yielding to the crown 
in tin and lands a larger hereditary revenue than any other 
Engliſh county, as well as from the duchy being in the 
crown and giving an amazing command and influence. By 
ſuch acts of our princes the conftitution was wounded in its 
moſt vital part. Henry VIII. reſtored two members, Ed- 
ward VI. twenty, Queen Mary four, Queen Elizabeth 
twelve, James I. fixteen, Charles I. eighteen, in all ſeventy- 
two. e alterations by creation in the ſame period were 
more confiderable, for Henry VIII. created thirty-three, 
Edward VI. twenty-cight, Goten Mary ſeventeen, Queen 
Elizabeth forty-eight, James I. eleven; in all 137. Charles |. 
made no new creation of this kind. Charles II. added two 
for the county, and two for the city of Durham, and two 
for Newarke on Trent. This Houle is at this hour com- 
poſed of the ſame repreſentation it was at his demiſe, not- 
withſtanding 


SE ATT. 
the many and important changes which have ſince 
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happened ; it becomes us therefore to enquire, whether the 


ſenile of Parliament can be now, on ſolid grounds, from the 
preſent repreſentation, ſaid to be the ſenſe of the nation, as in 
the time of our forefathers. I am ſatisfied, Sir, the ſenti- 
tents of the people cannot be juſtly known at this time from 
the reſolutions of a Parliament, compoſed as the preſent is, 
even tho no undue influence was practiſed after the return of 
the members to the Houſe, even ſuppoſing for a moment the 
influence of all the baneful arts of corruption to be ſuſ- 
ended, which, for a moment, I believe, they have not been, 


nder the preſent profligate adminiſtration, Let us examine, 


fir, with exactneſs and candour, of what the efficient parts of 
ths Houſe are compoſed, and what proportion they bear on the 
arge ſcale, to the body of the people of England, who are 
ſuppoſed to be repreſented. 

The ſouthern part of this iſland, to which I now confine 
m ideas, confifl of about five millions of people, accord- 
ug to the moſt received calculation. I will ſtate by what 
mmbers the majority of this Houſe is elected, and I ſup- 
ple the largeſt — preſent of any recorded in our jour- 
mls, which was in the famous year 1741. In that year 
the three largeſt diviſions appear on our journals, ----, 
The firſt is that of the 21ſt of January, when the num- 
ters were 253 to 250; the ſecond on the 28th of the 
kme month, 236 to 235; the third on the gth of March, 
244 to 242. In theſe diviſions the members of Scotland 
xe included; but I will ſtate my calculations only for Eng- 
and, becauſe it gives the argument more force. The divi- 
bon therefore, I adopt, is that of January 21 ; the number 
o members preſent on that day, were 503. Let me how- 
"er ſuppoſe the number of 254 to be the majority of mem- 
bers, who will ever be able to attend in their places. I ſtate 
t high, from the accidents of ſickneſs, ſervice in foreign 


prity of eleQors in the boroughs, which return members to 
lis Houſe, it has been demonſtrated that this number of 2 54 
members are actually clected by no more than 5723 perſons, 


Frrhaps not the moſt reſpectable part of the community. 
Is our Sovereign then to learn the ſenſe of his whole people 
rom theſe few perſons ? Are theſe the men to give laws to 
us yaſt empire, and to tax this wealthy nation? I do not 
tention all the tedious calculations, becauſe gentlemen may 
ind them at length in the works of the incomparable Dr. 

1 701 | Price, 


parts, travelling, and neceflary avocations. From the ma- 


generally the inhabitants of Corniſh, and other boroughs, and 
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it would be continued by us in folly, obſtinacy, and injuſtice, 


part of the legiſlative conſiſts of repreſentatives choſen by the 
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Price, in Poſtlethwaite, and in Burgh's political diſquiſi- 
tions. Figures afford the cleareſt demonſtration, incapable 
of cavil or tophiſtry. Since Burgh's calculation only one altera- 
tion has happened; I allude to the borough of Shoreham, 
in Suſſex ; for by the act of 1771, all the freeholders of forty 
ſhillings per annum, in the neighbouring rape or hundred of 
Bramber, are admitted to vote for that borough, but many 
of the old electors were disfranchiſed. It appears likewiſe, 
that 56 of our members are elected by only 364 perſons, 
Lord chancellor Talbot ſuppoſed that the majority of this 
Houſe was elected by 50,000 perſons, and he exclaimed 
againſt the injuſtice of that idea. More accurate calcula- 
tions than his Lordſhip's, and the unerring rules of political 
arithmetic, have ſhewn the injuſtice to be vaſtly beyond what 
his Lordſhip even ſuſpected. 

When we conſider, fir, that the moſt important powers of 
this houſe, the levying taxes on, and enacting laws for, five 
millions of perſons, is thus uſurped and unconſtitutionally 
exerciſed by the ſmall number I have mentioned, it becomes 
our duty to the people to reſtore to them their clear rights, 
their original ſhare in the legiſlature, The ancient repre- 
ſentation of this kingdom we find was founded by our ance- 
ſtors in juſtice, wiſdom, and equality. The preſent ftate of 


This evil has been complained of by ſome of the witeſt pa- 
triots our country has ever produced. I ſhall beg leave to 

re that cloſe reaſoner, Mr. Locke's ideas in his own words, 
He ſays, in the treatiſe on civil government, “ Things not 
always changing equally, and private intereſt often keeping 
up cuſtoms and privileges, when the reaſons of them are 
ceaſed, it often comes to pats, that in governments, where 


people, that in tract of time this repreſentation becomes very 
unequal and diſproportionate to the reaſons it was at firſt eſta- 
bliſhed upon. To what groſs abſurdities, the following of 
acuſtom, when reaſon has leſt it, may lead, we may be ſatis- 
fied, when we ſee the barc rame of a town, of which therc 
remains not ſo much as the ruins, where ſcarce ſo much 
houſing as a ſheep-cote, or more inhabitants than a ſhepherd 1 
is to be found, ſends as many repreſentatives to the grand aſ- 1 
ſembly of law-makers, as a whole county, numerous in peo- _ 
ple, and powerful in riches. This ſtrangers ſtand amazed at, ts 
and every one muſt confeſs nceds a remedy.” After ſo great 
an authority as that of Mr. Locke, I ſhall ſcarcely be treated 


on this occaſion as a mere viſionary, and the propriety of the 
2 b motion 
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motion I ſhall have the honour of ſubmitting to the houſe, 
will ſcarcely be diſputed. Even the members for ſuch places 
as Old Sarum, and Gatton, who I may venture to ſay at pre- 
ſent ſtant nominis umbræ, will, I am perſuaded, have too much 
candour to complain of the right of their few conſtituents, if 
indeed they have conſtituents, if they are not ſelf-created, 
ſelf-eleted, ſelf-exiſtent, of this pretended right being 
transferred to the county, while the rich and populous ma- 
nufacturing towns of Birmingham, Mancheſter, Leeds, Shef- 
held, and others, may have at leaſt an equitable ſhare in the 
formation of thoſe laws by which they are governed. M 
idea, fir, in this caſe, as to the wretched and depopulated 
towns and boroughs in general, I own is amputation, I fay 
with Horace, Inutiles ramos amputans, feliciores inſerit. 

This is not, fir, the firſt attempt of the kind to correct, 
although in an inconſiderable degree, this growing evil. 
Proceedings of a funilar nature were had among us above a 
century paſt, The clerk will read from our journals what 
paſſed on the 26th of March, 1668, on a bill to enable the 
county palatine of Durham to ſend two knights for the 
county, and two citizens for the city of Durham. | The 
derb reads, |] In a book of authority, Anchitell Grey's de- 
bates, we have a more particular account of what paſſed in the 
houſe on that occaſion. He ſays, that Sir Thomas Meres 
moved, that the ſhires may have an increaſe of knights 
and that ſome of the ſmall boroughs, where there are but 
few eleftors, may be taken away, and a bill for that purpoſe.” 
On a diviſion, the bill was rejected, 65 to 50.” This, 
however, alludes only to the bill then before the houſe, re- 
ſetting the county and city of Durham. I defire to add the 
ſew remarkable words of Sir Thomas Strickland in this 
debate, becauſe I have not ſeen them quoted on the late im- 
portant American queſtions, © "The county palatine of 
Durham was never taxed in Parliament by ancient privilege 
before King James's time, and ſo needed no repreſentatives, 
but now being taxed, it is but reaſonable they ſhould have.” 
duch ſentiments, ſir, were promulgated in this houſe even fo 


long ago as the reign of Charles II. 


Lam aware, fir, that the power, de jure, of the legiſlature 
v disfranchiſe a number of boroughs, upon the general grounds 
of improving the conſtitution, has been doubted ; and gentle- 
men'will aſk, whether a power is lodged in the repreſentative 
wdeftroy his immediate conſtituent ? Such a queſtion is beſt 
inſwered by another: How originated the right, and _ 
| What 
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what ' grounds was it granted? Old Sarum and Gatton, for 
inſtance, were populous towns, when the right of reprenſen- 
tation was firſt given them. They are now deſolate, and 
therefore ought not to retain a privilege, which they acquired 
only by their extent and populouſneſs. We ought in every 
thing, as far as we can, to make the theory and practice of 
the conſtitution coincide, and the ſupreme legiſlative bod 
of a ſtate muſt ſurely have this power inherent in them. 1 
was de facto lately exerciſed to its full extent by this houſe in 
the caſe of Shorcham, with univerſal approbation, for near a 
hundred corrupt voters were disfranchiſed, and about twice 
— number of frecholders admitted from the county of 

ex. © 3-H 
8 It will be objected, I foreſee, that a time of perfect calm 
and peace throughout this vaſt empire, is the moſt proper to 
propoſe internal regulations of this unportance ; and that 
while inteſtine diſcord rages in the whole northern continent 
of America, our attention ought to be fixed upon that moſt 
alarming object, and all our efforts employed to extinguiſh 
the devouring flame of a civil war. In my opinion, fir, the 
American war is in this truly critical zra one of the ſtrongeſt 
arguments for the regulations of our repreſentation, which ! 
now ſubmit to the houſe. During the reſt of our lives, like- 
wiſe, I may venture to prophecy, America will be the lead- 
ing feature of this age. In our late diſputes with the Ame- 
ricans, we have always taken it for granted, that the people 
of England juſtified all the 1niquitous, cruel, arbitrary, and 
mad proceedings of adminiftration, becauſe they had the ap- 
probation of the majority of this houſe. The abſurdity of 
- ſuch an argument is apparent, for the majority of this houſe 
we know ſpeak only the ſenſe of 5723 perſons, even ſuppo- 
fing, according to the conftitutional cuſtom of our anceſtors, 
the conſtituent had been conſulted on this great national 
point, as he ought to have been, We have ſeen in what man- 
ner the acquieſcence of a majority here is obtained. The 
e in the ſouthern part of this iſland amount to upwards 
of five millions. The ſenſe, therefore, of five millions can- : 
not be aſcertained by the opinion of not fix thouſand, even te; 
ſuppoſing it had been collected. The Americans with great 
reaſon inſiſt, that the preſent war is carried on contrary to 
the ſenſe of the nation, by a miniſterial junto, and an arbl- 
trary faction, equally hoſtile to the rights of Engliſhmen, 
and the claims of Americans. The various addreſſes to the 


throne from moſt numerous bodies, praying that the ſwom 
may 
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may be returned to the ſcabbard, and all hoſtilities ceaſe, eon - 
im this aſſertion, The capital of our country has repeated- 
ly declared, by various public acts, its abhorrence of the pre- 
ſent —— civil war, begun on principles ſubverſive of our 
conſtitution. Our hiſtory furniſhes frequent inſtances of the 
ſenſe of Parliament running directly counter to the ſenſe of the 
nation, It was notoriouſly of late the caſe in the buſineſs of 
the Middleſex election. I believe the fact to be equally cer- 
tain in the grand American diſpute, at leaſt as to the actual 
hoſtilities now carrying on againſt our brethren and fellow- 
ſubjects. The propoſition before us will bring the caſe to an 
iſſue, and from a fair and equal repreſentation of the people, 
America may at length diſtinguiſh the real ſentiments of 
im freemen and Engliſhmen, 
to do not mean, Sir, at this time, to go into a tedious detail 
vat ef all the various propoſals, which have been made for re- 
ent BY drefling this 1rregularity in the repreſentation of the people. 
oft L will not intrude on the indulgence of the Houſe, which I 
ih Wh have always found fo favourable to me. When the bill is 
the Wi brought in, and ſent to a committee, it will be the proper 
zeſt WY time to examine all the minutiæ of this great plan, and to 
h 1 letermine on the propriety of what ought now to be done, 
s well as of what formerly was actually accompliſhed. The 
ad- journals of Cromwell's Parliaments prove that a more equal 
mc- Wh repreſentation was ſettled, and carried by him into execution. 
ple i That wonderful, comprehenfive mind embraced the whole 
and WY of this powerful empire. Ireland was put on a par with 
ap- Kotland, and each kingdom ſent thirty members to a Par- 
lament, which conſiſted likewiſe of four hundred from Eng- 
and and Wales, and was to be triennial, Our colonies 
were then a ſpeck on the face of the globe; now they cover 
uuf the new world. I will at this time, Sir, only throw out 
general ideas, that every free 1 — in this kingdom ſhould, 
n my wiſh, be repreſented in Parliament; that the metro- 
polis, which contains in itſelf a ninth part of the people, and 
the counties of Middleſex, Vork, and others, which fo great- 
If abound with inhabitants, ſhould receive an increaſe in 
teir repreſentation ; that the mean, and inſignificant bo- 
wughs, ſo emphatically ſtiled the rotten part of our conſtitu- 
ton, ſhould be lopped off, and the electors in them thrown. 
nto the counties; and the rich, populous, trading towns, 
birmingham, Mancheſter, Sheffield, Leeds, and others, be 
emitted to ſend deputies to the great council of the nation. 
Vor. III. NM m m Ahe 
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The disfranchiſing of the mean, venal, and dependent 
boroughs would be laying the axe to the root of corruption 
and treaſury influence, as well as ariſtocratical tyramy. We 
ought _— to guard againſt thoſe, who ſell themſelves, or 
vrho Lords ſell them. Burgage tenures, and private pro- 

rty in a ſhare of the legiſlature, are monſtrous abſurdities 
in a free ſtate, as well as an inſult to common ſenſe. I wiſh, 
Sir, an Engliſh Parliament to ſpeak the free, unbiaſſed ſenſe 
of the body of the Engliſh people, and of every man among 
us, of each individual, who may juſtly be ſuppoſed to be com- 
prehended in a fair majority. The meaneſt mechanic, the 

reſt peaſant and day-labourer, has important rights re- 
ſpecting his perſonal liberty, that of his wife and children, his 
property, however inconſiderable, his wages, his earnings, 
the very price and value of each day's hard labour, whichare 
in many trades and manufactures regulated by the power of 
Parliament. Every law relative to marriage, to the protection 
of a wife, ſiſter, or daughter, againſt violence and brutal luſt, 
to every contract or agreement with a rapacious or unjuſt 
maſter, intereſt the manufacturer, the cottager, the ſervant, 
as well as the rich ſubjects of the ſtate. Some {hare therefore in 
the power of making thoſe laws, which deeply intereſt them, 
and to which they are expected to pay obedience, ſhould be 
reſerved even to this inferior, but moſt uſeful ſet of men 1 
the community; and we ought always to remember this im- 
portant truth, acknowledged by every free ſtate, that all go- 
vernment is inſtituted for the good of the mats ot the people 
to be governed ; that they are the original fountain of power 
and even of revenue, and in all events the laſt reſource. 

The various inſtances of partial injuſtice throughout thi 
kingdom will likewiſe become the proper ſubjects of enqui 
in the courſe of the bill before the committee, ſuch as tht 
many freeholds in the city of London, which are not repre 
ſented in this Houſe, Theſe freeholds being within th 
particular juriſdiction of the city, are excluded from giving 
vote in the county of Middletex, and by act of Parliame 
only liverymen can vote for members of parliament in Lon 
don. Theſe, and other particulars, I leave, I-mention th 
now to ſhew the neceſſity of a new regulation of the repre 
ſentation of this kingdom, 

My enquiries, Sir, are confined to the ſouthern part of! 
iſland. Scotland I leave to the care of its own careful a 
- prudent ſons. I hope they will ſpare a few moments frat 

the management of the arduous affairs of . Log 1 
eric 
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America, which at preſent ſo much engroſs their t ime, to 
attend to the ſtate of repreſentation among their own people, 
if they have not all emigrated to this warmer and mon ſruit- 
ful climate. I am almoſt afraid the forty-five Scottiſ h gen- 
temen among us repreſent themſelves. Perhaps in m y plan 
for the improvement of the repreſentation of Englan d, al- 
moſt all the natives of Scotland may be included. I ſhall 
only remark, that rhe proportion of —_—— bet ween 
the two countries cannot be changed. In the twenty-ſe. cond 
article of the treaty of Union the number of forty-five 1 $5 to 
de the repreſentative body in the Parliament of Great-] 3ri- 
tain for the northern part of this Iſland. To increaſe the 
members for England and Wales beyond the number, of 
which the Engliſh Parliament confiſted at the period of th at 
treaty in 1706, would be a breach of public faith, and. a 
violation of a ſolemn treaty between two independent ſtates, 
My propoſition has for its baſis the preſervation of that com- 
alt, the proportional ſhare of each kingdom in the —— 
body remaining exactly according to its preſent eſtabliſh- 
nent. 

The monſtrous injuſtice and glaring partiality of the pre- 
ſent repreſentation of the commons of England has been fully 
ſtated, and is, I believe, almoſt univerſally acknowledged, 
u well as the neceſhty of our recurring to the great leadin 
principle of our free conſtitution, which declares this Houſ: 
of Parliament to be only a delegated power from the people 
at large, Policy, no leſs than juſtice, calls our attention 
to this momentous point; and reaſon, not cuſtom, ought to 
be our guide in a buſineſs of this conſequence, where the 
nghts of a free people are materially intereſted, Without a 
true repreſentation of the Commons our conſtitution is eſſen- 
tally defeAive, our Parliament is a deluſive name, a mere 
phantom, and all other remedies to recover the priſtine purity 
of the form of government eſtabliſhed by our anceſtors would 
te ineffectual, even the ſhortening the period of Parliaments, 
ad a place and penfion bill, both which I highly approve, 
ad think abſolutely neceſſary. I therefore flatter myſelf, 
vir, that I ſhall have the concurrence of the Houſe” with 
lie motion, which I have now the honour of making, © That 
leave be given to bring in a bill for a juſt and equal repreſen- 
ation of the people of England in Parliament,” | 

Mr, Alderman Bull ſeconded the motion. Mr. Alder- 

rd North was very jocular. He taid, whatever reaſon man Bull. 
ther gentlemen had to complain, he imagined the henoura- Lacs FEE 
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ble gent] eman was tolerably well pleaſed with his ſuceefs in 
London and Middleſex. He ſuppoſed the honourable gen- 
Yeman was not ſerious, nor ever meant his propoſition ſhould 
go to a committee. If he ſhould prevail, he aſſured him, it 
would : cauſe great diſcontent ; and he would find it no eaſy 
taſk to preyail on thoſe who had an intereſt in the boroughs, 
on whi ch he beſtowed ſo many hard names, to ſacrifice to ideal 
ſchem es of reformation, fo beneficial a ſpecies of property, 
His] ordſhip entered into a phyfical, chirurgical, and politi- 
cal q iſquiſition on the nature and effects of amputations in ge- 
nera |, as operating on the body natural and body politic; and 
ſhey ved how dangerous ſuch experiments have proved, and 
the riſque of overthrowing or diſſolving the conſtitutions 
fue h experiments were intended to correct and amend. He 
th ought the propoſition could do no good, and might do 
uch harm; and added, that he did not approve of it. 

Mr, Wilkes made a ſhort reply; and the queſtion being 
put, it paſſed in the negative, without a divifion. 

Order for ſecond reading of the bill for the better ſupply 
of mariners and ſeamen on board the King's ſhips and mer- 
chants ſhips (being to employ forcign ſeamen, not exceeding 
in number, on board one veſſel, three-fourths of her crew.) 

Hon. T. Luttrell ſaid he would maintain the veracity of his 
aſſertions in a former debate on naval affairs, and which had 


been publicly called in queſtion in another place by the firſt 
naval authority in Great Britain. He ſaid, that the ſame no- 
ble earl had likewiſe in that other place | meaning, no doubt, 
the Houſe of Lords] poſitively, and with contummate et- 
frontery, denied, that any vagrants had been admitted on 
board the King's ſhips, and had recourſe to the miſerable ſub- 
—_ when a noble Duke, [his Grace of Richmond | pro- 
the minute books of the laſt ſeſſions for Hampſhire of 
proteſting, that though this was a proof of commitment on 
the part of the magiſtrates, it was no proof of their having 
been received on board any of his Majeſty's veſſels ; and that 
he was particularly careful to preſerve the morals of the ſeas 
men by preventing ſuch wretches as thoſe ſpoken of from be- 
——— for the naval ſervice. He produced the cleareſt 
imony, that ſeveral of thoſe vagrants, whoſe names had 
had been read in the other houſe by the noble Duke before. 
mentioned, were on the firft day ot February laſt delivered 
by the gaoler at Goſport on board his Majeſty's frigate — ' 
hound, Captain Dickſon, lately gone to America. He wün- 


ed the miniſters to recolle& what happened from a ſimilar ver 
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geaſure in 1735, when, for the purpoſe of getting men for 
Admiral Boſcawen's fleet, the outcaſts of the priſons, were, 
by an order of the Privy Council, couched in the fame terms 
with a recent one, admitted on board; and coſt no leſs than 
wo thouſand lives in that ſquadron of eleven {hips of the line, 


k 1976. 


yithin the ſpace of eight months. He reprehended in ve 
evere terms, what he called the ſupercilious confidence wi 
vhich the noble lord | Lord Sandwich] contradicted the moſt 
wtorious ſacts, and aſſerted day after day falſhoods fo ve 
glaring, that he had no chance to eſcape being detect 
tough he infamouſly ſhut the door to all official information 
whatever, unleſs derived from himſelf in perſon; going to ſo 
atraordinary length, as to deſire that profeſſional men might 
te referred to an audience with him to be convinced that they 
luer nothing of a ſervice, to the theory and practice of which 
hey had devoted the better part of their lives, and which he 
ly could poſſeſs in ideal preſumption. He ſhewed the 
weak ſtate of the nineteen guardſhips; that their preſent 
templements ſcarcely exceeded altogether 6000 men, and 
beir war eſtabliſhment, to be fit for action, would exceed 
12,000 ; that to procure the other 6000 upon an emergency 
you would be obliged to diſman at leaſt 1000 trading veſſels 
different ſorts ; for that raw men, ſuch as ploughmen or 
nenial ſervants, could never be taken for a ſquadron that 
ms to relieve Gibraltar in caſe of a ſiege, or to protect Ire- 
land, or to cover the Britiſh coaſts, The marines, he ſaid, 
were moſtly in America. The French and Spaniards will 
tre by the latter end of next month, in their ſeveral ports 
the Mediterranean and the bay of Biſcay, near 30 men of 
far of the line ready for actual ſervice, and may, if they 
pdge expedient, by means of their regiſters, augment that 
umber to at leaſt 40 within the ſame ſpace of time. The ut- 
noſt exertion of this country could not find maritime re- 
burces nearly equal to that ſtrength of the Houſe of Bour- 
bon, in caſe of a threatened invaſion, under five or fix months. 
The ſhips for America have ſcarce any able ſeamen, at all. 
The Le Blonde, commanded by Capt. Pownoil, on whom 
Lord Sandwich had beſtowed ſuch laviſh compliments for 
wmpletely manning his ſhip in a few days, had in fact, when 
he failed from Chatham, only 30 able ſeamen out of 220. 
The Flora, another frigate of 32 guns, had only four able 
kamen when ſhe left that port, and was obliged to borrow 50 
nen from the Ramillies guardihup to carry her out of the ri- 
Medway to Blackſtakes. A very diligent officer at *. 
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of the rendezvous tations in 28 days was able to procure 
five ſeamen only; and Lord Howe's own ſhip, the Eagle, 
had on Saturday laſt ſearee more than 40 ſeamen out of about 
108 nominal ſailors, a great part of which 108 were lent 
from the yatchts, and for occaſional operations, and her full 
complement, as a 64 gun ſhip, is 520 men. He aſked how 
this ftate of the flag-ſhip, which had been ſeveral weeks 
commiſſioned, and was at ſo central a department for the re- 
ception of volunteers, agreed with the noble Earl's aſſertion, 
that the character of the commander was ſufficient at this 
time to fupply the ſhip's complement expeditiouſly and com- 
letely. Did the noble Earl mean, when he obſerved, that 
e ſhould further the naval ſervice by putting leſs reliance on 
the admiralty board, and more confidence in the captains, 
to throw the miſcarriage in raiſing men off his own ſhoulders 
upon thoſe gentlemen, and hope by that means to ſhelter 
himſelf from the cenſure and ve @ of his inſulted coun- 
try? The cenſure of his country he had long and deſervedly 
been in poſſeſſion of; and there was every appearance, that 
if he purſued the ſame profligate and impoſing career, 
the vengeance of this nation muſt very ſoon overtake him, 
The noble Earl had ſaid in another place, that more had 
been done within two months by the activity and talents of 
the preſent admiralty board, than during the whole courſe 
of the laſt glorious war, If the noble Earl meant by more 
having been done, that more miſchief had been done, and 
more abſurd and reprehenſible acts, he heartily joined iſſue 
with him; but certain it is, that more — was done at the 
admiralty board in two months when Lord Anſon preſided 
there, than during the whole five years of the preſent firſti y 
commiſſioner's naval adminiſtration. 0 

Sir Hugh Palliſer denied the facts relative to the deficiency it 
of ſeamen, and ſaid, that all the ſhips gone to America were v 
perfectly well manned and equipped for ſervice, As to the 
vagrants, he ſaid he knew nothing of them; but was clearly 
of opinion they ought not to be received aboard. 

— Fobnflone ſtrongly condemned the meaſure of ad- 
mitting on board his Majeſty's ſhips, men of ſlovenly, profli- 
gate, ſlothful habits, to vitiate the good diſcipline and order 
of the generality of the lower order in the profeſſion. 

Lord North ſaid, a vagrant or two might accidentally have 
been admitted; and cenſured Mr. Luttrell as diſorderly, for 
repeating what had paſled in the other Houſe. x H 
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Hon. T. Luttrell ſaid the vagrants gone from Wincheſter = Lut- 
nol, were an inconſiderable part of a 2 number that he 
could prove to have been ſent on board the King's ſhips from 
other quarters; and as to referring to the debates of the other 
Houſe, he appealed to the gentlemen preſent, whether he was 
not juſtified in ſo doing, from the example of that pattern of 

order, wiſdom, and rectitude, the Earl of Sandwich, 
ho had in the Houſe of Lords reviled him in the moſt inde- 
cent terms for what had been ſaid in the Houſe of Commons; 
and falſely imputed the part he had taken in the preſent 
litrated condition of navy affairs, and miſcondu@ of mi- 
niſters, to perſonal ſpleen, ignorance and rancour, 

The bill was committed. | 

March 22. 
In committee on the bill. 

The Hon. T. Luttrell offered an amendment, to except the Captain 
mtives, and naturalized ſubjects of France and Spain. He Lell. 
obſerved, that though this bill was almoſt verbatim the ſame 
x that in 1755; yet it ſhould be confidered, that from the 
mture of that war, the French ſeamen were of courſe almoſt 
out of the caſe, and ſo were thoſe belonging to the whole 
Houſe of Bourbon ; and as to the Genoeſe, who carry on the 
greateſt coaſting trade of any of the Italian powers, their na- 
tural or bigotted attachment to France, put them alſo out of 
the caſe ; as a proof of this, it was well known that M. de 
Gallifoniere's fleet, in 1756, was almoſt half manned by the 
natives of that republic. This bill, he ſaid, was giving bet- 
ter encouragement to our natural enemies, than our own ma- 
riners; for the former might enter into our merchants ſer- 
vice, without a riſk of being preſſed, as we could by no 
means compel them to ſerve on board the King's ſhips : and 
it was this apprehenſion that deterred the ſeamen of this coun- 
try from agreeing with the merchants ; for they would find 
t more to their advantage to go over to Holland, or any re- 
mote trading country, and accept of the current wages there, 
than ſerve againſt their fellow- ſubjects of America, carrying 
laughter and unprofitable plunder along the coaſts of that fa- 
ted continent, for the hire of 24 ſhillings per month.---So, 
n fact, if this bill paſſed in its preſent form, ſo far from en- 
creaſing our naval ſtrength, it would only weaken it, by ex- 
changing Britiſh ſeamen for French, Spaniards, and R 8. ; 

Right Hon. Z. Townſhend ſeconded the motion. 22 7 

Sir Grey Cooper ſaid, when a fimilar bill to this paſſed in gi ; wg . 
1755, at the breaking out of the late war, not one of the con- C pe-. 
quences 
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s ſtated by the hon. gentleman who moved the clauſe, 

were complained of, felt, or imagined. 
The Committee divided; for the amendment 22, againſt 


it $3.---- Adjourned to March 25. 


March 25. 

A bill having been brought in 7 Mr. Joliffe, for laying WM 

a tax upon dogs, in order to eaſe the poor rates, the order of 
the day was to go into a Committee on the bill, and the mo- 
tion being made for the Speaker to leave the chair, it paſſed Wi 
in the negative, and the bill, of courſe, was dropt. 6 
| March 26. | 
Third reading of the bill for the better fupply of marinen 
and ſeamen to ſerve in his Majeſty's and merchant ſhips, b 
Hon. Z. Luttrell ſaid the bill would deſtroy the Britiſh nur- W* 
ſeries for ſeamen (of late years confined by acts of the legiſ- WM * 
ture within narrow limits) and eſtabliſh nurſeries for foreign- Wl © 
ers, Who are our rivals in commerce, and in them the fore- Wt © 
reignty of the ſeas. He ſtated the bad policy of inftruting Wl" 
the Ruftans to excel in ſeamanſhip, and making our natura 
enemies of France and Spain perfectly acquainted with our 
ports, our fortreſſes, and arſenals in Great- Britain and the 
colonies : he ſaid, that this bill, added to the meaſure of em- 
ploy ing foreign veſſels to carry the German mercenaries to 
America, effectually repealed all the navigation acts, unleſ 
it were admitted that ſuch foreign veſſels were ſeizable, and 
would become legal captures. This bill was directly coun- 
ter to our treaties with the African powers, and to our paſ- 
ſes for the Mediterranean, and Levant trade; which paſſes 
ſtate, that two-thirds of the crew ſhall be natives or natu 
ralized ſubjects of (ireat- Britain That from the continued 
communication with the Barbary- rovers, which muſt be the 
uence of this bill, and the admiſſion of Levant:-ſſea- 

men, there would be much danger of the plague, the only 
calamity wanted to perfect the preſent picture of diftrels, 
and of finifter fatality to the nation, when we have battle, 
murder, famine, and nearly a ftate of bankruptcy ; but no- 
thing ever ſo impolitic, ever ſo rath, ever ſo deſperate, was 
to check our career in proſecuting the moſt unjuſt, barbarous, 
diſgraceful and deftruftive war to be found in the annals ot 
any civilized nation ſince the commencement of the world. 
Foreigners were to compoſe our army in America, foreignen 
to take charge of our moſt important garriſons in Europe; 
two-thirds of our commercial — to be manned by foreigu- 


ers, and foreigners (the Scotch-Dutch) to have 2 
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of Portſmouth, Plymouth, and the very centre of your 
empire. | 


that drove adminiſtration to adopt the preſent expedient ; the 
other, that it went directly to weaken that ſpecies of tr I 
which was our only ſure protection againſt any ſchemes of 
ambition, revenge, or national envy, which might be form- 
e on the continent. The firft did not barely furniſh an ar- 
gument, that the preſent war carrying on againſt our brethren 
n America, was an unpopular war; it carried demonſtra- 
ton with 1t, that the body of the people condemned it ; and 
that 1t was unaccompanied by that degree of conviction and 
pprobation ſufficient to rouſe the ſpirit of the Engliſh na- 
n- ton, which muſt be always convinced of the juſtice of the 

euſe they are called to ſupport, before they engage in it 
with firmneſs and alacrity. On the ſecond point, he inſiſt- 
aid, that as ſoon as we became dependent on rival nations for 
{amen to ſerve on board our ſhips of war, or mariners to na- 
neate our trading veſſels, at that inſtant our maritime po- 
mer, and conſequently our great commercial importance, 
would be at an end. He lamented the preſent ſtate of our 
public affairs, and the impolitic meaſures purſuing againſt 
America. He foreſaw nothing but inevitable deſtruction. 
tle feared there were many violent ſpirits on both ſides of the 
Atlantic. A faint proſpect of conciliation appeared on the 
opening of the ſeſſion: that, however, through the means 
A ſome dangerous, dark, over-ruling influence, was quite 
ranſhed ; and all hopes of any ſort of healing meaſures were 
ww entirely over. 


wmmencement of the late war, and that very fingular ad- 
ſantages were then derived from it to the naval ſtrength and 
ommercial interefts of this country. 

There was no diviſion. The bill paſſed. 


= ly of Lieutenant General Gage's requifition for 21, 5001. 
ifs of dated the 9th of February, 1775. 
Md, - SI R, Boſton, February 7, 1775. 


N obedience to the orders of the Lords commiffioners of 
his Majeſty's treaſury, I have the honour to incloſe a co- 
Pf of my letter to the honourable John Watts, eſq. agent to 
e contractors for ſupplying money for his Majeſty's forces 
u North America; requiring him to prepare the ſum of 
Vor. III. Nun 20, ooo. 


Sir George Yonge ſaid, two things ſtruck him, which he Sir Cre 
could not help taking notice of: The firſt was, the neceffity Tenge. 


Lord North ſaid, the fame fort of law was paſſed at the Lord Notz, 
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20,0001. ſterling, for the contingent or extraordinary expen- 
ces of his Majeſty's forces in North America for = = 
ing quarter, 
ou will alfo receive, by this occaſion, a copy of my letter 
to Colin Drummond, eſq. agent to the 5 for ſup- 
plying money for his Majeſty's forces in North America; 
requiring him to prepare the ſum of 1 500l. ſterling, for con- 
tingent or extraordinary expences of his Majeſty's forces in 
North America for the enſuing quarter. 
T have the honour to be, with great regard 


Sir | 
John Robinſon, eq. your moſt obedient humble ſervant 
Treaſury chambers. THOMAS GAGE 
'Þ © ® Bofion, February 7, 177 


2 Lords commiſſioners of his Majeſty's treaſury, ha 
ving been pleaſed to defire, that I ſhould give yo 
notice in writing of the ſums of money that will be wanteg 
in each quarter to defray the contingent and extraor 
dinary expences of his Majeſty's forces under my command 
I am therefore to acquaint you, that the ſum of 20,000 
ſterling will, as nearly as the ſame can be calculated, | 
wanting to anſwer ſaid expences for the enſuing quarter, a 
this place, New York and Halifax. 1 am, Sir, &q 

Honourable Fohn Watts, eq. agent 
to the contractors for ſupplying Money 
for his Majeſty's forces in Nerth 
America, at New Tor K. 


SIR, Boſton, February 7, 17] 

HE Lords commiſſioners of his Majeſty's treatur) 
baving been — to defire, that I ſhould give ye 
notice in writing of the ſums of money that will be wants 
in each quarter, to defray the contingent and extraordina 
expences of his Majeſty's forces under my command; I at 
therefore to accquaint you, that the ſum of 1 500l. ſterling 
will as nearly as the ſame can be calculated, be wanting 
anſwer ſaid expences for the enſuing quarter, in the proving 


of Quebec. I am, Sir, &c. 


Colin Drummond, eſq. agent to the con- 
trattors for ſupplying money for his Ma- 
Jeſty*s forces in North America, at Que- 
ler. 4 


C 
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Copy of Lieutenant General Gage's requifition for 20,0001. 
dated the 17th of April, 1775. 

S IR, Boſton, April 17, 1775. 

N obedience to the orders of the Lords commiſſioners of 

his Majeſty's treaſury, I have the honour to incloſe a co- 

py of my letter to the honourable John Watts, eſq. agent to 

the contractors for ſupplying money for his Majeſty's forces 

in North America; requiring him to prepare the further 

ſum of 20,0001. ſterling, for the contingent or extraordi- 

nary expences of his Majeſty's forces in North America, for 
the preſent quarter, 

I have the honour to be, with great regard, 


Sir, 
John Robinſon, eſg. your moſt obedient humble ſervant 
Treaſury chambers. THOMAS GAGE. 
SIR, Boſton, April 17, 1775. 


HE Lords commiſſioners of his Majeſty's treaſury, 
having been pleaſed to defire, that I ſhould give you 
notice in writing, of the ſums of money that will be wanted 
in each quarter, to defray the contingent and extraordinary 
expences of his Majeſty's forces under my command ; I am 
therefore to acquaint —_—_ that the further ſum of 20,0001. 
ſterling, will be wanted to anſwer ſaid expences for the pre- 
ſent quarter. I am, Sir, &c, 
Honourable John Watts, eq. agent to 
the cuntractors for ſupplying money for 
bis Majeſty's forces in North America, . 
at New Tork. 
Boſton, May 23, 177 5. 
The like requiſition by General Gage for 10,0001. in the 
lame terms. * 
Boſton, June 1, 1775. 
The like requiſition by General Gage for * * 
Boſton, July 22, 1775. 
The like requiſition by General Gage for 20,0001. 
Boſton, Auguft 7, 1775. 
The like requiſition by General Gage for 40,0001. | 
TY | Boſton, September 30, 1775. 
The like requiſition by General Gage for 100, oool. 
Bon November 1, 1775. 
The like requiſition by General 


owe for 100,000l. in 
te ſame terms. 


Boſton, January 1, 1776. 
The like requiſition by General Howe for 100, oool. X 
Nanz2 Lin 
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17 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1956, 
8: „ Mar ch 2 - 

Mr. Burke. Mr. Burke moved for leave to bring in a bill © to prevent 
3 the inhuman practice of plundering ſhips wrecked on tho 
8 coaſt of Great Britain; and for the further relief of ſhips 

in diftreſs on aid coaſt.” He ſaid, he thought ſomething 
ought to be done to prevent ſuch ſhameful and horrid prac- 
* - tices as had been frequently committed on the ſeveral coaſts 
of this kingdom, ſcarcely a winter paſſing but our public 
prints contained accounts which were a diſgrace to any 
civilized country ; ſuch matters ought-not to paſs unnoticed 
and unpuniſhed. He ſaid, that commercial countries, par- 
ticularly this, which prided itſelf ſo much on its national 
honour, ſhould take care to do every thing poſſible in its 
poune P diſcourage ſuch outrageous proceedings. 
ord Mayor ¶ Mr. Sawbridge] oppoſed the motion. He 
thought the remedy would be worſe than the diſeaſe ; that 
the laws in being were ſufficient, if well executed; and ob- 
ſerved, that the fame bill had been brought in laſt ſeſſion, 
but after it was read a ſecond time, was, in his opinion, 
very properly thrown out. | 
ord Mulgrave ſaid, he had no objection to the bill. He 
grave thought ſome remedy ought to be applied to prevent an 
evil which muſt be a diſgrace to any country where it was 
rmitted ; but he doubted of the efficacy of any law brought 
in on the plan now propoted, | 

Mr. Raſfhleigh ſaid, he lived near the ſea-coaſt, where 
ſuch melancholy accidents, he was ſorry to ſay, too fre- 
quently happened; yet he could affirm, from his own know- WM 
ledge, as well as by every thing he could learn concerning o 
the matter, that the plundering ſhips was generally pre- WM ;; 
vented by the aſſiduity and exertions of the neighbouring g 
gentlemen. 

Mr. Rice ſaid, the laws in being were ſufficient to pre- Ml jc 
vent the miſchief, and no new law would anſwer any ef- 
fectual purpoſe, if the gentlemen of property and conſe- Wl tic 

uence in the neighbourhood were remiſs in their duty. ©< 

Sir G Sir Grey Cooper ſaid he would vote for the motion, be- 6; 

Cooper. cauſe, if negatived, it would have a very ſtrange appear- ae 

ance in the votes, that a bill hearing ſuch a title ſhould Dr 

be ſtopped in the firſt inſtance, but detired it might not be gi, 

underſtood that he meant to vote for or ſupport the bill attes by 

it was brought in. * 

Sir G. g: Sir George Yonge (aid, he lived in a maritime county, and | 
inſiſted the execution of the preſent laws depended on the 

9 {9 m tha 
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magiſtrates z whereyer any injury therefore was ſuſtained, 
it was owing to their neglect ; hence it follqwed, that framing 
new laws, without enſuring their punctual execution, was. 
doing nothing. 
r. Burke ſaid, it ſeemed very extraordinary, that the Mr. Burks 
firſt magiſtrate of the firſt trading city in the word, ſhould 
oppoſe a bill defigned to protect the property of perſons 
concerned in trade and commerce. He hoped, however, 
before the mater was further purſued, that gentlemen would 
nie, declare their ſentiments, and take a decided 
For his part, he had no particular reaſon, for puſhing ſuch a 
hw. It is true, he thought it might be of ſervice, but it 
the Houſe diſapproved of it, there his taſk ended, and he 
ſhould chearfully acquieſce in whatever it determined. He 
entreated, therefore, that gentlemen would ſpeak out, and 
not permit the bill to be brought in, merely for an oppor- 
tunity to throw it out, after trouble and time had been ſpent 
in framing and bringing it in, The queſtion being put, the 
bill was ordered in by a majority of 56 to 13, 
arch 28, 
No debate ; thin Houſe, 
March 29, 
No debate; only 36 members. 
Adjourned to April 1. 
April 1. 

Lord North moved for leave to bring a bill to authorize, La. Neth. 
for a time to be limited, the puniſhment by hard labour 
of offenders, who for certain crimes are now liable to be 
tranſported” to any of his Majeſty's colonies and planta- 
bons. 

Mr. 7. Johnſtone ſaid, he ſaw no reaſon why felons might Mr. . 
not be 2 Jo the Weſt India iſlands, or to Falklands Hp 7 21 
but he forgot, for he ſuppoſed a puſillanimous adminiſtra- 
tion, who had betraycd the honour and character of this 
country, to every petty, ſhabby ſtate in Europe, and re- 
ſerved all their ſpirit for the purpoſe of oppreſſing and maſ- 
ſering their fellow- ſubjects in America, probably in the 
prevailing rage of miniſterial cringing and ſubſidizing, had 
yen up that iſland, which coſt this nation ſome millions, 
by private agreement to Spain. The motion was agreed to, 
and a bill ordered in. 1 #52819 

Mr. D. Hartley. The noble Lord, who preſides in the de- Mr. Þ, 
partment of the revenue, having announced to the Houſe, #575» 
hat he intends! to lay the ftate of the nation before us on 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1176, 
the firft day of buſineſs after the receſs ; I hope that it will 
not appear foreign to that purpoſe, if I ſuggeſt to them 
the neceſſity of ſome proper materials being laid upon the 


table, by the help of which we may be better prepared to 


enter upon ſo important a diſcuſſion, The ſtate of the 
national revenue and expenditure, together with the ſuf. 
— or inſufficiency of the national powers, are v 
properly termed by the very noble Lord, to be the ftate of 
the nation. It is a ſubje& of ſuch infinite importance, 
that I need make no apology to the Houſe, in the preſent 
ſtate of things, for recommending a prudent forecaſt of 
the ruinous conſequences, which muſt inevitably attend the 
civil war with our colonies, into which this nation is fo 
blindly and precipitately driven by its miniſters. Tho 
enormity of the expence, which I ſhall endeavour to ex. 
rw to you under the ſeveral branches this day, 1s but tho 
of the evil, Even what adminiftration would call 
fucceſe, would be more irrecoverable ruin, by deſtroying 
the very ſoureg of wealth and ſtrength to this country, than 


"almoſt any anticipation of the revenue in the firſt inſtance, 


Theſe are matters of ſuch importance, that I ſhould think 
myſelf highly criminal, and a deſerter of the truſt _—_ 
in me as a member of Parliament, if I did not offer to 
the Houſe, with great deference, ſuch materials and informa- 
tion as have fallen in my own way, in the courſe of my 
beft endeavours to obtain information for myſelf, on the 
ſubje& of the public revenue. Repoſing myſelf upon that 
candour of the Houſe which I have fo often experienced, 
1 will endeavour to ſtate a few plain facts and plain conſe- 
Kquences, without partiality or bias, without reſpect of 

erſons, and without fear or favour, 

It is ſo much the more neceſſary that we ſhould come to 
ſome explicit underſtanding of theſe matters, as the moſt 

found ſecrecy and concealment have been practiſed to 
alarming truths from the public eye, and falſe pre- 
tences have been thrown out to amuſe the credulous con- 
Hidence of this Houſe, It is not many months ago, (no lon- 
ger than the laſt ſeſſion) that any member, who got up t 
warn you of the ſerious and fatal conſequences of the wal 
then recommended againſt America, was laughed at in bs 
—— the very ſuggeſtion was treated as being fo ridicu 
us, that the miniſter propoſed to you ta begin by di 
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of the new Parliament, a vote of a three ſhilling land- tax 


was propoſed, with a view to ſooth the landed men into a 
ential compliance with the meaſures of adminiftration, 
and into the adoption of this fatal war, That this ſtep was 
taken with no other view than to quiet and to prevent the 
alarms of the landed intereſt 1s paſt diſpute, becauſe the 
yote for the three ſhilling land-tax was paſſed before Chriſt- 
mas, though the bill was not brought in till after the holi- 
days; the vote therefore was ſtudiouſly thrown out before- 
hand, to prevent the diicontents that might happen, and to 
miſlead the public into a. fallacious dependence, that a few 
ſuperficial and unimportant diſcontents in America, as they 
were then repreſented to be, would ſoon be ſubdued. Un- 
der this deception, the landed gentlemen in this Houſe have 
been trepanned by every artifice, and the public out of doors 
have been way-laid by every inſidious practice to induce 
them to acquieſcence, in the dependence that miniftry would 
guarrantee their country againſt the evils only ſuggeſted by 
groundleſs fear. Where are we now? Have not our fore- 
bodings been more than realized ? Has it been arrant folly 
in adminiſtration, to plunge us into our preſent fituation ? 
or, has it been downright treachery afore-thought, to lead 
their unſuſpecting country, Rep by ſtep, into an irrecon- 
eileable civil war, to dip Great Britain and America in blood 
and to cut off the retreat to peace and ſafety ? | 
Which ever be the caſe, the adminiſtration have now 
at leaſt forfeited all claim to the confidence of this Houle 
and of the public. We are now told, with great compoſure, 
by thoſe very men who but a few months ago, laughed 
to ſcorn eyery foreboding word of prudence, that the whole 
power of this country is uncqual to the undertaking ; and 
that however reaſonable it might have been laſt year to have 
foreſeen the immenſity of the war, yet that Parliament in 
the laſt ſeſſion would not have been diſpoſed to have granted 
more expenſive aids, and therefore that no more were then 
applied for: but that we are now dipt in, and muſt wade 
through. If an army of fifty thouſand men, and one hundred 
ſhips of force, are now found neceſſary, the word to Parlia- 
ment is, you muſt go Soong there is no retreat: it muſt 
be done. Every corner of the three kingdoms is to be ran» 


ſacked for recruits; every power in Europe is to be ſolicited 


for mercenary aid; every trading veſſel heretofore employed 
m the American commerce, is now deſtined to tranſport 
dhe means of deſtroying the commercial wealth of Great 
Britain, 
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Britain, and all the ſources of its naval empire. The no- 
ble lord has announced to us, that he will, upon the 19th 
of this month, lay before us the moſt ſpeedy and effectual 
way of — 22 theſe important objects; and that is 
what, I preſume, he calls, laying before us the ſtate of the 
nation, 94 

As I wiſh the public may no longer be deceived, but 
that they may be put into poſſeſſion of the real ftate of 
facts, and of the probable expectation of confequences, I 
ſhall offer to the Houſe ſome motions for the proper mate- 
rials to be prepared and laid before us, to be our guide and 
aſſiſtance in forming our judgment and deciſion. The three 

at branches of national expence are, the navy, the army, 
and the ordnance ; and each of theſe branches is divided 
into two parts, viz. expences which are veted upon ſpecific 
eſtimates, and extraordinary expences which are incurred 
every year in the three ſervices, partly at the diſcretion of 
the reſpective commanders, and partly at the diſcretion of 
the miniſtry in their ſeveral departments. Theſe extraor- 
dinaries in former times were kept within narrow bounds, 
but of late years they are grown to an enormous amount, 
almoſt _ to the expences voted in each ſervice upon eſti- 
mate; which latitude, thus negligently and tacitly allowed WW * 
to miniſters in diſpenſing the public purſe, has been, and! 
fear will continue to be, the cauſe of a moſt ruinous waſte 
of the public revenue. As to the preſent year, the Houſe 
have before them all the expences of the American war, 
which have been formed into ſpecific eſtimates : but the 
unmeaſurable part of the expence will be in the ſecret and 
hidden claſs of extraordinaries, left to the unreſtrained be 
diſcretion of miniſters, commanders, commiſſaries, and con- 
tractors. The Houſe and the public are amuſed with no- * 
minal eſtimates, while this bottomleſs gulph is opened be- 
hind us, and not to be ſatiated but wh the laſt farthing, 
If - experience can teach us wiſdom, it is high time that we 
were poſſeſſed of it. This chaos of extraordinaries may, | 
doubtleſs, be reduced to ſome reaſonable ſhape of compu- MW; 
tation. Miniſters will hardly tell this Houſe ſeriouſly, that 
they have not the leaſt meaſure of what they recommend 
or-undertake ; nor, I think, would it be very decent for them 
to come in the next ſeffion with a boundleſs demand of 
debts incurred upon the confidence which we are now de- 
fired to repoſe in them, and to tell us then, we oh” 
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theſe expences, but we conccealed them carefully from you, 
that we might lead you inſenfibly on. 

Thea let us forecaſt the account now.---I ſhall begin with 
the navy. The motion which I ſhall make upon the fub- 
je& of the navy is copied word for word out of the journals 
upon a former occaſion, and a very accurate eſtimate was 
made 1n return, of the probable expence of the navy, arti- 
cle by article : Therefore I am ſure the miniſter can give us 
this information, if he will. | 
My motion is, “That there be laid before this Houſe an 
eſtimate of the probable expence of his Majeſty's navy for 
the preſent year, diſtinguiſhed under proper heads, upon 
the tervices voted by this Houſe; ſhewing alſo how far 
the ſaid expence may probably exceed or fall ſhort of the 
ſums already voted for thoſe ſervices; and alſo an <ftimate 
-- Wl of che probable expence of tranſports and victualling dur- 
ng the preſent year,” 
of My ſecond and third motions, reſpecting the extraordina- 
of ies of the army, and ordnance for land-tervice, are nearly 
to the ſame effect, vix. 

That an eſtimate of the probable amount of the extra- 
n. odinary ſervices likely to be incurred by his Majeſty's 
li. kad forces in one year, from March gth 1776, be pre- 
od Wl red, and laid before this Houſe,” 
al That an eſtimate of the probable expence of the office 
a of ordnance for land ſervice, during the preſent year, over 
oſe ind above the proviſion already made in this ſeſſion of Par- 
ar. ment, be prepared and laid before this Houſe,” | 
the Thete are the materials which, as it ſeems to me, are ne- 


and Wl <fary for us to form our judgment upon, Many of them may 
r be eſtimated with great accuracy; and, from the experience 
— and aſſiſtance of the official lights which the noble Lord has 


acceſs to, he may give us a general view of the whole pro- 


* bable expence ot the year. This is what I ſhould call ” 
ine, Wl 5 the ſtate of the nation before us. By this time of the 
t we ear, which is che month of April, you ought to have 
may, lormed your plans. You cannot be ignorant of the number 
pu- 0 ſhips which are deſtined for ſea-ſervice for this year. 
that You know the complement of men for each rate; therefore 
mend eu may know by how many they will exceed the number 
them WI”! ſeamen voted by Parliament. In the forming ſuch an 
4 of Kimate, the board of admiralty can give you a liſt of the 


de- kamen to be employed, the paymaſter of the marines can 
w ed you! the number of marines, The value of ſtores 


COn- 
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contraQed for and to be purchaſed for ſhips, and building. 
yards, and rope-yards, ought to be minutely knowh, or 
elſe how is the navy to be provided? I will read you three 
or four principal heads of expence in the eſtimate of the 
navy, Which was returned to this Houſe on the 2d of May 
1772, (and which is printed 1n the journals) upon the very 
identical motion that I offer to you now. Take them as 
a ſpecimen that the eſtimates that I now aſk for may he 
very methodically made out, unleſs you are detetmined to 
with-hold every requiſite information from this Houſe, 

Value of flores and materials contracted for and to be pur- 
chaſed for his Majeſty's ſhips and yards. 

Wages to inferior officers and workmen in his Majeſty's ſeveral 
deck-yards, &c. 

Value of ſtores and materials, for the uſe of the ſeveral rope- 

yards, 

Mages to ſeamen, calculated upon the liſt received from the 
admiralty, of ſhips to be employed at ſea in the courſe of the 
year. | 

Value ovifions to be purchaſed, &c. &c. . 

Theſe — for a — ; the farther diſtribution 
of the heads of naval eſtimates may be ſeen in the original 
paper itſelf in your journals. 

t us know what we are doing. What is it that you 
cannot compute ? Have you not made proviſion for ſtores 
and materials neceſſary to careen, repair, and refit your 
Heet at Halifax ? or, if that place ſhould fall into the hands 
of the Provincials, have you made no ſupplemental provi- 
fon for the ſafety of the navy at the diſtance of three 
thouſand miles? Let us have the option, whether we 
will ſeek our ſafety (more frugally at leaſt) by a timely re- 
conciliation with the once hoſpitable ſhore of America, or 
upon the dependence of ſome wild eftimates of adminiſtra- 
tion, made for commiſſaries and contractors; or, which 1s 
moſt probable, muſt we patiently ſtand by the conſequences 
of their total neglect of every prudent and neceſſary pre- 
caution ?.. 4 
As for the extraordinaries of the land-ſervice, ſome eſti- 
mate may likewiſe be made of them, as well as of the 
naval extraordinaries; or, how are they to be provided for: 


What elſe is to guide adminiſtration in the execution of 


their own plan ? s not general Howe inform the admi- 


"niſtration from time to time what neceſſaries he may ſtand 
in need of? His general letters of requiſition during th 
23 | 
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0 laſt campaign are now lying upon the table; and the noble 
1 Lord has told us, that the miniſtry do from time to time 
1 receive letters of more explanatory detail, according as he 
* foreſees ſuch or ſuch neceſſary ſervices. Look at the bill of 


| extras for the laſt year: are they not claſſed methodically 
J into heads, of Supply to the forces at Boſton---at Montreal- 
Quebec, &c. C loathing and acccou trements-Forage - Liue- 
ba ſlock--=Vegetables--- Beer, &c. &. Have you calculated 
any of theſe, to reduce them within ſome eſtimable compaſs ? 


5 or do you merely hold out 2 meaſure to the ruinous 

„ Wl profuſion of commiſſaries, and the mercileſs avidity of con- 
tractors? 1 

a The laſt eſtimate of extraordinaries that I apply for, is 


from the board of ordnance, Will you tell us, that they are 
pe- ſtill at a loſs for their computation ? Is their powder not 
yet ſhipped ? Are their guns not yet caſt ? Are their ſcaling- 
the ladders not yet made? Are their baggage-waggons not yet 
he built? Give us the beſt account you have; if it be but 
an eſtimate of the waggons which were reviewed the other 
day by the maſter-general of the ordnance in Portman- 


ion WI Aauare. | : h 8 
my You may give plain and direct anſwers to theſe * 
if you mean well: It is not a captious or perplexing eſtimate 
du chat J aſk for, to an ounce of powder, or a gun-lock, or a 
* hand-ſpike, I ſpeak upon the ſcale of millions. You either 


cannot give theſe eſtimates, or you will not. If you will 
nds not, {peak out, that we may know what we have to depend 
upon, If you acknowledge that you cannot, then will you 
dare to undertake the conduct of that war of which you con- 
feſs your own inability to form even an idea or an eſtimate ? 
Will this Houſe, will the public at large, commit a propoſed 
armament of thirty, forty, or fifty thouſand men, with a 
hundred ſhips of force, at the diſtance of three thouſand miles 
and upon a line of action of fifteen hundred, with the na- 
tional honour at ſtake, to the hands of thoſe men, who pro- 
els their inability to form any eſtimate but for the emolu- 
ment of commiſlaries and contractors? 

If the miniſter will condeſcend to lay the true ſtate of the 
tation fully before Parliament, the queſtion will then be 
fairly before this Houſe and the public, whether they will, 
wich their eyes open, enter into a civil war, which in any 
event muſt feed upon, and exhauſt every vital ſource of this 
country, at the certain expence of ten or twelve millions for 
is ycar? Whether they will double that expence in the next 

Vor. III. R rr campaign? 


hg 
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in the inveſtigation of thoſe neceſſary points of information, 
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campaign ? And whether they will, in a third year, commit 
themſelves, helpleſs, exhauſted, and defenceleſs, to the mer- 
cy of France or Spain, and of every power in Europe that 
can build its future proſperity upon our ruin? Have we for- 
got that it was the diſcontent of taxes and anticipations in the 
laſt war that brought us down, when in the full career of vic- 
tory over the hereditary enemies of this country, to become 
the humble ſuitors of a timid peace ? That it was this want 
df forecaſt in the day of our then proſperity, which has en- 
tailed upon us that load of millions which both then and ſince 
have ſeverely ſerved to quicken the ſenſe of humiliating reſti- 
tutions, and the regret of victories wantonly thrown away? 

---Then let us be wiſer now. The eftimates that I call for 
are not only in the higheſt degree neceſſary, but perfectly 
practicable. To tell us, that the precedent from which ! 
take my example, of the naval eſtimates delivered in 1772, 
was in the time of peace, is only ſaying, that it was leſs ne- 
ceſſary then than it is now, My only reaſon for making 
this motion now is, becauſe we are not at peace, Nor can 
the wiſeſt of. us all foreſee the day, if you proceed a ſingle 
ſtep farther in theſe fatal meaſures, when this country may 
return to peace again. 

I have now explained to the Houſe the ſubſtance and view 
of my motions for eſtimates, which I fear will not be com- 
plied with, as I ſee no token of content, or of any diſpoſition 
on the other fide of the Houſe, to depart from their cuſto- 
mary ſecrecy and filence : If the noble Lord, with his bet- 
ter lights and ſuperior abilities, will lay before us the proper 
eſtimates and information, my end will be anſwered. I: 
not, I can only offer to tlie Houſe (what I could not offer to 
them as an object of any attention but at a dead lift) my poor 
ſervices to hunt out theſe matters of inquiry, upon ſuch light; 
as are not confined within the pale of official departments. 

The whole extent of my propoſition is this; either that 
the noble Lord would lay before this Houſe the beſt evidence 
and information upon the caſe, by authentic eſtimates; or 
that he will allow me to offer my conje&ural eſtimates, as a 
ground for the Houſe to come to ſome ſafe opinion upon; ot 
that he will give himſelf the trouble to point out in what 
parts he may think them materialty erroneous; 

Having no wiſh to miſrepreſent, and hardly room to exag: 

erate, I commit myſelf freely to the candour of the Bouie 


in which we are not likely to receive any aſſiſtance from mort 
| authentic 
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authentic eſtimates, I will endeavour to be as diſtin and 
methodical as I can, at the ſame time truſting that the noble 
Lord will not cavil with me for little matters, Points of mi- 
nute accuracy may be reſerved for ſome other day. A few 
thouſands more or leſs make no difference in my argument; 
] ſpeak upon the ſcale of millions. 
To bring the whole queſtion into one point of view, we 
ſhould ſtate the following particulars : 
Firſt, The ſums already voted upon eſtimate FL. 
for the preſent year - — 6157000 
2dly, The ſum remaining to vote upon eſti- 
| mate, computed at - — 
i 3dly, The probable exceſs of the expences of 
the navy, army, and ordnance, over and above 
the proviſions already made, computed at 5300000 


750000 


"> Theſe three ſums will make the total of the ex- 


WM pence of 1776 - - . 12207009 
es To which we muſt add, 
amy, The amount of the preſent out-ſtand- 
0 ing debts, viz. 
* Navy debt on 31 Dec. 1775 - 2698009 
e Exchequer bills — 1250000 
fo- Civil liſt debt, as ſtated by Lord Stair 800000 
bet- —— 4748000 
Ph Making a groſs total of - 16955000” 
* Deducting from this total, 

sthly, One year's _ of the ordinary re- 

venue, computed at 9 - 49 50000 


RT 


The remainder unprovided for will then be - 12005000 
If the expence of the extraordinaries ſhould exceed the 
proportion above ſtated, of which I can have no doubt, if 
tis armament goes on —_ to its preſent train, juſt in 
tie fame proportion will this laſt unprovided ſum of twelve 
millions and five thouſand pounds be increaſed, To avoid 
tle leaſt imputation of aggravating matters, I have ſtated the 
extras of the three ſeryices at no more than five millions three 
hundred thouſand pounds; and I deſire that it may be re- 
membered that this was my reaſon: We may compute the 
laſt poſſible ſum, but the greateſt poſſible amount is incom- 
putable, I will not venture to ſay what that may be. This 
8 the true ſtate of the queſtion in one view, without aggrava- 
Rrr2 tion 


the rebuilding of Somerſet-Houſe, &c, &c. - So much * 
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tion or colouring. Upon the balance of this year there will 
remain unprovided for, the ſum of twelve millions, or perhaps 
a great deal more. 
T will now enter, as ſhortly as I can, into the detail, to juſti- 
fy the eſtimates of the ſeveral articles as I offer them to the 
Houſe; always remembering, as I ſaid before, that I ſpeak 
upon the ſcale of millions. The twelve millions, which J 
ſtate as remaining unprovided for, may be fifteen millions ; 
or, if it ſhould poſſibly prove no more than ten millions, 
though the latitude ſeems very great, yet, in my opinion, 
the argument is not altered; for I hope that neither this 
Houſe, nor the public at large, being apprized, and in their 
ſober ſenſes, would be reconciled to ſaddle themſelves, at the 
end of this year, with an unprovided ſum of ten millions, 
for a mere pothble pittance of revenue from America, to be 
balanced by the certain deſtruction of national commerce, 
and even that poor poſſible pittance requiring to be collected 
and maintained by a perpetual ſtanding force and civil war, 
But to return to the articles of my eſtimate : 
The firſt article is the amount of the ſums 
already voted, being merely a ſummation 
of the articles as ſtanding upon the votes, J. 6157000 
The ſecond article of eſtimates remaining | 
to vote, ſtated at - - — 7 80000 ll | 
] explain thus, 
, Militia to be embodied - Fooccoo 
Sundry ſervices - - 250000 t 
— a 
. | Total /. '7 50000 = f 
As for the eſtimate of the militia, I have taken it from I 
your journals during the late war, I do not know that it will 

voted at all this year; but that it ſeems reaſonable to ſup- 

ſe, that the — (na will not leave us unguarded at home, 
and becauſe a ſpecial act has been paſſed this ſeſſion to enable 
the King to do it. It is not to be expected that I ſhould 
know whether the whole is likely to be called out, or only 
part, or what part or proportion; for I verily believe the mi- 
niſtry do not know themſelves. As to the two hyndred and 
fifty thouſand pounds for ſundry ſervices, I include ſome eſti- 
mates already lying upon the table unprovided for.---The 
deficiency of the funds of 17 58---poſlibly ſome deficiency of 
the grants of laſt year---poſhbly ſome coinage expences--- 


tc 
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firſt and ſecond articles ; the third is that which requires the 
moſt diſcuſſion. 


The total of the third article being J. 5300008 
I divide thus, 
Naval extras CL. 2500000 
Army extras - 2 500000 
Ordnance extras = 300000 
Total J. 5300000 


As for the naval extras, the fingle article of tranſport 
ſervice and victualling, will go deep into two millions five 
hundred thouſand pounds: there is an eſtimate which I have 
ſeen in print, drawn up by an experienced and able hand, 
of all the neceſſary attendances upon an army of thirty 
thouſand men; in that eſtimate, the neceſſary tranſports are 
ſtated at two hundred thouſand tons, Then compute two 
hundred thouſand tons at eleven ſhillings per ton per month 
or more, and add the yiEtualling eſtimates, that is enough 
for the firſt article towards the two millions five hundred 
thouſand pounds, The next article is beyond my power to 
ſpecify ; but! think I may venture to aſſume, that the pre- 
ſent armament of one hundred ſhips of force in America 
cannot poſſibly be manned without ten or fifteen thouſand 
men more than the number of men as yef voted. Your 
ſeamen, excluſive of marines, which are chiefly uſed as land 
forces, and many of them now ſhut up in Boſton, amount 
to but little more than eighteen thouſand. Your American 
armament ſingly would require that number. Your foreign 
ſtations cannot be ſtripped. The Eaft Indies, the Weſt 
Indies, the Mediterranean, Newfoundland, your home 
guard, many convoys that will ſoon be applied for (I have 
myſelf applied for one convoy already) ought to be ſupplied 
with as many more. Calculate the ſeamen, with their 
bounty money or preſs money, and their ordinary rate of 
expence; then add, ſtores conſumed and deſtroyed, pro- 
viſions for ſhips in ſea-ſervice, intereſt running on upon navy 
bills, old arrears coming to light, with an endleſs catalogue 
of never-failing items, and I think I ſhall have out-gone 
my ſtint of two millions five hundred thouſand pounds. 

Comparing theſe conſiderations with the amount of the 
total naval expence of the early years of the late war 1757 
and 1758, the reſult is to the ſame concluſion ; therefore I 
ſhall paſs on to the ſecond ſum of two millions five hundred 


thouſand poungs calculated for army extras, If I could form 
| — 
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any gueſs of the price of a buſhel of wheat, or of a ſack of 
oats, tranſported by force of arms from Bear Key to Ticon- 
deroga, or Crown-Point, I might hope to make ſome im. 
preſſion upon this eſtimate, It muſt put, to ſcorn all eſti- 
mates from German extraordinaries ; and yet the extraordi- 
naries for ſeveral years of the late war, for forage and pro. 
viſions, amounted to four or five millions per annum. The 
petty extraordinaries of a few men, circumſcribed within the 
peninſula of Boſton for a few months, has amounted, by the 
accounts of the laft year, to an enormous ſum; then what 
eftimate ſhall we form for a twelvemonth's proviſion and 
forage for an army of thirty or forty thouſand men at the 
diſtance of three thouſand miles from home, beſieging and 
beſieged, ſpread, or at leaſt expecting to be ſpread, over that 
immenſe continent, but without one hoſpitable acre to afford 
them ſuſtenance! It is out of my bounds to undertake the 
calculation, If I have not over-rated the total, it is enough 
for my argument ; and I fear, when the bill comes to be 
paid, it will be more than enough for us all. As to the 
office of ordnance, one word will ſettle that account; their 
uſual ſtint, during the laſt war, for extras was three hundred 
thouſand pounds a year. Inthe year 1775 they got up to two 
hundred and twenty-three thouſand pounds for extras; and h 
dare believe, that their induſtry will not be backward to ſup- 
port the good old cuſtom of a round ſum for unaccounted 
extras. 

Having, as I hope, verified my eſtimate for the extras, 
and clearly having not over-rated them, I am returned to my 
firſt total of the expences of 1776, as ftated above at 

© F£+12207000 

The amount of the preſent out-ſtanding debt, 

as already explained — 474800 


The total of the ſupply of 1776, added to the 
debts outſtanding, amounts, as before ſtated, to 16955000 


As for the amount of the ordinary revenue, 
there cannot be much diſpute. 

A four {ſhilling land-tax, and the malt-duty, 
yield net about — ([. 22 50⁰⁰⁹ 
The ſinking fund, upon an average of five 


years, ſomewhat leſs than — 2700000 


Total |  Aq950000 
* The 


/ 
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The remainder therefore unprovided for will 1. 
be, as I ſtated it before — 1200 5000 

But that I may not ſeem to exaggerate, I do not ſtate that 
it is indiſpenſible to provide for the whole of the twelve 
millions, becauſe I know it has been cuſtomary, though 
not commendable, to ſuffer an out- ſtanding debt of two or 
three millions. And to be perfectly explicit, I with to ſtate 
the preciſe ſum which will be neceſtary before the end of this 
very year, to place us in the ſame condition as we were before 
the American war. I think it very fair to take my line, 
from the noble Lord's own conduct, reſpecting the outſtand- 
10 ing debt. In his adminiftration, the navy debt has been re- 
: duced as low as one million and eighty-two thouſand pounds, 

© WH ind the exchequer bills to one million. I ſhall therefore on 
ad this head throw in another million, and ſtrike of three mil- 

lons from my laſt total of twelve millions. The noble Lord's 
rd own conduct marks what even a miniſter thinks to be the 
he BN raſonable line of indulgence, and juſtifſies me in ſaying, 
gi that the leaſt ſum to be raiſed, which can be ſufficient to 
P reſtore this country to that degree of eaſe and affluence (ſuch 
e sit was) which we enjoyed before this American war, muſt 
4M. nine millions. I make no demands of impracticable 
: wſterity, with any view to aggravate ; but I ſtate the ſimple 
1k ind certain difference, ſuch as it will be at the end of this 
| campaign, with the fituation in which a commendable at- 
D. ention of the noble Lord in the early parts of his miniſtry 

had once placed us. I call it the certain difference of nine 
millions, becauſe there can be no doubt that the extras, as 
eſtimated at five millions three hundred thouſand pounds, 
muſt be much below the mark; if fo, the reſult of the whole 
this; that the nation muſt be prepared to ſupport the bur- 
den of ten or twelve millions at the end of this year for the 
American war. 

[ have often ſtated theſe matters to the noble Lord in this 
Houſe, without any correction from him as having over- 
nted them, I told the country gentlemen, both laſt year and 
this year; that they muſt take their leave of a three ſhilling 
land-tax ; the fourth is mortgaged in perpetuity, If you 
are already ten or twelve millions deep, where will you be in 
the next year, and the next? and what taxes or funds are 


_ provided with, or can you find? A noble perſon (the 
earl of Stair) has given us a very accurate ſtate of the public 

revenue, and has thewn that the annual ſurplus, even of a 

0000 our ſhilling eſtabuſhment, is but about five hundred thou- 
| ſand 
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ſind pounds a year: how is this pittance to clear off 2 
debt of ten millions? or, if you go on with theſe deſtruc. 
tive meaſures, perhaps twenty or thirty millions. Take 
off the fourth ſhilling, and you will find the remainder 
barely equal to your peace eſtabliſhment ; therefore the 
fourth ſhilling upon land is all that you have left to clear 
our debts, or to provide for future contingencies, till the 
3 gentlemen ſhall conſent to give fix ſhillings in the 
und, 

I have endeavoured to draw up my motions, argumenta- 
tively dependent upon each other, in the manner and order 
that I have opened them, viz. The ſervices of 1776, --- 
the debts out-ſtanding,---the. ordinary ways and means, --- 
and the deficiency unprovided for.--- That they may ſtand 
upon your journals, as a caveat at leaſt entered before theſe 
fatal meaſures are irretrievable. But as I do not mean to 
throw out any falſe colouring, either to the Houſe, or to 
the public by the means of your votes, and as one of my 
reſolutions contains a recital of the total navy debt, leſt 
therefore it ſhould appear that I made a demand for the pay- 
ment of the whole, I ſhall offer to the Houſe a ſubſequent 
reſolution, explaining what proportion of the navy debt I do 
think it neceſſary to have diſcharged, for the better ſecurity 
of public credit, viz, The navy bills outſtanding, or at 
leaſt ſuch part as now carry intereſt at four per cent. amount- WM y 
ing to about one million ſix hundred thouſand pounds (exclu- Nu 
five of intereſt) as appears by a paper laid this day upon your Wt; 
table at my requeſt. The paper is intituled ““ An account WF py 
of navy, victualling, and tranſport bills outſtanding on the Wm; 
29th of February, 1776.“ 

The reaſons which induce me to offer this meaſure to the f 
Houſe, are in my poor opinion of ſome importance. If you Ml ten 
look at your navy debt, or upon the paper juſt now preſent- 
ed, you will ſee that there are more bills of credit now out- bel. 
fanding than in any year for the firſt five years of the late at 
war, when we had the greateſt powers in Europe to contend fury 
with, What deſcription of mine, or even what poſſible ex- 
- aggeration, could paint the preſent ſtate of this country in 
more alarming colours ! At the very outſet of this war we 
are driven to the ſame ſhifts, which we were not driven to in 
the late war, till we had attained every object of it, and till 
lf the vigorous exertion of a great miniſter, we had girt the 


obe with conqueſt, When every nerve had been ſo long 


rained, and ſo ſucceſsfully, ſomething might then * 
| en 
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been ſaid for ſlackening the ſprings, and eking out with ex- 
pedients; but to begin with ſecret ſhifts and hazardous ex- 
pedients, what is that but confeſſing to a certainty, that you 
foreſee the enormity of the expence; that you take every 
means of concealing it from the public eye ; that you know 
and feel the inability of your country to ſupport a civil war, 
which will deſtroy every ſource of its ſtrength and power; but 
that you are ſecretly and treacherouſly meditating to lead us 
on, confiding as we are, uninformed, and unſuſpecting as 
a- you would have us to be, ſtep by ſep, to ruin? 

ler The public have been alarmed, and perhaps not without 
- WT reaſon, upon ſome ſuppoſed meaſures of the bank, with 
--- Wl reſpect to navy bills. Wherever there are myſteries in mat- 


nd WW ters of importance ſuſpicion is juſtifiable, Immediately after 


cle Wl the navy debt was moved for in Parliament, it was announ- 
to ced, that the bank had ſtopped their hands in buying up navy 
to i bills, and they fell to a double diſcount, It was the calling 

my Wl for the navy debt that firſt brought to light the total amount 
leſt Wil of the outſtanding bills, which on the 31ſt of December 
ay- Wl 1775 was greater than in any of the five firſt years of the 
ent Wi late war, The public concluded very naturally, that there 
do was ſome ſecret underſtanding between the miniſtry and the 
rity I bank upon this ſubject. Doubtleſs buying up the navy bills 
r at Wi by the bank was a voluntary act of their own, even if it 
unt- ¶ were concerted with the miniſtry ; but {till the circumſtances, 
clu- WF taken altogether, appear ſuſpicious. Why ſhould the bank 
our lave prevented themſelves, as they ſeem to have done, from 
ount Bi purchaſing navy bills at the double diſcount ? For the mo- 
the ment they left off buying, the diſcount became double. Why 
ſhould they even ſeem to be affiſting to government in their 

> the WM ſyſtem of contracting debts ſecretly and vnderhand ? This is 


you WW tender ground. It was not originally any ſuſpicion of mine; 
ſent- WM but I confeſs I took it from a paper circulated, and which I 
out- believe was ſent to moſt members of this Houle, ſtating, 
late I mat the bank had advanced above eight millions to the trea- 


fury, upon diſtant funds, out of the reach of circulation, to 


e ex- Ide ry riſque of public credit. If that be fo, I ſtill think, 
ry in M did when it was firſt ſuggeſted to me, that it is a moſt 
Ir we eangerous ſyſtem, Its tendency is to convert the bank of 
to in I England into a miniſterial engine of ſtate ; and the danger 
d till Nothing leſs, than making the executive power independent 
rt the Alen the knowledge and conſent of Parliament for money. 


lay not twenty-four directors, in ſome future time, be 
drevailed _ materially to ſacrifice the intereſt of the pro- 
0 8 8 prietors 
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That it is the opinion of this Houſe, That the 
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prietors at large to ſerve a miniſter ? Even in the caſe juft 
mentioned, 1t was a fortunate incident for the miniſtry, that, 
juſt at a time when it was their object to get what advance of 
money they could in ſecret, the bank ſhould ſeem ſtudious to 
take up their navy bills at half the diſcount to which the 
fell, upon the very day on which they ceaſed to purchaſe, I 

at it again, this is tender ground: more ſo than is gene- 
rally imagined. 

] believe no one can doubt the reſponſibility of the bank of 
England: but any bank, whether public or private, may be 
broken, notwithſtanding a very certain final reſponſibility of 
paying — ſhillings in the pound, and even a great ſurplus 
remaining. It is a ready reſponſibility that muſt ſupport any 
bank at a pinch ; diſtant funds, out of reach, will not give 
ſupport againſt a ſudden alarm and run. Any indiſcretion of 
the bank in advancing large ſums upon very diſtant funds, may 
be extremely hazardous to themſelves, and to every ſhop, 
which by habit and gradual cuſtom confiders bank notes to be 
as good as coin. They are all upon one bottom. I have not 
all the alarms about paper credit that ſome gentlemen have, 
particularly not about bank paper; but {till I think it a point 
of material prudence, that the bank ſhould not be too free in 
advancing millions upon very remote funds. This is a very 
important point. I hope that I have touched it tenderly, I 
think I need ſay no more in ſupport of my laſt motion, for mak- 
ng a ſatisfactory proviſion for the outſtanding navy bills. 

will now ſtate my motions as they follow each other ar- 
gumentatively in order: 
That it appears to this Houſe, That the ſupplies 
already voted in this ſeſſion amount to the ſum 


(or thereabouts) of - - — =- 6,157,000 
excluſive of ſeveral other ſervices as yet unpro- 
vided for - 5 **x un. 


expence of the navy for the year 1776 may 

probably exceed the proviſions hitherto made 

by Parliament, to the amount of 2, 500,009 
That it is the opinion of this Houſe, That th 

extraordinaries of th& land forces for one year, 

from March 9, 1776, may probably amount 

to the ſum of - - 
That it is the opinion of this Houſe, That the 

expences of the office of ordnance for land 


ſervice for 1776 may probably exceed the 


2, $00,000 


proviſions 


ions 


* 
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proviſions hitherto made in this ſeſſion by the 1. 

ſum of - - 300,000 
That it appears to this Houſe, That there are 

Exchequer bills outſtanding, charged upon the 

firſt aids of this ſeſſion, to the amount in 

principal money of — — = 1,250,000 
That it appears to this Houſe, That the navy 

debt on the 31ft of December laſt amounted to 

the ſum (or thereabouts) of - - 
That it is the opinion of this Houſe, That for the 
better ſecurity of public credit it would be proper 
to provide for the navy, victudlling, and tranſport 

bills, out/!anding on the 29th of February, 1776, 

amounting to the principal ſum of 2, 308, oool. or 

thereabouts (excluſrve of intereſt already due) or at 
leaſt for ſuch part of the ſaid bills as do at preſent 
carry intereſt at 4 per cent. 

I have now ſtated all that I have to offer on the ſubject of 
the preſent ſtate of the nation, and its revenue, which I ad- 
dreſs ſpecially to the noble Lord who is Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, It is not the firſt time that I have addreſſed him 
upon that ſubject, and to this very effect. I have done it 
many times in this ſeſſion, both before and ſince Chriſtmas; 
but he has always confined himſelf to general terms. No re- 
peated applications have been able to extort any thing ex- 
plicit from him. How can the noble Lord juſtify ſuch ſecreſy 
and filence, and backwardneſs to communicate information 
to this Houſe at this important crifis ? It is the duty of his 
office to be active and vigilant, and forward to apprize this 
Houſe, in time, of every important circumſtance, and not to 
leave the burthen upon private and uninformed members of 
dragging every unwilling eſtimate into day-light, Why will 
he not cultivate the confidence of the Houſe by fair and 
open dealing? What intereſt can the noble Lord have in 
keeping us in a ſtate of deception ? Is he afraid, that if the 
whole truth were laid before us, this Houſe and the public 
would be leis ſanguine in the proſecution of the American 
war? I remember the day when the noble Lord told us, that 
others were more ſanguine and impatient than himſelf, 
What are we to think of this inconfiſtence, that he ſhould 
ſuffer himſelf to be driven to every ſanguinary meaſure, con- 
trary to his own better judgment? He profeſſes the moſt 
earneſt deſire for peace, but ſubmits to and ſupports every 
mealure and principle of the moſt ſanguinary kind. In the 
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very beginning of this ſeſſion he exclaimed with the moſt ap- 
parent earneſtneſs and ſincerity. Would to God that all 
things were as they were in 17631! He expreſlly declared his 


_ readineſs to diſpenſe with taxation; he has even propoſed 


terms with America (ſuch as they are) which at leaſt proves, 
that he does not maintain the doQrine of unconditional ſub- 
miſſion; the next day, perhaps, he is taken to taſk, and in- 
ſulted publicly before us all, for his indolence and inactivity; 
then again he reſumes his taxation and compulfory revenue: 
He ſubmits to be the mere inſtrument of carrying through 
this Houle every mercileſs and vindictive act that is ſuggeſted 
to him; and very placidly acquieſces with the noble Lord 
lately advanced to the head of the American department, 
who declares in the moſt peremptory tone, that he will re- 
duce America to vnconditioned ſubmiſſion with fire and 
ſword, 

The place of firſt Lord of the Treaſury has uſually been 
conſidered as the poſt of miniſter 5 but whether it be from in- 
dolence or indiſpoſition to the ſervice, we know not; certain 
however it is, that the preſent noble Lord in that office ſuffers 
himfelf to be controuled and ſuperſeded, at leaſt in American 
meaſures. A ſecretary of ſtate for the American department 
is introduced, to give vigour to ſanguinary meaſures, to 
counteraft the more pacific diſpoſition of the apparent mi- 
niſter, leſt the Houſe ſhould catch the relenting mood, which 
in truth they appear very well diſpoſed to, whenever the 
noble Lord at the head of the Treaſury gives the leaſt open- 
ing. Theſe are the diſpoſitions which all his friends (and I 
myſelf am not without my partialities to him) wiſh to ſee con- 
firmed into ſteady and perſevering principles af action. Why 
will he not roftity the favourable opinion of his friends, by a 
manly adherence to the line of lenient juſtice ? If theſe prin- 
ciples are not merely tranſitory and complexional in him, let 
him confirm them by his actions. If he will take a decided 
part now, according to his profeſſions, and not ſuffer himſelf 
to be over-ruled by ſome ſecret and deſtructive influence, he 
may give peace to his country and to America. It is an im- 

rtant moment that does not fall to every man's lot. A 
manly ſteadineſs, and exertion of that influence which he 
poſſeſſes, may reſcue his country from all the horrors of a 
civil war; and when J have ſaid thus much to him, his own 
reflection will ſuggeſt to him, that the man who has ſo much 
in his power, and neglects the exertion, either _ in- 
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dolence or any private or perſonal views, will have a very 
heavy load of guilt lying at his door. 

However, Sir, for the preſent, and with reſpect to the 
materials which I have now offered to the Houſe, I ſhall con- 
fine my addreſs to the noble Lord as Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, diſtinct from the efficient and reſponſible miniſter of 
the American war; a diſtinction which perbaps he may not 
be diſpleaſed with at preſent, and which he may find it very 
material to be able hereafter to juſtify. 

I now ſubmit myſelf to the noble Lord's comment and cor- 
rection, if I have fallen into any material error in my cal- 
culations : If not, I will, under favor of the Houſe, reſerve 
myſelf for a few words upon the general ſubject of the Ame- 
rican civil war, which it is the ſole and ultimate object of all 
my prayers and labours to avert. 


491 


Lord Nerth ſaid, the honourable gentleman looked for Ld. North, 


impoſfibilities, he could not divine what the expence of the 
campaign would amount to. It was impoſſible to tell, till 


the expence was incurred; and in ſome inftances nat till 


long after, Such accounts as were brought into the reſpec- 
tive offices, were regularly laid before the Houſe, and that 
was all that could be done, He was againſt the motion, be- 
cauſe it could not be complied with; the ſums might be right, 
but the Houſe had no documents before them to come to tuch 
a vote, 
Hon, 
many of his arguments led to prove, that the information 
required by Mr. Hartley would be very inſufficient, if Par- 
lament were to be impoſed on by ſuch mutilated and garbled 
eſtimates as were then laid upon the table, tending to miſlead 
rather than inform the Houſe ; that though they were fo. 
very artfully and 1 drawn up, that it would be 
found difficult to decypher them, it was indeed unneceſſa ry 
to attempt it; for he would undertake to prove that they 
were replete with fraud and impoſition, the money not 
having appeared to be applied to the ſeveral purpoſes for 
which Parliament had granted it; that the practice was to 
niſe money upon falſe pretences ; that Parliament had voted 
bo, oool. for the expreſs purpoſes of repairing two 74 gun 
ſhips and one frigate, not a ſhilling of which money had 
been ſo expended, the two large ſhips being decayed for want 
of repair, and the frigate broken up as ſoon as the money was 
alked for. He then proved ſeveral other impoſitions not lets 
groſs ; but contended, that the large ſupplies granted an- 
| nually 


James Luttrell ſupported Mr. Hartley's motion; but Hon. James 
Lutirell. 


of a few years; that naval ſtores ſupplied by America before 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1776. 


nually by Parliament were ſufficient, with good management 
to anſwer all the neceſſary expences of the navy. He ewed, 
that either by ignorance or fraud, a great and heavy debt 
was incurred; but ſaid he was ſure that the Houſe was not 
before acquainted with the means by which that debt was 
contracted, and was perſuaded government could only truſt 
to the indolence of Parliament, and the inſufficiency of the 
eſtimates, to ſhelter themſelves from that reſentment ſuch 
impoſitions on the public and inſult on the Commons merited. 
He then ſtated that more than half a million of money had 
been voted for naval ſtores ſince 1771, excluſive of half the 
four pound per man for each month, which is a very great 
ſupply towards the wear and tear; that ſeveral articles in the 
ordinary eſtimates have increaſed nearly double in the ſpace 


the war, had of late years fell one third in their price ; that 
habour moorings now ſtand government in 50, oool. a year, 
which a few years ago did not exceed 20,0001. though they 
are not ſo frequently ſhifted, nor attended with the ſame ex- 


pence as formerly; that 400, oool. had been granted annually 
the ſum voted the year after the war, though new ſhips had 


| 
| 
towards the repairs of our fleet, which is more than double | 
h 


replaced many of the old ones; and the ſervice our navy had 
been employed in during the peace could not occaſion the Ml "* 
neceſſity of frequent repairs, He then ſtated many more f 
ſupplies, ſuch as 264,795. for improving the 400, oool. to- tt 
wards paying off the navy debt, &c. but which way all W 8 
theſe ſums had really been applied, he contended, — not ll * 
be traced out by means of the eſtimates, or other accounts * 
laid before Parliament; certain it was however that the navy 

debt (reckoning the 400, oool. granted by Parliament) from de 
the 3ziſt of December, 1771, to the 31ſt of December, 1775, 


had increaſed from 1, 179, 375l. 128. 113d. to 3,098, 579,044, thi 
He then took many exceptions to ſeveral articles in the nayy hiſt 
eſtimate layed before Parliament, ſuch as the number of ſea- the 

out 


men charged more than had been voted, a mutilated account 
of 20,0901. 128. 2d. as the whole expence that appeared for 
building King's ſhips in contractors yards, when 17,57. 
granted for the ſame purpoſe, had been ſmuggled into another 
eſtimate the ſame year; that no leſs than 91,5241. gs. 10d. 
was not to be accounted for by the ingenuity of office, but by 
a ſuppoſition of the navy boards, that there might be more 
proviſions on board the ſhips than laſt year, and that the 
price was higher, He concluded by inſiſting, that the charg? 
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of 96,2911. 5s. 5d. for victualling land forces, ought not to | 
| have been included in the navy debt ; and in ſupport of this 
affertion, as well as to point out the neceflity of a ſtrict par- 
liamentary — into the many impoſitions he had alluded 
t to, and the remedy neceſſary to be applied, he defired that 
the clerk might read an addreſs from the Commons to the 
ft crown, on Thurſday, May 31, 1711, in which they ſet 
forth, that 1t is their privilege to adjuſt the proportion of the 

h money they grant, or are for the ſake of public credit 
g. bound to pay; that when the ſums are ſtated and granted, 
\4 Wl thoſe through whoſe hands the diſpoſition of them paſſes, 
e re not to be allowed in any ſhape to alter or enlarge them; 
at that when uſes are found out, ſuch as were neither voted 
he nor addreſſed for, it is a miſapplication of the public money; 
ce Wl the Commons ſet forth the abuſe of diverting ſeveral ſums 
ire iſſued for one ſervice, and transferring them to other pur- 
at Wl poſes, for which they were not intended, and that ſuch 
* practices amount to attempts, which differ very little 
ey from MC money without the conſent of Parliament at 
„al. That the ſum of 660,806]. 78. 7d. charged to the navy 
lly debt, has been payed for victualling land forces ſent to the 
ble prey of Gibraltar, &c. for which no deduction appears to 
made from the pay of thoſe forces, nor any part of that 

124 Wl fum re- aſſigned to the victualling, which is a breach of ſeve- 

the nl acts of Parliament; and the addreſs, ſetting forth exact 

ore ſmilar abuſes to thoſe now practiſed towards the navy, prays, 

to- dhat for the ſake of her Majeſty's honour, and for the public 

all Wl good, ſhe. will be pleaſed to remove thoſe perſons from office 

not ind public truſt, who have been found guilty of ſuch frauds, 

nts ind that they may be proſecuted by law for their offences. 
avy Lord John Cavendiſb ſeconded Mr Hartley's motion. He _ J. 
rom deſired to know what money would be wanted, that the _— 
= Houſe might be enabled to judge fairly of the expediency of 
oi. the r and entreated that adminiſtration would de- 
Ny iſt from their ſhameful diſingenuous conduct, of bringing in 

ſea- ¶ beir accounts by piece-meal, recommending to them to ſpeak 
dunt out like men, who had nothing to fear or conceal, and were 
1 for ready to ſubmit the meaſure at large, with all its conſe- 
74. Vences, to tlie 4 of Parliament. i 
Mr. Hartley. Intereſted as I am not to incur the diſ- Mr. Har- 

pleaſure or ſlight opinion of the Houſe, which muſt have h. 
been my puniſhment if I had preſumed to make myſelf fo 
much the object of their attention, as I have done this day, 
upon frivolous, crude, unwarranted, or undigeſted mate- 


rials, 


fact or probable calculation which I have offered to you, 


| exaggerated, but probably much under-rated. 


and the ſupport that he 1s likely to to receive from his collea- 


vide for a few navy bills. 
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rials, I now addreſs them with more confidence, as the noble 
Lord has neither denied, nor even conteſted, any material 


He has not entered much into detail ; but he has told us in 
general terms, that the expence muſt be enormous ; that no 
eſtimate could be made that could give any ſatisfaction to 
Parliament (which is but poor encouragement to proceed ;) 
that it has not been uſual to forecaſt, or to provide for the 
actual expences of each year within the year, but that it may 
be proper to provide for a few navy bills ; and though he has 
not conſented to have authentic eſtimates laid before the Houſe, 
yet he has given a full confirmation to mine, as not being 


Upon this warrant from the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
I will now apply myſelf to another noble Lord, lately ad- 
vanced to the head of the American department, and who is 
therefore to be conſidered as ſtanding in the place of efficient 
and reſponſible miniſter for the preſent civil war. As to the 
firſt Lord of the Treaſury, his meaſures have been vilified; 
his plans have been ridiculed ; he has been publicly reproach- 
ed in this Houſe with indolence. The other noble Lord, 
who is not of a diſpoſition to be dictated to, is now brought 
forward to reſtore firmneſs to our counſels : He will turn over 
a new leaf: He will inſpire new vigor into this civil war: 
His principles and conduct have always been conſiſtent : He 
declares uni formly and repeatedly, in the moſt peremptory 
tone, that he will never conſent to any treaty with the colo- 
nies whatſoever, previous to unconditional ſubmiſſion, Let 
this noble Lord now look at the work that he has undertaken, 


gues in office, Will he fit patiently in his_place, and hear 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer admit the enormity of the 
financial proviſions neceſſary, yet openly declaring in the 
Houſe that he will not make thoſe neceſſary proviſions ? 

I appeal to the Houſe, if the noble Lord, who 1s Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, did not admit my eſtimates of the 
probable expence of this year to be under-rated, at the ſame 
time declaring that he would not make proviſion for them in 
this year's account, but leave them to time and chance: 


Concluding with telling us, that it might be proper to pro- 


Would the great miniſter of the late war have patiently 
ſubmitted to ſuch an undiſguiſed declaration? No; not 
would he under thoſe conditions have ſtood reſponſible, | 


do 
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of that; but I apply to the diſcretion of thoſe men who have 
undertaken it. Granted, that they can ſtill think it may be 
within the limits of poſſibility to make a conqueſt of Ame- 
rica (which I think madneſs ;) yet without concert, without 
union, without ſeamen ; your levies not raiſed, your tranſ- 
ports not hired, your embarkations already two months 
after their time, and ſtill not in forwardneſs; your Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer ſtarving the ſervice; one of your 
commanders declaring in his place in this Houſe, for himſelf 
„and his colleagues, that the ſervice was unſought ; will not 
s miniſters pauſe for a moment 2 Is the proſpect ſo encourag- 
ing, or do they not begin to ſuſpeCt that they have under- 
r, taken more than they can accompliſh, at leaſt in tne diſunion 
d- and diſtraction of their preſent counſels? It is now avowed, 
1s Wl that we are too late to expect the conqueſt of America in this 
nt campaign; that point has flipt already; ſct down ten or 
he Wl twelve millions more for that ſleepy fit. I apply to the pru- 
d; dence of miniſters, whether in the preſent circumſtances at 
h. leaſt, they may not think it adviſable to relax from the 
rd, ¶ peremptory terms of unconditional ſubmiſſion. 

ght The whole of my object in applying to you this day, is to 
ver WW ſubmit to the confideration of the Houſe, and of the public, 
ar: whether for the ſake of juſtice, and upon a review of the 
He ate of the nation, and of all the conſequences which muſt 
attend this fatal war, they will not think it reaſonable and 
expedient (if this armament muſt proceed) to ſend at the 


Let eme time a ſolemn, clear, diſtin, and unambiguous ſpe- 
wn afication of juſt and honourable terms to be offered to your 
llea- 


colonies, previous to =_ further acts of hoſtility, I think 
at Parliament owe to their own dignity, and to the honour 
f the kingdom which they repreſent, to ſet up the ſtandard 


| the pt national juſtice upon that ground. I do not take it as a 
ple propoſition, either of conceſſion or accommodation, 
han- Nut of indiſpenſable juſtice, as connected with theſe arma- 
f the rents of vengeance which you are preparing. Let it be 
fame Whrowed openly and unequivocally to every member of the 
m m Heaſtitution, that the Britiſh government knows no other 
ance * Sundation, and acknowledges no other principle for its title 
pro- nd demands, but the compact of rational obedience and 
ditional ſubmiſſion. I take my line from the addreſs and 
lent tition of the corporation of the city of London lately pre- 
* no 


3 ited to the throne, That addreſs will remain to the lateſt 


le. es a perpetual teſtimony and memorial of their prudence 
Vor. It. « Et and 


| pn 


ſ 


do not mean to inſtigate the war: No one will 1 me 


495 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1776. 
and diligence to direct, as far as their influence can extend, 
the movements of government by juſtice and reaſon, and of 
their earneſtneſs and zeal for the ſupport of * order and 
juſt obedience, as long as government will abide by their part of 
the compact. No people can be bound to ſurrender their 
rights and liberties in return for protection. When any go. 
vernment make ſuch demands, the compact is void. Theſe 
are bold and manly principles. They are the pillars of our 
own conſtitution. That great and reſpectable corporation, 
the city of London, have taken a decided part worthy of 
themſelves. They earneſtly implore his Majeſty, through 
the means of Parliament, to aſſure the colonies that they 
ſhall be protected in their rights and liberties, and upon that 
ground to demand, in return, rational and contented obedi- 
ence. Let the juſtice of the legiſlature ſtand vindicated in 
the conteſt, and they offer their hands and hearts to ſup- 
port you. In a confederate ſtate, where there are depen- 
dences and ſubordinations, the term of a ſupreme legitlature 
has a very intelligible 1mport ; but an arbitrary legitlature is 
as totally repugnaat to every principle of ſound and juſt go- 
vernment, as an arbitrary monarch. Reaſon is the law to 
legiſlatures, and the meaſure of obedience to ſubjeCts. 

Whatever be the event of this unhappy civil conteſt, the 
city of London, as a very important member of the ſtate, 
have diſcharged their duty with prudence and firmnefs, 
They have not preſumed to dictate the terms; but upon the 
moſt liberal principles, they have ſuggeſted, that the funda- 
mentals of this government, which are taxation by repreſen- 
tatives, and ſecurity of charters, ought, in the ſpirit of 
juſtice, to be confirmed to all parts of the Britiſh dominions 
I think that it now remains with us, in conjunction with the 
other, branches of the legiſlature, to fulfil our parts. If we 

lect this ſtep of juſtice now, the future national reproac 
will lie at our door. The anſwer which the city of Londoi 
have received, too plainly imports unconditional ſubmiſſion 
or ng peace. Whoever has adviſed that anſwer, and ft 
takes upon himſelf to perſiſt inflexibly in theſe principle 
has in my opinion taken a very deſperate reſponſibility upot 
himſelf, 

If miniſters have no regard for the honour and juftice « 
their country, let them at leaſt pauſe for one moment; 2 
before they cut off all retreat, let them reflect upon their pr 
ſent enterprize and future reſponſibility: And firſt, I app! 
myſelf to the wiſdom of the Houſe upon the 8 

PF ack 
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5 prudence, which the preſent ſtate of the nation, as I have en- 
: deavoured to lay it before you, ſeems to me irreſiſtibly to 
f ſuggeſt ; I then addreſs myſelf to the noble Lord at the head 
: of the American department, to remind him of his own re- 
Re: ſponſibility, and I make my tender to him of the propoſition 
G of conditional terms, as ariſing out of the addreſs of the ci 


of London to the king, I have drawn up the ſentiments of 


> that addreſs, in a form of an addreſs from the Houſe to the 
King, which I confeſs appears to me moſt indiſpenſable, and 
* which, with great deference, but moſt earneſtly, I recom- 
S mend to the conſideration of the Houſe. The ſubftance of 


"_ the propoſition is to put the American colonies upon the ſame 
a; footing of taxation that Ireland is, and always has been; 
\- gand to give them ſecurity for charters, If you do not me- 
ditate to introduce the ſame innovations into the mode of 
PWM taxation in Ireland, which you have attempted in America, 
then put them both upon the ſame ground, and let them be 
mutually a fecurity to each other. The example of Ireland 
i entirely pertinent to the caſe of the colonies ; your pro- 
>” Wl vinces in America have always hitherto been upon the {ame 
footing in taxation as Ireland. Let them be ſimply replaced 

en! they were, and then the principles and uniformity of your 
| provincial governments in all your dependencies will be main- 
tate, ; V 


0 tained, Your colonies, in their late humble and dutiful pe- 
TH tition to the King, have implicitly ſubmitted themſelves to 
: 2 his wiſdom and gracious interpoſition, to preſeribe the terms 
5 of peace: Then let theſe terms precede your acts of ven- 
* geance. Aſſure to them the ſecurity of their rights and li- 


berties, and then make your demand of ſubmiſſion. 
* One word, Sir, of apology for myſelf. My ſituation is 
ic * preſent diſtreſſing to me. I have ſo often troubled you 
upon the ſubject of America, which I confeſs engroſſes all 
nao my thoughts, that I do not know how to treſpaſs upon your 
- patience any further, eſpecially at the concluſion of an intri- 
11 al gate debate upon the ſtate of the nation. But having ſet be- 
fore you on the one fide the very alarming, though real ſtate 
of things, if I do not, on the other hand, offer to you the 
Fre alternative, by which you may avert the calamities impend- 
Ing upon this country, my work will be incomplete, and the 
ultimate object of it will be fruſtrated. Let me entreat you 


"Wl to open the door to reconciliation and ? and not to drive 
T ap them from you while they are yet within your reach. With 


the permiſſion of the Houſe, I will read to you an addreſs to 
the King for ſpecific terms of peace to be offered to the colo- 
1 nies. 
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nies. TI will importune you no farther, but to recommend 

it to the ſerious conſideration of the Houſe ; I wiſh I might 

add, to their adoption, that it might receive the weight of 

their ſanction and authority before it be too late. | 
It is as follows : 

That an humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, ſet- 
ting forth, That this Houſe, having taken into their ſerious 
confideration the very alarming ſtate of the pretent diſtur- 
bances in America, and the ruinous profpe& thence ariſing 
to the commerce and public credit of theſe kingdoms, and to 
the ſafety of all his Majeſty's dominions, together with the 
enormous debt, deficiencies, and boundleſs expence which 
every day and hour accumulate, out of meaſure, in this de- 
2 and exhauſting civil war; and that his Majeſty's 
faithful Commons being moſt anxious to provide for the 
peace, proſperity, and ſecurity of all his Majeſty's domi- 


nions, and to fave the effuſion of blood, and thinking that 


the moſt probable means of reſtoring peace to his Majeſty's 
ſubjects in Amarica, and of ſecuring their conſtitutional de- 
pendence on Great-Britain, would be, to empower his com- 
miſfioner or commiſſioners to offer to them ſome ſpecific line 
of rational obedience, inſtead of unconditional ſubmiſſion, 
and to give them aſſurance of redreſs to all their reaſonable 
complaints of grievances, together with a full ſecurity of all 
their conſtitutional rights; beg leave to recommend to his 
Majeſty to give inſtructions to his commiſſioner or commil- 
fioners to iſſue a proclamation in his Majecty's name, de- 
claring, That his Majeſty's colonies in America ſhall be put 
upon the ſame footing of giving and granting their own 
money, by their own repre:entatives, as his Majeſty's ſub- 
jets in Ireland are, and always have been; and that all 
charters which have at any time been granted to any of 
the ſaid colonies by his Majeſty, or any of his predeceſſors, 
ſhall be — and ſecured to them; and to aſſure his 
Majeſty, that this Houſe will give his Majeſty every poſſible 
aſſiſtance to put ſuch aſſurances into full effect and execu- 
tion.“ 

A negative was put upon all the motions except the laſt, 
(diſtinguiſhed by Italics in page 489) upon which Lord 
North put the previous queſtion, There was no diviſion. 


April 2. 

Private — . 
Adjourned to April 18, 
| | Am 
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April 18. 
Adjourned to the 24th. 
| April 24. 

The day appointed for opening the budget. 

Lord North began with recapitulating the grants made 
the committee of ſupply, which he ſaid, amounted to nine 
millions ninety-ſeven thouſand pounds, conſiſting of the 
army, navy, ordnance, navy-debt, expence of coinage, ex- 
chequer bills, deficiencies of land and malt, deficiencies of 
grants, and miſcellaneons articles. 

He next ſtated the ſums granted in the committee of 
ways and means, conſiſting of land and malt, produce of 
the ſinking fund and exchequer bills, to be iſſued for the 
ſervice of the year 1776, all which amounted to ſeven 
le millions one hundred and forty three thouſand pounds. 

i The difference between the amount of grants and monies 
at provided for, he computed to be one million nine hundred 
's nnd fifty-fix thouſand pounds. 

e- He informed the committee, that to balance this defi- 


r 
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n- Wh ency between the grants and ſupplies, he meant to borrow 
ne wo millions, which would make an overplus of ſixty- four 


n, Wl thouſand pounds, 


ble To raiſe this ſum, he propoſed that annuities ſhould be 
all Wl granted at three per cent. per annum, on one million four 
his WE fundred thouſand pounds, and that the other ſix hundred 
i(- Wl thouſand pounds, to be raiſed by lottery, the prizes of which 
de⸗vere to be funded and incorporated into the two millions 
lock ; that is to ſay, every man ſubſcribing one hundred 
pounds, ſhould be intitled to intereſt for ſeventy-ſeven 
pounds ten ſhillings, at the rate of three per cent. per an- 
wm, and have three lottery tickets, which, computed at 
fleven pounds ten ſhillings per ticket, amounted to thirty- 
four pounds ten ſhillings. 

The ſeven pounds ten ſhillings was by way of premium, 
hich, with the profit on the ticket, would ſtand the pub- 
le in one hundred and twelve pounds, and if the tickets 
old at their uſual price, would, in fact, coſt the public 
one hundred and fifteen pounds, but as in the firſt place the 
tree per cents. conſolidated, bore no higher a price than 
eighty-five and a fraction; and as the prizes in the lot- 

ery being to be funded, he did not compute the terms 

de money thus borrowed, ſtood in relation to the pub- 
e, but ſee what the lender was actually to receive. 
April on this ground, then, he ſaid, the ſeventy-ſeven pounds 
| den 
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ten ſhillings, three per cent. conſolidated, was worth at 
market fixty-five pounds, ſeventeen ſhillings and fix-pence, 
and the three lottery tickets thirty-four pounds ten ſhillings, 
by which means every ſubſcriber of one hundred pounds 
would receive in ſtock and money one hundred pounds ſeven 
ſhillings and fix-pence, and if the tickets ſhould ſell higher, 
every thing more they brought would be an additional pro- 
fit to the ſeven ſhillings and fix-pence. 

To pay the —. on the two millions one hundred 
and fifty thouſand pounds thus borrowed ; that is, the two 
millions loan and one hundred and fifty thouſand pounds 
premium, the intereſt of which, he ſaid, would amount to 
fixty- four thouſand pounds, he propoſed to lay on the follow- 
ing taxes: IP 

On four wheel carriages a tax of twenty ſhillings each, 
which he computed would amount to ſeventeen thouſand 
pounds per annum. 

On ſtage coaches at five pounds each, amounting to two 
thouſand pounds. | 

On deeds, or all writings to be ſtamped, at one ſhilling a 
ſtamp, amounting to * thouſand pounds. 

On news- papers one half- penny per ſtamp, eighteen 
thouſand pounds per annum. 
Cards and dice; fix-pence a pack on cards, and two 
and fix-pence on dice, fix thouſand pounds per annum. | 

Thoſe different ſums would amount to ſeventy -two thou- WF ; 
ſand pounds, which would have a ſurplus of eight thouſand WF | 
pounds, to go to the credit of the ſinking- fund. ö 
- His Lordſhip then gave a particular account of the pre- t 
ſent flouriſhing ſtate of the finking fund, He obſerved, MI . 
that the preceding ſeſſion that fund had been charged with I ;, 
two millions eight hundred thouſand pounds, beſides one hun- e 
ered thouſand pounds paid to his Majeſty for the purchaſe ot 
Somerſet-houſe, which together made the prodigious ſum of ir 
two millions nine hundred thouſand pounds. Yet notwith- 
ſtanding this heavy charge, conſiderably more than had ever 
been laid on that fund before, there was a ſurplus lying in 
the exchequer at the end of the Chriſtmas quarter, of 
feventeen thouſand pounds, which was now brought to the 
credit of the ways and means. To this proſperous ſtate he 
ſaid it might be objected, that the preſent troubles in Ame- 
rica being foreſeen, greater importations might have been 
made from that country in the courſe of laſt year that 
uſual, which produced a kind of unnatural increaſe — the 

cuſtomꝭ; 
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cuſtoms; but the very reverſe, he aſſured the committee, was 


t the fact, for; in the courſe of the laſt quarter, however un- 
3 accountable it might appear, the produce of the finking 
5 fund on the 4th of the preſent month, was found to be nine 
ls hundred and fixty thouſand pounds, fo that the laſt five quar- 
n ters produce amounted to the almoſt incredible ſum of four 
r, millions, or three millions eight hundred and ſeventy- ſeven 
J- thouſand pounds, Though this ſtate of that fund might - 
pear as if the trade with the colonies was of little or no confe- 
ed uence to this nation, he did not mean to draw any fuch conclu- 
Vo fon from the premiſes. He was convinced of the great impor- 
Cs tance of that very valuable branch of commerce; but it autho- 
to riſed him to draw another concluſion of fingular importance, 
w- which was, that it proved the great opulence, private con- 


ſumption, public wealth, and immenſe reſources of this 
ch, country. hen thoſe facts firſt came to his knowledge, he 
nd confeſſed he was much aſtoniſhed ; he ſuſpected that the im- 

ports from America muſt have been much greater than at 
wo Bl any other time, at leaſt in the beginning of the preceding 

year ; he found to his ſurpriſe that that was not the fact, 
82 and the produce of the laſt quarter convinced him to demon- 
ſtration. He again enquired, if the decreaſe in the deben- 
cen BY tures and drawbacks might not have contributed in a great 

meaſure to the increaſe of the ſinking fund; but here again 
two Bl he was diſappointed, for though the debentures and draw- 
. backs had decreaſed, they had not decreaſed in any propor- 
10V- BH tion at all ſufficient to compenſate the loſs of our American 
land i trade. But ſtill, on further enquiry, he found himſelf more 

puzzled, for it appeared that it was not by the cuſtoms alone 
pre- that the fund was enriched, but from the exciſes on inland 
rved, ¶ conſumption, the moſt irrefragable evidence of the increaſing, 


with WW internal, and domeſtic wealth of the people, who were the 
hun. conſamers of thoſe exciſed articles. NU; oa] 
aſe of From this pleaſing appearance, he faid he was warrant 
ue in charging the ſinking fund with the ſam of two millions 
with- 


nine hundred thouſand pounds, now propoſed, as he found . 


lever it fo rapidly on the increaſe. It appeared by taking the ave- 
ng u rage of the two laſt years, the produce was two millions 
, be eight hundred thoufand pounds, and on the three laſt, two 
to 


millions ſeven hundred thouſand pounds and a fraction, 
whereas the average of the five preceding years amounted 
to no more than two millions five hundred thouſand pounds, 
or hardly ſo much ; and previous to the breaking out of the 
late war, to. not more than half that ſum, This led him 
| to 
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to repeat what he had before mentioned, that our commerce 
was immenſe, our refources great, and our internal opulence 
almoſt beyond conception; for though the national debt was 
conſiderable, and our burthens heavy, the tradeſmen, me- 
chanics, and labourers in this country, lived in a manner un- 
known to any country whatever. a the labourer's 
ſtile and manner of living; examine his food, his cloathing, 
his houſe, and even his little luxuries, and compare him 
with men of the ſame claſs in Ireland, in any other part of 
the empire, or Europe; and it would amount to this de- 
monſtrative proof, that although our taxes were great, 
our burthens were heavy, that yet the means of procur- 
ing the neceſſaries, nay, even the comforts of life, were 
— attainable in this country, than in any other under 
the ſun. a 
On the other operation of finance, that of raiſing one 
million five hundred thouſand pounds by exchequer bills, he 
leave to explain himſelf, as it aroſe from circum- 

ſtances which related to a matter not immediately before 
the committee, that was the preſent ſtate of the Eaſt-India 
company, concerning their tranſactions with the bank. In 
the year 1773, government iſſued one million four hundred 
thouſand pounds exchequer bills, in order to extricate that 
company out of its difficulties, one million one hundred 
thouſand pounds of which has been fince paid; ſo that three 
hundred thouſand pounds only remaining in circulation, he 
thought he had a fair opportunity of iſſuing two hundred 
and fifty thouſand pounds in exchequer bills more than the 
laſt year, without running the riſque of a glutted mar- 
ket. On this ground therefore, it was, that he encreaſed 
' the exchequer bills from one million two hundred and fifty 
thouſand pounds, to one million five hundred thouſand 


unds. 

Fels Lordſhip repeated, that the money to be borrow- 
ed and funded, would be two millions. In this operation 
he had two points in view; one was, to make the beſt 
bargain he could for the public; the other, to give the 
ſtockholder a reaſonable profit and encouragement to ſub- 
ſcribe ; both thoſe he hoped would be effected. It is true 
there would be a nominal loſs to the public of 15 per 
cent. but it could not poſſibly be otherwiſe, and the ſub- 
ſeriber would be no real gainer, on account of the very low 
price of ſtock, for the premium and the advance on the lot- 

| | try 
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tery tickets would amount to more than a fair market- price 
for his ſubſcription. | 

The intereſt on this ſtock would amount to fixty- four 
thouſand pounds per annum; and as it was not meant to 
break in on the ſinking fund, the intereſt money muſt be 
paid by new taxes. | 

Taxes 1n all countries, where neceſſity did not compel, 
ſhould, as much as poffible, be laid on luxury, and the ele- 

nt conveniencies of life; but much more where the con- 
— and ſtrength of a kingdom chicfly depend on its 
trade and commerce. In thoſe he meant to ſubmit to the 
committee, he ſhould have that great object ſteadily in view. 
In many inſtances this mode of levying taxes would not 
anſwer, Where great ſums were to be borrowed, the burden 
muſt he on the bulk of the people at large, who were only 
ne capable of bearing it; but in every operation, ſuch as the 
he WF preſent, luxuries ought to be taxed, both becauſe the firſt 
n- WH weight ought to fall on the rich and opulent, and becauſe 
every tax, which might in its conſequences tend to affect our 
lia WW manufactures, ſo as to enhance their value to foreign pur- 
chaſers, ought, if poſſible, to be avoided;  _.- © 

The tax on four-wheel | carriages, though an object of 
convenience, was, in another light, a luxury, becauſe none 
red Wl kept them but ſuch as were really or nominally rich. The 
ree ux on two-wheel carriages came under the tame deſcrip- 

tion in a ſecondary degree; but on inſpecting into the pro- 

duce of the laſt mentioned tax, he obſerved that it decreaſed, 
while the other was yearly on the increaſe. The number 
of four-wheel carriages which paid the tax laſt year, he ſaid, 
was 18,600 ; but ſuppoſing that gentlemen, who had ſeveral 
of them, would. on this account lay down one, or that the 
number of four-wheel carriages might from other cauſes 
atually decreaſe, he would allow for that decreaſe, and 
ix the number at 17,000, which, at twenty — each, 
would produce the fum of ſeventeen thouſand poun 

The next proper object of taxation, he thought, would 

ſtage-coaches and machines. He ſaid, that gentlemen 
ho paid the tax for their own carriages, thought it a little 
extraordinary that hackney carriages ſhould be exempted, 
particularly when they ſaw four or fix infides, and eight or 
ten outſides daily — ta them on the road, without con- 
ributing a ſhilling towards the public expence. Thoſe he 
computed at 400, though he believed them to be conſiderably 

Vor. III. i Uu u more 
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more, which, at five pounds each, would produce about 
two thouſand pounds a year. 

There had been taxes already laid on all deeds and paper 
\writings ſealed, but he thought from the eaſy manner of 
collefting the ſtamp-dutics, and the benefits ſuppoſed to 
ariſe to the parties from ſuch tranſactions at the time, that 
deeds would bear an additional ſtamp of one ſhilling, The 
ſhilling ſtamp laid on in 1736, produced the laſt year thirty. 
two thouſand pounds, but taking it on an average of thirty 
thouſand pounds, he wg nrE that an additional tax of one 
thilling each ſhould be laid on all deeds or paper writings 
ſealed, heretofore liable to the payment of 2 
Cards and dice were matters of real luxury, and ought 
therefore to be taxed. 164, ooo packs of cards had been 
ſtamped the laſt year, which amounted to between three 
and four thouſand pounds. Another fix-penny ſtamp would 
produce a hike fum, and the half-crown ſtamp on dice, about 
four hundred pounds, and both taken together, to upwards 
of — thouſand pounds. - "Kt 

- Newſpapers in general, he ht a v t object of 
3 ſaid, many — Grape 7 they did more 
harm than good, while others looked —_ them to be of 
great public benefit. He did not pretend to determinc whe- 
cher they were, or were not; but he could not help obſery- 
- ng that they inculcated one thing which he believed was 
not to be credited, which was, that the liberties of this 
country were in danger from cruel, ambitious, and tyran- 
nical miniſters, when, under this tyrannic government, news- 
writers were daily permitted to abuſe the perſons, and miſ- 
repreſent the meaſures, of thoſe very men whom they de- 
feribed as enemies of liberty, with impunity. He could fur- 
ther inform them that thoſe calumnies and falſehoods, were 
propagated and repeated in the courſe of a. year, in no lels 
than 12,230,000 news-papers. It was difficult to determine 
whence this avidity for reading news-papers aroſe. He could 
not ſay it was from a thirſt of knowledge or improvement. 
He prefumed, therefore, it was from a general defire of 
knowing what was paſſing, of ſpending half an hour that 
lay heavy on their hands, or from an idle fooliſh curioſity ; 
but let the reaſon be what it might, it was a ſpecies of luxury 
that ought to be taxed, and from the propenſity juſt men- 
tioned, would, he made no doubt, well bear it. He faid, 
by the laſt returns in the ſtamp- office, the amount of the 


tax was fifty thouſand pounds on the penny ſtamp. He 
_— 
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propoſed now to lay on an additional halfpenny, which 
would, if the fale — to continue the ſame, — 
five thouſand pounds, but as the ſale might poſſibly decreaſe 
ſomewhat, and thereby affect the penny ftamp, and that ſe- 
veral papers which were charged, were returned as unſold 
and the ſtamp afterwards allowed for, he would compute the 
produce of this tax to be no more than eighteen thoufand 
pounds per annum. Taking thoſe ſeveral ſums together, 
they made about ſeventy thouſand pounds per annum, out of 
which deducting the intereſt of the two millions one hundred 
and fifty thouſand pounds, which was fixty-four thouſand 
s, there would remain about fix or eight thouſand 
pounds a year to be — to the uſes of the finking-fund, 
nat, provided thoſe ſeveral taxes produced — now 
ted. 
His Lordſhip then reminded the committee, that the 
wer and wealth of this country were t, and its fpirit 
igh, notwithſtanding the pains that had been taken to de- 
iate one, and villify and traduce the other. Though 
ngliſhmen were degraded in the eyes of all Europe as 
tame, ſpiritleſs, and cowardly z though this country had 
been repreſented to be exhauſted, borne down by taxes, and 
on the eve of a general bankruptcy z though the diſappoint- 
ments of the laſt campaign were magnified into defeats ;5 and 
though America was repreſented by the ſame perſons, to be 
the ſeat of virtue, liberty, courage and heroitm, he never- 
theleſs, truſted that this country had both the ſpirit left to 
aſſert her rights, to reſent the inſults ſhe had received, and to 
convince her public and domeſtic enemies, that as ſhe had 
the will, ſo ſhe had likewiſe the means, of repairing her in- 
jured honour. He obſerved, that this country, when rouſed 
to a ſenſe of her injuries, had never failed to chaſtiſe her 
foes, whether foreign or domeſtic ; and that however flow 
ſhe might be in the beginning, experience had"taught them 
to their coſt, that ſhe was not. to be injured or inſulted with 
impunity. | 
He obſerved that the loan had turned out better than it 
would have done three or four days fince, as the 3 per cent. 
conſolidated annuities had fallen $ or 3 per cent, within that 
time, on account of a pretended account lately received by 
a ſhip lately arrived from Jamaica, giving an account of the 
hoſtile preparations of the French and Spaniards in chat quar- 
ter, and of martial law being-proclaimed througtetharifland. 


He could not think of paſting it over in filence, and (affermg 
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it to remain uncontradicted; for if there was the leaſt founda- 
tion for it, the governor would never have permitted a veſſel 
to depart for Europe without ſending an account of it; there, 
ſore he would aſſure the Houſe the report was totally falſe. 

His Lordſhip ſpoke above an hour, to prove the ſolid 
grounds the credit of the bank of England ftood on; and con- 
tended, that it was no leſs ſupported by its own ability, than 
its known regard to public faith, which had ſecured it a cre- 
dit and reputation, not only within this iſland, but in almoſt 
every part of the mercantile world. He alluded to Dr, Price, 
Lord Stair, &c. ſeveral of whoſe arguments, he ſaid, were 
built on hypothetical reaſonings. They often contained matter 
well deſerving of public and private conſideration; but there 
was one obſervation he learnt by peruſing them, that however 
their facts might be juſt, pertinent, or important, their conclu- 
fions'and predictions 8 turned out to be falſe. When 
even men, the beſt verſed in buſineſs, and who had acted in 

che moſt important ſtations, quitted practice for theory, they 
were no leſs liable to fall into error than mere abſtract reaſon - 
ers. Such was the caſe of a great miniſter (Sir Robert Wal- 
pole) who was often heard to ſay, that whenever the nation 
owed 100 millions, it would be undone, and would become a 
bankrupt. The event has ſince falſified the prediction of that 
able politician, for in leſs than thirty years after pronouncing 
this authoritative ſentence, the nation owed near 150 mil- 
lions, and was neither bankrupt nor undone, 
He obſerved, that great pains had been taken to decry the 
bank, and to depreciate its credit, but to no purpoſe. It had 
been called a bubble; but-to uſe the words employed on ano- 
ther occaſion, if the bank was a bubble, ſo was the world. 
Many attempts have been made to prove its connection and 
dependence on government, and the influence it gave the 
miniſter. If by the miniſter was meant the firſt lord of the I 7: 
treaſury, he aſſured the committee he had no influence on p 
them; if he had, he ſhould, he hoped, uſe it to the beſt 
purpoſes, that of the public welfare, It was ſaid too, that e 
the bank had joined government againft the people, than I d 
which nothing could be more fallacious, for by joining and I ac 
co-operating with government, they eſſentially ſerved the 6 
people, and no ſurer teſt could be given than this, which was, 
- that if the people withdrew their confidence from government 
but for one day, he would engage that the next the individu- 
als-who: compoſe. the preſent adminiſtration, would have no 
more influence with the bank, than any other ſet of m_ 
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| duals whatever; and on the whole, he could fairly declare, 
that he did not know a ſingle inſtance in which the bank had 
; aſſiſted government, which was in fact aſſiſting the publick, 


but in circulating the exchequer and navy bills, which 


| brought them into the market, and lowered the premium half 
„ r cent. 

1 It might be objected, he ſaid, that the grants already 
© made, and the ſervices already provided for, would not be 
t ſufficient, particularly that no proviſion had been made for 
* the army extraordinaries, which would be a certain expence. 
0 The obſervation would be a juſt one, if made, for there was 
er none. He foreſaw it, and intended, if ſomething had not 
e prevented him, to have taken his Majeſty's directions on that 
er point. He, however, would take the earlieſt opportunity 
1- of waiting on his Majeſty, in purſuance of which, he pre- 


en ſumed, he would to- morrow deliver a royal meſſage, deſiring 
in a vote of credit. 

ey The events of war were uncertain; but he had every rea- 
n- ſon to be ſatisfied, that ſuch ſteps had been taken as would be 
l- the means of bringing America to a proper ſenſe of her duty. 


on There was nothing he ſo much deſired, nor nothing more diſ- 
> a agreeable to him, than to aſſert the rights of this country by 
lat force of arms, if it were poſſible to ſecure them by any other 
ng means. He fincerely wiſned for accommodation, if it 


il- could be obtained conſiſtently with the honour and intereſts 
of the parent ſtate, and the dignity and legiſlative ſuprema- 
cy of the Britiſh Parliament, He wiſhed fincerely for con- 
ciation, and was heartily diſpoſed to treat America with 
tenderneſs and affection. But he truſted to the ſpirit and in- 
ſulted honour of the Britiſh nation, that it would not let its 
moſt valuable and important rights be wreſted by force, vio- 
lence,” and rebellion, out of its hand; and if occaſion ſhould 
require it, that it would exert that ſtrength, which, when 
properly exerted, never failed to prevail. 

His Lordſhip, in reply, ſeemingly, to ſuch as had aſſert- 
ed in print, that the current gold and filver coin of the king- 
dom had been decreaſed, ſtated ſeveral facts to prove it was 
not, He faid nine millions ſterling had been already coined 
ice the paſſing of the act; that four millions of light and 
cut gold remained in the bank ready for coining; that proba- 
bly the preſent proclamation, relative to the calling in ſuch 
guincas as were under five penny weights fix grains, and which 
e no exceeded five penny weights three grains, would produce three 
livi- mulions; to which, if were added ſuch guineas as were with- 
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in the fix and _ grains, for which no proclamation had 
been iſſued, with the filver coin, probably amounting to be- 
tween three and four millions, ſuppoſing the laſt to be very 
baſe, and not worth half its nominal value; the whole, he 
believed, would not fall much ſhort of twenty millions, a 
ſum far exceeding any thing that had been yet aſſerted in 
print reſpecting any other period. 

He dwelt upon the wealth, ſtrength, and high ſpirit of 
the nation; talked much of the pitiful figure we made in the 
beginning of the late war, and afterwards how vigorouſ] 
we proſecuted, and how gloriouſly we terminated it. [He 
allu to Doctor Brown's Eſtimate of the Manners and 
Principles of the times. | 

Governor John/tone obſerved, it was a little extraordi | 
that the gallery ſhould be open on that day, and ſhut up 
upon almoſt every other, ſince the commencement of the 
ſeffion, on which matters of importance came under diſcuſ- WW | 
fion. He aſſured the Houſe, that he was always pleaſed to 
ſee the gallery as full as the convenience of the memben fl } 

r 
P 
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would permit; but the admiffion on ſuch a day as this, which 
gave the miniſter an advantage over his opponents, by giving 
any ſentiments as his own, and imputing any ſentiments he 
pleaſed to others, fully convinced him that his Lordſhip's in- 
fluence extended to every matter relative to the conduct and 
and ordering of that Houſe, be the occaſion ever ſo trivial or 
important. If ſtrangers are to be ſhut out one day, none can 
be at a loſs to know whence the mandate originated ; if the 
gallery is to be open on another day, it was equally evidentto 
whom the public were indebted for the indulgence. He knew 
he was diſorderly in alluding to ſuch a circumſtance, and he 
ſhould hardly have mentioned it, but for another, which was 
of no ſmall importance to him, as well as all the other gentle- 
men on that fide of the Houſe. The matter he alluded te 
was the indirect charges made againſt them, as if they had 
villified the nation, queſtioned its ſpirit and ability, and drawn 
compariſons between it and America much to its diſgrace, 
than which nothing could be more falſe or ill founded, The 
arguments he alluded to were, he inſiſted, miſ-ſtated and miſ- 
repreſented. It was not the courage nor the ſpirit of the na- 
tion that was queſtioned ; it was that the war was unpopular, 
that the people did not — of it, that they were cool 
languid, and irreſolute. He ſaid it was happy for the nobls 
Lord that the people were ſo, for if it was a foreign war th# 
had been ſo unſucceſsful, that had been ſo replete with mit 
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ent and miſconduct, it would probably by this time 
have coſt the miniſter his head. He adverted to the very 
great and heavy expence, and ſpoke of the preſent taxes pro- 

ed, as only a foretaſte of what the people were to expect. 

ſaid the war was diabolical, but he would not take ad- 
vantage of an open gallery to declare his ſentiments, but 
he was certain it was an unjuſt and impolitic war. The 
noble Lord, and his colleagues in office in that Houſe, had 
frequently aſſerted that America would be ſubdued in one 
campaign ; but he called upon any one gentleman, either in 
the army or navy, to riſe and pledge himſelf, as a profeſſional 
man, for the truth of it. He was very certain not one of 
them would or could. If fo, then it would follow that our 
additional taxes were but juſt commencing ; and if we were to 
borrow two millions this year, five times the ſum would 
hardly be ſufficient to defray the expences of the next year, 
He obſerved that the language of the noble Lord had been 
greatly changed of late. The general tenor of it, for the 
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purpoſe of inducing the nation to go to war, was, that our 


burthens were intolerable; that our debt was enormous, our 
reſources exhauſted ; that we paid ſeventeen ſhillings and ſix- 
pence in the pound, while America did not and would not 
contribute a pepper- corn towards the ſupport of thoſe bur- 
thens which the had been inſtrumental in incurring. Now 
the note is ſuddenly changed : Britain is the moſt rieh, flou- 
nihing, and opulent country on the face of the earth. Her 
taxes are great, but her reſources are immenſe, and her 
ſtrength irreſiſtible. He objected to the tax on hackney- 
coaches and news papers, on the ground of being ſtated by the 
noble Lord as articles of luxury. Stage-coaches, he ſaid, 
were very uſeful modes of conveyance, They were calcu- 
lated for the conveniency of the middling and lower orders 
of people. They were expeditious, and were of national 
it, that of opening a communication between one part 

of the kingdom and another, which, in a trading, manufac- 
turing nation, was of no ſmall conſequence, As to news- 
papers, he thought the tax had better be laid on the political 
pamphlets, or rather the political traih, countenanced by go- 
vernment, But if news- papers are an object of luxury, it 
was a luxury which it would be cruel to deprive thoſe of who 
thought it ſo. But even on the noble Lord's own ſtate, he 
could not think it ſo great as he repreſented it. He remark- 
ed on the noble Lord's reaſonings relative' to the ſhip-news 
received from Jamaica, He ſaid he had made it his bulinets 
| co 
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Sir Flneber Sir Fletcher Norton ſaid he could — ſit ſilent and hear it 


Mr. Rigty. 
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to enquire of the captain, and had found it to correſpond 
with what had appeared in the public prints.---His Lordſhip 
has ſaid if there had been any foundation for the report, the 
governor would have ſent an account of it. But does it follow, 
that the report muſt be falſe, becauſe the miniſtry have re- 
ceived no intelligence of it? The ſhip which brought the 
news from Jamaica came by the north paſſage, which was the 
ſafeſt, and frequently the moſt expeditious ; another veſſel, 
with the diſpatches, might be on her voyage ; and martial law 
might be proclaimed or it might not; ſtill the fact was not 
invalidated, of the governor of Jamaica being alarmed by 
the great force the French had in the Weſt-Indies. 

r. Fox began with remarking on an obſervation made by 
his honourable friend, relative to the opening the galle on 
one day, and ſhutting it every other day during the chen, 
in which public buſineſs was tranſacted. He preſumed, the 
cauſe was, that the noble Lord over the way could learn to 
be conſiſtent one day, though not a ſecond day in the year, 
It gave him an opportunity, befides, to miſrepreſent what 
had been ſaid at the other fide of the Houſe, by charging 
them with aſſertions that never entered their thoughts, re- 
flecting on the ſpirit of the nation, and the bravery and na- 
tive courage of its inhabitants, 


thrown out as if he had been the means of ſhutting the doors 
at ſometimes, and opening them at others. He diſclaimed 
the imputation. He ſaid, whatever had been done, was in 
purſuance of the order of the Houſe; that there was a ſtand- 
ing order, that no ſtrangers ſhould be admitted into the galle- 
ry, and that frequent applications had been made to him by 
ſeveral gentlemen to have it ſtrictly enforced, If the order 
was thought to be an improper one, a motion ought to be 
made to take it into conſideration ; and if the Houſe thought 
proper, they might reſcind it. Till that was done, or until 
the Houle unanimouſly agreed to relax it, for it would be in 
the power of any one member to move to have the gallery 
cleared as long as the order ſtood, it was impoffible he could 
act otherwiſe, - 

Mr. Rigby inſiſted, that no perſon of any deſcription had 
any right to enter into.either Houſe of Parliament but the 
members. He ſaid, that the Speaker had no power to diſ- 
penſe with the ſtanding order no more than any one elſe; not 
did he ſee what buſineſs ſtrangers had at any time in the 
gallery. He was extremely violent againſt America, and 
contended, that Great- Britain ought never to make any he 
2 C 
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tific promiſe, or agree to any previous conditions, till the 
— America | widen: fn arms; and if they ſhould 
obſtinately perſiſt, Britain ought to perſevere till America 
was ſubdued. He contended that America aimed at inde- 
pendence. It was plain, from the pamphlet called Common 
Senſe, written by a member of the congreſs. | 

Colonel Barre deſired to know if Lord Howe was to go out 
to America, and whether, if he ſhould, it was intended to 
arm his Lordſhip with powers ſufficient to treat with the co- 
lonies 3 becauſe he underſtood from his Lordſhip, that he 
would not go, unleſs he had powers to treat on terms of con- 
ciliation. No anſwer, 

Lord North ſaid he did not mean to aſſure the Houſe, that 
the report of advices from Jamaica was not true; but that he 
did not believe thoſe advices, 

Report from the Committee of Ways and Means, 

Reſolved, That, towards raifing the ſupply granted tohis Ma- 
jeſty, the ſum of 2, ooo, oool. ſhall be raiſed in manner follow- 
ing; that is to ſay, the ſum of 1,00,4000]; by annuities, after 
the rate of gl. percent, with an additional capital thereto, in man- 
nerherein-after mentioned; and theſum of 600, oool. by a lot- 
wry, attended with like 31. per cent, annuities. 

hat _ contributor towards raiſing the ſaid ſum of 
2,000,0001. {hall in reſpe& of every one hundred pounds by 
him ſubſcribed, upon payment of ol. to the chief caſhier or 
caſhiers of the governor and company of the bank of England, 
at the times herein after mentioned, have and be entitled to 
the principal ſum of 771. 10s. in annuities, after the rate of 
gl, per centum per annum, to commence from the 5th day of 
April 1776 the firſt payment thereon to be made for one 
rter, from the ſaid 5th day of April 1776, to the th of 
uly following ; and ſuch contributors, upon payment of the 
further ſum of 3ol. on each 1001. ſo ſubſcribed, ſhall have 
and receive from the ſaid chief caſhier or caſhiers three tick- 
ets (as ſoon as the ſame can conveniently be made out) in a 
lottery to conſiſt of 60,000 tickets, of the value of 10l. each, 
amounting to the ſum of 600, oool. the whole of which ſum 
ſhall be diſtributed into prizes for the benefit of the ſaid con- 
tributors, and ſhall be attended with like 31. per cent. annui- 
ties, to commence from the 5th day of January 1777. 

That the ſum of 1,400;000l. to be contributed for gl. per 
tent. annuities as aforeſaid, together with the additional capi- 
tal of 71. 108. for every 7ol. to be paid in to the ſaid chief 
caſhier or caſhiers, making in the whole 1, 5 50, oool. and the 
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ſum of 600,000. the amount of the prizes in the lottery, 
ſhall,” from the time of their reſpective commencements, a 
added to, and made one joint ſtock with, the gl. per cent. an- 
nuities conſolidated per acts 25, 28, 29, 32 and 33 Geo. II. and 
by ſeveral ſubſequent acts, and charged upon the finking fund, 
and ſhall be payable (except as to the annuity after the rate 
of gl. per cent. per annum to be paid for one quarter to the 5th 
of July: 1776, in reſpect of the ſum of 771. 10s. to be allow- 
ed each contributor of ol. as aforeſaid) and transferrable at 

the bank of England, and ſubject to redemption, in the ſame 
manner as the ſaid gl. per cent. conſolidated annuities are pay- | 
able and transferrable there, and redeemable by Parliament. 
That —_ contributor towards raifing the ſaid ſum of 
2,000,000l. ſhall, on or before the zoth day of this inſtant 
April, make a depoſit with the ſaid chief caſhier or caſhiers of 
the governor and compaay of the bank of England of 1 fl. per 
centum, on the whole ſum by him ſubſcribed, as a ſecurity for 
making the reſpective future payments to the ſaid caſhiers of 
the bank of England, on or before the times herein after li- 
mited, that 1s to ſay, 1555 
On 1, 400, oool. for annuities. 
15l. per cent. on or before the goth of May next. 
20l. per cent. on or before the 28th of ſune next. 
fl. per cent. on or before the 31ſt of July next. 
I 51. per cent. on or before the 1oth of September next. 
20l. per cent. on or before the 24th of October next. 
| 22009 g On 600,000, lottery. 
25l. per cent. on or before the 14th of June next. 
30l. per cent. on or before the 1oth of Auguſt next. 
ol. per cent. on or before the 3d of October next. 
ad that all the monies ſo to be received by the ſaid chief caſhier 
or caſhiers of the bank of England {half be paid into the re- 
ceipt of his Majeſty's — to be applied, from time to 
time, to ſuch ſervices as ſhall then have been voted by this 
Houſe in this ſeſſion of Parliament. 

That every contributor, who ſhall pay in the whole of his 
contribution money towards the faid fum of 1,400,000. to 
be contributed for the annuities, at any time after the th day 
of July next, and before the th day of September following; 
or on account of his ſhare in the ſaid lottery for 600,000]. on 
or before the 8th day of Auguſt next, ſhall be allowed an in- 
tereſt, by way of dicount, after the rate of gl. per centum per 
annum, on the ſum ſo compleating his contribution reſpective- 
ly, to be computed from the day of compleating the fame, 2 
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the 24th day of October next, in regard to the ſum paid on 
account of the aforementioned ſum to be paid for annuities; 
and to the third day of October next, in reſpe& of the ſum 
paid on account of the ſaid lottex. 8 

That, towards making good the ſupply granted to his Ma- 
jeſty, there be iſſued and applied the ſum of nine hundred and 
cighty thouſand four hundred forty-one pounds, one ſhilling, 
and one penny halfpenny, remaining in the receipt of the 
exchequer on the 5th day of April 1776, for the diſpoſition of 
Parliament, of the monies which had then ariſen, of the ſur- 
pluſſes, exceſſes, and overplus monies, and other revenues, 
compoſing the fund commonly called the finking fund. 

That, towards raifing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, 
there be iſſued and applied, the ſum of one million eight 
hundred and thirty-ſeven thouſand: four hundred and twen- 
ty-eight pounds, three ſhillings, and ten pence, out of 
ſpch monies as ſhall or — ariſe of the ſurpluſſes, exceſ- 
ſes, or overplus monies, and other revenues, compoſing the 
fund commonly called the ſinking fund. | 

That, towards making good the ſupply granted to his Ma- 
jeſty, there be iſſued and applied the ſum of eleven thouſand 
four hundred forty-four pounds, four ſhillings, and three 
pence farthing, remaining 1n the receipt of the exchequer on 
the 5th day of April 1776, for the diſpoſition of Parliament, 
of the monies ariſen by the duties on rice exported, the du- 
ties on ſugars and cambricks granted by an act of the fixth 
year of his preſent Majeſty's reign, the duty on apples im- 
ported, the monies paid by the counties which have not raiſ- 
ed the militia, and alſo of impreſt monies repaid there, 

That an additional rate, or duty, of twenty ſhillings per 
annum, be raiſed, levied, collected, and paid, for and upon 
every coach, berlin, landau, chariot, calaſh with four wheels, 
chaiſe marine, chaiſe with four wheels, and caravan, or by 
what name ſoever ſuch carriages now are, or hereafter may 


be, called or known, that ſhall be kept by or for any perfon, 


for his or her own uſe, or to be let out to hire (other 


than and except ſuch coaches and other carriages as now are, 
or hereafter may be, licenſed by the commiſſioners for the 
duties ariſing by hackney coaches ;. which ſaid additional du- 
ty of twenty ſhillings ſhall, fram time ta time, be paid down 
in like manner, and at the ſame time, and be raiſed, collect- 
ed, and paid, by the ſame means and methods, and under 
the like rules and penalties, as the annual duty of fous 
pounds, given and granted by an act paſſed in the twentieth 


RY XX2 year 
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of the reign of his late Majeſty — = Second, 
directed to be raiſed, levied, collected, and paid. 

That there ſhall be raiſed, levied, - collected, and paid, 
unto and for the uſe of his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, 
for and upon every coach, berlin, landau, chariot, calaſh 
with four wheels, chaiſe marine, chaiſe with. four wheels, 
caravan, or by what name ſoever ſuch — 1 now are, or 
hereafter may be, called — — that vn bo be * by or 
far and employed in carrying ers for hire 

cs | — Fos different 2 within n kingdom, as public 
ſtage coaches (other than and except ſuch coaches and other 
par. as ul be licenſed by the commiſſioners for the du- 
ariſing by hackney coaches) the yearly ſum of five pounds 

— every — coach, berlin, landau, chariot, calaſh with four! 
wheels, chaiſe marine, chaiſe with four wheels, and caravan, or 
by what name ſoever ſuch carriages now are, or hereafter ma 0 


be, called or known, fo to be kept and employed as aforeſai 
the ſaid duties to be 


me by the perſon or perſons who keep 


the ſame. 
That, towards raiſing the ſupply gran granted to his Majeſty, 
an additional — —4 of one ſhilling be charged for every 


kin or piece of vellum or parchmen:, or ſheet or piece of pa- 
per, ** which ſhall be engroſſed, written, or printed, 

any indenture, leaſo, bond or other deed (for which a ſtamp 
duty of one ſhilling is payable by virtue of an act made in 
the 3oth year of his late Majefty ) oyer and above the ſeveral 
duties now payable thereon. 

That, towards raifing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an 
additional ſtamp duty of ane halfpenny be charged upon eve- 
news- paper printed in Great Britain, to be diſperſed and 
made public, over and above the dutics naw payable thereon, 

That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, an 
additional ftamp duty of fix pence be charged upon every pack 
of playing cards —. fit for ſale or uſe in Great Britain, to 
be paid — the maker thereof, over and r the duties now 


t, towards raiſing the k ated to his Majeſty 

an. additional ſtamp ay of FE — and ſix pence be 

res ca horn every pair of dice made fit for ſale or uſe in 

Great Britain, to be paid by the maker thereof, over and 
Above the duties nom payable thereon, 

That ſuch of the monies as ſhall be paid into the receipt of 

dhe exchequer, mop the U day of April 1776, and — 


Po 1 1 — * 
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beſore the 5th day of April 177), of the produce of the duties 

charged by two acts made in the fifth and fourteenth years 

of his pretent Majeſty's reign, upon the importation and ex- 

portation of gum — and gum Arabic, be applied towards 
7 


4 making good the ſupply granted to his Majeſty. 

„ Or dered, 

Tr That bills be brought in upon the ſaid reſolutions. 

To | April 25, | | 
re The reſolutions from the committee of ſupply being read, 


ic Mr. Hartley obſerved, that the accounts were at once Mr.Marthy, 
er the moſt ſlovenly and deluſive he ever ſaw laid before that "I 
a- Houſe. That, unwilling to take up the time of the Houſe 
ds to no purpoſe, he ſhould juſt make an obſervation or two re- 
ur! Wl Jative to the immediate probable effects of the preſent war; 
or that is, that the end of this year would nearly leave us in 
2 the ſame ſituation we were at the concluſion of the late peace; 
J, and that another campaign, computed at the ſame expence as 
ep chat of 1776, would leave us fourteen millions in debt, 
which was five more than were cleared off at the end of thir- 
ty, ren years peace. 
ery Mr. Hyner obſerved, that the coach act had a clauſe in it yr, ur. 
pa- which enabled the collectors to compound with ſuch as had 
| more than five carriages for 20l. per annum; he therefore 
hoped the compotition would be raiſed in proportion, that 
the compounders might not eſcape the effect of the propoſed . 
tax; for it might be preſumed that thoſe who kept the great- 
elt number of carriages, would be beſt able to pay the tax. 
Lord North ſaid, it would be time enough to ſpeak of that , , North] 
when the bill impoſing the tax ſhould come before the Houſe. 
When that time ſhould arrive, he propoſed to move that the 
compoſition 1n future ſhould be 251. per ann, | 
Mr. Vyner ſtated a complaint againſt the Lord Great 
Chamberlain, for ſhutting up the avenues to the Houſe du- 
ung the trial of the Ducheſs of Kingſton, in Weſtminſter- 
Hall. That he and many other gentlemen wanted their votes 
and letters, and could not get them. He was certain the 
conduct of that officer was unprecedented ; he ſhould there- 
fore be glad to know by what new authority he ated. |, 
Sir Gilbert Elliot ſaid, he wiſhed the honourable gentle- si Sie: 
man would refrain making any motion for a few days, becauſe Ellize. 
t would be proper to gain full information on the ſubje& be- 
fore the Houle came to any reſolution, and be ſure firſt what 
Was the ancient and eſtabliſhed uſage in ſuch caſes, M» 
r. 


{ 


Mr, V;ner. 
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Mr. Ver. Mr. V'yner ſaid, he readily acquieſced in the juſtice of the 
| honourable gentleman's reaſoning ; he ſhould therefore wave 
his motion for the preſent, but he ſhould take care, however, 
in the courſe of a few days, to move for a committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to enquire into the antient mode of 
proceeding, and if it had been varied, or the privileges of 
the Houſe infringed, he would certainly follow it with ſuch 
other motion as he ſhould think the particular circumſtances 

of the caſe required. | 
Sit James Sir James Lotother then made the following motion, pur. 
Lewther: ſuant to the notice given by him previous to the Eaſter receſs, 
“That it is the opinion of this Houle, that the introducing 
of foreign troops into any part of the domions of the crown 
of Great-Britain, without the previons conſent or approba- 
tion of the Parliament of Great-Britain, 1s contrary to the 
rinciples of the conſtitution, and not warranted by law,” 
He gave an hiſtorical detail of the introduction of foreign- 
ers into this kingdom fince the carlieft periods of the monar- 
chy, and ſhewed that it had always hcen looked upon to be 
Illegal and unconſtitutional to introduce foreign troops into 
the kingdom without the conſent of Parliament. He ſaid, 
all our liberties would be no more than a ſhadow, if ſuch things 
were permitted or maintained on the ground of prerogative, 
for inſtead of a limited, the very nature and effect of ſuch a 
pretended claim in the crown, would render this govern- 
ment an abſolute monarchy. Among the points he moſt 
urged, was the conduct of King William's Parliament to- 
. wards his Dutch guards, and the ſenſe the nation had of 
| the law at the time of its being paſſed; and that conſtruc- 
tion which the framers of the bill of rights law immediately 
gave it, was to him the fulleſt proof that the obvious conſtruc- 
tion of the law as it now appeared, was like iſe the inten- 
tion of thoſe who paſſed it, which was, that no foreigners 
could be conſtitutionally introduced into this country with- 

out the conſent of Parliament. 

| : Governor Fohnſtone ſeconded the motion, and was extremely 
— act pointed — — on Lord North. He inſiſted his Lordſhip 
had inſulted the nation, and that Houſe in the - manner of 
conducting the indemnity bill. "The preamble was no better 
than a mere farce, and it was all along conducted in that 
light in the Houſe; fo the fate it met with in the other ſhewed 
how little the miniſter, when his turn was ſeryed, regarded 

the wiſhes of either his friends or his enemies, M 
1 


- 
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. Mr. Coſmo Gordon ſaid, it was an improper time to take Mr, % 
* . , Cerdon. | 
- any ſtep which might have the appearance of paſſing a cen- a 
d fure on his Majeſty's miniſters ; and though he did not en- 
, tirely approve of the meaſure, the motion was intended to 
- condemn, yet he believed the miniſters always acted accord- 
f ing to the King's inclinations. He ſaid, he would not move 
f the previous queſtion, becauſe he had done it upon the ho- 
h nourable Au former ſimilar motion (/e page 121) 
8 but he hoped ſomebody elſe would. | 
The right honourable T. Townſhend ſpoke of the dan- Rt. Hom, 
= ger of bringing foreigners into the Britiſh dominions, with- gg 
85 out the conſent of Parliament. It was a new experiment, 


ig und ſhould have been adopted with great caution, It is 
mm WM true, foreigners were taken into the Britiſh pay in every 


a- war ſince the Revolution; but it made a very great diffe- 
he rence, in hiring them to fight our battles on the continent, 
'.” or to defend their own dominions, and introducing them into 


n- W the Britiſh empire; perhaps not long before it would be for 
r- the purpoſe of defending this very capital. The mode, he 
be aid, of recruiting the Britiſh troops with foreigners was 
"to befides extremely exceptionable. They were inlifted in the 
ud, Hans towns, which were known to be the aſylum of all the 
ngs WW rogues and vagabonds of the reſt of Germany; men who 
Ve, WW had fled their reſpective countries for their crimes, When 
ha Which men therefore came to ſerve in America, to ſuppoſe 
that they would fight cordially for this country, and for its 
right, was folly and abſurdity in the extreme: They would 
certainly enliſt with the beſt pay-maſter, or join with that 
party which held out the beſt proſpects of improving their 
preſent fituation or future fortunes. He ſaid, what made 
him the more ſolicitous about the ſuccets of the preſent mo- 
ton was, that he underſtood the meature of introducing 
foreign troops had not becn tupported upon the ground of 
neceflity, or the exigencies of atfairs, but had been expreſſly 
maintained by ſeveral eminent lawyers as a poſitive uncondi 
bonal prerogative inherent in the crown. ; 
Lord Aulgrave, in anſwer to Sir James Lowther, ſaid the Lord Mot- 
dts alluded to by that gentleman did not mean the domini- e. 
ms of the crown at large, but were ſnecifically confined to 
is country, He therefore did not conceive that any law 
r uſage whatever, reached the preſent caſe, or could prevent 
he King from bringing foreigners into any part of the do- 
ainions of the crown he pleated, Great-Britain excepted. 


Mr, 1 
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The Lord Advocate of Scotland wiſhed to let matters ref 


V upon their former footing. The uſage had always been, 


that the crown had a right to exerciſe the diſcretionary power 
now objected to; but as the motion ſtated was not one that 
ought to have a direct negative put upon it, he ſhould move 
the previous queſtion, He ſaid, on which fide the law lay 
he would not pretend to determine ; but, for his part he 
ſhould think a miniſter very inexcuſable and blame-worthy, 
who did not, when the exigencies of the ſtate, and the moſt 
important intereſts of his country were at ſtake, venture 
even to tranſgreſs the exact limits and bounds of the law; 
and in ſuch a caſe he was ſure Parliament would chearfully 
indemnify him. And if Gibraltar and Minorca, for want of 
a ſufficient defence, had fallen into the hands of the French 
and Spaniards, he would be one of the firſt that would give 
his vote for hanging that miniſter who neglected to procure 
foreigners for their ſecurity were it in his power, 

» Dunning confined himſelf chiefly to the defini- 
tion of the law, and ſhewed, that if interpreted in the man- 
ner contended for on the other ſide, 100,005 Ruſſians or 
Germans might be introduced into Scotland, becauſe Scot- 
land at the time of paſſing the bill of rights formed no part 
of this kingdom. 

Mr. Serjeant Glynn faid, that the motion now made became 
more neceſſary by throwing out the indemnity bill; it was a 
proper motion to prevent the meaſure of introducing foreigners 
without the conſent of Parliament, having the weight 
and authority of a precedent. 

Mr. Attorney General ſaid, that miniſters always do 
things at their own peril when they over-ſtep the law. 
It was therefore idle to be talking or inſiſting on the legality 
or illegality of the meaſure ; if they ſhould act in a man- 
ner not warranted by the conſtitution, Parliament were the 
beſt judges, and would proceed to acquittal or condemnation, 
according to the nature of the caſe. 

Mr. Far ſaid, that it was illegal for one part of the legiſ- 
lature to ſanctify the introduction of foreigners. Parlia- 
ment were the proper judges of the meaſure. 

Honourable T. Luttrell ſhewed, that the ſending home the 
utch guards, was in conſequence of the conduct of James, 
any real jealouſy the nation entertained of King Wil 


The previous queſtion was put, that the queſtion be no# 
gat. The Houſe divided, ayes 88; noes 149; * 
4 


: 
o 
4 . 


WH 


* 
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7 The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee, to conſider of 

- a more effectual method of ſecuring the freedom of elections 


of members to ſerve in Parliament; but came to no reſo- 
* lution. 


Adjourned to April 29. | 
Jo April 29. 


8 Report of committee of ways and means. No debate. In 
5 committee on Shafteſbury incapacitating bill; to ſit again. 

5 April 30. a 
* Mr. Yyner complained of a breach of privilege committed Mr. aer. 


| by the Lord Great Chamberlain, who, during the trial of the 
ich Ducheſs of Kingſton, had ſhut upall the avenues to the Houſe, 
Sir G. Elliot ſaid, the noble Duke, [Duke of Ancaſter] had SirG.Elher. 
| aſſured him it proceeded from miſtake, * 

Mr. Seymour mentioned, that a member of the Houſe Mr. Saur 
[Lord Barrington] had been called upon to give evidence at 
the trial without leave of the Houle. 

Mr. Townſhend ſaid, leave of the Houſe ought to have Mr. Towns 
been firſt aſked, — 
Mr. Alderman Willes. The veneration with which I am Mr. Alder- 
deeply impreſſed for the conſtitution of my country, the love man Filkets 
and affection of a native to the noble privileges, the laws 
and liberties of England, as well as duty and gratitude to 
the much injured freeholders of Middleſex, are the powerful 
motives of my again troubling the Houſe with a queſtion ſo 
frequently agitated within theſe walls, and ſo fully diſcuſſed 
even the laſt ſeſſion, although not hitherto followed with the 
ſucceſs I hope on the preſent occaſion. 

The profligacy, venality, and daring attempts againſt li- 
berty of the laſt Houſe of Commons, have made their me- 
mory odious to the people. The annals of our country are 
diſgraced with their various violations of the rights of the 
ſubject. I ſhall now confine myſelf to a fingle caſe, but it 
was of the blackeſt nature and deepeſt dye, branched out into 
many enormities, and ſtill demands ample attonement. I 
allude to the various reſolutions reſpecting the elections for 
the county of Middleſex, and the ſeating Mr. Luttrell in the 
Houſe, although he had confeſſedly only a minority of the 
ſuffrages of the freeholders, in whom the conſtitution has 
placed the right of election. While theſe reſolutions, Sir, 
remain among our records, I conſider a precedent eſtabliſhed 
under the ſanction of this Houſe of Parliament to rob not 
— a whole county, but the entire collective body of 
electors of this kingdom of their birthright, and moſt valua- 
Vor. III. Yyy ble 


: , 
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ble inheritance. It is a precedent, which may be brought 
home to every borough, city, and county, to every free- 
holder, every elector in the iſland. 

The facts were fully ſtated to the Houſe in the debate on 
this ſubject the laſt year, and I am perſuaded they live in the 
memory of every gentleman. I ſhall defire the Clerk to 
read only one reſolution. It is that of February 17, 1769, 
„That John Wilkes, eſq. having been, in this ſeſſion of 
Parliament, expelled this Houle, was, and is, incapable of be- 
ing elected a member to ſerve in this preſent Parliament.“ 
This declaration, in my opinion, transfers from the people to 
this Houſe the right of election, and by an unbounded, un- 
controuled exerciſe of the negative power, the Houle in ef- 
fect aſſume the poſitive right of making whom they pleaſe 
the repreſentatives of the people in Parliament. I am very 
ready to admit that there are various natural and legal inca- 
pacities, and when the party is ſubject to any one of them, 
he is not eligible. Aliens, minors, biſhops, are incapable of 
being elected into a Houſe of Commons. Beſides theſe, 
there are other incapacities arifing from the peculiar eircum- 
ſtances of the caſe, and ſome created by particular ſtatutes, 
Where however there is no natural or legal diſability, the 
capacity of being elected is the inherent right of every free- 
man of the realm, and he cannot be diveſted of it without an 
equal injury to the party, and to the conſtituent, in whom 
the power is conſtitutionally lodged of determining whom he 
thinks the moſt fit and proper perſon to act for him in the 
great council of the nation, The declaration of the Houſe 
therefore that any man, duly qualified by law, ſhalt not be 
allowed to fit in 2 as a repreſentative of the Com- 
mons of the realm, was aſſuming to themſelves the making 
a new law, to which only the three eſtates are adequate. It 
was disfranchiſing a whole county, and conſequently in 
effect the united kingdom. 

The public attention has been ſo long fixed on this impor- 
tant buſtnieſs, that it would be the weakeſt and vaineſt pre- 
ſumption in me to attempt any new arguments in ſupport of 
a right acknowledged by every man, who is not intereſted in 
the ſubverſion of all our rights, liberties, and franchiſes, | 
ſhall not enter on a dull repetition of the debates, which for 
the laſt ſeven vears have comie on every ſeſſion, nor repeat 2 
multitade of caſes and precedents 5 but while I have a feat 
in this Houſe, I pledge mytelf to my country, that I will be 
firm and unwearied in my endeavours, till every ſyllable on 


our journals, which marks the injuſtice done to the freehol- 
a ders 
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ders of Middleſex, and to every elector in the iſland, be fully 


eraſed or obliterated, 

Since the debate, however, on this queſtion in the laſt ſeſ- 
fion, almoſt within a fortnight after, a caſe reſpecting the 
election at Abingdon was determined here in a manner dia- 
metrically oppoſite to one part of this pretended law of Par- 
liament, tolemaly laid down by all the advocates of the mi- 
niſtry in the affair of Mr. Luttrell. They argued, that all 
the votes given to Mr. Wilkes were thrown away, becauſe 
they were given, as they aſſerted, to a perſon lahouring un- 
der a legal incapacity, and conſequently Mr. Luttrell, with 
only 296 trecholders, was entitled to his ſeat in preference to 
the other candidate with 1143. The majority of the elec- 
tors of Middleſex, Sir, fully anſwered this argument in that 
remarkable petition preſented to the Houſe by the worthy 
baronet near me, on the 29th of April, 1769, in which they 
aſſerted, “that Mr, Luttrell had not the majority of legal 
votes; nor did they, when they voted for Mr. Wilkes, mean 
thereby to throw away their votes, or to wave their right of 
repreſentation, nor would they, by any means, have choſen 
to be repreſented by Mr. Luttrell.“ Notwithſtanding this 
r the Houſe, on the 8th of May following, declared 

r. Luttrell duly elected. Now let us examine the ſtill 
more recent caſe of the Abingdon election, the determina- 
tion of the ſele& committee, with all the proceedings of the 
preſent Parliament. I will ſtate them brietly, and ſhall af- 
terwards defire the clerk to read from the journals the more 
important paſſages. Mr. Bayley's petition was preſented to 
this Houſe on the 6th of December, 1774. It was confined 
to one ſingle objection, the legal diſability of the other can- 


didate, no accuſation of bribery or corruption, riots, unfair 


practices, or illegal votes, being exhibited. It ſtated, that 
at the place of election, and before the taking of the poll, 
the mayor of the ſaid borough and the other electors were 
publicly told, that as the other candidate, Mr. John Mayor, 
was then high ſheriff of that county, he was incapable of 
being choſen a member to repreſent the ſaid borough in this 
preſent Parliament, and that all votes given for the faid high 
ſheriff would be thrown away; notwithſtanding which, the 
mayor of the ſaid borough did himſelf vote, and alſo received 
the votes of divers other perſons for the ſaid high ſheriff ; 
and that the ſaid high ſheriff hath returned himſelf as duly 
elected for the ſaid borough, in manifeſt prejudice of the pe- 
titioner, who, being the only candidate capable of being 
elected, ought to have been returned.“ The facts, as ſtated 
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in the petition, were admitted, as well as the numbers at the 
cloſe of the poll, for Mr. Mayor 146, for Mr. — only 
116. The great queſtion was, whether, if Mr. Mayor was 

ot eligible, the votes for him were thrown away, and Mr, 
— who had not the majority of electors, ſhould be de- 
elared duly elected? The ſelect committee, on the 6th of 
March, 1775, reported, that neither Mr. Mayor, nor Mr. 
Bayley, was duly elected, and that the election was void. 
e Houſe immediately directed a new writ to iſſue for 
Abingdon. The miniſterial advocates, who inſiſt on Mr, 
Wilkes's legal incapacity, can ſcarcely find a caſe more ex- 
actly parallel. It is equalled only by the well known prece- 
dent of Mr. Walpole, and Mr. Taylor, in 1711. Yet the 
burgeſſes of Lynn were not inſulted, by having a gentleman 
declared their repreſentative, whom they never elected. The 
Abingdon caſe was of the moſt public notoriety. The re- 
turning officer, and all the electors of Abingdon, were pub- 
licly informed of Mr. Mayor's legal incapacity, Mr. Bay- 
ley polled near half the voters of that borough. His oppo- 
fition however being not to a friend of liberty and the peo- 
ple, but the attack made on a ſubaltern in the miniſterial 
forces, he had little chance of being an adopted child of the 
Houſe, or of a committee ſelected from the preſent majority. 
The arbitrary reſolution on our journals, and the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Luttrell, I confider as an abſolute ſurrender of 
the conſtitution to the miniſter. The laws of the land are 
of no avail, when this Houſe alone can make a new law, 
adapted to the caprice, violence, or injuſtice of eyery emer- 
gency, and when repreſentation in Parliament no longer 
depends upon the choice of the electors. The people of 
England may in vain aſſemble with the fond hope of effectu- 
ally exerciſing their nobleſt franchiſe, if the object of their 
choice 1s really what he ought to be, an independent friend 
of liberty, ſuperior to menace or corruption. The mini- 
ſer has found out a way to baffle them in all their proceed- 
ings. He may, on any pretence, however frivolous, procure 
an expulſion, and expulſion, we know, means incapacitation; 
ſo that during a long period of ſeven years, the favourite 
object of a county's choice may be kept out, and the no- 
minee of a miniſter be declared to repreſent a populous 
county. Can there be a more folemn mockery of the 
rights of a free people ? | „ | 
While ſuch arbitrary reſolutions as thoſe reſpecting the 
Middleſex elections remain on our journals, I think the mi- 
niſter holds high the rod of vengeance over the head of every 
member of this Houſe, He ſtands here with an uplifted arm, 
Woo or Ren . abi 
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ſublimi flagellb, to puniſh the refractory, and almoſt every 
action of the majority ſeems to betray their being either 
ſwayed by the daſtardly paſſion of fear, or corrupted by the 
mean principle of reward, We are governed by Solon's 
plan, præmio et pena, as Cicero has ſummed it up in two 
words. Is a member obnoxious or refractory? Accuſe him 
of a libel, or any other crime; then vote away your own pri- 
vileges to get at him; and before the cauſe can come to a 
trial by a jury of his countrymen on oath, examine two or 
three partial and well- inſtructed witneſſes under no ſuch ſanc- 
non, and you may proceed immediately to expulſion; you 
then vote him incapable of being re-elected, and you take 
the creature of the miniſter in his place, and declare him a 
repreſentative of the people. A Houſe of Commons may in 
this manner be ſo garbled, as not to contain a ſingle fair and 
honeſt repreſentative, elected according to the law of the land, 

The motion of expunging from our records the reſolutions 
of which I complain, I know is conſidered by ſome gentle- 
men as a violent meaſure. The caſe, I think, requires the 
moſt ſpirited mode of redreſs, and I wiſh for as full atone- 
ment to the people as poſſible. The laſt Parliament gave us 
an inſtance of expunging from our journals what never ought 
to have been moved in this Houſe, the thanks to a ſtupid tory 
parſon for a libel on the Revolution, and the preſent eſtabliſh, 
ment, 1n a ſermon preached on the anniverſary of the merited 
death of the tyrant, Charles I. If fo trifling a buſineſs as a 
fooliſh ſermon, neither heard or read by a ſcore perſons, 
called for ſo ſpirited a meaſure, can it be deemed improper or 
violent, when the rights of all the electors of the kingdom 
have been openly invaded, and the uſurpation juſtified by gen- 
tlemen in the higheſt offices under the crown? The circum- 
ſtance is truly alarming, and demands the utmoſt exertions of 
an honeſt zeal and generous ardour for the public. 

| own I am not fo nice and ſcrupulous about preſerving 
every line of the immenſity of the learned lumber of our 
journals, They are become the mere regiſters of the edicts 
of the miniſter, of turnpike roads, encloſures, and matters of 
private buſineſs. There are many whole pages diſgraceful to 
the nation among our trivial, fond records, My heart bleeds 
when I read all the unjuſt and inhuman reſolutions againſt 
our fellow ſubjects in America, the fleets and armies voted 
for the vain attempt of ſubduing the unconquerable ſpirit of 
liberty among the deſcendants of Engliſhmen ; and when I 
reflect on the ſubſequent proceedings, the barbarous and ſa- 
Yage manner in which you have carried on the war, by at- 
tempting to ſtarve thouſands of induſtrious fiſhermen, and la- 

Wi bouring 
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bouring poor, with their families, as well as the burning open 


and defenceleſs towns and villages, I wiſh, for the national 


humanity, and honour, which formerly food ſo high, theſe 
black pages of our journals, and every trace of the cruelties 
and horrors which followed, were obliterated from the re- 
cords of this Houſe, of this kingdom, of the human race. 

In juſtice to the uſurped and violated riguts of ii coun- 
ty, in a full ſenſe of duty to all my brother electors at large, 
and to prevent the moſt fatal and pernicious precedent being 
ever uſed by a wicked and ill-deſigning miniſtc: » the de- 
ſtruction of the ſacred right of eleftion, of nationai freedom 


and independency, I move, that the r. olutioa e 
Houſe of the 17th of February, 1769, that Johr W , 
Eſquire, having been in this ſeſſion ot P. rliawenrt 
this Houſe, was and is, incapable of ſitting ent 
Parliament,” be expunged from the jou ne laue, 
as being ſubverſive of the rights of che ot clec- 


tors of this kingdom. 

Mr. Serjeant Glynn ſeconded the motion. 

Mr. Baldwin and Mr. Moyſey ſpoke on the tame ſide. 

There was no reply. 

The Houſe divided; for the queſtion 92, againſt it 186, 

Order, for ſecond reading of the bill for preventing the 
plundering of ſhipwrecked veſſels. 

Mr. Rice ſincerely wiſhed that ſomething might be deviſed MI. 
to put a ſtop ro ſo barbarous a practice; but as the bill propoſed MI | 
to lay a penalty on the hundred where the wreck happened, by 
way of indemnification, he could not conſent to it, nor could | 
he conſent to it though the money were to be raiſed on the 0 
country at large ; but notwithſtanding he was againſt the þ 
proviſions of the bill, he was not averſe to the intention, r 
which was that of putting a ſtop to ſo great an evil. He 
ſhould therefore be for ſending the bill to a committee, that 
gentlemen might have time to conſider it. He preſumed that 
nothing would anſwer the purpoſe better than purſuing ſome 

lan which might be the means of procuring early and time) 
information, but he would for his part never conſent that th g 
loſs ſhould be made good either by the county or the hun 0 
dred. | 0 

Lord Mulgrave ſaid, for the honour and reputation of tit 
nation he would be almoſt for any bill which would prom a 
to prevent ſuch a ſcandalous practice; that when vice is be 
come * the only way to curb it is by puniſhment 
properly ſuited to the nature of the offence; that none wou 


anſwer ſo well as compelling people by motives of mere int 
| re 
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reſt to acts of humanity ; that every man who lived in the 
hundred where the ſhip was wrecked, if the loſs was to be 
made good by the hundred, would find an intereſt in protec- 
ting the wreck, for by ſo doing he would protect his own 
property; that this was the very reaſon why the hundie was 
compelled to make good robberies committed on the high- 
way, in order to make them more ready to afliſt in appre- 
hending the offenders, or more active in diſcovering them. 

Mr. Mackworth, As the whole Houſe ſeemed to be agreed Mr. Mack- 
in the principle of the bill, he did not ſee how any gentleman +» 
could conſiſtently object to its being ſent to a committee. 

Mr. Serjeant Adair obſerved, that pecuniary temptations Mr. Serj. 
ſhould be reſtrained by pecuniary puniſhments. 4 

Mr. Harris ſaid, it was directed againſt the innocent as Mr. Harri. 
well as the guilty, and it was a maxim in law, common ſenſe, 
and morals, that it was always better that two guilty perſons 
ſhould eſcape, than one innocent perſon ſuffer. What was 
the rule here laid down? A few of the moſt profligate 
perſons in a hundred were to profit by public rapine and plun- 
der, and all the reputable induſtrious inhabitants, perions 
who abhorred the act as much as thoſe really plundered, were 
to be made reſponſible for the loſs. E 

Mr. Whitworth ſaid, this country was the only civilized Mr. Vie 
country under heaven where ſuch outrages were permitted, . 
without affording redreſs to the injured party. 1 

Mr. Henniker ſaid, he had a ſhip wrecked on the northern Mr. Hen- 
coaſt of England, where gentlemen in the neighbourhood e. 
gave every aſſiſtance in their power, but to very little pur- 
poſe, He had another wrecked on the coaſt of the Mediter- 
ranean, where he had every thing returned that was ſaved, 
and when he offered a gratuity for the trouble, the aniwer he 


received was, No, you have already loſt enough 1n the 


7 


loſs of your thip, we will take nothing. 

Mr. Wallace. Whatever our private virtue might be, we Mr. Wallace. 
ſhould at leaſt aſſume the appearance of public virtue; for 
this was the only country in Europe, in which ſuch inhuman 
2 were ſuffered, without public puniſhment, or public 
redreſs, 

Sir George Savile painted, in ſtrong colours, the inhumanity Sir George 
of rendering the miſerable and wretched ſtill more ſo. As to S. 
the hardſhip of puniſhing the innocent, the argument had the 
appearance of plauſibility, and that was all; for no particu- 
har man had a right to complain, when they all were to feel 4 
the effects of the law indiſcriminately, and that for public 
good, and private indemnification. * 

8 


yo2 - PARLIAMENTARY A. 1776, 


Mr. Sew The Lord Mayor [ Mr. Satobridge] ſaid, it would be ex- 
At ceedingly cruel to make gentlemen pay for matters which it 
was not in their power to prevent. He obſerved, that the 
hon. gentleman who patronized the bill, had omitted Scot- 
land in the bill ; and the gentlemen of that country had reti- 
red, as not being intereſted ; but he aſſured ſuch as remained 
in the Houſe, that i the preſent bill ſhould paſs, he had not 
a doubt but it was intended to take them in by including 
that country in a more general law, to be brought in at a 
more convenient occaſion. 
Lad Add. Lord Advocate of Scotland ſaid, that every other country 
of Scotland. in Europe hadi provided a remedy for this terrible calamity 
but theſe kingdoms. 
Gov. Pe- Governor Pownall obſerved, that if the preſent bill was 
* brought forward under any ſuch idea, it was a total miſtake 
through ignorance of the remedies which the laws with very 
ſevere penalties had provided againſt this moſt cruel and ſa- 
vage of all crimes. If theſe were not underſtood or not ſuf- 
ficient, a bill to explain and amend them was the proper me- 
thod, in which he would readily give his aſſiſtance. 
But he objcted to the principle of this bill. It reaſons, 


which is its principle, that becauſe in many caſes the coun- 


ty or hundred, which do not prevent certain crimes, or bring 
to puniſhment the. proprietors of them, are made liable to 
make good the damages incurred; ſo it is proper and juſt that 
in this caſe of plundering ſhips wrecked they ſhould likewiſe 
be made liable. In the firſt caſe, they have juriſdiction to pre- 
vent and puniſh, therefore it is proper. In this caſe, they have 
neither power or juriſdiction, and therefore it would be both 
improper and unjuſt, The law hath put theſe matters un- 

er the juriſdiction of the courts of vice-admiralty, There 
are no diviſions of counties or hundreds below low-water 
mark. It would be impoſſible to lay the facts. The juriſ- 
diction would be impracticahle; and the attempt to execute 
this law, ſhould it paſs, would confound all juriſdiction. There 
is no analogy in the caſe, thouFh the principle of the bil 
proceeds on the ſuppoſed analogy. It is therefore a total 
miſapplication of a very juſt and wiſe principle, to caſes whert 
it does not and cannot apply. 


Mr. Vun. Mr. Yan called it a black bill, and inſiſted that it might be 


productive of the groſſeſt fraud and impoſition. 
Mr. Medlg, Mr. Medley ſpoke to many inſtances in fact to the ſam 


purpoſe. 


L Mr. Eri Mr. Burke ſaid, when he moved for leave to bring in the 


dill, che Houſe ſcemed to be almoſt unanimous; but now is 
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and South Carolina, and Georgia. 


now if 
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perceived that gentlemen had changed their minds, he muſt 
ſubmit; for he perceived the bell had rung the departing 
knell of his bill, He ſhewed from the French laws, what 
great advantages they had over ours, in reſpect of ſhips 
wrecked on their coaſts, He obſcived, that gentlemen af- 
feted great caution in the preſent caſe, though it was well 
known we had laws enacted on the moſt trivial oecaſions. 
We had ſome againſt pulling a ſtake out of a hedge ; others 
againſt touching paling ; others, ſtill more extraordinary, 
againſt diſturbing a thorn, All thoſe, according to the lan- 
guage held this day, were, it ſeems, of more conſequence in 
the eſtimation of ſome gentlemen, than the deſtroying, pil- 
laging, or purloining the cargo of a veſſel worth teveral thou- 
ſand pounds, 
The queſtion was put, and the Houſe divided on the ſecond 

reading, ayes 43, noes 55. | 

ay t. 

New tax bills brought in. No debate, 

May 2. 
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The Lord Mayor [ Mr. Sawbridge] moved, that a com- Mr. Se- 


mittee be appointed to enquire into the uſe which the com- . 
miſhoners of the admuralty have made of the power to grant 


licences to ſuch ſhips and veſſels as ſhall be actually retained 
or employed in his Majeſty's ſervice ; or to ſuch ſhips and 
reſſels as ſhall be laden with proviſions for the uſe of his Ma- 
jeſty's fleets, armies, or garriſons, or for the uſe of the in- 
babitants of any town or place garriſoned, or poſſeſſed by any 
of his Majeſty's troops, given them by an ad 

at to prohibit all trade and intercourſe with the colonies of 
New Hampſhire, Maſlachuſet's Bay, Rhode Iſland, Con- 
nefticut, New York, New Jerſey, Penſylvania, the three 


entitled, An 


ower counties on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North 
In ſupport of his motion, 
e enumerated ſeveral ſpecies of goods ſent under the autho- 
ity of thole licences, particularly woollen and linnen cloaths 
f all kinds and values, painters colours, leather, tin plates for 
inners work, ſweet oil, &c. none of which, he preſumed, 
ould be brought within the deſcription of food, according to 
e obvious conſtruction of the act, beſides Scotch ſnuff, and 
bundance of other things. 


ays had been the care of that Houſe, to prevent monopolies a. 
f every kind. He quoted an act paſſed in the reign of Ed- 
ard III. againſt the monopolies, and gave ſeveral inſtances 
Yor, III. _ of 


Governor Johnſtone ſeconded the motion. He ſaid, it al- Gov, voba- 
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of their ruinous and deſtructive effects, particularly in the 
reigns of Elizabeth, James, and Charles the Firſt, during 
which times they were granted to the tools and emiſſaries of 
the court, and were the conſtant engine of court favouritiſm, 
He faid, in Mr. Pelham's adminiſtration two perſons were 
proceeded againſt with the moſt commendable rigour, one 
of them being obliged to fly the kingdom, and the other, 
Leheup, was removed from his places, and the Attorney 
General received directions from the Houle to proſecute him 
on the ſtatute, 
ord Nerth. Lord North ſaid, that two veſſels only had failed before the 
licences were recalled ; for as ſoon as it was known at the ad- 
miralty that improper uſes had been made of them, all thoſe 
already granted were immediately ſuperſeded or altered. Ap- 
plications, it is true, were firſt made to the admiralty ; thoſe 
applications were referred to the treaſury-board, and in a 
few inſtances liberty was given to export more than provi- | 
fions, but it was apparently on the beſt grounds. 
Sir Grey Sir Grey Cooper faid, that no application had been made to. 
Cooper. him for leave to tranſport calves, or any other kind of live t 
ſtock, for that any permiſhon of that kind given, was purely | 
on the idea of the neceſſity of ſupplying the army in Boſton 
with freth proviſions, c 
Mr. Buller. Mr. Buller (of the admiralty) defended the conduct of that 1; 
board; faid, that the few articles licenſed for exportationf ir 
were not objects of commerce, but only ſuch as it was in 
ſible for the troops to do without. 
| Lord North. Lord North aſſured the Houſe, he had no objection to th th 
propoſed enquiry, but he thought, if that ſhould appear to i 
he the ſenſe of the Houſe, he was of opinion that the matte co 
mould be taken into confideration of a committee of 1M ut 
whole Houſe, rather than by a ſelect or open committee ou th 
of it. 
Agreed to be a committee of the whole Houſe on the d the 
of May. 
Lond North, by his Majeſty's command, laid the follon 
ing treaty before the Houte, 


Tranſlation of a Treaty between his Majeſiy and the Prince 
Waldeck, Signed at Arolſen, the 20th of April, 1776. 


BE it known to thoſe whom it may concern, that his M 
jeſty the king of Great-Britain having judged proper to 
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cept of a body of infantry of the troops of his Moſt Serene 
Highneſs the reigning Prince of Waldeck, to be employed in 
the ſervice of Great-Britain, the high contracting parties 
have 12 their orders on this ſubject to their reſpective 
miniſters, to wit, his Britannic Majeſty to Colonel William 
Faucitt, Captain in the Guards; and the Moſt Serene Prince 
of Waldeck to his Privy Councellor, and Preſident of the 
Regency Frederick Lewis Wiepert de Zerbſt; who, after 
the exchange of their reſpective full powers have agreed upon 
the following articles. 

Ax r. I. The ſaid Moſt Serene Prince yields to his 
Britannic Majeſty a corps of infantry of ſix hundred and 
ſeventy men, which ſhall be at the entire diſpoſition of the 


King of Great-Britain, to be employed in his ſervice on the 


ſame footing as the other German troops both in Europe and 
in North America, The regiment ſhall moreover be pro- 
vided with two pieces of field artillery, with two bombadiers, 
twelve gunners and other attendants, and the train thereto 
belonging. | | 

ArT. II. The Moſt Serene Prince engages to equip this 
corps compleatly, and that it ſhall be ready to Waden: at the 
lateſt, on the 6th of May next. The faid corps ſhall paſs 
in review at the place of embarkation, before his Britannic 
Majeſty's commiſſary. 

ART. III. The Moſt Serene Prince engages to furniſh 
the recruits annually neceſſary, Theſe recruits ſhall be de- 
Ivered to his Britannic Majeſty's commiſſary diſciplined and 
compleatly equipped; his Moſt Serene highneſs will do his 
utmoſt for the whole to arrive at the place of embarkation at 
the time which his Majeſty ſhall appoint. 

Ax r. IV. His Majeſty's ſervice and the preſervation of 
the troops requiring equally that the commanding officers and 
ſubalterns ſhould be perfecliy {killed in the ſervice, his Moſt 
derene Highneſs will take proper care in the choice of them. 

ArT. V. The Moſt Serene Prince engages to put this 
corps on the beſt footing poſlible ; and no men ſhall be ad- 
mitted therein but ſuch as are fit for field-ſervice, and acknow- 
edged as ſuch by his Britannic Majeſty's commiſlary. 

AxT, VI, This corps ſhall be furniſhed with tents and 
all neceſſary equipage. 

Art, Vii. The King grants to this corps the ordi- 
nary and extraordinary pay, as well as all the advantages 
in forage, proviſion, winter-quaiters and refreſhments, 
dc. enjoyed by the Royal troops; and the Moſt Se- 
ene Prince engages to permit this corps to enjoy all 

| 2222 the 
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the emoluments of pay which his Britannic Majeſty allows 
them. The fick and wounded of the ſaid corps ſhall be taken 
care of in the King's hoſpitals, and ſhall be treaicd in that 
reſpect, as the troops of his Britannic Majeſty ;5 ai! the 
wounded, not in a condition to ſerve, ſhall be tranſported into 
Europe, landed in ſome port on the Weier, and tent back to 
their own country at the King's expence. 

ArT, VIII, There fhall be paid to his Moſt Serene 
Highneſs as levy-money, for each foot ſoldier 25 well as 

nner, thirty crowns banco, the crown to be reckoned at 
— ſols of Holland, one half of this money ſhall be 

id in three weeks after the ſignature of the treaty, and the 
other half in two months after the ſignature, 

ArT. IX, According to cuſtom three wonnded men fholl 
be reckoned as one man killed, a man killed mee paid tor 
at the rate of the levy-monev, If it ſhou!.i happer. that ay 
company of this corps ſhould be wholly or ir part ;uinec or 
deſtroyed, or that the pieces of artillery or other ejlects 
with which-it might be furniſhed, ſhould be 1oft by accent 
his Majeſty the King of Great-Britain ſhall cavie he cn- 
pence of the neceſſary recruits to be paid, as allo he of WM ; 
the ſaid field-pieces and effects, to rc-cftablith this cor 54 1h 
its artillery immediately. 

ART. X. The Moſt Serene Prince reſerves to bi: if 
the nomination to the vacant employments, as well s he 
adminiſtration of juſtice, His Britannic Majeſty W.] vel 5 
orders to the commander in chief of the army in which this 
corps {hall ſerve, that he does not require from this corp: any 
extraordinary ſervices, or ſuch as are beyond its prepo ton 
with the reſt of the army; and when it hall ſerve with the 
Engliſh troops or other auxiliaries, the officers fi command I 
(as the militry ſervice requires of itſelf) according to their 

rank, and the ſeniority of their commiſſions, without making 
any diſtinction with regard to what corps the troops may 
belong, with which they ſhall ſerve in conjunction. This 
corps ſhall take the oath of fidelity to his Britannic Majeſty, 
without prejudice to that which they have taken to their own 
Bovereign. | 

ART. XI. All deferters from the Waldeck regiment 
ſhall be faithfully and immediately given up wherever they 
may be found, in the places dependent on his Britannic Ma- 
jeſty ; and eſpecially, it ſhall not be permitted, as far as is 
poſhble, that any of the ſuljects whatſoever of he 

crene 
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Serene Highneſs eſtabliſh themſelves in America without the 


conſent of their Sovereign. 
ART, XII. The pay ſhall commence fifteen days before 

the march of this body of troops, and as ſoon as the troops 

ſhall have quitted their quarters, to repair to the place of their 


deſtination, all the expences of their march and tranſport. 


ſhall be at the charge of his Britannic Majeſty, 

ARr. XIII. His Britannic Majeſty ſhall grant to the 
Moft Serene Prince, during all the time that this body of 
troops ſhall be in his Majeſty's pay, an annual ſubſidy of 
twenty-five thouſand and fifty crowns banco: his Majeſty 
ſhall cauſe notice of the determination of the ſaid ſubſidy ta 
be given a Whole year before it ſhall ceaſe to be paid, provided 
that ſuch notice Man not be given till after the return of the 
troops into the dominions of his Moft Serene Highneſs, 

This treaty ſhall be ratified by the high contracting parties, 
and the 22 thereof ſhall be exchanged as ſoon as 

ſlihle. | 
Ho teſtimony whereof, we the underſigned, by virtue of 
our full powers, have ſigned the preſent treaty, and have 
affixed thereto the ſeals of our arms. Done at Arolſen, this 
20th of April, 1776. 

(L. S.) Villiam Faucitt, | 
(L. S.) Frederick Louis Wiepert de Zerbſt, 


State of the Regiment of his Moſt Serene Highneſs the reigning 


Prince of Waldeck. 
STAFF, STAFF, 
1 Lientenant-colonel 1 Drum- major 
1 Major 4 Hautboys or fifes 


2 Captain-lieutenants 
Aſſiſtant- major 

1 Auditor 

1 Quarter-maſter 

1 Chaplain 


2 Provoſt and his ſervant 

I Servant for the carriage 
with the military cheſt 

1 Servant for the carriage 
with the medicine cheſt. 


I Surgeon- major — 
18 
Company of Grenadiers, Company of the Regiment. 


2 Captain and his {ervant 

2 Firſt Lieutenant and his 
ſervant 

2 Second Lientenant and 
his ſervant 


2 Captain and his ſervant 

2 Firſt Lieutenant and his 
ſervant 

2 Enſign and his ſervant 


Company 
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Company of Grenadiers. Company of the Regiment, 
1 Surgeon 1 Surgeon 
3 Serjeants 3 Serjeants 
1 Fourier | 1 Fourier 
1 Capitaine d' Armes 1 Capitaine d' Armes 
6 Corporals 1 Standard bearer 
3 Drummers 6 Corporals 
2 Fifres 3 Drumtners 
1 Sollicitor 1 Solicitor 
110 Grenadiers 107 Private men 
134 Men 130 Men 
2 Bombadiers 3090 Of three other compa- 
nies 
12 Gunners 134 The company of Gre- 
nadiers 
2 Three pounders 16 Of the ſtaff 
Total 670 


; _ North preſented the following meſſage from his Ma- 
jeſty. 
© EORGE R. 

His Majeſty, relying on the experienced zeal and affection 
of his faithful Commons, and conſidering, that, during the pre- 
ſent troubles in North- America, emergencies may arile, which 
may be of the utmoſt importance, and be attended with the 
moſt dangerous conſequences, if proper means ſhould not be 
immediately applied to prevent or defeat them, is defirous 
that this Houſe will enable him to defray any extraordinary 
expences incurred, or to be incurred, on account of military 
ſervices, for the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- 
fix, and as the exigency of aſfairs may require. And his 
Majeſty, having judged it expedient to itfuc his proclamation, 
in purſuance of an aft of Parliament, paſled in the fourteenth 

rear of his reign, for calling in the remainder of the deficient 
gold coin, doubts not but that his faithful Commons will 
enable him to make good the charges which thall be incurred 
in this ſervice, and which cannot at this time be aſcertaincd. 
G. R. 
Referred to the committee of ſupply. 
Hay 3· 

Second reading of the bill for altering the puniſhment of 

felons. No debate, Adjourned to May 6. 1 
- | ay 
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Colonel Barr? held a paper in his hand, which he inform+ Col. Barre | 


ed the Houſe he had cut out of the London Gazette, and 
which he ſaid contained the only account or reaſon aſſigned 
for the Britiſh troops quitting Boſton ; therefore he moved, 
«© That an humble addreſs be pretented to his Majeſty, that 
he will be graciouſly pleaſed to give directions to the proper 
officers to = before this Houſe copies of the laſt diſpatches 
and of all diſpatches received from the 1ſt of March laſt from 
General Howe, and Vice Admiral Shuldham, in order that 
this Houſe may have full and authentic information of the 
preſent ſtate of the war in North-America, before they pro- 
ceed to grant any further, ſupplies for the carrying on ſaid 
war.” He had been informed, that there was a capitulation 
concluded between General Howe and General Waſhington, 


through the intervention of the ſelect men, by which General 


Howe was to leave his ſtores and not to burn the town ; but 
the Gazette did not mention this circumſtance ; nor gave the 
public any reaſon for General Howe's quitting Poſton. He 
{aid the only paper publiſhed by authority was become a diſ- 
grace to the nation: that the moſt. ſhameful efforts had been 
made to miſlead the people without doors, but what was of 
infinitely worſe conſequence to the nation at large, that 
Houſe had been groſſly miſted in every communication which 
had come from his Majeſty's ſervants, and whenever any de- 
gree or ſpecies of information had been defired, it was con- 
ſtantly refuſed. He appealed to the candour and feelings of 
the two noble Lords in office, if ever ſuch a conduct, in any 
ſituation of things, or upon any pretext or emergency what- 
ever, was before adopted by any adminiſtration. He was 
certain ſuch a procedure could not continue much longer to 
be endured. Here, ſays he, we have already voted upwards 
of nine millions. We are going to give a vote of credit for 
another million. I dare ſay, inaccurate as the miniſter is in 
his general aſſertions, he will hardly venture to riſe and pledge 
himſelf to the Houſe, that five millions more will defray the 
expences of the preſent campaign : What then, in the name 
of decency, are we about ? Shall we vote fifteen millions of 
the public money, withqut knowing whether there 1s the 
leaſt proſpeC of ſucceſs ? No, it is impoſſible : I think I ſee 
the noble Lord relent, and tacitly confeſs at once the pro- 
priety and neceſſity of informing the repreſentatives of the 
people. what they are to expect, and what are the obſtacles on 
one hand, and the proſpects of ſucceſs ca the other, in the 


further 


: 
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. 
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La. North, 


Lord 7:bn 
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further proſecution of this burthenſome, cruel, and unnatural 
war, I know the noble Lord's power is great, and his in- 
fluence extenſive ; but however willing the majority of this 
Houſe may be to obey his mandates, b truſt that che noble 
Lord, as well for the [ike of ſaving common appearances, as 
for his own eventual perſonal ſafety, will vouchſafe to give 
this Houſe ſome more fatisfaftory information than what is 
contained upon this flimſy ſcrap of paper. 

Lord North aſſerted, that the contents of the Lon on Ga- 
zette were true, The army was not compelled to abandon 
Boſton ; that as the Britiſh troops met not the leaſt inter- 
ruption from the rebels, neither did the general come into 
any compromiſe whatever. He ſaid, the ſtores, ammuni- 
tion, &e, were not abandoned; that the army ſuffered no 
lots either immediately before or in 1ts embarkation ; that 
the troops embarked with all poſſible coolneſs and regularity, 
and even, perfectly at their eaſe; but that nevertheleſs it 
would not be proper, in his opinion, to lay all the diſpatches 
before that Houſe, becauſe it might be the means of defeat - 
ing, at leaſt of impeding, the meaſures adopted, and the ope- 
rations meant to be carried into execution, in the courſe of 
the preſent campaign.” He affirmed, that the evacuation of 
Boſton was no loſs of glory, it was only a change of place, 
He faw no connexion between General Howe's letter and the 
vote of credit, He ſaw no diſgrace in leaving Boſton ; we 
had the fame men and the ſame ſhips 3 only in another place. 

Lord John Cavendiſh obſerved, that the Houſe had proceed- 
ed in the beginning of this buſineſs on actual miſinformation, 
This was done to draw the nation 1mperceptibly into the 
war. When that favourite point was obtained, then every 
kind of information was refuſed, It was owned that the in- 
formation was falic, or in the more mild language of admi- 
niſtration, government was deceived ; but what of that! 
The nation had been inſidiouſly led into a war; when once 
embarked, it was too late to recede; and from the very firſt 
day the ſword was drawn, his Majeſty's miniſters have refu- 
ſed to impart a fingle tittle relative to the conduct of this 
war; and the minitter, with a confidence hitherto unexam- 
ple d, comes down day after day to this Houſe, and expects 
an implicit obedience and aſſent to whatever demand he plea- 
ſes to make, without any other pretenſions to favour, than 
that under his adminiſtration the whole Britiſh empire has 
been loſt, at the national expence of twenty millions of mo- 
"ney, preciſely in eleven months from day to day, oy IS, 

| rom 
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from the date of the defeat at Lexington, to the evacuation 
of Boſton. | | 

Mr. Byng contended, that the public ought to be inform- Mr. Byng. 
ed what was doing in America, and to what purpoſes their 
money was —. 3 and though there may be a pretence of 
with-holding future plans, there could be none for refuſing 
to lay before Parliament an account of what had been done. 

Sir George Yonge ſaid, it was impoſſible but the conſe- Sir George 
quences of the preſent war muſt be the deſtruction of the *. 
nation : In any hands the event would be doubtful ; but in 
ſuch hands, the diſgrace and ruin of the nation, and the loſs 
of America, were inevitable, : 

Mr. Hartley ſaid, the Americans were averſe to any no- Nr. any. 
tions of independeacy, unleſs driven to it by neceſſity, as the * 
were determined never to ſubmit to be taxed by the Briciſh 
Parliament. He contended, that America deſired no more 
than a ſecurity and recognition of thoſe rights ſhe enjoyed 
before, to the year 1763, He infiſted, notwithſtanding the 
unqualified aſſertions of the noble Lord at the head of the trea- 
ſury, that General Howe was driven from Boſton, and that 
nothing but a dread of having his whole army cut to pieces 
or made priſoners, induced him to make ſo precipitate an 
unexpected a retreat. He ſaid, we had cloſed the firſt book 
of the American war ; ſhall &e proceed to the ſecond, with 
our eyes open? Before, we were in ignorance of America; 
now, we ſee and know ſomething of her. He concluded with 
obſerving, that the great chain which held both countries wag 
now broken by our late harſh, impolitic, and he would add, 
cruel proceedings ; that he feared America was for ever loſt ; 
yet a gleam of hope ſtill broke in on his mind ſufficient to 
make him believe that America was ſtill recoverable, if the 
management of public affairs was entruſted into other hands, | 

Mr. Burke took a ſhort view of the conduct of the war Mr, Burke, 
from its commencement, and jocularly obſerved, that if he "" 
had not the higheſt opinion of the integrity and probity of 
the noble 3 and his colleagues in office, he ſhould be in- 
lined to ſuſpe& that they were ſecret friends to America, 
and had been bribed to betray the honour and military repu- 
tation of this country ; for from the firſt embarkation of 
troops from Ireland, to this inſtant, every meaſure which 
had been adopted or purſued was directed to the impove- 
riſhing this country, and emancipating America, He obſer- 
ved, that the noble Lord had diſclaimed any intention of g1- 
ving falſe colours to the account which appeared in the Lon- 

„ © | | ab Aaaa * | don 
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Welbere El. a diminution of credit and a very great calamity. It was an 
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don Gazette ; but there was not room left for a poſſibility of 


miſrepreſentation, for though the Boſton extraordinaries for 


_ Booo men, in the courſe of twelve months, had amounted tg 
one million and a half, or nearly two hundred pounds a man, 


for ſalt beef and ſour creut, he would affirm, and called upon 
the noble Lord to contradi& him, that the troops could not 
have remained in that town ten days longer, if the Heaveng 
had not rained down manna and quails; and in a ſimilar ex- 
pectation, he preſumed, the troops were embarked for Hali- 
fax, a land flowing with milk and honey, | 

Right hon. V. Ellis ſaid, the eyacuation of Boſton was 


event that would give mou eclat to the American cauſe ; for 
though a part of the plan for future operations, it was at that 
time the effect of harſh neceſſity: It was a reflection upon 
General Howe to ſay it was any thing elſe but harſh 8 


Mr. Lyttel- Mr. Lyttelton inſiſted, that any communication would 


for. 


exceedingly improper in the preſent critical fituation of 


18. N 


GenConwey General Conway ſaid, the Britiſh arms had been diſho- 


noured, the Britiſh councils were fallen into contempt, and 
the honour of the nation deeply wounded, The evacuation 
of Boſton, was diſhonourable. He condemned the con- 
duct of adminiſtration withous reſerve, and ſaid, the ar- 
my, which was deſtined for the conqueſt of America, was 
now lying inactive, part ſtuffed into tranſports waiting at 
Spithead ; another part was ſtill in Germany, and none of 


them where they ſhould long ſince have been. That he al- 


ways thought the meaſure of coercing America, for the pur- 
pole of raiſing a revenue, an unjuſt one; be always looked 
upon it to be impracticable; but was certain it was to the 


laſt degree cruel, and oppreſſive. It was deſtructive of the 


commerce, importance, and deareſt intereſts of this country, 
if in caſe it ſhould miſcarry, which he thought more than 
probable. It was deſtructive of what was ftill, if poſſible, 
more valuable, its liberties, if it ſhould ſucceed, | 


Lene, Lord George Germain faid, by what he had ſeen of the cor- 


Germain 


nce, he never underſtood that General Howe intend- 
ed to begin his operations from Boſton, His opinion was 
well known: it was the opinion of the majority of the 
Houſe; as long therefore as the Houſe thought it 2 to 
ſupport the war, he thought it would be right to purſue it, 


and no longer. When he came into office, the nation was 
were 


lenz 


Aready engaged in it; he did not begin it. Orders 
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ſent by Admiral Shuldham for General Howe to leave Boſ- 


ton W 
neral had prepared his winter quarters, and thinking he ſhould 
remain quiet had refolved to winter there. But he would 
certainly have left Boſton in the ſpring. His Lordſhip aſ- 
ſerted, that there was no agreement between General Howe 
and Waſhington : that Wathington had changed his poſition, 
which no doubt obliged General Howe to — his; and 
that there was ſo much of our force thrown into circulation. 


enever he thought proper. But he ſuppoſed the Ge- 
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Colonel Barr obſerved, that the embarkations were all Col. Varrn 


made too late laſt year; that convoys were neglected; that 
the proviſions, ammunition, and ſtores, by that means had 
fallen into the hands of the provincials. That the naval 
force was inadequate to the ſervice; and that unequal as it was 
to the ſervice, it was ftill worſe provided, and more impro- 
perly directed. He ſhould be glad to know to whom thoſe 
delays, miſmanagements, if not malverſations in office, 


were to be imputed, He took a view of the condu@ of 


adminiſtration, ſince Chriſtmas laſt, and defired to know, how 


it happened, that now, on the 6th of May, the roy pack 
at was the 


of the army ſhould be lying at Spithead, or w 

reaſon that ſome of the Heſſians, who gught to have been in 

America, had not yet left Germany. 
The Lord Mayor [Mr. Sawbriage] 


__ from America, why not lay it before the Houſe > He 
lieved he had not, for all he knew was at ſecond hand. 
General Howe did not ſo much as know þis Lordſhip was in 
office ; for his diſpatches were direQed to a noble Lord, a 
member of the other Houſe, who held the office his Lordſhip 
now enjoys. 

The queſtion was put, and the Houſe divided; ayes 543 
noes 17 1. 
Went into a committee on the King's meſſage. Voted 
one million. DR 
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